ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

SECOND REGULAR SESSION

23rd Legislative Day

Monday, March 2, 1998



	The Speaker resumed the Chair.

	The House met according to adjournment and was called to order by the Speaker.

	Prayer by Reverend Margaret Edmonston, Winthrop Center Friends Church.

	National Anthem by Messalonskee High School Concert Choir, Oakland.

	Pledge of Allegiance.

	The Journal of Thursday, February 26, 1998 was read and approved.

_________________________________



COMMUNICATIONS

	The Following Communication:  (H.C. 398)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND INSURANCE:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 398)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND INSURANCE

February 24, 1998

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Banking and Insurance has voted unanimously to report the following bill out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 2130� XE "L.D. 2130" �	An Act Relating to Unfair Practices in the Provision of Goods and Services Paid for by Insurance Claims 

We have also notified the sponsor and cosponsors of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Lloyd P. LaFountain III

Senate Chair

S/Rep. Jane W. Saxl

House Chair

	READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________



	The Following Communication:  (H.C. 399)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 399)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE

February 24, 1998

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice has voted unanimously to report the following bills out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 862� XE "L.D. 862" �	Resolve, to Establish a Commission to Examine the Laws Pertaining to Juvenile Offenders 

L.D. 1952� XE "L.D. 1952" �	An Act to Increase Penalties for Certain Sex Offenders

L.D. 2033� XE "L.D. 2033" �	An Act to Create the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act of 1998 

L.D. 2080� XE "L.D. 2080" �	An Act to Enhance the Bail Requirements for Persons Charged with Murder 

We have also notified the sponsors and cosponsors of each bill listed of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Robert E. Murray, Jr.

Senate Chair

S/Rep. Edward J. Povich

House Chair

	READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________



	The Following Communication:  (H.C. 400)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 400)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

February 24, 1998

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs has voted unanimously to report the following bills out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 1544� XE "L.D. 1544" �	An Act to Amend the Process by Which School Construction Is Approved 

L.D. 1967� XE "L.D. 1967" �	An Act to Allow for Greater Efficiency in School Construction 

We have also notified the sponsors and cosponsors of each bill listed of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Peggy A. Pendleton

Senate Chair

S/Rep. Shirley K. Richard

House Chair

	READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________



	The Following Communication:  (H.C. 401)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 401)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

February 24, 1998

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary has voted unanimously to report the following bills out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 1193� XE "L.D. 1193" �	An Act to Permit a Suit Against an Employer Who Knowingly Places a Worker at Risk of Serious Bodily Injury or Death 

L.D. 2067� XE "L.D. 2067" �	An Act to Prevent Employment Discrimination Due to Medical History 

We have also notified the sponsors and cosponsors of each bill listed of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Susan W. Longley

Senate Chair

S/Rep. Richard H. Thompson

House Chair

	READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________



	The Following Communication:  (H.C. 402)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON LABOR:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 402)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON LABOR

February 24, 1998

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Labor has voted unanimously to report the following bills out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 688� XE "L.D. 688" �	An Act to Increase Maine's Minimum Wage 

L.D. 1457� XE "L.D. 1457" �	An Act to Extend the Period for Payment of Workers' Compensation Benefits 

L.D. 1999� XE "L.D. 1999" �	An Act Requiring the State to Pay a Portion of the Health Insurance Premium for Dependents of Retired State Employees 

We have also notified the sponsors and cosponsors of each bill listed of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Mary R. Cathcart

Senate Chair

S/Rep. Pamela H. Hatch

House Chair

	READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________



	The Following Communication:  (H.C. 403)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 403)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

February 24, 1998

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs has voted unanimously to report the following bills out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 2054� XE "L.D. 2054" �	An Act to Make Voting Places Handicapped Accessible 

L.D. 2165� XE "L.D. 2165" �	An Act to Promote the Expansion of Pari-mutuel Simulcast Wagering 

We have also notified the sponsors and cosponsors of each bill listed of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Beverly C. Daggett

Senate Chair

S/Rep. John L. Tuttle, Jr.

