


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-8) 

The amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section. This a1nendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter. 73 creates the Support Animal Welfare special registration plate. Proceeds from the plate 

will be divided equally between the all.imalwelfar.e auxiliary fund and the Compafilon Animal Sterilization Fund, 

both of which ar.eadministeredby the Depar.tment of Agriculture, Food and. Rural Resources. 

LD213 An Act To Allow Military Reenlistees To Obtain a Veterans 

Registration Plate 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

SAVIELLO OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-66 

This bill allows a person who served at least one tour of duty in the United States Anned Forces and who reenlists 

into the United States Armed Forces to be eligible to receive veterans registration plates for vehicles and 

motorcycles upon application. It also adds reenlistees to those eligible to receive the special commemorative decals 

for medals awarded. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-66) 

This amendment, which replaces the bill, provides that any person who has served in the United States Armed 

Forces for at least 3 years and who continues to serve qualifies for special veterans registration plates for 1notor 

vehicles and a motorcycle. The amendment also directs the Secretary of State to recall the special veterans 

registration plate ofa recipient who has been less than honorably discharged from the United States Armed Forces. 

The arnend1nent also provides that the Secretary of State is not required to purchase or manufacture additional 

special veterans registration plates ifthe demand by applicants who qualify for the plates exceeds the ar.mual supply. 

If the demand exceeds the annual supply, the amendment directs the Secretary of State to maintain a waiting list for 

those who qualify for special veterans registration plates and to issue plates at the earliest date on which plates are 

available. 

Enacted Law Summary 

----- ----

PublicLaw 2009, chapter sq p'.9vides that any pe'.'onwho has the Unit.ed States Armed Forces for.at least 

3 years an.d who continues to serve qualifies for special veterans registrati9n plates for motor vehicles and a 

!"otorcycle'. It di.reels .the Sec1·etary of S(ate to recall the special ve\erans registration plate of a recipient who has 

been less tharr honorably discliar.ged froni the United S(ates Anned 

It also provi4es that of State is .not required tbpu;chase manufactureadditiopal special veterans ..... . 

registration plates if the by applicants who qualify for the plates exce.,ds the. annual supply ... If the demand. 

exceeds the the law directs. the Secretary o to maintain a waiting list for those who qualify · 

special veterans registration plates and to issue plates at the ear.lies!. date on which plates a.re available. 
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LD221 An Act To Modify the Laws Regarding Seat Belts 

Sponsor(s) 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-9 

This bill adds newspaper delivery persons engaged in the delivery of newspapers to the list of people who do not 

need to be secured in a seat belt. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S~9) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, clarifies that a 

newspaper delivery person must be engaged in the actual delivery of newspapers from a vehicle or is performing 

newspaper delivery duties that require frequent entry into and exit from a vehicle to be exempt from the seat belt 

requirement in current law. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter 34 clarifies that a newspaper delivery Pfrson must be engaged in the actual delivery of 
newspapers from a vehicle eris performing newspaper deliyery duties that require frequent entry into .and exit frcim 

a Vehicle-to-be- exempt frOITtthe s~a(b~_lfre'quire1llent ·in .cufren:i)aw. 

LD240 An Act To Extend the Exception to Axle Fines during the Midwinter 
Season 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

JACKSON OTP-AM S-10 

This bill removes the repeal date of the law that allows exceptions to axle fines during the midwinter. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-10) 

The committee amendment adds a sunset of September 15, 2011 to that portion oflaw in the Maine Revised 

Statutes, Title 29-A, section 2360-A that eliminates axle weight fine violations during the months of January and 

February on most state roads. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P.;Wic L~w 2009;~h~pter 444ad.ds a~ul1~etof s~pte,;,ber 15, 201i to that porlionoflawinthe.l\1ail1eR.evi;ea · 
Statutes, Title 2~-A,secti9n 2360-A that eliminates rode weight fine violations during the months of January and 
Februaiy on most state roads. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 444 was enacted as an emergency Dleasure ej'fective June 18, 2009. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

Resolve, To Direct the Department of Transportation To Establish a 

Memorial Park Honoring Veterans in Topsham 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOODALL LTW 

This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to establish and designate with appropriate signs and notices a 
memorial park off Route 196 in the Town of Topsham to honor the memory of those who have served in the milita1y 
and lost their lives in Iraq or Afghanistan. 

LD261 An Act To Increase Safety in Construction Zones 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ROTUNDO ONTP 

This bill provides that a person may not operate a motor vehicle while using a mobile telephone or handheld 
electronic device in an area in which the Commissioner of Transportation or the Executive Director of the Maine 
Turnpike Authority has restricted the speed limit for construction or maintenance activity. The bill also provides 

that the penalty for a violation of this provision is at least $50 for the first offense and at least $250 for the 2nd or 
subsequent offense. 

LD262 Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Install a 

Flashing Light in Charleston 

Sponsor(s) 

IBO MAS 
PLOWMAN 

Committee Rep01i Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to install a flashing red and yellow traffic signal at the 
intersection of Route I IA, School Road and Atkinson Road in Charleston. 

LD263 An Act To Provide Placards to Drivers Who for Medical Reasons Are 

Not Required To Wear Seat Belts 

Sponsor(s) 

CLARKH 

JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 
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This bill allows a driver who for medical reasons cannot wear a seat belt to receive a placard indicating the driver is 

not required to wear a seat belt. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-11) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, provides that a 

certificate from a physician, which documents a person1s medical condition and the opinion of the physician, is valid 

for the period designated by the physician and may not exceed one year. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PubiicLaw 2009, chapter 436 allows a dri"'er who for medicalreasons cannot wear a seat belt to receive a 

placard indicating the driver is not required to weara seatbelt. It.also provides that a certificate from a 
physician, whi.ch documents a persm1's medical condition andthe opinion of the physician, is valid for the 

period designated by .the physician and may n()t exceed one year; 

LD269 An Act To Appropriate Funds To Equip State Trooper Cars with Cages 

Sponsor(s) 

BEAUDOIN 

NASSR 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill includes a one-time General Fund appropriation of $73,950 and a one-time Highway Fund allocation of 
$71,050 to equip each state trooper vehicle with a security cage and an ongoing General Fund appropriation of 

$15,300 and an ongoing Highway Fund allocation of$14,700 to move the units from old vehicles to new vehicles. 

LD296 Resolve, To Name the Gorham Bypass 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

KNAPP OTP 

This resolve names the new Gorham bypass the Bernard P, Rines Bypass. 

Enacted Law Summary 

l.lesolve2oo9, chapter 6.names the 11ew Gorha;l}'~ypass the Bernard P .. Rines Bypass. 

