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Committee Analyst
Committee LD Title Sponsor Disposition Law Ch # o
Vote Note
An Act to Establish a Take-back and Disposal Program for
ENR 222 Firefighting and Fire-suppressing Foam to Which Perfluoroalkyl | Ankeles, Dan OTP-AM Enacted PL 525
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances Have Been Added
OTP- Died On
ENR 317 An Act to Enact the Safe Cosmetics Act Warren, Sophia .
AM/ONTP | Adjournment
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Responsibility Options for All Batteries 310
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ENR 1519 nActtotreatea fawar SIp Frogram for Flectronic Smoking Gramlich, Lori OTP-AM Enacted PL 769
Devices and Related Products
ENR 1696 Resolve, to Study Maine's A?solute Domin'!on and Beneficial Gramlich, Lori OTP- Pied On
Use Laws Relating to Water Rights AM/ONTP | Adjournment
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON
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LD 222 An Act to Establish a Take-back and Disposal Program for Firefighting and Fire-
suppressing Foam to Which Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances Have Been
Added

Public Law 2025, chapter 525 requires the Department of Environmental Protection, in
consultation with the Department of Public Safety, Office of the State Fire Marshal, and when
funds are available, to design and, by July 1, 2027, implement a take-back and disposal program
for firefighting and fire-suppressing foam to which perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances
have been intentionally added that is located in the State and that is in the possession of a person
located in the State. The program must provide for the collection of such firefighting or fire-
suppressing foam from a person that voluntarily requests collection and for the safe and contained
disposal of the collected foam. The department may contract with a 3rd-party entity to implement
and administer the program, may adopt rules as necessary for the implementation and
administration of the program and may receive funds, grants or contributions from public or private
sources to design and implement the program.

Public Law 2025, chapter 525 was finally enacted in both the House and Senate prior to the
adjournment sine die of the First Special Session in 2025 but was not signed by the Governor.
Pursuant to the Constitution of Maine, Public Law 2025, chapter 525 became law without the
Governor’s signature on January 11, 2026.

LD 474 An Act to Establish a Stewardship Program for Primary and Rechargeable Batteries

Public Law 2025, chapter 608 requires producers of primary batteries and rechargeable batteries
and of products that contain those batteries to individually, collectively or through a battery
stewardship organization submit to the Department of Environmental Protection for review and
approval a plan for the establishment of a battery stewardship program to manage primary and
rechargeable batteries sold by producers in the State. One hundred and eighty days after such a
battery stewardship plan is approved by the department, a producer of primary batteries,
rechargeable batteries or products that contain those batteries may not sell, offer for sale or
distribute for sale in or into the State a primary battery, rechargeable battery or product that
contains those batteries unless the producer participates in an approved battery stewardship
program, individually, collectively or through a battery stewardship organization.

LD 646 Resolve, Establishing the Commission to Study Unmanaged Storm Water Pollution

Resolve 2025, chapter 166 establishes the Commission to Study Unmanaged Storm Water
Pollution. The commission is directed to review, study and analyze existing scientific literature
and data on storm water pollution and to submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on
Environment and Natural Resources by December 1, 2026, which is authorized to submit a bill to
the 133rd Legislature in 2027 related to the subject matter of the report.

Enacted Law Summaries
132" Second Regular Session — 2026
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LD 1519 An Act to Create a Stewardship Program for Electronic Smoking Devices and
Related Products

Public Law 2025, chapter 769 requires that, on or before November 1, 2027, a producer of
electronic smoking devices, individually, collectively or through a stewardship organization, must
submit to the Department of Environmental Protection for review and approval a plan for the
establishment of a stewardship program to manage unwanted electronic smoking devices sold by
the producer at the end of the device’s life. One hundred eighty days after a stewardship plan is
approved by the department, a producer of electronic smoking devices may not sell or offer for
sale in the State an electronic smoking device unless the producer participates, individually,
collectively or through a stewardship organization, in an approved electronic smoking device
stewardship program.