House Chair

	READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________



	The Following Communication:  (H.C. 404)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON TAXATION:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 404)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON TAXATION

February 24, 1998

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation has voted unanimously to report the following bills out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 1820� XE "L.D. 1820" �	An Act to Establish a Penalty on Gains from the Sale or Exchange of Land from Which Timber Has Been Harvested 

L.D. 1909� XE "L.D. 1909" �	An Act to Ensure That Temporary Structure Property Is Subject to Taxation 

L.D. 2019� XE "L.D. 2019" �	An Act to Exempt the Lessee Who Purchases a Vehicle from Further Sales Tax on That Vehicle 

We have also notified the sponsors and cosponsors of each bill listed of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Richard P. Ruhlin

Senate Chair

S/Rep. Verdi L. Tripp

House Chair

	READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________



	The Following Communication:  (H.C. 405)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION:Bills Reported Out \"Ought Not to Pass\" (H.C. 405)" �

STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

February 24, 1998

Honorable Mark W. Lawrence, President of the Senate

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Lawrence and Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation has voted unanimously to report the following bills out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 2150� XE "L.D. 2150" �	An Act to Create a Maine Children's Trust Fund Registration Plate 

L.D. 2193� XE "L.D. 2193" �	An Act to Allow Tow Trucks on Posted Roads 

We have also notified the sponsors and cosponsors of each bill listed of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. William B. O'Gara

Senate Chair

S/Rep. Joseph D. Driscoll

House Chair

	READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________



	The Following Communication:  (H.C. 406)� XE "COMMUNICATIONS:UNIVERSITY OF MAINE SYSTEM:OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR:Report on the $500,000 appropriation to impliment the Maine Economic Improvement Strategy (H.C. 406)" �

UNIVERSITY OF MAINE SYSTEM

OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR

107 MAINE AVENUE

BANGOR, MAINE 04401-4380

February 26, 1998

The Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell

Speaker of the House

State House Station

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear Speaker Mitchell:

	Pursuant to Title 10, Section 948, Subsection F, attached please find a report on the $500,000 appropriation to implement the Maine Economic Improvement Strategy.

	As shown, the $500,000 appropriation generated $3.3 million in Federal research support.  If additional information is desired, please do not hesitate to call.

Sincerely,

S/Terrence MacTaggart

Chancellor

	READ and with accompanying papers ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________



	The Following Communication:  (S.C. 562)

THE SENATE OF MAINE

3 STATE HOUSE STATION

AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333

February 26, 1998

The Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell

Speaker of the House

118th Maine Legislature

2 State House Station

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear Speaker Mitchell:

	In accordance with Joint Rule 506, please be advised that the Senate today confirmed, upon the recommendation of the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary the nominations of the Honorable Paul T. Pierson of Stockholm� XE "GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS/SENATE CONFIRMATION:Pierson, Hon. Paul, T., of Stockholm:Confirmed pursuant to Joint Rule 506 (S.C. 562)" � and the Honorable Ian MacInnes of Bangor� XE "GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS/SENATE CONFIRMATION:MacInnes, Hon. Ian, of Bangor:Confirmed pursuant to Joint Rule 506 (S.C. 562)" � for reappointment as Justices of the Maine Superior Court and the Honorable Jessie Briggs Gunther of Milo� XE "GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS/SENATE CONFIRMATION:Gunther, Hon, Jessie Briggs, of Milo:Confirmed pursuant to Joint Rule 506 (S.C. 562)" � for reappointment as a Judge of the Maine District Court.

	Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

S/Joy J. O’Brien

Secretary of the Senate

	READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________



	The Following Communication:  (S.C. 563)

THE SENATE OF MAINE

3 STATE HOUSE STATION

AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333

February 26, 1998

The Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell

Speaker of the House

118th Legislature

2 State House Station

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear Speaker Mitchell:

	In accordance with Joint Rule 506, please be advised that the Senate today confirmed, upon the recommendation of the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government the nomination of Michael F. Kelly of Lewiston� XE "GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS/SENATE CONFIRMATION:Kelly, Michael, F., of Lewiston:Confirmed pursuant to Joint Rule 506 (S.C. 563)" � for appointment as the Commissioner of the Department of Public Safety.

	Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

S/Joy J. O’Brien

Secretary of the Senate

	READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________



PETITIONS, BILLS AND RESOLVES REQUIRING REFERENCE

	The following Bills were received and upon the recommendation of the Committee on Reference of Bills were REFERRED to the following Committee, ordered printed and sent up for Concurrence:

_________________________________



TAXATION

	Bill "An Act to Amend the Law Concerning Tax Base Sharing"

(H.P. 1613) (L.D. 2239� XE "L.D. 2239" �)

Presented by Speaker MITCHELL of Vassalboro.