LD297 An Act To Ensure That Medical Equipment Found in a Repossessed 
Vehicle Is Returned to the Owner 

Sponsor(s) 

CRAY 

SHERMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 
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This bill provides that the lienholder of a repossessed vehicle must return medical equipment found within that 
vehicle to the owner of the vehicle. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-26) 

This amendment, which replaces the bill, provides that if a consumer notifies a debt collector that unsecured 
property taken with a repossessed vehicle includes a medical device or equipment necessary for health and welfare 

and that the consumer does not have practicable means to retrieve the medical device or equipment, then the debt 
collector is required to make arrangements to have the medical device or equipment promptly returned to the 

consumer if the consumer has made a reasonable request that the medical device or equipment be returned. It also 
provides that the debt collector can add the cost of retwning the medical device or equipment to the consumer's debt. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapi~i4s providesthatifa .consumer notifi~~ ~ debtcllliectlli iliaiunsecl!red proper1y taken with· 
a repossessed vehicle includes a medical device or equipment necessary for betuth and welfare and that the · 

boiisUIIler dae·s not have praCtica_ble _means_ to retrley~ ihe_ medical device or equiPment~ th-en th~_ debt co~lector-is 
required to make arrangements tohave the medical device. ()r equipment promptly returned to the consum~r if the 
con.sumer has made .a reasonable request that the medical. devi~e or equipmentbe returned. It also provides that the 

debt collectnr can add the cost of returning the m.edical de.vice or equipment f<> the consumer's debt. 

LD333 An Act Making Unified Highway Fund and Other Funds Allocations for 

the Expenditures of State Government and Changing Certain 

Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State 

Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2009, June 30, 2010 

and June 30, 2011 

Sponsor(s) 

MAZUREK 
DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-539 

H-582 PIOTTI 

Part A makes appropriations and allocations of funds for the 2009-20 I 0 biennium. 

Part B makes appropriations and allocations of funds for approved reclassifications and range changes. 

PUBLIC 413 
EMERGENCY 

Part C recognizes projected additional Personal Services savings in the Statewide Attrition account in the 
Department of Administrative and Financial Services for Highway Fund departments and agencies statewide from an 
increase in the attrition rate from 1.6% to 5% for the 20 I 0-2011 biennium. It authorizes the State Budget Officer to 
transfer funds and adjust the allocations to the affected departments and agencies. 

Part D requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the savings in each Highway Fund account for the Executive 

Branch Departments and Independent Agencies Statewide from not granting a 4o/o salary increase effective January 
1, 2009 to unclassified employees whose salaries are subject to the Govemor1s adjustment or approval. It authorizes 
the transfer of the savings by financial order upon approval of the Governor. These transfers are considered 

adjustments to allocations in fiscal years 2009-10 and 2010-11. 

Part E authorizes the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services to offer an employee retirement 

incentive program, designed to encourage employees who are eligible to retire to do so. It requires the State Budget 
Officer to calculate the savings and transfer the amounts by financial order upon approval of the Governor. It 

requires that the vacated positions remain vacant from August 1, 2009 to June 30, 2011. 
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Part F auth01izes the Maine Municipal Bond Bank to issue up to $50,000,000 of GARVEE bonds for transportation 

projects programmed in fiscal years 2009-10 and 20 I 0-11. 

Part G authorizes the State Controller to transfer amounts exceeding $100,000 from the unallocated balance in the 
Highway Fund after all commitments to the Highway and Bridge Capital and Maintenance and Operations programs 

within the Department of Transportation for capital needs. 

Part H allows the transfer of Personal Services savings in the Highway and Bridge Capital and Maintenance and 
Operations programs within the Department of Transportation for capital needs. 

Part I requires the Chief Information Officer to review the current organizational structure, systems and operations 
of information technology units to improve organizational efficiency and cost-effectiveness. It authorizes the Chief 
Information Officer to manage and operate all ihfonnation technology systems in the executive branch and to 
approve all information technology expenditures from a consolidated account. It requires the Chieflnfonnation 
Officer to identify savings and position eliminations to the Highway Fund and other funds from efficiencies. It 
requires the State Budget Officer to transfer position counts and available balances by financial order upon approval 
of the Governor to the Office of Information Technology consolidated account for the provision of those services. 
These transfers are considered adjustments to authorized position count, appropriations and allocations in fiscal 
years 2009-10 and 2010-11. 

Part J transfers the savings to the Highway Fund from changing the Highway Fund and General Fund allocations in 
the State Police account to the TransCap Trust Fund in accordance with Public Law 2007, chapter 682, section 3. 

Part K changes the portion of the employee health insurance premium that is paid by the State. Historically, the 
State has contributed lOOo/o of the premium cost for each employee. The contribution will be reduced for employees 
earning at least $50,000 annually, declining to 95% for employees earning at least $50,000 but less than $90,000 
yearly, and to 90% for employees earning $90,000 or more each year. It requires the State Budget Officer to 

calculate the savings and transfer those amounts by financial order upon approval of the Governor. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-539) 

Part A provides appropriations and allocations necessary for the operation of State Government for the fiscal years 
ending June 30, 2010 and June 30, 2011. 

Part B provides appropriations and allocations to provide funding for approved reclassifications and range changes. 

Part C recognizes projected additional Personal Services savings in the Statewide Attrition account in the 
Department of Administrative and Financial Services for Highway Fund departments and agencies statewide from an 
increase in the attrition rate from 1.6% to 5% for the 2010-2011 biennium. It authorizes the State Budget Officer to 
transfer funds and adjust the allocations to the affected departments and agencies. 

Part D requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the savings in each Highway Fund account for the Executive 
Branch Departments and Independent Agencies - Statewide account from not granting a 4% salary increase effective 
January I, 2009 to unclassified employees whose salaries are subject to the Governor's adjustment or approval. It 
authorizes the transfer of the savings by financial order upon approval of the Governor. These transfers are 
considered adjustments to allocations in fiscal years 2009-10 and 2010-11. 

Part E requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the savings that have occurred as a result of the retirement 
incentive program authorized by Public Law 2009, chapter 213, Part Y and transfer the amounts by financial order 

upon approval of the Governor. 

Part F authorizes the Maine Municipal Bond Bank to issue up to $50,000,000 ofGARVEE bonds for transportation 
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projects programmed in fiscal years 2009-10 and 2010-11. 

Part G authorizes the State Controller to transfer amounts exceeding $100,000 from the unallocated balance in the 
Highway Fund after all commitments to the Highway and Bridge Capital, Highway and Bridge Light Capital and 

Maintenance and Operations programs within the Department of Transportation for capital needs. 

Part Hallows the transfer of Personal Services savings in the Highway and Bridge Capital, Highway and Bridge 

Light Capital and Maintenance and Operations programs within the Department of Transportation for capital and all 
other needs. 

Part I requires the Chieflnfonnation Officer to review the current organizational structure, systems and operations 
of information technology units to improve organizational efficiency and cost-effectiveness. It authorizes the Chief 
Information Officer to manage and operate all information technology systems in the executive branch in accordance 
with a memorandum of agreement with each agency. It authorizes the Chief Information Officer to approve all 
information technology expenditures from a consolidated account. It requires the Chief Information Officer to 
identify savings and position eliminations to the Highway Fund and other funds from efficiencies. It requires the 
State Budget Officer to transfer position counts and available balances by financial order where allowable upon 
approval of the Governor to the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Information 
Technology consolidated account for the provision of those services, such that all the infonnation technology 
services that are funded by the Highway Fund are reflected in future Highway Fund budgets as Highway Fund 
allocations. These transfers are considered adjustments to authorized position count, appropriations and allocations 
in fiscal years 2009-10 and 20IOw11. It requires an annual reconciliation between actual services rendered and 
services budgeted and directs that any savings be returned to the Highway Fund as unallocated surplus. It provides 
for an annual report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction ·over transportation matters 
and allows an agency to request more frequent reconciliations regarding info1mation technology services specific to 
that agency. 

