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Fiscal Briefing 
Legislative Council Meeting – March 26, 2015 
Prepared by the Office of Fiscal & Program Review 

 

1. General Fund Revenue Update (see attached) 
 

                                          

Budget Actual Var. % Var. Prior Year % Growth

February $110.9 $148.7 $37.8 34.0% $110.0 35.2%

FYTD $1,888.1 $1,930.5 $42.4 2.2% $1,765.0 9.4%

Total General Fund Revenue - FY 2015 ($'s in Millions)

 
               

General Fund revenue was over budget by $37.8 million (34.0%) for February, increasing the positive 

variance for the fiscal year through February to $42.4 million (2.2%).   

Individual income tax revenue was $51.9 million over budget for the month of February driven largely 

by lower refunds than budgeted.  Maine Revenue Services has consistently processed refunds this tax 

season, so this situation could be an indicator that refunds were over estimated.  The next few months 

will be an indicator of whether this situation is an anomaly for the month or an indicator that refunds 

were over estimated.  Corporate income tax revenue was $6.7 million under budget for the month due 

largely to refunds.  These refunds are for 2013 final corporate returns.  Review of the remaining 

returns is expected to be completed over the next few months and this line is still expected to be close 

to budget for the year.  The sales and use tax category came in $2.8 million under budget but continues 

to track close to budget for the fiscal year to date.  February’s revenue (January sales) appears to have 

been negatively affected by the weather.     
 

Other significant revenue variances for February reflected purely timing issues in the monthly 

distribution of revenue for FY 2015, including the Transfers for Tax Relief Programs category, which 

was over budget by $2.1 million for February but only slightly over budget for the fiscal year to date.   
    

2. Highway Fund Revenue Update (see attached) 
 

    

Budget Actual Var. % Var. Prior Year % Growth

February $26.7 $26.6 ($0.1) -0.4% $25.5 4.3%

FYTD $196.1 $196.9 $0.8 0.4% $195.1 0.9%

Total Highway Fund Revenue - FY 2015 ($'s in Millions)

 
 

Highway Fund revenue was under budget by $0.1 million (-0.4%) in February but still over budget by 

$0.8 million (0.4%) for the fiscal year through February.   

Long-term trailer registration fees were under budget by $1.2 million in February due to a significant 

February payment received at the beginning of March.  These revenues are over budget for the fiscal 

year to date by $0.4 million.  Motor vehicle registration fees were over budget by $0.5 million in 

February and continue to run close to budget year to date.  Title fee revenue is $0.4 million under budget 

and appears to be adversely affected by the winter storms.   

3. Cash Balances Update  
 

Average cash balances decreased slightly in February after an increase in January.  February’s total cash 

balance of $675.4 million was still well above both last year’s balance for February of $444.1 million 

and the ten-year average for February of $485.9 million. General Fund internal borrowing decreased in 

February to $113.0 million from $116.8 million in January and was significantly lower than last 

February’s borrowing of $190.5 million.  The average Highway Fund balance of $54.2 million in 

February was slightly above January’s average of $53.6 million and was significantly higher than last 

February’s balance of $33.2 million.  
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General Fund Revenue
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2015 (FY 2015)

February 2015 Revenue Variance Report

Revenue Category
February '15 

Budget
February '15 

Actual
February '15 

Var. Budget Actual Variance
Variance 

%

% Change 
from Prior 

Year

Sales and Use Tax 74,984,540 72,226,235 (2,758,305) 724,218,511 723,511,738 (706,773) -0.1% 9.7% 1,194,004,518

Service Provider Tax 4,126,334 3,772,557 (353,777) 29,090,449 28,497,155 (593,294) -2.0% 0.6% 50,303,776

Individual Income Tax 6,333,333 58,276,335 51,943,002 860,696,566 919,476,751 58,780,185 6.8% 9.5% 1,448,905,200

Corporate Income Tax 3,750,000 (2,907,356) (6,657,356) 91,482,911 77,217,877 (14,265,034) -15.6% -11.6% 186,481,769

Cigarette and Tobacco Tax 9,612,285 9,161,720 (450,565) 90,533,185 90,898,519 365,334 0.4% -0.6% 134,890,000