Cosponsored by Senator DAGGETT of Kennebec and Representatives: GAGNON of Waterville, GREEN of Monmouth, MADORE of Augusta, TESSIER of Fairfield, TRIPP of Topsham, VIGUE of Winslow, Senator: RUHLIN of Penobscot.

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 205.



	Bill "An Act to Provide for Equitable Taxation of All Financial Institutions"

(H.P. 1614) (L.D. 2240� XE "L.D. 2240" �)

Presented by Representative TRIPP of Topsham.  (GOVERNOR'S BILL)

Cosponsored by Senator MILLS of Somerset.

_________________________________



Pursuant to Statute

Department of Human Services

	Representative MITCHELL for the Department of Human Services pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 8072 asks leave to report that the accompanying Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 113: Regulations Governing the Licensing and Functioning of Assisted Living Facilities, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Human Services (EMERGENCY)

(H.P. 1615) (L.D. 2241� XE "L.D. 2241" �)

	Be REFERRED to the Committee on HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES and printed pursuant to Joint Rule 218.

	Report was READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill REFERRED to the Committee on HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES and ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule 218.

	Sent up for concurrence.

_________________________________



REPORTS OF COMMITTEE

Divided Report

	Majority Report of the Committee on BANKING AND INSURANCE reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-820) on Bill "An Act to Create the Managed Care Ombudsman Program" (EMERGENCY)

(H.P. 1305) (L.D. 1848� XE "L.D. 1848" �)

	Signed:

	Senators:

		LaFOUNTAIN of York

		MURRAY of Penobscot

		ABROMSON of Cumberland

	Representatives:

		Mayo of Bath 

		Perry of Bangor 

		Davidson of Brunswick 

		Carleton of Wells 

		Saxl of Bangor 

		Winn of Glenburn 

		O'Neil of Saco 

		Stanley of Medway 

		Bruno of Raymond 

	Minority Report of the same Committee reporting Ought Not to Pass on same Bill.

Signed:

	Representative:

		Jones of Pittsfield 

	READ.

	On motion of Representative Saxl of Bangor the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report was ACCEPTED.

	The Bill was READ ONCE.  Committee Amendment “A” (H-820) was READ by the Clerk and ADOPTED.  The Bill was assigned for SECOND READING Tuesday, March 3, 1998.

_________________________________



CONSENT CALENDAR

First Day

	In accordance with House Rule 519, the following items appeared on the Consent Calendar for the First Day:

	(H.P. 1406) (L.D. 1970� XE "L.D. 1970" �) Bill "An Act to Protect and Maintain Opportunities for Students by Funding Jobs for Maine Graduates"   Committee on APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS reporting Ought to Pass

	(H.P. 1468) (L.D. 2059� XE "L.D. 2059" �) Bill "An Act to Repeal Certain Archaic and Unenforced Laws"   Committee on STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT reporting Ought to Pass

	(H.P. 1487) (L.D. 2086� XE "L.D. 2086" �) Bill "An Act to Continue the Membership of the Maine Legislature in the Council of State Governments"   Committee on APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS reporting Ought to Pass

	(H.P. 1555) (L.D. 2184� XE "L.D. 2184" �) Bill "An Act to Appropriate Funds to the Battleship USS Maine Centennial Committee to Restore and Maintain the Monument to the USS Maine in Davenport Park" (EMERGENCY)   Committee on APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS reporting Ought to Pass

	(H.P. 1577) (L.D. 2210� XE "L.D. 2210" �) Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 890: Consumer Complaint Ratios, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation (EMERGENCY)   Committee on BANKING AND INSURANCE reporting Ought to Pass

	(S.P. 699) (L.D. 1933� XE "L.D. 1933" �) Resolve, Authorizing the State Tax Assessor to Convey the Interest of the State in Certain Real Estate in the Unorganized Territory   Committee on TAXATION reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-467)

	(H.P. 1409) (L.D. 1973� XE "L.D. 1973" �) Bill "An Act Regarding the Energy Testing Laboratory of Maine"   Committee on EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-824)