Part J transfers the savings to the Highway Fund from changing the Highway Fund and General Fund allocations in 
the State Police account to the TransCap'Trust Fund in accordance with Public Law 2007, chapter 682, section 3. 

Part K requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the savings achieved from changes made to employee health 
insurance and transfer those amounts by financial order upon approval of the Governor. 

Part L requires that the State Budget Officer calculate the amount of savings that applies against each Highway Fund 
account for all departments and agencies from savings associated with eliminating inerit increases and transfer the 
amounts by financial order upon the approval of the Governor. 

Part M requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the savings achieved from the shutdown of State Government. 

for 10 days in each year of the 2010-2011 biennium. 

Pait N authorizes the State Controller to transfer $5,341,830 from the Highway Fund Compensation and Benefit 
Plan account to the unallocated surplus of the Highway Fund at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009. 

Part 0 authorizes a decrease in the allocation for the Urban-Rural Initiative Program in fiscal year 2009-10 due to 
the decrease in the Highway Fund allocation to the Department of Transportation for highway purposes for fiscal 

year 2008-09. 
This Part provides for a reduction in funding to the Urban-Rural Initiative Program of$5,000,000 in fiscal year 

2010-11. 

Part P provides that a total of $104,431 in fiscal year 2009-10 from Highway Fund accounts in the Legislature and 

the Office of Program Evaluation and Government Accountability lapses to the unallocated surplus of the Highway 
Fund in fiscal year 2009-10. 

825 



Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

Part Q clarifies that the bridge TransCap Trust Fund revenue bonds authorized by Public Law 2007, chapter 647 can 

be used for the removal or related capital costs of bridges. 
This Part pennits bond issuers to place limits on the a1nount of borrowing based on revenue strea1ns and provides 
that capital projects funded with TransCap revenue bonds have a useful life as long as the bond term. 

Part R recognizes savings in the Statewide Salary Adjustment account from hnplernenting a decrease in charges 
made by the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Division of Financial and Personnel Services for 
its services. It authorizes the State Budget Officer to transfer funds and adjust the allocations to the affected 
departments and agencies. 

Part S requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the amount of savings that applies against each Highway Fund 
account for all departments and agencies from savings associated with eliminatin'g longevity payments and transfer 
the amounts by financial order upon the approval of the Governor. 

Part T authorizes the Department of Transportation, in cooperation with interested parties, to study the highway 
system classification for the purposes of simplification. The department shall report its results to the Joint Standing 
Committee on Transportation by January 15, 2010. 

Part U makes adjustments to Highway Fund allocations in fiscal year 2008-09. 

Part V provides for funding in fiscal year 2009-10 for reimbursement of sand and salt storage facilities to the Town 
of Trenton and the City of Bath. 

Part W amends the gasoline and special fuel tax statutes to apply the gasoline and diesel fuel tax rates to blended 
fuels containing more than 1 Oo/o gasoline or less than 90% biodiesel and removes redundant language. It also 
amends the indexing statute to prevent an inflation index from being less than one. 

Part X clarifies that any grants issued from the TransCap Trust Fund must be used for capital projects with a useful 
life of at least 10 years and that bonds may be used only for capital projects that have an anticipated useful life of at 

least as long as the bond term. It authorizes the Depart1nent of Transportation to request and the Maine Municipal 
Bond Bank to issue a revenue bond in an amount whereby the resulting annual debt service cost does not exceed 
$10,000,000 to be used for highway reconstruction projects with an estimated useful life of 10 years of greater. 

House Amendment "D" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-582) 

This amendment replaces $5,000,000 of the Highway Fund allocation for the municipal Urban-Rural Initiative 

Program with TransCap Trust Fund revenues, and allocates the Highway Funds previously to be used for the 
Urban-Rural Initiative Program to the Department of Transportation's Highway and Bridge Light Capital program to 
fund an estimated 135 miles of maintenance paving statewide over 2 years. Pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, 
Title 23, section 1802-A, subsection 1-A and section 1803-B, rural Urban-Rural Initiative Program funds must be 

used for capital improvements that have a life expectancy of at least 10 years. 

The amendment removes the authorization of TransCap Trust Fund revenue bonds in Part X, section 2 and replaces 
it with the authorization to issue up to $30,000,000 ofTransCap Trust Fund revenue bonds for capital highway 
projects with an estimated useful life of 10 years or greater. The amendment allocates $25,000,000 of the bond 

proceeds for capital projects having a useful life of at least 10 years and $5,000,000 to eliminate the proposed 
reduction of municipal Urban-Rural Initiative Program funds in fiscal year 2010-11. 

The amendment further ensures that the Department of Transportation may use all funds available in the TransCap 
Trust Fund for its Highway and Bridge Capital program for projects with an estimated useful life of 10 years or 

greater. 
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The amendment also requires the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation to find a solution to fund 600 miles of 
maintenance surface treatment paving per year without further impacts to the TransCap Trust Fund and to submit a 
bill to implement the solution. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw 2009, chapter 413 provides appropriations and allocations necessary for the operation ofState 

Goverrnnentfor the fiscal yearsendingJune 30, 2010 and June 30, 2011. It provides appropriations and a!1oc.ations 

to provide funding for approved reclassifications andrnnge changes. It recognizesprojected additional Personal 

Services savings in the Statewide Attrition accoun; in the Department of J\.dministrati~e and Financial Services for 

Highway Fund departments and ag~ncies statewide from an increase.in tbe attrition. rate from 1.6% to 5% for the 

2010-2011 b_ienniurn. It authorizes the State Budget Officer to transfer funds and adjust the allocations. to the 

affected departmentsand agencies. 

It requires th~ State Budget ()fficer to calculate the savings in each Highway Fund ~ccount for the Executive Branch 

J)epartments a!lil Independent Ag~ncies - Statewid_e account from not granting a~% salary increase effective 

!anuary l, 2009 to unclassified em~loyee.swhose salaries are subj~ct to the Govern0r'.s adjustment or approval. n 
aut.h?rizes the !'=sfe; of the savings by financial order upon appr.wal .of the Gov0rnor; These transfers are 
considered.adjustments to allocatiC,11s in fiscal years 2009.IO and 2010-11. 

Itrequires the State Budget Officer to 9alculate the savings that have occurred as a result of the retirement incentive 

program ~llt)l9rized by Public Law 2009, chapter 213, Part Y and transfer the amounts by financial order upon . 

~pproval oftbe (lovemor. 

Itiill!horizesthe.Maine M\l"kipalJ.i°ond Bank to issue up to_$50,000,000of GARVEE·bonds for transportation 

projects programmed in: fiscal years2009-10. and _20.l 0.11. 

