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DIGEST OF BILLS
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Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Committee Analyst
Committee LD Title Sponsor Disposition Law Ch # o
Vote Note
ACF 14 An Act to Provide Indigenous Peoples Free Access to State Parks| Hickman, Craig OTP-AM Enacted PL 707
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Support Died On
ACF 299 Maine's Agricultural and Forestry Sectors and Expand Grant Pluecker, Bill OTP-AM .
o . Adjournment
Eligibility Under the Farmers Drought Resilience Program Fund
An Act to Improve Efficiency of Meat and Poultry Processing Died On
ACF 311 Facilities by Requiring the Designation of State Inspectors as Foster, Steven OTP-AM .
. Adjournment
Essential
L . Died On
ACF 415 An Act to Support Hunger Prevention in Maine Graham, Anne OTP-AM .
Adjournment
ACE 468 An Act to Address Food Insecurity by Helping Maine Residents Ingwersen, OTP-AM Enacted pL 245
Access Locally Produced Food Henry
Resolve, Directing the Department of Agriculture, Conservation
. . . Talbot Ross, Emergency
ACF 473 and Forestry to Enter into Rulemaking Regarding Rule Chapter OTP-AM . Resolve 172
. Rachel Finally Passed
30: Quarantine (Potato)
An Act to Require the Department of Agriculture, Conservation Died On
ACF 510 and Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands to Maintain the Weld | Black, Russell OTP-AM .
. . Adjournment
to Byron Road in Township 6 North of Weld
ACE 593 An Act to Extend Funding for the Land for Maine's Future Black, Russell OTP-AM Pied On
Program Adjournment
ACE 761 An Act to Support .the Maintena.nce,.Pre.servation and Grohoski, Nicole| OTP-AM Pied On
Promotion of State Historic Sites Adjournment
An Act Regarding the Membership of the Maine Land Use OTP-
ACF 870 garding , po Bridgeo, William Enacted PL 534
Planning Commission AM/ONTP
An Act to Provide Free Admission to State Parks and Historic Died On
ACF 1043 |Sites for the Immediate Family Members of Veterans and Active| Hepler, Allison OTP-AM .
- Adjournment
Military Personnel
ACE 1054 An Act to Amend Certain Definitions in the Laws Governing Dill, Jim OTP-AM Enacted pL 609

Conservation Easements
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132ND LEGISLATURE SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2026

Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Committee Analyst
Committee LD Title Sponsor Disposition Law Ch # o
Vote Note
Ought Not to
An Act to Direct the Department of Agriculture, Conservation Pasf Pursuant
ACF 1093 and Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands to Prevent the Use of | Warren, Sophia ONTP to Joint Rule
the Term "State Park" by Nonstate Parks 310
An Act to Increase the Procurement of Maine Foods by Certain Emergenc
ACF 1141 ent y Hickman, Craig | OTP-AM gency PL 521
State Institutions Enacted
An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the Maine Agriculture, Died On
ACF 1252 Food System and Forest Products Infrastructure Investment Hepler, Allison OTP-AM .
. Adjournment
Advisory Board
ACE 1297 Resolve, to Establish the Committee to Study the Use of Stewart, Trey OTP-AM Pied On
Sunflower Crops to Produce Biofuels and Other Products Adjournment
Died On
ACF 1528 An Act to Support Farmland Conservation Bennett, Richard| OTP-AM .
Adjournment
ACF 1547 An Act to Fund Maine's Snowmobile Trail Programs Black, Russell OTP-AM Enacted PL 676
Ought Not to
ACE 1605 An Act to Suppor.t Farmers and Fooo! B.anks Affected by Federal Brenner, Stacy ONTP Pass FTursuant
Funding Cuts to Their Existing Contracts to Joint Rule
310
Resolve, Requiri Revi dA t of the State'
ACF 1661 esolve equlrl.ng a e\{lew and Assessment ot the State:s Frost, Sharon OTP-AM Finally Passed | Resolve 174
Invasive Species Management Efforts
An Act to Enhance Support of Local Nutrition Incentive Inewersen
ACF 2004 | Programs by Modifying the Eligibility Requirements of the Fund gHenr ’ OTP Enacted PL 543
to Address Food Insecurity and Provide Nutrition Incentives 4
Resolve, Authorizing the Director of the Bureau of Parks and
ACF 2006 Lands to Make Certain Land Transactions in Aroostook and Bernard, Sue OTP-AM Finally Passed [ Resolve 134
Somerset Counties
Ought Not to
ing Distributi f h i F fi P P
ACE 2026 An Act Rega.rdlng |str.|but|ons r.0.m the Stipend Fund for Pluecker, Bill ONTP ass .ursuant
Agricultural Fair Competitions and Events to Joint Rule
310
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132ND LEGISLATURE SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2026

