HPO0583, LD 776, item 1, 125th Maine State Legislature
An Act To Create a Fair Process for Energy Service Companies Contracting with Maine Schools

PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

An Act To Create a Fair Process for Energy Service
Companies Contracting with Maine Schools

Beit enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA 815915, sub-81, asamended by PL 2005, c. 499, §1, is further amended
to read:

1. Initial agreement. Any school administrative unit may enter into an agreement of up
to 15 years with a private party, such as an energy service or 3rd-party financing company, for the
design, installation, operation, maintenance and financing of energy conservation or combined energy
conservation and air quality improvements at existing school administrative unit facilities. The school
administrative unit's costs to enter into such an agreement are not applicable to the unit's school
construction prOJ ect costs, the debt service on which |seI|g|bIefor subsi dy purposes under sectlon 15907

- sing a competitive
method Set forth in thls chapter and T|tIe 5 sectlon 1743 A and%va&eaad%pee’rakl:aw%%ehapfer

79. The selectlon process must

fe#quahﬂeaﬁen&e#reqtmts#e&prapem}senwre that aII quallfled contractors are aIIowed to compet

fairly on the basis of their qualifications. FheUnless the school administrative unit uses amodel contract
developed by the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of General Services, the

performance criteria in the agfeemeﬁH&adb}eeHeapﬁfeva}unlt s soI|C|tat|on for bi ds and anv contract
for services must be approved by the m

General-Servicesbureau. Arreqﬂestﬁfekqﬂahﬂ%eﬁ&errepesa}sThe school admlnlstratlve unit may

not eontain-terms-that require service providers to have more than 3 years of experience in the energy
conservation field or the use of equipment that is not generally available to service providers or impose
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other terms thaPafeetheHﬂﬂsemelﬂded for the purpose of blas or favoritism toward a partl cular serV| ce
provider. , y

2012 the bureau shall adopt bv rule a model contract for services under thls section that establishes

performance criteria and other terms and conditions that are fair, nondiscriminatory and appropriate to
meet the purposes of this subsection. Rules adopted by the bureau under this subsection are routine
technical rules asdefined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

SUMMARY

This bill removes provisions of law that allow school administrative units to use a process other
than acompetitive bid processin selecting energy service providersfor the design, installation, operation,
maintenance and financing of energy conservation or combined energy conservation and air quality
improvements. This bill requires the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of
Genera Servicesto adopt by rule amodel contract for these services.
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