Ita:thoriZ!'S ~e State Controller totl"ansferamounts exceeding $}90,000 from the unallocated balance in tbe 

~gh1vay Fund after all c?mmil!nents to the Highway andBridgeCapital, Highway and Bridge Light Capital and 

Mainte.nance and Operations programs witbin the Department of Transportation for capital needs. -· :-. __ , 
\ .'<·:_. ,,-,, .. ·L·:· '· .> ·' . -. . ·:-. < 

It a[ lows the transfer of Pers"onal .services savings in tbe Hi&hway and Bridge Capifal; High"'ay ru".d Bridge Light 
Capital and.Maintenance and Operations programs within the Department ofTransp0rtation for capital and all other 

:_:,-_· ,-,· "-<-- ,;• -

Itre~llif~~the Chieflnf~rtll~ti9n{)fficer to r~view the currenforganization~l structure,systeri:.s arid operations of 

inform.ation technology .unitsto improve organizational effiCien~y and cost-~ffectiveness. It authorizes the Chief 

Infol1llation Officer t~ manage and operate all. information t:chnology systems in the <lx7cutive branch in accordan.ce 

with a me11/orandum ~fagree~ent~ith each agency .. It a~tho1faes the Chief Information Officer to approve all · 
infol1llation te~hnology expenditul"s from. a consolidated acc.ount. Itrequires the (;!Jf eflnfomiation Officer to 

identify s~yings and position eliminations to the Highway Fund and other fonds from efficiencies. It requires the 

SMeBudg,etOfficertotransferposition counts and avaHable balanc~s by financial order.where allowable upon 

appro;yal of th~ Governor to the Department of Administrative and Financia[Services,Office of Information 

Te~hnol9gy cons? Ii dated accounrfo.: the provision of those s0rvic:es, such that all lhfl inforru~tion technology 
servk~s tbat.arefOnded by tbe Highway Fund are reflected in future Highway Fund budgets. as Highway Fund 

~llocatipq.~<-Ih.e-~e-tr~nsfers_ are ".()Il~idered _adjustn1~nts to_ authoriz,ed posit_ion count, _appropriation~ _and alh')cations 
in fiscal gears 2009'10 and 2010-11 ... It requires an annual reconciliatiqn _between actual services rendered and ..• 

servises b~dgeted and directs that any savings be returned fotbe Highway Fund asunallocated smplus. It provides 

for an annualreport lo the joint.standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transp~rtation matters 

a11d ~ll9WS an, agency·t~ requ~st JtlOl'e frequent-reconciliations ,regarding information _technology Seivices spe<:ific to 
that agen9y, 

It tran~fbrs the savings t~ tire Hi~hway Fund from changing the Highway Fund and General .Fund allocations in the 
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St~te Police account t~ th~f,;.ri~Cap Trust Furid in accordancew'it11 Public Law 2()07, ch~pte~ 682, ~ection 3. 

It requires the State Budget Officer to calculate the savings achieved from changes made to employee health 
insurance_ i:indtranSfer_ thOse amorints by financi3I _order upon approval of the Governor. 

Itrequfres that the State Budget Officer calculate the amount of savings that applies against each Highway Fund 
account f6f" all dej)~ents and agencies frO~ savings associated '\Vith elimiriating merit increases and transfer the 
amow1ts by fo;iancial orgerupon the approval of the Governor. · 

Ifrequires the State Budget Officer·to calculate the·savings achieved from the shutdown of State Government for 10 
days in each year of the 2010-201 Lbienniwn. 

It authorizes th~ State Controller to transfer $5,341,830 from the Highway Fund Compensation and Benefit Plan 
account to the unallocated surplus ofthe Highway Fund atthe close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009. 

It provides that a total of $104,4~1 in fiscal year 2009,10 from Highway Fund accounts in the Legislature and the 
Office of PrograrnEvaluatiog and Government Accountability lapses to the unallocated surplus of the Highway 
Fund in fis~l!l year2009-10. < · 

It~l,,;.ifles that the pridge Trails Cap Trust Fundrevenue bonds authorized by Public Law 2007, chapter 64 7 can be 

usedf~rth~ rem~val or related capital costs of bridge~. It also permits bond issuers to place limits on the amount of 
boTI"Owing based on revenue strelllils and provides that capital projects funded with TransCap revenue bonds have a 
useful life as.long a5thebond term; 

. . . . . . . ' . . 

itre~o~~s sav~gs inthe Statewide Salary Adjustment account from implementing a decrease in charges made by 
the __ -D_epartpie~t _of Adm,inis1;fativ~--*1td Fin_anciaLServices,--Division __ o_fFinancial and Personnel Services for its 
services,. Itauthorizes the State Budget Officer to transfer funds and adjust the allocations to the affected 
departn;ients and agencies, 

- ' ' -

Itr"q~ji"es the~tate Budget Officerto calculate the amount of savings that applies against each Highway Fund 
accountforalldepa1trnents and ag~.ncies from savings associated with eliminating longevity payments and transfer 
the amounts !Jy financial order upon the approval of the Governor. 

f fa~~~ri~est~~Department ofTransportation, in cooperation with interested parties, to study the highway system 
classificatiqn fotthepurposes of simplification. The department shallrepmtits results to the Joint Standing 
Con:imfttee onJ'ransportation by Ja~uary 15, 2010. . . 

- ,_:--· ,, ' . 
. .-.. ___ , - ' ' -- : '' ' 

Itmakesadjustn:ients to High.way,Fund allocations in fiscal year 2008-09. 
'' -- _·: <·.-

I; provicleNor funding in fi;cal year 2009-1 Oforreimbursement of sand and salt storage facilities to the Town of 
Tienton and tb.e City of Bath, · 

_;-·- ," ; .-},_-:·_ :: ' ·,_ ·:-:.· - ,-

It ameml~tUegasoline ~dspecial fuel tax statutes to apply the gasoline and diesel fuel tax rates to blended fuels 
co~taining!"ore than 10% gasoline Of less than 90% biodiesel and removes redundant language. It also amends the 
indexing statute to prevent an inflation index from being less than one. 

Th.ela.w teplaces $5,000,000 of the Highway Fund ~llocation for the municipal Urban-Rural Initiative Program with 
TransCap Trust Fuµd revenues, and allocates the Highway Funds previously to be used for the Urban-Rural 
Initiative Program to the Department of Transpmtation's Highway and Bridge Light Capital program to fund an 
e~thnaied_-1~_5,_::-~·dles_·ofm~intenance pavihg st_atewid~ over 2 years._- Pursuant_to the Maine Revised Statut_es, _Title 23, 
section l.~02-~'. sub~ectiqn 1-A and. section 1803-B, 1w·al Urban-Rural Initiative Program funds must be used for 
papltal improvements .th~t have a life .eJ>pec)ancy ofat least 10 years. 
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The law authorizes the issuauce of up to $30,000,000 of TrausCap Trnst Fund _revenue bonds for capital highway 

projects with au estimated useful life of 10 years or greater. It allocates $25,000,000 of the bond proceeds for 

capital projects having a useful life of at least 10 years aud $5,000,000 to eliminate the proposed reduction of 

municipal Urban-RrnaLinitiative Program funds in :fiscal year 20 I 0-1 L 

The law further ens mes th~t the Department of Trausportatimi may nse _all funds available in the TrausCap Trust 

Fund for its Highway and Bridge Capital program for projects with au estimated useful life of I 0 years or greater. 