Committee Analyst
Committee LD Title Sponsor Disposition Law Ch # o
Vote Note

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 1:

ACE 5039 Fee Sc.hedule, a Major Supstantive Rule of the.Department of oTP .Emergency Resolve 139
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Maine Land Use Finally Passed
Planning Commission
ACF 2040 Resolve, to Study Food Insecurity Measures in Maine Pluecker, Bill OTP-AM Finally Passed | Resolve 144
- - F Aari - - - £
ACE 2096 An Act Regarding Scheduling of Agricultural Fairs and Pulling Mlt.ch.ell, OTP-AM mergency pL 582
Events Christina Enacted
An Act to Eliminate the Natural Areas Program and Reassign

Certain Responsibilities Under the Program to the Department
ACF 2118 of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and to Amend the Law Dill, Jim OTP-AM Enacted PL 706

Governing Administration of the Department of Inland Fisheries

and Wildlife, Bureau of Resource Management
Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 348:
Exemption for On-farm Raising, Slaughter, and Processing of
. Emergency

ACF 2238 Less than 1,000 Ready-to-cook Whole Poultry, a Late-filed OTP Resolve 159

Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry

Finally Passed
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY

LD 14 An Act to Provide Indigenous Peoples Free Access to State Parks

Public Law 2025, chapter 707 provides that a member of a federally recognized Indian nation,
tribe or band in Maine is not required to pay a fee for admission to any state-owned park, historic
site, camping area or beach managed by the State. The law also specifies that to qualify for free
admission, a person is required to present a qualifying tribal identification, as approved by the
respective tribal government, to the park attendant or other designee of the Director of the Bureau
of Parks and Lands within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.

LD 468 An Act to Address Food Insecurity by Helping Maine Residents Access Locally
Produced Food

Public Law 2025, chapter 745 provides one-time funding in the amount of $500,000 in fiscal year
2026-27 to the Fund To Address Food Insecurity and Provide Nutrition Incentives to be used to
match contributions from private and public sources.

LD 473 Resolve, Directing the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to
Enter into Rulemaking Regarding Rule Chapter 30: Quarantine (Potato)

Resolve 2025, chapter 172 directs the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to
temporarily prohibit the importation of seed potatoes from the State of Colorado until the
department has finally adopted an amended version of rule Chapter 30: Quarantine (Potato), a
routine technical rule of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. The law
directs the department to initiate rulemaking on or before May 31, 2026 and to continue to
collaborate with representatives of the potato industry to prevent, to the extent practicable, the
introduction of harmful potato pests that may affect the health, yield and marketability of the
State’s potato crops.

The law requires the department to submit a report, no later than February 2, 2027, to the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and
forestry matters on current standards for certification of seed potatoes in the State, including, but
not limited to, importation requirements, testing requirements and existing quarantines prohibiting
or restricting the transportation of seed potatoes capable of carrying plant disease or insect
infestation. It also authorizes the joint standing committee to submit legislation to the 133rd
Legislature in 2027 based on the subject matter of the report.

Resolve 2025, chapter 172 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective April 21, 2026.

