CHAPTER 171
H.P. 682 - L.D. 938
An Act to Allow the Department of Transportation to Designate No-passing Zones Upon Request From a Municipality
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1.  29‑A MRSA §2085 is enacted to read:

§2085.  Designated no-passing zones in residential areas

A municipality may request the department to designate a segment of a public way in that munici​pality as a no-passing zone.   Such a request must be in writing to the commissioner and may be made only with the approval of the municipality's legislative body.  A request is limited to segments of 2‑lane ways in primarily residential areas and must be accompa​nied by a map showing the location of the proposed no-passing zone or zones and a written explanation of the need for such a zone in each location.  The commissioner shall approve such a request unless the commissioner determines that granting such a request will unreasonably restrict the efficient flow of traffic or result in a threat to public safety in that location.  The commissioner shall notify the municipality in writing of the commissioner's decision within 30 days of receiving the written request from the municipality.  If a request is denied, the notification must state the specific reasons for the denial.  A municipality whose request is denied may request the department to hold a public hearing within that municipality for the purpose of receiving public input on the requested change.  The department shall hold the hearing within 30 days after a request is made and must inform the munici​pality of its final decision within 30 days after the hearing is held.

As soon as practicable after approving a munici​pal request, the department shall ensure that double, solid, yellow center lines are painted along the entire length of the no-passing zone and that the zone is posted as a no-passing zone, at a minimum, in each direction at the start and end of the zone.  The municipality may request additional posting along the length of the zone and shall reimburse the department for the costs of all posting.

A no-passing zone is not enforceable until the painting and posting required by this section is completed.  A motor vehicle operator who passes another motor vehicle traveling in the same direction in a no-passing zone commits a traffic infraction.

Nothing in this section limits the enforceability of signs installed under section 2051.
See title page for effective date.