Insurance Companies Tax 963,253 1,679,719 716,466 14,834,149 15,364,451 530,302 3.6% 9.9% 82,250,000

Estate Tax 2,295,000 822,229 (1,472,771) 24,754,951 22,293,313 (2,461,638) -9.9% 92.5% 38,406,991

Other Taxes and Fees * 8,577,523 8,360,054 (217,469) 79,402,080 82,900,724 3,498,644 4.4% 5.5% 132,300,597

Fines, Forfeits and Penalties 2,283,008 1,801,622 (481,386) 15,068,826 14,403,469 (665,357) -4.4% -3.3% 23,000,770

Income from Investments 15,594 75,946 60,352 74,482 293,454 218,972 294.0% 63.2% 112,451

Transfer from Lottery Commission 4,442,342 4,565,433 123,091 38,570,509 36,657,740 (1,912,769) -5.0% 7.4% 57,350,462

Transfers to Tax Relief Programs * (3,379,375) (5,419,715) (2,040,340) (57,036,428) (57,007,078) 29,350 0.1% 8.9% (59,183,362)

Transfers for Municipal Revenue Sharing (7,181,445) (6,748,780) 432,665 (40,264,221) (41,097,374) (833,153) -2.1% 9.2% (61,599,125)

Other Revenue * 4,103,804 3,023,839 (1,079,965) 16,625,416 17,063,014 437,598 2.6% 34.6% 49,587,338

Totals 110,926,196 148,689,837 37,763,641 1,888,051,386 1,930,473,753 42,422,367 2.2% 9.4% 3,276,811,385

  *  Additional detail by subcategory for these categories is presented on the following page.

Fiscal Year-To-Date
FY 2015 

Budgeted Totals
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General Fund Revenue
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2015 (FY 2015)

February 2015 Revenue Variance Report

Revenue Category
February '15 

Budget
February '15 

Actual
February '15 

Var. Budget Actual Variance
Variance 

%

% Change 
from Prior 

Year
Detail of Other Taxes and Fees:
  - Property Tax - Unorganized Territory 0 0 0 10,571,602 11,203,639 632,037 6.0% -6.6% 13,949,984
  - Real Estate Transfer Tax 1,029,890 749,488 (280,402) 8,783,382 8,724,550 (58,832) -0.7% 36.8% 13,192,973
  - Liquor Taxes and Fees 1,751,304 1,374,597 (376,707) 14,010,432 14,581,989 571,557 4.1% 1.8% 21,015,690
  - Corporation Fees and Licenses 655,425 433,097 (222,328) 2,204,655 2,260,101 55,446 2.5% -0.7% 8,313,649
  - Telecommunication Excise Tax 0 0 0 0 52,290 52,290 N/A 104.5% 8,250,000
  - Finance Industry Fees 1,987,666 2,691,350 703,684 17,401,334 18,908,300 1,506,966 8.7% 4.5% 25,351,990
  - Milk Handling Fee 132,536 85,648 (46,888) 850,967 722,946 (128,021) -15.0% -3.4% 1,381,114
  - Racino Revenue 719,563 536,219 (183,344) 6,064,698 5,739,206 (325,492) -5.4% -1.4% 8,922,512
  - Boat, ATV and Snowmobile Fees 334,885 276,239 (58,646) 2,428,887 2,254,837 (174,050) -7.2% -3.5% 4,523,561
  - Hunting and Fishing License Fees 1,144,743 1,274,521 129,778 11,044,456 11,611,555 567,099 5.1% 1.8% 15,753,396
  - Other Miscellaneous Taxes and Fees 821,511 938,895 117,384 6,041,667 6,841,310 799,643 13.2% 7.2% 11,645,728
       Subtotal - Other Taxes and Fees 8,577,523 8,360,054 (217,469) 79,402,080 82,900,724 3,498,644 4.4% 5.5% 132,300,597