LD 870 An Act Regarding Membership of the Maine Land Use Planning Commission

Public Law 2025, chapter 534 amends the membership of the Maine Land Use Planning

Commission by increasing the number of members from nine to 11 with the Governor appointing

two members. The law directs the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Enacted Law Summaries
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON
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Representatives to jointly appoint one member to the commission and adds qualifications to be
considered by the Governor when appointing members to the commission.

Public Law 2025, chapter 534 was finally enacted in both the House and the Senate prior to the
adjournment sine die of the First Special Session in 2025 as an emergency measure but was not
signed by the Governor. Pursuant to the Constitution of Maine, Public Law 2025, chapter 534
became law without the Governor’s signature on January 11, 2026.

LD 1054 An Act to Amend Certain Definitions in the Laws Governing Conservation
Easements

Public Law 2025, chapter 609 changes the definitions of “conservation easement” and “holder” in
the provisions of law governing property and the conveyance of real estate. “Conservation
easement” means a nonpossessory interest of a holder in real property imposing limitations or
affirmative obligations for certain purposes. This law adds preserving the historical, architectural,
archaeological or cultural aspects of real property as one of those purposes. The law also clarifies
that “holder” includes a federally recognized Indian nation, tribe or band in the State.

LD 1141 An Act to Increase the Procurement of Maine Foods by Certain State Institutions

Public Law 2025, chapter 521 clarifies existing state policy governing food procurement by state
institutions to require rather than encourage the procurement of Maine foods and food products by
state institutions.

The law defines “state institutions” as the Department of Corrections; the Dorothea Dix Psychiatric
Center and the Riverview Psychiatric Center within the Department of Health and Human
Services; and the Maine Veterans’ Homes for the purpose of the Maine foods procurement
program. It also specifies the responsibilities of the institutional food procurement coordinator
within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. The law also authorizes the
coordinator to convene an annual meeting to the extent practicable and within existing resources.

The law provides that state institutions may negotiate directly with Maine food producers and
execute agreements for off-contract purchases of food by commodity type and provides that food
or food products purchased under an off-contract purchase agreement may be priced up to 15%
higher than the same food or food product available under contract.

Public Law 2025, chapter 521 was finally enacted in both the House and the Senate prior to the
adjournment sine die of the First Special Session in 2025 as an emergency measure but was not
signed by the Governor. Pursuant to the Constitution of Maine, Public Law 2025, chapter 521
became law without the Governor’s signature on January 11, 2026.

Enacted Law Summaries
132" Second Regular Session — 2026
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LD 1547 An Act to Fund Maine’s Snowmobile Trail Programs

Public Law 2025, chapter 676 makes the following changes to the laws governing snowmobile
registration fees, effective July 1, 2027.

1. Itincreases from $55 to $70 the snowmobile registration fee for a registration issued December
16th of each year to June 30th of the following year.

2. Ttincreases from $119 to $150 the nonresident seasonal registration fee for a registration issued
December 16th of each year to June 30th of the following year.

3. It also increases from $74 to $94 the nonresident 3-consecutive-day registration fee and from
$99 to $119 the nonresident 10-consecutive-day registration fee.

4. Ttrequires that snowmobile registration fees collected December 16th of each year to June 30th
of the following year must be transferred to the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry. The law specifies how the funds must be allocated, with a portion of the funds
allocated to the Snowmobile Trail Fund of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands and a portion of the funds allocated to a special fund
administered by the Off-road Recreational Vehicle Office of the bureau.

LD 1661 Resolve, Requiring a Review and Assessment of the State’s Invasive Species
Management Efforts

Resolve 2025, chapter 174 directs the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, in collaboration with the Department of
Environmental Protection, the Department of Marine Resources, other state agencies and local
units of government and nongovernmental organizations, to conduct a review and assessment of
the State’s invasive species management efforts. The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
and the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry are required to submit a report
detailing the results of the review and assessment to the joint standing committees of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters; inland fisheries
and wildlife matters; marine resources matters; and environment and natural resources matters by
January 31, 2027. Each joint standing committee may submit legislation based on the report to
the 133rd Legislature in 2027.