	(H.P. 1425) (L.D. 1989� XE "L.D. 1989" �) Bill "An Act to Amend the Charter of the Houlton Water Company"   Committee on UTILITIES AND ENERGY reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-826)

	(H.P. 1449) (L.D. 2040� XE "L.D. 2040" �) Bill "An Act to Amend the Law Relating to Special Education Out-of-district Placements"   Committee on EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-823)

	(H.P. 1459) (L.D. 2050� XE "L.D. 2050" �) Bill "An Act to Amend the Laws Concerning Life and Health Insurance"   Committee on BANKING AND INSURANCE reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-819)

	(H.P. 1490) (L.D. 2089� XE "L.D. 2089" �) Bill "An Act to Establish Reasonable Fees for Reports and Other Items From the Office of Chief Medical Examiner"   Committee on CRIMINAL JUSTICE reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-825)

	There being no objections, the above items were ordered to appear on the Consent Calendar tomorrow under the listing of Second Day.

_________________________________



CONSENT CALENDAR

Second Day

	In accordance with House Rule 519, the following items appeared on the Consent Calendar for the Second Day:

	(S.P. 756) (L.D. 2034� XE "L.D. 2034" �) Bill "An Act to Correct Errors and Inconsistencies in Licensing Requirements for Licensed Insurance Professionals and Insurers" (C. "A" S-462)

	(H.P. 1374) (L.D. 1923� XE "L.D. 1923" �) Bill "An Act to Improve Employment Tax Increment Financing" (C. "A" H-818)

	(H.P. 1413) (L.D. 1977� XE "L.D. 1977" �) Bill "An Act to Revise the Hazardous Occupations Provisions of the Child Labor Laws" (C. "A" H-813)

	(H.P. 1439) (L.D. 2003� XE "L.D. 2003" �) Bill "An Act to Clarify and Enhance Certain Municipal Powers Regarding Solid Waste Disposal" (EMERGENCY) (C. "A" H-822)

	(H.P. 1442) (L.D. 2006� XE "L.D. 2006" �) Bill "An Act to Expand the Potato Licensing Laws to Include Rotation Crops" (C. "A" H-817)

	No objections having been noted at the end of the Second Legislative Day, the Senate Paper was PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED in concurrence and the House Papers were PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED and sent up for concurrence.

_________________________________



BILLS IN THE SECOND READING

House As Amended

	Resolve, Instructing the Workers' Compensation Board to Study and Make Recommendations Regarding the Occupational Disease Law

(H.P. 610) (L.D. 835� XE "L.D. 835" �)

(C. "A" H-814)

	Bill "An Act to Clarify the Law Regarding the Discipline of Exceptional Students"

(H.P. 1006) (L.D. 1398� XE "L.D. 1398" �)

(C. "A" H-809)

	Reported by the Committee on Bills in the Second Reading, read the second time, the House Papers were PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED and sent up for concurrence.

_________________________________



House

	Bill "An Act to Improve Voter Participation"

(H.P. 1455) (L.D. 2046� XE "L.D. 2046" �)

	Was reported by the Committee on Bills in the Second Reading and READ the second time.

	On motion of Representative LABRECQUE of Gorham, was SET ASIDE.

	The same Representative PRESENTED House Amendment “A” (H-821), which was READ by the Clerk.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Gorham, Representative Labrecque.

	Representative LABRECQUE� XE "LABRECQUE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I would like to take this opportunity to explain what my amendment does to this particular bill.  If you will look at that bill, it allows for vote by mail.  I understand and we discussed this in committee, this is not a mandate.  It is restricted to municipal elections only if a municipality so chooses to have their municipal elections done by mail.  I do not believe that Maine is ready for this type of an election.  I would point out that many municipalities hold their elections to coincide with the June primary or the November special election or general election.  How would they then be able to conveniently separate those two types of elections?  You would still have your vote by mail and you would still have your poll elections.  I have checked with the Secretary of State's Office.  I have a lot of information here from other states who have been doing vote by mail and some for as long as 10 years.  It works well in these other states because they have a centralized voting system, which we do not have here in Maine.  We are something like $4 or $5 million away from that point.  Rather than read all of this to you, I would point out that the general consensus that I gained from this information is that there is no really appreciable cost savings to having a vote by mail.  There is only a very slight increase in voter participation.  I feel that there is tremendous amount for the ability of being a fraud.

