HPO0795, LD 1151, item 1, 124th Maine State Legislature
An Act To Prohibit the Use of Engine Brakes on All State Roads under Certain Circumstances
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An Act To Prohibit the Use of Engine Brakes on
All State Roads under Certain Circumstances

Beit enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 29-A MRSA 81902-A isenacted to read:

8 1902-A. Engine brakes

1. Prohibition.  Except as provided in subsection 3, a person may not use engine brakes on
state highways as described in Title 23, section 53 and on the interstate highway as defined in Title 23,
section 1903, subsection 3 including that portion designated asthe Maine Turnpikefrom 11 p.m.to7 am.
For purposes of this section, “engine brake” means a supplemental brake system that assists in slowing
avehicle, including, but not limited to, compression release engine brakes and engine retarders.

2. Penalty. A person who violates this section commits a traffic infraction for which the fines
in this subsection are adjudged:

A. For afirst offense, $50:

B. For a2nd offense, $200; and

C. For a3rd or subsequent offense, $500.

3. Emergency. Itisadefenseto aviolation of this section that the operator of a vehicle has
used an engine brake in an emergency situation to avoid imminent danger to a person or property.

SUMMARY

Thisbill prohibitsthe use of engine brakeson state highwaysand on theinterstate highway, including
the Maine Turnpike, from 11 p.m. until 7 am., except in the case of an emergency.
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