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June 24, 2026 
 

 
Aaron Frey, Attorney General 
6 State House Station 
Augusta, Maine  04330-0006 
  
Dear Attorney General Frey, 
 
Please accept this letter as a formal request by the Government Oversight Committee for a legal opinion 
per 5 M.R.S. § 195.  We seek this opinion on the scope of any authority the Office of Program 
Evaluation and Government Accountability (OPEGA) may or may not have (and the Committee’s 
corresponding authority to direct that office) to pursue a program evaluation of the Maine Community 
Foundation’s collection, management, and distribution of funds in response to the October 2023 mass 
casualty shooting in Lewiston, Maine.   
 
We make this request based in part on the premise that the Director of OPEGA has advised he is not 
aware of any facts indicating that the funds at issue included any portions that constituted “public” funds 
appropriated or otherwise provided by the State of Maine, and accordingly in his view, 3 M.R.S. § 
992(4) would thus appear to limit his office’s reach in this realm.   
 
For further background, at the June 17, 2026, meeting of our Committee, we discussed a letter (attached) 
from one of our Members, Representative John M. Eder, which is the genesis of our request.  In his 
letter, Representative Eder asks the Committee to consider directing OPEGA to undertake the above 
program evaluation.  In discussion yesterday, Representative Eder also suggested that the City of 
Lewiston may have donated public funds.  If true, Representative Eder asked whether this could support 
OPEGA oversight jurisdiction.  In this regard, it appears that the City of Lewiston may have collected 
and redistributed private donations.  See https://www.lewistonmaine.gov/m/newsflash/home/detail/1760 
 
In any event, there are three elements of our request, but we also welcome your insights on any other 
facts or law that may be relevant to our consideration of Representative Eder’s request.  The three 
elements may be divided as follows: 
 

1. Is the OPEGA Director correct that his office may lack jurisdiction to perform a program 
evaluation of purely private donations received by the Maine Community Foundation, a 
nonprofit corporation, despite the reference to nonprofit corporations in 3 M.R.S. § 991?   

https://www.lewistonmaine.gov/m/newsflash/home/detail/1760
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2. Whether the City of Lewiston’s distribution to the Maine Community Foundation of funds (as 

reported by Lewiston) would be subject to OPEGA program evaluation, including but not limited 
to by operation of revenue sharing by the State of Maine with Lewiston (see 30-A M.R.S. § 
5681)? 
 

3. If there are any facts establishing that some “public” funds (as that term is used in the OPEGA 
statutes (see 3 M.R.S. § 992(4)) were part of any funds at issue here, would such a portion of 
“public” funds somehow confer program evaluation authority upon OPEGA to review even the 
handling and disposition of the private donations? 

 
For ease of reference, the recording of the relevant Committee discussion is archived beginning at 
10:22:10 of the following link:  https://legislature.maine.gov/audio/#220?event=97470&startDate=2026-
06-17T09:30:00-04:00 
 
Thank you. 

Very truly yours, 
 
 

    
Craig V. Hickman  Anne-Marie Mastraccio 

        Senate Chair                  House Chair 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: Members, Government Oversight Committee  
      Peter Schleck, Director Office of Program and Evaluation and Government Accountability    
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