Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:





	Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA §2674, as amended by PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is further amended by adding a new 3rd paragraph to read:





	If the request for assistance is for a major unplanned incident that jeopardizes the health and welfare of the citizens of the requesting municipality and when delay may cause further jeopardy to life or property, the police chief of any municipality or the chief's designee may request assistance from or provide assistance to another municipality whether or not an agreement between the 2 municipalities exists.  Each police department shall assume its own liability to a 3rd party, except for liability incurred by the command or operational decisions made by the requesting department, which must be assumed by the requesting department.








SUMMARY





	Current law allows one police department to assist another police department only if their respective municipalities have preexisting agreements concerning liability.  This bill allows a police department to respond to a request for assistance from another police department when there is no liability agreement if the assistance is for a major unplanned incident, in which case liability remains with the responding department except for command or operational decisions made by the requesting department.





LD 2480 (LR: 3664 item 01) Unofficial Document created 01-13-2000 - 16:03:37





�PAGE  �1�


LR 3664(01)