Detail of Other Revenue:
  - Liquor Sales and Operations 2,375 4,350 1,975 3,758,980 3,818,502 59,522 1.6% 13815.8% 13,483,364
  - Targeted Case Management (DHHS) 105,556 360,746 255,190 1,563,228 1,772,310 209,082 13.4% 33.9% 2,353,916
  - State Cost Allocation Program 1,642,293 1,660,114 17,821 14,586,064 14,888,543 302,479 2.1% 17.6% 20,777,688
  - Unclaimed Property Transfer 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A N/A 7,000,000
  - Tourism Transfer 0 0 0 (11,624,127) (11,624,127) 0 0.0% -12.0% (11,624,127)
  - Transfer to Maine Milk Pool 0 (182,794) (182,794) (187,155) (182,794) 4,361 2.3% N/A (563,777)
  - Transfer to STAR Transportation Fund 0 0 0 (7,066,534) (7,066,534) 0 0.0% -16.4% (7,066,534)
  - Other Miscellaneous Revenue 2,353,580 1,181,424 (1,172,156) 15,594,960 15,457,115 (137,845) -0.9% 2.3% 25,226,808
       Subtotal - Other Revenue 4,103,804 3,023,839 (1,079,965) 16,625,416 17,063,014 437,598 2.6% 34.6% 49,587,338

Detail of Transfers to Tax Relief Programs:
  - Me. Resident Prop. Tax Program (Circuitbreaker) 0 3,046 3,046 0 9,032 9,032 N/A 101.2% 0
  - BETR - Business Equipment Tax Reimb. (3,034,829) (1,936,648) 1,098,181 (30,231,696) (31,582,425) (1,350,729) -4.5% 16.8% (32,080,000)
  - BETE - Municipal Bus. Equip. Tax Reimb. (344,546) (3,486,113) (3,141,567) (26,804,732) (25,433,685) 1,371,047 5.1% -6.7% (27,103,362)
      Subtotal - Tax Relief Transfers (3,379,375) (5,419,715) (2,040,340) (57,036,428) (57,007,078) 29,350 0.1% 8.9% (59,183,362)

Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Revenue - Total 1,593,542 1,636,553 43,011 14,173,466 14,604,623 431,157 3.0% 0.3% 21,346,862

Fiscal Year-To-Date
FY 2015 

Budgeted Totals

P13



Highway Fund Revenue
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2015 (FY 2015)

February 2015 Revenue Variance Report

Revenue Category
February '15 

Budget
February '15 

Actual
February '15 

Var. Budget Actual Variance
% 

Variance

% Change 
from Prior 

Year

Fuel Taxes:

  - Gasoline Tax 14,775,105 15,518,334 743,229 117,769,319 118,291,321 522,002 0.4% 0.7% 194,218,900

  - Special Fuel and Road Use Taxes 3,551,083 3,453,275 (97,808) 27,760,229 27,057,854 (702,375) -2.5% 0.0% 45,679,700

  - Transcap Transfers - Fuel Taxes (1,346,753) (1,406,713) (59,960) (12,255,983) (12,248,341) 7,642 0.1% -0.1% (17,628,133)

  - Other Fund Gasoline Tax Distributions (369,481) (388,074) (18,593) (3,366,426) (3,377,632) (11,206) -0.3% -0.5% (4,856,833)

      Subtotal - Fuel Taxes 16,609,954 17,176,822 566,868 129,907,139 129,723,202 (183,937) -0.1% 0.6% 217,413,634

Motor Vehicle Registration and Fees:

  - Motor Vehicle Registration Fees 4,470,803 4,916,123 445,320 41,094,644 41,599,676 505,032 1.2% 1.6% 65,659,536

  - License Plate Fees 224,867 246,380 21,513 2,034,399 2,202,473 168,074 8.3% 1.1% 3,351,681

  - Long-term Trailer Registration Fees 2,848,703 1,649,391 (1,199,312) 6,537,521 6,939,324 401,803 6.1% 0.0% 9,384,523

  - Title Fees 1,203,995 853,273 (350,722) 8,520,311 8,142,384 (377,927) -4.4% -2.5% 13,129,254

  - Motor Vehicle Operator License Fees 595,434 543,505 (51,930) 4,830,139 4,783,379 (46,760) -1.0% -9.3% 7,425,882