It also requires the Joint Standliig Comm_ittee on Transportation to finda so1ution to fund 600 miles of maintenance 

srnface treatment paving per year without further impacts to the TrausCap Trnst Fund aud to submit a bill to 

implement the solrition. · 

Public _Law 2009, chapter 413 was enacted as an emergency measure effective Jun_e 16, 2009; 

LD338 An Act To Improve the Visibility of Automobiles 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BLISS ONTP 

This bill requires that a motor vehicle1s headlights must be on during atmospheric conditions unfavorable to 

visibility. 

LD343 An Act To Establish a Specialty License Plate To Increase Funding for 

Autism Programs 

Sponsor(s) Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

PERRYJ ONTP 

This bill establishes a specialty license plate to increase funding for autism programs. 

ONTP 

ONTP 

LD356 An Act To Increase the Safety of Automobile Drivers ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

BLISS 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires an operator of a vehicle to be properly secured in the operator's seat belt instead of simply secured. 

This requires the chest strap to be used by operators in addition to the lap belt. 
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Committee Amendment ''A'' (S~11) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

LD383 An Act To Ensure That All Toll and Intermodal Transportation 

Facilities and Roadway Lighting within the Maine Turnpike Corridor 

Are Consistent with Maine's Quality of Place Goals 

Sponsor(s) 

HILL 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides that all contracts and agreements relating to the construction or reconstruction of toll facilities and 

intermodal transportation facilities and to the replacement or installation of permanent outdoor luminaires within the 
Maine Turnpike corridor must be certified by the Executive Department, State Planning Office as meeting quality of 

place goals as established by the State Planning Office by rule. 

ONTP 

LD386 An Act To Establish a Process for the Determination of a Reasonable 

Price in the Use of Eminent Domain by the Maine Turnpike Authority 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

HILL 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires that, when taking property by eminent domain, the Maine Turnpike Authority determine the fair 
market value of property or interests to be one of the following, whichever yields the highest value: 

I. The average fair market value of the property or interests over the previous 5 years; 

2. The average fair market value of the property or interests over the previous 10 years; or 

3. The average fair market value of the property or interests over the previous number of years equal to the number 

of years between the previous 2 municipal property valuations for property tax purposes. 

The bill also provides that the Maine Turnpike Authority may not acquire by eminent domain any property or 
interests unless the authority publicly documents that no other site or design is consistent with public convenience 

and necessity. The bill also provides that the Maine Turnpike Authmity may not use the cost of a site or design as a 
factor when determining whether a site or design is consistent with public convenience and necessity. 

Committee Amendment ''A'' (H-67) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 
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An Act To Ensure That Fair and Actual Funds from Maine Turnpike 
Authority Toll Receipts Be Given to the Department of Transportation 
Annually 

Sponsor(s) 

HILL 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires that the Maine Turnpike Authority submit to an annual audit by the State Auditor to determine 

compliance with the law governing the use of turnpike revenues. 

LD412 An Act To Create an Animal Welfare Trailer License Plate 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PLOWMAN ONTP 

This bill establishes a specialty license plate for trailers to support animal welfare. The registration and renewal fees 

would support the Animal Welfare Fund, which helps support the expenses of furnishing animal license blanks, 

stickers and tags, travel expenses and salaries for animal welfare personnel, costs and payments to animal shelters 

and other expenses necessary in the administration of the laws concerning animal welfare. 

LD432 An Act To Ensure That the Maine Turnpike Authority Conducts Public 
Hearings for Construction and Reconstruction Projects and That All 
Public Records of the Maine Turnpike Authority Are Open for 
Inspection 

Sponsor(s) 

HILL 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill provides that all public records, as defined in Maine's freedom of access laws, of the Maine Turnpike 

Authority must be open for public inspection. 

The bill also directs the Maine Turnpike Authority to conduct public hearings that give municipalities and other 

political subdivisions of the State and members of the public notice of and opportunity to comment on transportation 

planning, capital investment and project decisions prior to any construction or reconstruction project on the turnpike. 
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Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Install a 

Traffic Light at an Intersection in Sabattus 

Sponsor(s) 

DOSTIE 
NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to install a traffic signal at the intersection of Route 132 and 

Route 126 where they connect to Pleasant Hill Road in the Town of Sabattus. 

LD 436 An Act To Include Trucks in the Definition of "Low-speed Vehicle" 

Sponsor(s) 

THERIAULT 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-24 

This bill amends the definition of "low-speed vehicle11 to mean a 4-wheeled motor vehicle so that it includes trucks 

as well as auto1nobiles. This bill removes language regarding ATVs, since the definition of 11motor vehicle11 already 

excludes ATVs. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-24) 

This amendment retains language regarding ATVs to clarify that low-speed vehicles do not include ATVs. This 
amendment also increases the weight limit for low-speed vehicles to the maximum permitted by federal rule. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public L~w 2009, chapter 42lllnend~ the deflnitlcm of "16w,.spee4vehi~l~''to11lean a4,wheeled mbtCJrvO'hicle ;o 
that it includes trucl<s as well as ~utomobiles. H. also increases the weight limif for Jow,sj:leed vehicles to. the · 
m~mumpennitted by federal rule; 

LD437 An Act To Require a Person under 18 Years of Age To Wear a Helmet 

While on a Motorcycle 

Sponsor(s) 

CAIN 
GERZOFSKY 

Committee Report 

OTP MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill changes the age under which a motorcycle operator or passenger is required to wear protective headgear 

from under 15 years ofage to under 18 years of age. This change would bring the headgear requirements for 
motorcycle operators or passengers into conformity with the headgear requirements for snowmobile operators or 

passengers on trails funded by the Snowmobile Trail Fund and ATV operators or passengers. 

Enacted Law Summary 

pu.blic Law2009,.chapter 50 cllal)ges the age uilder.which amotor~ycle operatoi'or passengerisr~quired to wear . . 
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pf~ttocti~e headgear fr~m 'und~ri5 ye~;~ ~fage to tinder 18 years of ag.;. This chaoge brings the h~~clge~~ . 
requirements for motorcycle operators or passengers into conformity with the headgear requirements for snowmobile 

operators or passengerson trails funded by the Snowmobile Trail Fund and ATV operators or passengers. 