LD 1870 Resolve, to Assess the Total Cost to the State of Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Resolve 2025, chapter 168 directs the Department of Environmental Protection to conduct an
assessment of the costs to the State of the emission of greenhouse gases for the period that began
on January 1, 1995 and ended on December 31, 2024. The department may contract with a
consultant to conduct that assessment. On or before January 1, 2028, the department is required
to submit a report containing the results of that assessment to the joint standing committees of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over environment and natural resources matters, labor matters,
judiciary matters and energy, utilities and technology matters. After reviewing the report, the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over environment and natural resources
matters may report out a bill relating to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 133rd
Legislature.

LD 1904 An Act to Establish the Municipal Shoreline Protection Legal Fund

Public Law 2025, chapter 715 establishes the Municipal Shoreline Protection Legal Fund within
the Department of Environmental Protection to provide financial assistance to municipalities that
have incurred or expect to incur legal costs in pursuing shoreland zoning violations. In accordance
with rules adopted by the department, a municipality that receives financial assistance from the
fund may be required to reimburse the fund following the settlement or final adjudication of the
legal claim for which the financial assistance was received.

Public Law 2025, chapter 715 also amends the Natural Resources Protection Act to direct that, of
the total penalties paid by all persons found to have violated that Act in any fiscal year, the
Commissioner of Environmental Protection shall ensure that $100,000 of that amount, or the total
amount of penalties paid in the fiscal year if that amount is less than $100,000, is deposited in the
Municipal Shoreline Protection Legal Fund.

Public Law 2025, chapter 715 also directs the State Controller, on or before September 1, 2026, to
transfer $100,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Department of

Enacted Law Summaries
132" Second Regular Session — 2026
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Environmental Protection, Municipal Shoreline Protection Legal Fund, Other Special Revenue
Funds account and provides a corresponding allocation.

LD 2037 An Act to Update the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative Allowances

Public Law 2025, chapter 550 amends certain provisions governing the regional greenhouse gas
initiative. The law amends the amount of carbon dioxide emissions allowances the State may
auction as a participant in the regional greenhouse gas initiative for the year 2027 and each
subsequent year. It also eliminates requirements for establishing and developing carbon dioxide
offset project categories.

LD 2063 An Act to Clarify Activities Allowed Under the Natural Resources Protection Act
Public Law 2025, chapter 590 amends several provisions in the Natural Resources Protection Act.

1. It adds the hand planting of native vegetation, the hand planting of native dune vegetation and
certain corrective actions to the list of activities for which a permit is not required.

2. It clarifies the provisions regarding the circumstances under which a permit is not required
when an emergency activity is conducted to alleviate a threat caused by a flood event.

3. It adds great ponds and habitat for state endangered and state threatened species that is
significant wildlife habitat to the list of areas under the Department of Environmental
Protection’s compensation program and provides the department with 3rd-party enforcement
rights to enforce deed restrictions or conservation easements executed to meet a requirement
under its compensation program.

LD 2070 An Act to Improve the Management of Landfill Leachate and Wastewater
Treatment Plant Sludge at Solid Waste Landfills

Public Law 2025, chapter 651 does the following.

1. It provides that a facility requiring an air emission license that processes or incinerates sludge
must implement best available control technology for any new source and best practical
treatment for any existing source to minimize emissions of perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl
substances from the facility to the ambient air.

2. It provides that, in accordance with a schedule approved by the Department of Environmental
Protection, a new or expanded solid waste landfill that requires for its construction or
expansion a permit under the Natural Resources Protection Act for the alteration of freshwater
wetlands must incorporate a leak detection system into the landfill’s engineering design;
integrate into the landfill’s water quality monitoring plan the use of that leak detection system
and the sampling and analysis of groundwater on the landfill site for perfluoroalkyl and

Enacted Law Summaries
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polyfluoroalkyl substances; and provide the results of that groundwater sampling and analysis
as part of the landfill’s annual report.

It prohibits a licensed solid waste facility from processing, beneficially reusing or disposing of
sludge at that facility unless the sludge has been characterized by the entity that generated the
sludge in accordance with a plan approved by the department, which must include sampling
and analysis of the sludge for perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances.

It prohibits the Commissioner of Environmental Protection from finding, for the purposes of a
public benefit determination, that a new or expanded solid waste landfill owned by the State
provides a substantial public benefit unless the landfill treats the leachate collected from the
landfill to reduce the concentrations of perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances in the
leachate in accordance with a license issued by the department.