  - Transcap Transfers - Motor Vehicle Fees 0 0 0 (7,664,481) (7,747,710) (83,229) -1.1% 0.0% (15,483,404)

      Subtotal - Motor Vehicle Reg. & Fees 9,343,802 8,208,671 (1,135,131) 55,352,533 55,919,526 566,993 1.0% 0.0% 83,467,472

Motor Vehicle Inspection Fees 123,398 567,203 443,805 1,989,194 2,193,125 203,931 10.3% 7.0% 2,982,500

Other Highway Fund Taxes and Fees 83,365 101,880 18,515 805,580 791,236 (14,344) -1.8% 2.0% 1,270,229

Fines, Forfeits and Penalties 67,925 52,491 (15,434) 666,818 633,247 (33,571) -5.0% -4.9% 1,007,998

Interest Earnings 9,418 19,669 10,251 67,851 71,684 3,833 5.6% 99.1% 105,523

Other Highway Fund Revenue 487,516 493,023 5,507 7,293,319 7,551,317 257,998 3.5% 12.6% 9,726,971
Totals 26,725,378 26,619,759 (105,619) 196,082,434 196,883,337 800,903 0.4% 0.9% 315,974,327

Fiscal Year-To-Date FY 2015 
Budgeted 

Totals
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Legislative Council Actions 

Taken by Ballot Since the 

February 26, 2015 Council Meeting 
 

 

Requests for Introduction of Legislation: 

 

 

LR 1941 An Act to Remove Barriers to School Construction Financing in Regional  

School Administrative Units 

 

Submitted by:  Representative Christopher Babbidge 

Approved: March 11, 2015   Vote:  9-1 in favor (with Rep. Espling opposed) 

 

 

LR 1949 An Act to Assist School Districts with Regard to Extra Snow Days 

 

Submitted by:  Representative Chuck Kruger 

Approved: March 11, 2015   Vote:  8-2 in favor (with Rep. Fredette and  

Espling opposed) 

 

 

LR 1961 An Act to Amend the Definition of “Property Fiscal Capacity” in the School  

Funding Law to Address Inequities Affecting Municipalities Experiencing 

Significant Reductions in Value 

 

Submitted by:  Representative Stephen Stanley 

Approved: March 13, 2015   Vote:  8-2 in favor (with Rep. Fredette and  

Espling opposed) 

 

 

LR 1964 An Act to Prohibit the Sale and Possession of Powdered Alcohol in the State 

 

Submitted by:  Representative Jeff McCabe 

Approved: March 18, 2015   Vote:  9-1 in favor (with Rep. Espling opposed) 

 

 

LR 1981 An Act Regarding the Purchase of Essential Tools for the Repair of Motor  

Vehicles 

 

Submitted by:  Representative Michael McClellan 

Approved: March 26, 2015   Vote:  9-1 in favor (with Rep. Espling opposed) 

 

 

Legislative Council Decision: 

 

That the Legislative Council authorize an exception to the Use of the Hall of Flags Policy to 

allow electric cooking appliances to be used to cook ployes on Franco-American Day, March 18, 

2015. 

 

Motion by:  President Thibodeau  

Second by: Speaker Eves 

Approved: March 11, 2015   Vote:  10-0 in favor  
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 127th Maine State Legislature  

 Legislative Council 
Requests to Introduce Legislation 

First Regular Session 

 

 As of: 3/26/2015 10:32 AM  

 

     

AFTER DEADLINE BILL REQUESTS 

SPONSOR:  Sen. Scott W. Cyrway   

     

LR #  Title  Action 

1971  An Act To Prohibit the Sale of Powdered Alcohol   

     

SPONSOR:  Sen. Paul T. Davis, Sr   

     

LR #  Title  Action 

1982  An Act To Eliminate the Requirement That Truck Campers Be 
Registered 

  

     

SPONSOR:  Rep. Lori A. Fowle   

     

LR #  Title  Action 

1942  An Act To Provide Expedited Court Review of Child Visitation 
Orders for Military Personnel on Duty out of State 

  

     

SPONSOR:  Rep. Kenneth W. Fredette   

     