LD451 An Act To Clarify the Law Regarding Reinstatement of a Driver's 

License 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

BRIGGS 

BRYANTB 

OTP-AM H-38 

This bill requires that upon the suspension of a drivees license, the court or the Secretary of State infonn the driver 

that the license will be reinstated only upon payment of the reinstatement fee. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-38) 

This amendment, which replaces the bill, excludes a conviction for 11operating after suspension" as an offense used 

to define nhabitual offender" when the suspension upon which the conviction is predicated is based solely on failure 

to pay a reinstatement fee. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P.ubli~-'1:~~~·2009~·~h·~pter.-·58 .exci~deS aOO-~viction r~r-:_·-·Op-e~atillg.:afteI .. Sllspe~i~ii·.··as ~ .d{fe~~.~:~~·~cft~··-d~fine -
''habitualoffender0 when the suspension upon which the conviction is predicated is based solely on failure to pay a 
reinstateinent- fee~· 

PUBLIC 58 

LD452 An Act To Include the Town of Falmouth as a Member of the Greater 

Portland Transit District 

PUBLIC 18 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

NELSON 

AL FOND 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill includes the Town of Falmouth as a member of the Greater Portland Transit District. The bill authorizes 

other municipalities located wholly or partially in the Portland Area Comprehensive Transportation System to apply 

and be accepted for membership in the Greater Portland Transit District. The bill also authorizes the representation 

of those municipalities on the board of directors of the Greater Portland Transit District to be determined by mutual 

agreement between the municipality and the board of directors of the Greater Portland Transit District. The bill also 

defines 11Portland Area Comprehensive Transportation System. 11 

Enacted Law Summary 

PubllcLaw2009, chapt~~ 18 includes the Town ~fFalmouth as a member of the Gr~ate~ Portla~d Tr~sit rn;irict. It 
a11thorizes other municipalities located wholly or partially in the. Portland j\reaComprehensive Transportatiop 

Systell1 to apply and be accepted for membership in the GreaterPortlaod Transit J:?istrict. It also authorizes the 

representation of th\>se municipalities on theboardof directors of the .Greater PortlandTransit I;>i~trict to. be 

determined. by mUtlJ~I agreell1e'!t between tile municipality aodthe board of directors. of the Greater Portland Traosit 

Dis.trict. The law also defines "Pqr,tland Area Comprehensive Trall$portation System." 

' .·.·.< 

Public Lmy 2009, chapter 18 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 3, 2009. 
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LD 453 An Act To Require Motorcyclists To Wear Helmets ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

BEAUDOIN 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

ONfP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill makes statutory changes to require operators and passengers of motorcycles on public ways to wear 
protective helmets. This bill also corrects cross-references. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-297) 

This amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

LD 485 An Act To Allow Public-private Investment in Transportation 

Infrastructure Projects 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

MACDONALD ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill authorizes the Department of Transportation to pursue public-private partnerships for the construction of 
certain transportation facilities. The bill establishes a process for entering into a public-private agreement and 
authorizes both solicited and unsolicited proposals for public-private partnerships for the construction of 
infrastructure projects, including highways and bridges. Finally, the bill provides that infrastructure projects must 

have the concurrence of the department and be consistent with the Sensible Transportation Policy Act. 

LD 486 An Act To Make Allocations from Maine Turnpike Authority Funds for 

the Maine Turnpike Authority for the Calendar Year Ending December 

31, 2010 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-109 

This bill makes allocations from gross revenues of the Maine Turnpike Authority for the payment of the authority's 

operating expenses for the calendar year ending December 31, 2010 in accordance with the requirements of the 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 1961, subsection 6. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-110) 

Effective February 1, 2009, the Maine Turnpike .Authority increased turnpike toll rates, raising $20,100,000 in 

revenue for the authority1s operating expenses. This amendment, which is the minority report, directs the Maine 
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Turnpike Authority to roll back the toll increase ofFebruaty 1, 2009 and decreases the Maine Turnpike Authority's 

operating budget by $20,100,000. The ainendment makes allocations from Maine Turnpike Authority funds of 

$24,536,751 for the authority's operating expenses for the calendar year ending December 31, 2010. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-109) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, incorporates a fiscal note. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2009, ·chapter 16 makes allocations from gross revenues of the Maine Twnpike Authority 

for the payment of the authority's operating expenses for the calendar year ending December 31, 2010 in accordance 

with the requireme_nts of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 1961, subsection 6. 

LD513 An Act To Update the Casco Bay Island Transit District Enabling Law 

Sponsor(s) 

HARLOW 

BLISS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill amends the charter of the Casco Bay Island Transit District by giving the district authority to provide 

support services, such as parking for inhabitants of the islands comprising the district as well as other passengers 

served by the district. This bill also clarifies that the director from the Town of Chebeague Island must be a resident 

or property owner, the same as any of the others directors. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Prlvat~ mdSpe~fulLa,;;2oo9,;;h~pt~r 3 amends th;; charter of the c,,;co Bay _Island Tl'\'11sit District by giving the . .. . . . ..... . 

district authority to provide support services, such as parking -for inhabitants of the islands .comprising the diWict aS 
)Veil as 0th.er passengers served by the district It also clarifies that the director from the Town of Chebeague Island 

niu~t~-~ a resident-or p~_op_erty __ o~er, the sa~e as any of the-others cl,i_rec_t()_rS: 

P&S3 

LD537 Resolve, To Return Two-thirds of the Purchase Cost of Sears Island to 

the People of Maine 

DIED BETWEEN 
HOUSES 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CE BRA 

This resolve directs the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services to rebate 

2/3 of either the amount of state funds used to purchase 931 acres on Sears Island or the cu1Tent market value of the 

931-acre state-owned portion of Sears Island, whichever is higher, to taxpayers who are residents of the State. 
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LD 541 Resolve, Regarding the Retention of Dealer Plates in Light of Recent 

Economic Conditions 

RESOLVE14 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

BROWNE 
GOOLEY 

Committee Rep01t 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-10 

This resolve places a moratorium from February 1, 2009 to August 31, 2010 on reducing the number of dealer plates 
a motor vehicle dealer may have based on a failure to make minimum sales requirements. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-10) 

This amendment places a moratorium from February 1, 2009 to August 31, 2010 on denial of a renewal of a dealer's 
license solely because the dealer failed to meet minimum sales requirements. The amendment also adds an 

emergency preamble and emergency clause to the resolve. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 14 places amoratoriumfrom February l, 2009 to A~gust 31, 2010 on denial of a renewal 
of a dealer's licens.e solely because the dealer.fail\)d to meet minimum sales requirements; 

:-_-, --__ ,-:_-_,___ -> - -J--' -- -- - -

]{eiolv; 2oo9, ·chapter J 4. was enacted as an emergency measure effec.tive April 21, 2009. . 

LD542 

This bill: 

An Act Pertaining to the TransCap Trust Fund in the Maine Municipal 

Bond Bank 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CE BRA ONTP 

I. Eliminates a reference to a section of law that does not exist and cites within the TransCap Trust Fund statute the 
cotTect sections that concern the transfer by the Treasurer of State of certain fees to the fund; and 

2. Clarifies that any grants issued from the fund must be used for capital projects with a useful life of at least 15 
years. 