LD 2004 An Act to Enhance Support of Local Nutrition Incentive Programs by Modifying
the Eligibility Requirements of the Fund to Address Food Insecurity and Provide Nutrition
Incentives

Public Law 2025, chapter 543 makes funds from the Fund To Address Food Insecurity and Provide
Nutrition Incentives more readily available to local nutrition incentive programs by removing
language that specifies federal food and nutrition assistance programs.

Enacted Law Summaries
132" Second Regular Session — 2026
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LD 2006 Resolve, Authorizing the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands to Make
Certain Land Transactions in Aroostook and Somerset Counties

Resolve 2025, chapter 134 authorizes the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to implement land transactions. The bureau
is authorized to convey approximately seven acres under an existing road in the Town of
Westmanland to the town. The bureau is also authorized to sell approximately 0.25 acres of land
in Seboomook Township and to exchange less than 0.25 acres in the City of Presque Isle to resolve
a long-standing encroachment on the state land.

LD 2039 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 1: Fee Schedule, a
Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry,
Maine Land Use Planning Commission

Resolve 2025, chapter 139 authorizes final adoption of portions of Chapter 1: Fee Schedule, a
major substantive rule of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Maine Land
Use Planning Commission.

Resolve 2025, chapter 139 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective March 19, 2026.

LD 2040 Resolve, to Study Food Insecurity Measures in Maine

Resolve 2025, chapter 144 directs the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to
study opportunities to assess and evaluate food insecurity measures in the State and the State’s
progress in its strategic plan to end hunger by 2030. The law requires the commissioner to seek
input from the advisory committee for the strategic plan, outside organizations and other state
agencies as necessary in conducting the study and authorizes the commissioner to contract with
external agencies to conduct the study. Results of the study must be published and made available
on a publicly accessible website.

The law also requires the commissioner to submit a report with findings and recommendations as
a result of the study to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
agriculture, conservation and forestry matters; health and human services matters; and education
and cultural affairs. Each joint standing committee may submit legislation based on the report to
the 133rd Legislature in 2027.

LD 2096 An Act Regarding Scheduling of Agricultural Fairs and Pulling Events

Public Law 2025, chapter 582 clarifies that an agricultural fair licensee holding an event within
one week of a fair’s assigned fair dates is considered to be operating a fair outside of the fair dates
assigned by the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. The law authorizes a
fair licensee to host an exhibition up to 48 hours prior to the assigned fair dates for the purposes

Enacted Law Summaries
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of displaying and awarding premiums. The law also provides that the commissioner may suspend
the license of a licensee that violates these provisions.

It amends the law governing the distribution of funds from the Stipend Fund to agricultural fair
licensees by allowing prizes paid by a licensee at any competition or event judged up to 48 hours
prior to the licensed fair dates to be considered in calculating the distribution. The law also
provides that this provision does not apply to livestock and poultry competitions or events, youth
livestock and pulling competitions or events, pulling competitions or events or educational
agricultural talks, workshops and demonstrations.

It also authorizes the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to use funds from the
Stipend Fund to provide allowances to licensees for payments made for educational agricultural
talks, workshops and demonstrations without regard to premiums paid for competitions or events
in this category.

The law directs the commissioner, in consultation with the State Harness Racing Commission, to
review rules regarding standards for setting harness racing dates to determine if rule changes are
necessary and to report the commissioner’s findings to the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over agricultural matters.

Public Law 2025, chapter 582 was enacted as an emergency measure effective March 23, 2026.

LD 2118 An Act to Eliminate the Natural Areas Program and Reassign Certain
Responsibilities Under the Program to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and
to Amend the Law Governing Administration of the Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife, Bureau of Resource Management

Public Law 2025, chapter 706 repeals the laws governing the Natural Areas Program administered
by the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry and reassigns certain responsibilities
under the program to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. The law updates relevant
definitions in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12 and cross-references in Titles 36 and 38 to
reflect these changes. The law also reestablishes the Natural Areas Conservation Fund, which is
administered by the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.