	Maine's town clerks at our committee when we were discussing this, were neither for nor against this, but I will tell you that I have had an extensive conversation with my own town clerk and she would never recommend it for the Town of Gorham.  She explained to me some of the processes that she would have to go through and the tremendous lengths of time that it will take for the election clerk to check your signature on that ballot against the signatures that they have in their record files.  This would not be a speedy process.  As I said, I do believe that Maine is ready to vote by mail.  Even if it is something that a municipality can choose to do, you know as well as I do that if the Town of Gorham does a vote by mail election that your municipality is not going to be satisfied with our results because each municipality has its own uniqueness that would tend to sway the outcome of any type of situation.  I think that we might be putting undue pressures on municipalities for having these types of elections.  I think that they will find that they are more costly at this point in time.  I really urge you to support my amendment.  Thank you Madam Speaker.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Sanford, Representative Tuttle.

	Representative TUTTLE� XE "TUTTLE:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I also will be supporting this amendment.  I have communicated with the Secretary of State's Office and he understands the good Representative from Gorham's concerns.  It is probably going to be an issue that maybe its time hasn't come now, but I am sure it will be revisited in the future.  It is for that reason that I would encourage you to support this amendment.

	The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Wallagrass, Representative Belanger.

	Representative BELANGER� XE "BELANGER:Remarks" �:  Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I also rise in support of this amendment.  I just want to offer a few brief comments.  I also don't agree that Maine is ready for this.  I suggest that a few years from now when all the voting lists are purged that we may want to consider this, but for right now this is the right stuff to go.  I have been on the Minority Report.  This is my main concern with the bill.  I am happy this amendment is proposed.  Thank you.

	ADOPTED.

	The House Paper was PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED and sent up for concurrence



_________________________________



ENACTORS

Emergency Measure

	An Act to Expand the Uses of the Economic Opportunity Fund 

(H.P. 1373) (L.D. 1922� XE "L.D. 1922" �)�(C. "A" H-795)

	Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.  This being an emergency measure, a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the House being necessary, a total was taken.  135 voted in favor of the same and 4 against, and accordingly the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENACTED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.

_________________________________



Emergency Measure

	An Act to Make Additional Allocations from the Public Utilities Commission Regulatory Fund for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1998 

(S.P. 690) (L.D. 1925� XE "L.D. 1925" �)�(C. "A" S-457)

	Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.  This being an emergency measure, a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the House being necessary, a total was taken.  120 voted in favor of the same and 6 against, and accordingly the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENACTED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.

_________________________________



Emergency Measure

	An Act to Make Corrections to the Laws Governing the Maine Bail Code 

(S.P. 744) (L.D. 2022� XE "L.D. 2022" �)�(C. "A" S-459)

	Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.  This being an emergency measure, a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the House being necessary, a total was taken.  132 voted in favor of the same and 1 against, and accordingly the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENACTED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.

_________________________________



Emergency Measure

	An Act to Provide for the 1998 and 1999 Allocations of the State Ceiling on Private Activity Bonds 

(H.P. 1471) (L.D. 2062� XE "L.D. 2062" �)

	Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.  This being an emergency measure, a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the House being necessary, a total was taken.  131 voted in favor of the same and 0 against, and accordingly the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENACTED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.

_________________________________



Acts

	An Act to Name a Highway in Burnham in Honor of Medal of Honor Recipient Corporal Clair Goodblood

(H.P. 1418) (L.D. 1982� XE "L.D. 1982" �)�(C. "A" H-799)

	An Act Regarding the Role of the State Planning Office and the Land and Water Resources Council

(H.P. 1427) (L.D. 1991� XE "L.D. 1991" �)

	An Act to Provide Access to Veterinary Education for Maine Students

(S.P. 739) (L.D. 2017� XE "L.D. 2017" �)�(C. "A" S-456)

	An Act to Promote the Receipt of Federal Funds and to Clarify the Maine Juvenile Code

(S.P. 752) (L.D. 2030� XE "L.D. 2030" �)�(C. "A" S-458)

	Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed, PASSED TO BE ENACTED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.

_________________________________



	On motion of Representative Gerry of Auburn, the House adjourned� XE "ADJOURNMENT:Daily" � at 10:50 a.m., until 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, March 3, 1998.
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