	Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and before the emergency clause and inserting in its place the following:





	'Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §1541-A is enacted to read:





§1541-A.  Financial management and accounting practices





	The Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services and the State Controller shall:





	1.  Develop manual.  Develop a financial management and accounting practices manual for the purpose of promulgating systemwide uniform financial management practices for state agencies.  The manual must be updated on an annual basis; and





	2.  Develop program.  Develop and implement a program to provide training on a periodic basis to appropriate financial and accounting personnel across department lines in State Government on uniform financial management and accounting practices.





	Sec. 2.  Report.  The Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services and the State Controller shall report to the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government by January 31, 2004 on the steps taken and the progress made towards the 


�



development of the financial management and accounting practices manual and the development and implementation of training on uniform financial management and accounting practices as required by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 1541-A.'








SUMMARY





	This amendment is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government.  The amendment replaces the original bill.  It requires the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services and the State Controller to develop a financial management and accounting practices manual for state agencies, develop and implement a training program for state agencies on uniform financial management and accounting practices and report to the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government by January 1, 2004 on the progress of these initiatives.








FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED


 (See attached)
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