It amends provisions of law regulating State-owned solid waste disposal facilities to provide
that the Carpenter Ridge site may not be developed as or used for the operation of a State-
owned solid waste disposal facility, including, but not limited to, a State-owned solid waste
landfill. It prohibits the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of
General Services and other state agencies from applying for, and the Department of
Environmental Protection from issuing, a new or expanded license or an amendment to or
renewal of an existing license for the operation of a State-owned solid waste disposal facility
at the Carpenter Ridge site. It also prohibits the bureau and other state agencies from operating
or contracting for the operation of a State-owned solid waste disposal facility at the Carpenter
Ridge site. It also provides that the Penobscot Nation has the right of first refusal to purchase
the Carpenter Ridge site, or any portion of the Carpenter Ridge site, that may be proposed for
sale by the bureau or other state agency having ownership over the site, in a manner consistent
with applicable laws or rules regulating the sale of State-owned property.

It directs the bureau to procure technical information from waste industry professionals
regarding criteria and considerations for siting new solid waste facilities in the State and for
the sustainable management of special wastes and municipal solid waste bypass to ensure that
sufficient capacity is available for those wastes that are generated in the State until at least
2050. On or before March 1, 2027, the bureau is required to submit to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over environment and natural resources
matters a report setting forth the technical information procured by the bureau. The committee
is authorized to report out related legislation to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.

It directs the Department of Environmental Protection to conduct an evaluation of its rules
regulating solid waste facilities and identify opportunities to develop new or support or
improve existing facilities, technologies, programs, initiatives or processes in a manner
consistent with the State's solid waste management hierarchy. In conducting that work, the
department is required to solicit input from and invite the participation of waste industry
stakeholders and the general public. On or before January 15, 2028, the department is required
to submit a report setting forth the results of the evaluation, including any recommendations
for legislative action, to the committee. The committee is authorized to report out related
legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 133rd Legislature.

Enacted Law Summaries
132" Second Regular Session — 2026
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Public Law 2025, chapter 651 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 13, 2026.

LD 2141 An Act Regarding Enforcement of the Annual Reporting Requirement of the Laws
Governing Unclaimed Beverage Container Deposits

Public Law 2025, chapter 731 provides the Department of Environmental Protection with authority
to enforce the requirement for annual data reporting regarding unclaimed deposits for beverage
containers. Specifically, the law provides that an initiator of deposit that fails to submit an annual
report regarding deposit transactions commits a violation of the beverage container redemption
laws, is subject to applicable penalties under those laws and, as long as the violation exists, is
prohibited from selling or distributing in the State any beverage container subject to the
requirements of the beverage container redemption laws. A distributor or dealer may not sell or
distribute in the State any containers of the initiator, and the department may remove from sale
any such containers of the initiator.

LD 2171 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 305: Natural
Resources Protection Act - Permit by Rule Standards and Portions of Chapter 335:
Significant Wildlife Habitat, Major Substantive Rules of the Department of Environmental
Protection

Resolve 2025, chapter 150 authorizes final adoption of portions of Chapter 305: Natural Resources
Protection Act - Permit by Rule Standards and portions of Chapter 335: Significant Wildlife
Habitat, provisionally adopted major substantive rules of the Department of Environmental
Protection that were submitted to the Legislature for review pursuant to the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 5, chapter 375.

Resolve 2025, chapter 150 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective April 3, 2026.

LD 2187 An Act to Update Certain Water Quality Standards and to Reclassify Certain
Waters of the State

Public Law 2025, chapter 616, which implements the recommendations of the Board of
Environmental Protection resulting from its review of the State’s water quality classification
system and related water quality standards, implements specific updates to certain water quality
standards and water quality classifications under state law based on water quality data and
recommendations made by the United States Environmental Protection Agency, the Department
of Environmental Protection and other persons during the board’s review.

Enacted Law Summaries
132" Second Regular Session — 2026
Page 5 of 6



JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

LD 2210 An Act to Clarify Board of Environmental Protection Procedures Regarding
Appeals of Licensing or Permitting Decisions of the Commissioner of Environmental
Protection

Public Law 2025, chapter 618 amends procedures of the Board of Environmental Protection
regarding appeals of licensing or permitting decisions of the Commissioner of Environmental
Protection as follows.

