Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:





	Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §1826, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 329, §2, is amended to read:





	4.  Standardized contract.  The commissioner shall adopt rules to standardize nursing home contracts for all nursing home residents to require every nursing facility to adopt a standardized nursing home contract prescribed by the department. The standardized contract must clarify the rights and obligations of residents and must enable residents and their families to compare the rates charged and services offered by different nursing homes.  Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A.








SUMMARY





	This bill requires the Commissioner of Human Services to adopt rules to require every nursing facility to adopt a standardized nursing home contract prescribed by the department.  This standardized contract must clarify the rights and obligations of residents and enable residents and their families to compare the rates charged and services offered by different nursing homes.
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