














CHAPTER 465





S.P. 553 - L.D. 1711





An Act to Amend the Maine Clean Election Laws








Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:





	Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §1019, sub-§2, as repealed and replaced by IB 1995, c. 1, §14, is amended to read:





	2.  Content.  This report must contain an itemized account of each contribution or expenditure aggregating in excess of $50 in any election, the date and purpose of each and the name of each payee or creditor.  Total contributions or expenditures of less than $500 in any election need not be itemized.  The report must state whether the contribution or expenditure is in support of or in opposition to the candidate and must include, under penalty of perjury, as provided in Title 17-A, section 451, a statement under oath or affirmation whether the expenditure is made in cooperation, consultation or concert with, or at the request or suggestion of, any candidate or any authorized committee or agent of a candidate.  Any membership organization or corporation that makes a communication to its members or stockholders expressly advocating the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate must report any expenditures aggregating in excess of $50 for such a communication in any election, whether or not the communication is defined as an expenditure under section 1012, subsection 3, paragraph A.





	Sec. 2.  21-A MRSA §1019-A is enacted to read:








�
§1019-A.  Reports of membership communications





	Any membership organization or corporation that makes a communication to its members or stockholders expressly advocating the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate shall report any expenses related to such communications aggregating in excess of $50 in any one candidate's election race, notwithstanding the fact that such communications are not expenditures under section 1012, subsection 3, paragraph A. Reports required by this section must be filed with the commission on forms prescribed and prepared by the commission and according to a reporting schedule that the commission shall establish by rule.





	Sec. 3.  21-A MRSA §1122, sub-§§8 and 9, as enacted by IB 1995, c. 1, §17, are amended to read:





	8.  Qualifying period.  "Qualifying period" means the following.





A.  For a gubernatorial participating candidate, the qualifying period begins November 1st immediately preceding the election year and ends at 5:00 p.m. on March 16th April 15th of the election year unless the candidate is unenrolled, in which case the period ends at 5:00 p.m. on June 2nd of the election year.





B.  For State Senate or State House of Representatives participating candidates, the qualifying period begins January 1st of the election year and ends at 5:00 p.m. on March 16th April 15th of that election year unless the candidate is unenrolled, in which case the period ends at 5:00 p.m. on June 2nd of the election year.





	9.  Seed money contribution.  "Seed money contribution" means a contribution of no more than $100 per individual made to a candidate, including a contribution from the candidate or the candidate's family.  To be eligible for certification, a candidate may collect and spend only seed money contributions subsequent to becoming a candidate as defined by section 1, subsection 5 and throughout the qualifying period.  A candidate may not collect or spend seed money contributions after certification as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate.  The primary purpose of a seed money contribution is to enable a participating candidate to collect qualifying contributions.  A seed money contribution must be reported according to procedures developed by the commission.





	Sec. 4.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§§3 and 7, as enacted by IB 1995, c. 1, §17, are amended to read:





	3.  Qualifying contributions.  Participating candidates must obtain qualifying contributions during the qualifying period as follows:





A.  For a gubernatorial candidate, at least 2,500 verified registered voters of this State must support the candidacy by providing a qualifying contribution to that candidate;





B.  For a candidate for the State Senate, at least 150 verified registered voters from the candidate's electoral division must support the candidacy by providing a qualifying contribution to that candidate; or





C.  For a candidate for the State House of Representatives, at least 50 verified registered voters from the candidate's electoral division must support the candidacy by providing a qualifying contribution to that candidate.





A payment, gift or anything of value may not be given in exchange for a qualifying contribution.  A candidate may pay the fee for a money order in the amount of $5, which is a qualifying contribution, as long as the donor making the qualifying contribution pays the $5 amount reflected on the money order. Any money order fees paid by a participating candidate must be paid for with seed money and reported in accordance with commission rules.





	7.  Timing of fund distribution.  The commission shall distribute to certified candidates revenues from the fund in amounts determined under subsection 8 in the following manner.





A.  Within 3 days after certification, for candidates certified prior to March 16th 15th of the election year, revenues from the fund must be distributed as if the candidates are in an uncontested primary election.





B.  Within 3 days after March 16th of the election year, for primary election certified candidates certification, for all candidates certified between March 15th and April 15th of the election year, revenues from the fund must be distributed according to whether the candidate is in a contested or uncontested primary election, reduced by any amounts previously distributed under paragraph A.





B-1.  For candidates in contested primary elections receiving a distribution under paragraph A, additional revenues from the fund must be distributed within 3 days of March 15th of the election year.





C.  Within 3 days after the primary election results are certified, for general election certified candidates, revenues from the fund must be distributed according to whether the candidate is in a contested or uncontested general election.  Funds may not be distributed for uncontested general elections.





Funds may be distributed to certified candidates under this section by any mechanism that is expeditious, ensures accountability and safeguards the integrity of the fund.





	Sec. 5.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§8, ¶D, as enacted by IB 1995, c. 1, §17, is amended to read:





D.  Revenues may not be distributed for For uncontested general elections, the amount of revenues to be distributed from the fund is 40% of the amount distributed to a participating candidate in a contested general election.





	Sec. 6.  21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§10, as enacted by IB 1995, c. 1, §17, is amended to read:





	10.  Candidate not enrolled in a party.  An unenrolled candidate certified by March 16th April 15th preceding the primary election is eligible for revenues from the fund in the same amounts and at the same time as an uncontested primary election candidate and a general election candidate as specified in subsections 7 and 8.  For an unenrolled candidate not certified by March 16th April 15th at 5:00 p.m. the deadline for filing qualifying contributions is 5:00 p.m. on June 2nd preceding the general election.  An unenrolled candidate certified after March 16th April 15th at 5:00 p.m. is eligible for revenues from the fund in the same amounts as a general election candidate, as specified in subsections 7 and 8.





	Sec. 7.  21-A MRSA §1126, as enacted by IB 1995, c. 1, §17, is amended to read:





§1126. Commission to adopt rules





	The commission shall adopt rules to ensure effective administration of this chapter.  These rules must include but must not be limited to procedures for obtaining qualifying contributions, certification as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate, circumstances involving special elections, vacancies, recounts, withdrawals or replacements, collection of revenues for the fund, distribution of fund revenue to certified candidates, return of unspent fund disbursements, disposition of equipment purchased with clean election funds and compliance with the Maine 


Clean Election Act.  Rules of the commission required by this section are major substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A.
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