LD554 Resolve, To Allow the Department of Transportation To Transfer 

Certain Land to the Greater Grand Isle Historical Society 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

AYOTTE 

JACKSON 
OTP-AM 
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This resolve authorizes the transfer of certain land to the Greater Grand Isle Historical Society. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-9) 

This amendment authorizes the Governor, upon recommendation of the Commissioner of Transportation, to transfer 

certain land to the Greater Grand Isle Historical Society. The resolve directed the Commissioner of Transportation 

to 1nake that transfer. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 9 authorizes. the Governor, upon recommendation of the Commissioner ofTransport~tion, to 
transfer certain land to the Greater Grand Isle Historical Society, It also directs the Commissioner of Transportation 
to make that transfer: 

LD 592 An Act To Increase Mandatory Minimum Insurance Requirements for 

Vehicles for Hire 

Sponsor(s) 

FLAHERTY 
BLISS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill increases the required minimum insurance coverage for vehicles for hire, including emergency vehicles and 

rental vehicles. 

LD593 Resolve, To Require the Department of Transportation To Improve the 

Safety of the Intersection of Route 4 and the Dill Road in the Town of 
Phillips 

Sponsor(s) 

SAVIELLO 

GOOLEY 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolve requires the Department of Transportation to take whatever steps are necessary to make the intersection 

of Route 4 and the Dill Road in the Town of Phillips safer. 

LD 602 An Act To Permit Wrecker Services To Charge for Storage while a 

Vehicle Is under an Order oflmpoundment 

Sponsor(s) Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

MILLSP ONTP 

This bill permits wrecker services to charge for storage while a vehicle is under an order of impoundment. 
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An Act To Allow the Operation of Low-speed Vehicles on Higher-speed 

Roads 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

INNES ONTP 

This bill allows a low-speed vehicle to be operated on a road or street with a maximum posted speed limit of 45 
miles per hour, instead of the present limit of35 miles per hour. This bill also repeals the ability of the Department 
of Transportation to prohibit the operation oflow-speed vehicles on a highway in the interest of public safety. 

LD 649 An Act To Reimburse Communities That Have Constructed Sand and 

Salt Sheds Rated Priority 3 and 4 

Sponsor(s) 

PINKHAM 
DAMON 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allocates $1,275,500 from the Highway Fund for the purpose of providing funds to municipalities for the 
construction of Priority 3 and Priority 4 sand and salt sheds. 

LD661 Resolve, To Provide Equitable Tolls on the Maine Turnpike 

Sponsor(s) 

CHASE 
GOOLEY 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This resolve requires the Maine Turnpike Authority, beginning January 1, 2010, to implement a method of toll 

collecting that levies a standard and equal cost per mile for the miles driven on the Maine Turnpike by drivers using 
a commuter pass, also known as an E-Z Pass. Failure to do so will result in the rollback of turnpike tolls to the 
schedules used in fiscal year 2007-08, which must remain in effect until such time as the Maine Turnpike Authority 

demonstrates to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters that 
the standard and equal cost per mile driven rate for drivers using a commuter pass has been implemented. 

LD664 Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation and the Maine 

Turnpike Authority To Find Efficiencies in the Maine Transportation 

System 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

COURTNEY ONTP 
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This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to conduct a transportation study, with assistance from the 

Maine Tu1npike Authority, that will review operations of the Maine Turnpike Authority and compare its costs with 

the costs of the Department of Transportation, report on the positive and negative aspects of consolidating the Maine 

Turnpike Authority with the Department of Transportation, report on the positive and negative aspects of 

privatization of the Maine Turnpike Authority and report on the availability of new funding sources, such as 

GARVEE bonds through the Maine Municipal Bond Bank and federal grants. This resolve directs the department to 

submit a report with suggested legislation to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation. The joint standing 
committee is authorized to submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

LD 665 An Act To Enhance Safety on Maine's Bridges 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NUTTINGJ ONTP 

This bill prohibits a pedestrian from loitering or remaining, without right, on a bridge that has no sidewalk. A 
person who violates the prohibition commits a civil violation for which a fine of not less than $75 and not more than 

$100 may be adjudged for the first violation, a fine of not less than $100 and not more than $500 may be adjudged 

for a 2nd violation and a fine ofnot less than $500 and not more than $1,000 may be adjudged for a 3rd or 

subsequent violation. This prohibition is modeled in part on a similar provision for railroad track and railroad bridge 
safety. 

LD706 An Act To Impose a Maximum Speed Limit of 45 Miles Per Hour on 

Roads on Which a School Bus Stop Is Located 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CONNOR ONTP 

This bill imposes a maximum speed limit of 45 miles per hour on a public way on which a school bus stop is located 

and allows a municipality to petition to exempt a portion of that public way from the speed limit upon a showing that 

there is no school bus stop located in that portion and the portion is an appropriately safe distance from the nearest 

school bus stop. 

LD707 An Act To Settle a Dispute between Andrea LaPointe and Michael 

Barden and the State 

Sponsor(s) 

TREAT 

MCCORMICK 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

This bill proposes to require the Department ofTranspo1tation to enter into an agreement with Andrea LaPointe and 

Michael Barden, owners of I 0 Academy Street in Hallowell. The agreement must include the following terms: 
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I. The Department of Transpmiation shall move its fence at I 0 Academy Street in Hallowell 4 feet closer to the 

adjacent railroad tracks than the present position of the fence; 

2. Andrea LaPointe and Michael Barden may have access to the area between the house at 10 Academy Street and 

the Department of Transportation fence only for purposes of maintenance on the house; 

3. Andrea LaPointe and Michael Barden will amend the homeowner's insurance policy on the house at 10 Academy . 

Street to conform to reasonable Department of Transportation specifications; 

4. Andrea LaPointe and Michael Barden may lower the Department of Transportation fence at I 0 Academy Street at 

their own expense; 

5. Andrea LaPointe and Michael Barden may not park any vehicles in the area between the driveway at 10 Academy 

Street and the railroad tracks; and 

6. The agreement may not be used as evidence in a subsequent legal hearing and does not allocate any rights 

between the parties concerning ownership or property or create an easement. 

LD 736 Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Secure 
Funding To Complete the Aroostook North-South Highway Project 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

JACKSON OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-575 MARTIN J L 

S-60 

This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to request all available federal funding included in the 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of2009 or any successor or substantially similar legislation enacted by 

Congress for the purpose of extending and completing Interstate 95. 

Committee Amendment "A 11 (S-60) 

RESOLVE 139 

This amendment, which replaces the resolve, directs the Department of Transportation to secure full funding to 

complete the Aroostook North-South Highway project beginning with segments in Caribou and Presque Isle through 

all available funding options, including federal funding through stimulus legislation and the reauthorization of 

federal surface transportation legislation, bonds, Highway Fund allocations and public-private partnerships. 

House Amendment "B" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-575) 

This amendment removes the emergency preamble and emergency clause from the committee amendment. This 

amendment also removes the requirement that the Department of Transportation secure full funding to complete the 

Aroostook North-South Highway and instead requires the department to secure funding for the projects listed as 
11significant new capacity projects of all modes and extraordinary bridge replacement, removal or rehabilitation 

projects" in Public Law 2007, chapter 470, which includes the Aroostook North-South Highway. 

