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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 22 MRSA 83174-QQ is enacted to read:

83174-00. MaineCare pharmacy reimbursement

1. Definition. For the purposes of this section, unless the context otherwise
indicates, "wholesale acquisition cost™ means the cost of a covered brand name or generic
prescription drug based on the size of the package from which the drug is dispensed as
reported by the prescription drug pricing service used by the department.

2. Reimbursement rate. The department shall reimburse pharmacies for dispensing
brand name and generic prescription drugs covered by the MaineCare program based on a
formula that uses the wholesale acquisition cost and that includes a dispensing fee. The
formula and pharmacy reimbursement must be calculated using the wholesale acquisition
cost plus 6.7% and a dispensing fee of $3.35 per prescription.

3. Application. The formula and pharmacy reimbursement required under
subsection 2 applies to reimbursements to pharmacies to cover brand name and generic
prescription drugs dispensed under the MaineCare program beginning September 26,
2011.

4. Rulemaking. The department shall adopt rules to implement this section no later
than October 1, 2011. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical
rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

SUMMARY

This bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to reimburse
pharmacies for dispensing covered brand name and generic drugs under the MaineCare
program based on a formula that includes calculated wholesale acquisition cost plus 6.7%
and a dispensing fee of $3.35 per prescription and allows the department to adopt routine
technical rules. The formula applies to drugs dispensed under the MaineCare program on
or after September 26, 2011.
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