The law repeals on September 30, 2029 the provision that prohibits the Commissioner of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife from adopting rules to protect plants and plant communities except when
required for the conservation of rare fish or wildlife species, threatened fish or wildlife species or
endangered fish or wildlife species.

It also directs the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to provide a report, including any
findings and recommendations, to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters and agriculture, conservation and forestry
matters regarding the effect of this prohibition. Each joint standing committee may submit
legislation based on the report to the 134th Legislature in 2029.

Enacted Law Summaries
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LD 2238 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 348: Exemption for On-farm
Raising, Slaughter and Processing of Less than 1,000 Ready-to-cook Whole Poultry, a Late-
filed Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Resolve 2025, chapter 159 authorizes final adoption of Chapter 348: Exemption for On-farm
Raising, Slaughter, and Processing of Less than 1,000 Ready-to-cook Whole Poultry, a major
substantive rule of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.

Resolve 2025, chapter 159 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective April 13, 2026.

Enacted Law Summaries
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Summary of Committee Actions

% of Comm % of All
BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number Activity Bills/Papers
A. Bills referred to Committee
Bills referred and reported out 9 60.0% 1.2%
Bills carried over from previous session 6 40.0% 0.8%
Total Bills referred 15 100.0% 2.0%
B. Bills reported out by law or joint order and 0 0.0% 0.0%
not referred back to committee
C. Bills referred and not reported out 0 0.0% 0.0%
Total Bills considered by Committee 15 100.0% 2.0%
Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee
Joint Study Orders referred and reported out 0 0.0% 0.0%
Joint Resolutions/Orders referred and reported out 0 0.0% 0.0%
Joint Resolutions/Orders carried over from previous session 0 0.0% 0.0%
Total Orders and Resolutions Referred 0 0.0% 0.0%
% of this % of All
Committee's Committee
COMMITTEE REPORTS Number Reports Reports
A. Unanimous committee reports
Ought to Pass 3 20.0% 0.7%
Ought to Pass as Amended 9 60.0% 2.0%
Leave to Withdraw 0 0.0% 0.0%
Ought Not to Pass 0 0.0% 0.0%
Total unanimous reports 12 80.0% 2.7%
B. Divided committee reports
Two-way reports 3 20.0% 0.7%
Three-way reports 0 0.0% 0.0%
Four-way reports 0 0.0% 0.0%
Total divided reports 3 20.0% 0.7%
Total committee reports 15 100.0% 3.4%
. CONFIRMATION HEARINGS 6 N/A N/A
% of Comm % of All
. FINAL DISPOSITION Number Bills/Papers Bills/Papers
A. Bills and Papers enacted or finally passed
Joint Study Orders 0 0.0% 0.0%
Public laws 9 60.0% 1.2%
Private and Special Laws 0 0.0% 0.0%
Resolves 6 40.0% 0.8%
Constitutional Resolutions 0 0.0% 0.0%
Total Enacted or Finally Passed 15 * 100.0% 2.0%
B. Major substantive rules
Authorized without legislative changes 2 100.0% 22.2%
Authorized with legislative changes 0 0.0% 0.0%
Not authorized by the Legislature 0 0.0% 0.0%
Total number of rules reviewed 2 100.0% 22.2%
C. Bills vetoed or held by Governor
Vetoes over-ridden 0 0.0% 0.0%
Vetoes sustained 0 0.0% 0.0%
Held by the Governor 0 0.0% 0.0%
Total 0 0.0% 0.0%

™ Total number of enacted laws includes two bills that were reported out of the ACF Committee during the 131st First Regular or First Special
Sessions, carried over on the Special Appropriations Table and enacted during the Second Regular Session; and two bills that were enacted
either during the First Regular or First Special Sessions, held by the Governor and became law at the beginning of the Second Regular Session.

Prepared by the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis
132nd Legislature, Second Regular Session
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