1. It specifies the composition of the record to be considered by the board in deciding an appeal
of a final license or permit decision of the commissioner.

2. It clarifies that an appellant to a final license or permit decision must include in the appeal all
information required by rule of the board.

3. It clarifies the persons that may offer proposed supplemental evidence in an appeal proceeding
before the board and the circumstances under which that evidence may be submitted to the
board and provides that it is the chair of the board that determines the admissibility of that
evidence.

4. Tt codifies a longstanding practice of the Department of Environmental Protection to allow a
licensee or permittee, if the licensee or permittee is not an appellant to a final license or permit
decision, to submit to the board a written response to the merits of the appeal.

LD 2227 An Act to Update Financial Assurance Requirements for Certain Solid Waste
Facilities

Public Law 2025, chapter 621 amends financial assurance requirements for certain solid waste
processing facilities and solid waste disposal facilities to align with federal regulations governing
financial assurance criteria for solid waste facilities adopted by the United States Environmental
Protection Agency. It also provides that a licensee subject to those financial assurance
requirements must annually review and, as necessary and in accordance with Department of
Environmental Protection rule, update its financial assurance mechanisms. The law also provides
that the department may require an applicant or licensee subject to those financial assurance
requirements to conduct and submit to the department an independent 3rd-party financial review
of any proposed form of financial assurance.

Enacted Law Summaries
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Summary of Committee Actions

% of Comm % of All
BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number Activity Bills/Papers
A. Bills referred to Committee
Bills referred and reported out 11 61.1% 1.5%
Bills carried over from previous session 7 38.9% 1.0%
Total Bills referred 18 100.0% 2.5%
B. Bills reported out by law or joint order and 0 0.0% 0.0%
not referred back to committee
Total Bills considered by Committee 18 100.0% 2.5%
Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee
Joint Study Orders referred and reported out 0 0.0% 0.0%
Joint Resolutions/Orders referred and reported out 0 0.0% 0.0%
Joint Resolutions/Orders carried over from previous session 0 0.0% 0.0%
Total Orders and Resolutions Referred 0 0.0% 0.0%
% of this % of All
Committee's Committee
COMMITTEE REPORTS Number Reports Reports
A. Unanimous committee reports
Ought to Pass 1 5.6% 0.2%
Ought to Pass as Amended 4 22.2% 0.9%
Leave to Withdraw 2 11.1% 0.5%
Ought Not to Pass 2 11.1% 0.5%
Total unanimous reports 9 50.0% 2.0%
B. Divided committee reports
Two-way reports 9 50.0% 2.0%
Three-way reports 0 0.0% 0.0%
Four-way reports 0 0.0% 0.0%
Total divided reports 9 50.0% 2.0%
Total committee reports 18 100.0% 4.1%
. CONFIRMATION HEARINGS 4 N/A N/A
% of Comm % of All
. FINAL DISPOSITION Number Bills/Papers Bills/Papers
A. Bills and Papers enacted or finally passed
Joint Study Orders 0 0.0% 0.0%
Public laws 11 61.1% 1.5%
Private and Special Laws 0 0.0% 0.0%
Resolves 3 16.7% 0.4%
Constitutional Resolutions 0 0.0% 0.0%
Total Enacted or Finally Passed 14 * 77.8% 1.9%
B. Resolves to authorize major substantive rules
Rules authorized without legislative changes 1 100.0% 11.1%
Rules authorized with legislative changes 0 0.0% 0.0%
Rules not authorized by the Leqislature 0 0.0% 0.0%
Total number of rules reviewed 1 100.0% 11.1%
C. Bills vetoed or held by Governor
Vetoes over-ridden 0 0.0% 0.0%
Vetoes sustained 0 0.0% 0.0%
Held by the Governor 0 0.0% 0.0%
Total 0 0.0% 0.0%

*

Total number of enacted laws includes one bill that was reported out of the ENR Committee during the 131st First Regular or First Special Sessions,
carried over on the Special Appropriations Table and enacted during the Second Regular Session; one bill reported out of the ENR Committee

and carried over on the Special Study Table and enacted during the Second Regular Session; and one bill that was enacted during the First
Regular or First Special Sessions, held by the Governor and then became law at the beginning of the Second Regular Session.

Prepared by the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis
132nd Legislature, Second Regular Session
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