LR #  Title  Action 

1939  An Act To Create Fairness with Regard to Pay for State 
Employees 

  

     

1943  An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for Maine's 
Community Colleges 

  

     

SPONSOR:  Rep. Sara Gideon   

     

LR #  Title  Action 

1975  An Act To Carry Out the Legislature's Intent Regarding 
Funding of the Efficiency Maine Trust 

  

     

SPONSOR:  Rep. Scott M. Hamann   

     

LR #  Title  Action 

1979  An Act To Allow Foster Children To Remain in Their Current 
Daycare 

  

     

SPONSOR:  Rep. Barry J. Hobbins   

     

LR #  Title  Action 

1980  An Act To Study Court Facility Needs in Oxford, Waldo and 
York Counties 
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SPONSOR:  Sen. Christopher K. Johnson   

     
LR #  Title  Action 

1958  An Act To Ensure the Proportional Offset against Social 
Security Retirement Benefits of Workers' Compensation 
Awards 

  

     

SPONSOR:  Rep. Richard S. Malaby   

     

LR #  Title  Action 

1977  An Act To Allow the Treatment of Forensic Patients   

     

SPONSOR:  Sen. David R. Miramant   

     

LR #  Title  Action 

1955  An Act To Allow a Student Who Resides in a Municipality 
without a High School and Attends a Private School That 
Does Not Offer Athletics To Participate in Athletics at a Public 
School 

  

     

SPONSOR:  Sen. Thomas B. Saviello   

     

LR #  Title  Action 

1965  An Act To Expand the Educational Opportunity Tax Credit   

     

1966  An Act To Allow Persons To Train Dogs To Hunt Coyotes   

     

1967  An Act To Assist Municipalities with the Recycling of Solid 
Waste 

  

     

LATE-FILED MAJOR SUBSTANTIVE RULES 

SPONSOR:      

     

LR #  Title  Action 

1956  Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Rules for 
Permitting Overlimit Commercial Vehicles of Specified 
Configurations To Travel Designated Routes, a Late-filed 
Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Transportation 

  

     

1963  Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 
11: Rules Governing the Controlled Substances Prescription 
Monitoring Program, a Late-filed Major Substantive Rule of 
the Department of Health and Human Services 

  

     

JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

     

SPONSOR:  Sen. Catherine Breen   

     

LR #  Title  Action 

1938  JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE UNITED 
STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES TO APPROVE A GRANT APPLICATION TO 
DEVELOP A PIER PROGRAM 
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SPONSOR:  Rep. Stanley Byron Short, Jr.   

     

LR #  Title  Action 

1935  JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE UNITED 
STATES CONGRESS TO RATIFY TRADE AGREEMENTS 
THAT ARE IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE AND ARE FAIR 

  

     

TABLED BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

     

AFTER DEADLINE BILL REQUESTS 

SPONSOR:  Rep. Heather W. Sirocki   

     

LR #  Title  Action 

1929  An Act To Require Lobbyists To Be Sworn in When 
Registering as Lobbyists 

 Tabled  02/26/15 

     

JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

     

SPONSOR:  Rep. Henry John Bear   

     

LR #  Title  Action 

242  JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE UNITED 
STATES CONGRESS TO PROVIDE EQUITABLE INDIAN 
LAND CLAIM COMPENSATION TO THE MALISEET TRIBE 
COMPARABLE TO THAT PROVIDED TO THE 
PENOBSCOT NATION AND THE PASSAMAQUODDY 
TRIBE 

 Tabled  01/29/15 

     

243  JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE UNITED 
STATES CONGRESS TO PROVIDE COMPENSATION TO 
SURVIVING DESCENDANTS OF MALISEET AND OTHER 
WABANAKI TRIBAL SOLDIERS AND SAILORS WHO 
SERVED DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY 
WAR 

 Tabled  01/29/15 

     

SPONSOR:  Rep. Justin Mark Chenette   

     

LR #  Title  Action 

162  JOINT RESOLUTION URGING THE UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TO 
RECONSIDER ITS LIFETIME DEFERRAL ON BLOOD 
DONATION BY GAY MEN 

 Tabled  01/29/15 
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