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The cleanest part of 
Camden Harbor is 
the wastewater 
outfall pipe during 
heavy rain.





Step 1 — 
Mapping the 
Municipal 
Drainage 
Network









DEP permits and 
licenses are treated by 
municipal boards as 
gold level endorsement. 



• DEP Stormwater Triggers & Key Terms
• Statutory Triggers:
• Stormwater Law (38 M.R.S. 420-D): 1+ acre of 
disturbed area, or 20,000+ sq ft impervious in at-risk lake 
watersheds.
• Site Law (38 M.R.S. 481): Residential subdivisions with 
15+ lots or 30+ acres; commercial sites 20+ acres.
• Chapter 500 Standards: State rules setting water 
quality treatment and peak flow control benchmarks.
• Terms vs. Municipal Reality:
• Department Order: State licensing approval based on 
paper design models, not long-term field oversight.
• Structural BMPs & Treatment Buffers: Engineered 
detention ponds and wooded buffers legally defined as 
active treatment infrastructure, not landscaping.
• Orphaned Infrastructure: Drainage networks left to 
defunct HOAs after towns accept subdivision roads for 
plowing and paving.
• 5-Year Recertification: Mandated maintenance 
renewals that routinely lapse without state tracking.
• Condition Modifications: Desk-approved permit 
revisions granted without checking whether the parent 
development is failing or in violation.







• Unpermitted Clearing (2023): A lot 
owner cleared a designated 50-foot 
wooded pine reserve along Chestnut 
Street, later stating they were 
unaware of the recorded plat 
restrictions. 
• Retroactive DEP Stamp (July 2025): 
DEP issued an amendment revising 
the 50-foot reserve down to 25 feet, 
finding that the change "will not 
unreasonably cause or increase 
flooding". 
• The Regulatory Blind Spot: The 
State approved removing active tree 
canopy buffer without ever 
inspecting the parent subdivision to 
see that its primary detention pond 
was completely abandoned. 







"No Approvals While in Violation" 
Rule
• Prohibit the Maine DEP from 
approving minor revisions, 
amendments, or condition 
modifications for any development 
where parent stormwater 
infrastructure is uncertified or 
failing. 
Centralized Recertification 
Registry
Establish an active, publicly 
searchable state portal for 5-year 
Chapter 500 recertifications that 
automatically alerts municipal 
public works and code offices 
when systems lapse.



• "As Maine invests millions to mitigate unmanaged runoff, 
protect fisheries, and stabilize coastal watersheds, why does our 
roadside management rely on chemical defoliation that weakens 
ditch banks, accelerates sediment transport, and discharges 
untested chemical mixtures directly into receiving waters?"

Common citizen and 
conservation 
commission concern
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