Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:



	Sec. 1.  3 MRSA §908 is enacted to read:



§908.  State House citizen participation and lobby center



	1.  Established.  There is established a citizen participation and lobby center in the State House in which members of the public have access to various equipment, services and facilities to enhance their ability to participate in the legislative process.  The center must be maintained and administered by the State House and the Capitol Park Commission.



	2. Location.  The citizen participation and lobby center must be located in a clearly visible and accessible location in close proximity to, but not directly contained in, the visitor's reception area.



	3. Organization.  The citizen participation and lobby center must contain the following:



A.  A photocopy machine;



B.  Signage for public hearings, work sessions and meetings;



C.  Computers with which to check the text and status of bills;



D.  Instructional materials about the legislative process; and



E.  A citizen lobby station as described in subsection 4.



	4.  Citizen lobby station.  A citizen lobby station must be located within the citizen participation and lobby center to assist visitors to participate in the democratic process at the state level as citizen lobbyists.



	5.  Staff.  The citizen participation and lobby center must be staffed by one full-time assistant during legislative sessions and by one part-time assistant during the interim between legislative sessions.



	Sec. 2.  Effective date.  This Act takes effect January 1, 2001.







�SUMMARY



	This bill creates a citizen participation and lobby center to be located in the State House.  The center must contain a citizen lobby station to assist visitors to act as citizen lobbyists. The center is to be completed by January 1, 2001.
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