	Amend the amendment by adding after Part PPPP the following:








'PART QQQQ





	Sec. QQQQ-1.  22 MRSA §3174-GG is enacted to read:





§3174-GG.  MaineCare reimbursement for ambulance services





	Beginning January 1, 2006, the department shall conduct an annual review of MaineCare reimbursement rates paid for ambulance services.  The rates must be adjusted annually to a level that is not less than the average allowable reimbursement rates under Medicare for such services.





	Sec. QQQQ-2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.





HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF


 (FORMERLY DHS)





Medical Care - Payments to Providers 0147





Initiative:  Appropriates and allocates funds to increase MaineCare reimbursement for ambulance services to a level not less than the average allowable Medicare reimbursement rates for such services.





�



GENERAL FUND		2005-06	2006-07


	All Other			$1,059,673	$2,288,894


					__________	__________


GENERAL FUND TOTAL	$1,059,673	$2,288,894





FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND	2005-06	2006-07


	All Other			$1,982,742	$4,282,723


					__________	__________ 


FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND TOTAL	$1,982,742	$4,282,723'








SUMMARY





	This amendment requires the Department of Health and Human Services to conduct an annual review beginning January 1, 2006, of the adequacy of reimbursement rates paid to licensed ambulance services under the MaineCare program and to adjust reimbursement rates to levels that are no less than the average federal Medicare reimbursement rates for the same services.








FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED


 (See attached)
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