	Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and before the summary and inserting in its place the following:





	'Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3404 is enacted to read:





§3404.  Determination of public policy





	It is the policy of the State that its political subdivisions, agencies and public officials take every reasonable action to encourage the attraction of appropriately sited wind-energy-related development consistent with high environmental standards; the permitting and financing of wind energy projects; and the siting, permitting, financing and construction of wind energy research and manufacturing facilities where appropriate.





	Sec. 2.  Community wind; Energy Resources Council examination.  The Energy Resources Council shall undertake an examination of the type of electricity generation commonly referred to as "community wind." The council shall:





	1.  Develop a definition of  "community wind";





	2.  Survey and gather information from appropriate agencies and experts with respect to community wind, including, but not limited to, its feasibility, impediments to its development and the need for and options for providing incentives for its development;





�



	3.  Determine what measures, if any, are required to address any impediments to the attraction and development of community wind projects in the State;





	4.  Develop recommendations for any appropriate changes to laws or rules or for the establishment of any financial incentives necessary to attract and develop appropriately sited community wind projects in the State that are consistent with high environmental standards; and





	5.  Provide a report of its findings and recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy no later than January 13, 2006. 





	The Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy may report out legislation on the subject of community wind to the Second Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature.'








SUMMARY





	This amendment, which is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy, replaces the bill. This amendment establishes as the policy of the State that its political subdivisions, agencies and public officials take every reasonable action to encourage the attraction of appropriately sited wind-energy-related development consistent with high environmental standards; the permitting and financing of wind energy projects; and the siting, permitting, financing and construction of wind energy research and manufacturing facilities where appropriate.





	This amendment also directs the Energy Resources Council to study and report on the type of electricity generation referred to as "community wind."  The council is directed to provide a report of its findings and recommendations by January 13, 2006. The Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy is authorized to report out legislation regarding community wind to the Second Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature.








FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED


 (See attached)
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