Enacted Law Summary 

;Resolve 2009, ch~pter 139 directs the Department of Trfllisportati9n to secure fundihgforthe projectsH;ted as 

''~ignificant ne:w capacity projects of all modes and extra9rdinary bridge replacement, removal .. or rehabilitation 

projects" in Public Law 2007, chapter 470, \Vhichincludes the Aroo~tqok North:§outhHi15hway. 
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LD745 An Act To Allow the Operation of Modified Utility Vehicles on Public 

Ways 

ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

DAMON 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allows a modified utility vehicle, commonly known as a utility vehicle, recreational utility vehicle or 

multipurpose utility vehicle, to be registered and operated in Maine with certain limitations. 

A modified utility vehicle that meets specified equipment require1nents may be operated on Maine roads with a 

posted speed limit of 45 miles per hour or less. Due to its modifications, a modified utility vehicle is not an ATV or 

off-road vehicle. Like a low-speed vehicle, a modified utility vehicle is exempt from inspection requirements and is 

registered by application to the Secretary of State, which application must be accompanied by proof of ownership, 

proof of financial responsibility and proof of payment of excise tax. 

In order to avoid the cost of printing a new registration plate specifically for modified utility vehicles, a modified 

utility vehicle is issued a motorcycle registration plate. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-80) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, cla1ifies the 

definition of "modified utility vehicle 11 and provides that a modified utility vehicle may be a modified all-terrain or 

off-road vehicle. 

LD767 An Act To Promote Fairness and Protect Economic Development in 

Transportation Projects Undertaken by the State 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAMON OTP-AM S-213 

This bill provides a mechanism for a property owner to sell land to the State that has been identified in a 

transpotiation planning process as likely to be taken in a pending eminent domain proceeding. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-213) 

This amendment provides that if the Department of Transportation is preparing an environmental impact statement 

as required by the federal National Environmental Protection Act of 1969 for permitting for the location of a new 

bypass highway project, and property will be affected by the limits of the final bypass right-of-way, and the property 

owner submits a request in writing that the department acquire that portion of property determined necessary for the 

new bypass highway project, the depaitment is directed to acquire that property if the following 2 conditions are 

met. First, the department must have received a least environmentally damaging practicable alternative 

determination from the United States Army Corps of Engineers that will be incorporated into the environmental 

impact statement for corridor alignment indicating that certain property will be necessary. Secondly, the fair market 

value 1nust be determined according to current law under the laws governing the State Claims Commission. 

The amendment further directs the depa1iment to acquire affected properties within 2 years from the date of issuance 
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of the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative determination from the United States Army Corps of 

Engineers. The amendment provides that if funding for the new bypass highway project is not available or if state or 
federal regulations preclude the department from acquiring real property, the department may extend the time period 
for acquisition of affected properties up to 2 years. Any extension must be submitted to the joint standing committee 
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters for its review and comment. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 45.4 provides that.if the DepaitnientofTransportation is preparing an environmental 
impact statement as required by the federal National Environmental Protection Act of 1969 for permitting for the 

lo.cation of anew bypass highway.project, and property will be affected by the limits of the final bypass 
right-of~way, and the property owner submits a request in writing that the department acquire that portion of 

property determined. necessary for the new bypass highway project, the depaitment is directed to acquire that. 
property if the following 2 conditions are met. First, the department must have received a least environmentally 

damagingpracticable altefllati~e dete~ination from the United States Almy Corps of Engineers that will be 
incorporatedjnt? the environmental impact statement for cotridoralignment indicating that cef!aia property will be 

n_~c_essa_i:y. S~~pndly, the fa~_n1arket Value must be dete1m_in_ed.~ccording to CUITentJaw un_der the-laws governing 
the.-.S_tate Claims -Go1nmission.' 

The lawfuither dlrects :the departlllent to acquire affected .Properties within 2 years from the date of issuance of the 

least environ111entallydamaging practicable altemati~e determination from the United States ArmyCorps of 
Engineers. The law provides that if funding for the new bypass highway project is not availab.le or if ~tate or federal 

regulations, precl~de thegepartment fro":' acquiring real property, the department may extend the ti.me period for 
acquisition of affected properties up to 2 years;· Any extension must be submitted to the joint standing committe~ of 
tl,i'e -Legisl_atufe ha Ying jllrisdictiOn over traiisportation rpatters for- itS __ revieW-and comm~nt. 

LD 798 Resolve, Requiring the Department of Transportation To Replace All 

Property Markers along the 85-mile Stretch of the Calais Branch 

Corridor from Washington Junction to Ayers Junction 

Sponsor(s) 

LANGLEY 
DAMON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

LTW 

This resolve requires the Department of Transportation to replace all of the prope1ty markers defining the property 

lines of both the fonner railroad property and the adjoining landowners that have been destroyed as a result of the 
multiuse recreational trail project currently underway and sometimes referred to as the Calais Branch Corridor 
Rehabilitation Project 

LD 843 Resolve, To Designate the Great South Bridge in the Town of Milbridge 

as the Harold West Bridge 

Sponsor(s) 

TILTON 
RAYE 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to designate the Great South Bridge in the Town of Milbridge 

as the Harold West Bridge to honor a town citizen. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 17 directs the Department ofTransportation to designate the GreatSouthB1idge :in the Town 
ofMilbi-idge as the!farold WestBridge to h.onor at.own citizen. 

LD 846 Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Study Ways To 
Reduce Energy Use and Promote Efficiency along Major 
Transportation Corridors 

Sponsor(s) 

PIOTTI 
BAR1LETT 

Committee Report 

OTP MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This resolve directs the Department of Transportation to study ways to reduce energy use and promote efficiency 
along major transportation corridors. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve Z009, chapter4:l.directs th·e DepartmentofTransportation to study ways lo red~ce energy use and promote. 
efficiency along .majOr trfilisPqrtatio11 conJ.dofs. 

LD 862 An Act To Improve the Health of Maine Citizens and Safety of 
Pedestrians 

Sponsor(s) 

HARLOW 
GOOLEY 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill requires the operator of a motor vehicle, when passing a pedestrian on a public way, to provide that 

pedestrian with at least 3 feet of clearance and allows the operator to pass the pedestrian when it is safe to do so, 
even in a no-passing zone. This bill is based on the current Jaw regarding the requirements for passing a bicycle on a 
public way. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publi~ L!lvv :20()9, ~hapte; 91 req~ires the~perator of!lmot~;y~hicie,wliell!lassinga pedestrian on a public \\'ay,to 
provide thatpedestrian with at .least 3 feet of clearance and allows the operator to pass .the pedesman when it is safe 
t~ do. sO, ··e~~n·m ·a no;.passing·:~n~. ThiS-1aw is ·based <)pthe 'recentiy·enaCt,ed Jaw,Tegarding ihe requirern:entS fOr · 
passing a bicycle 9n a public way .. 

LD 873 An Act To Improve Wheelchair-dependent Parking Access 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

THIBODEAU ONTP 
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This bill prohibits a person who possesses a disability registration plate or removable windshield placard from 

parking in a van accessible disability parking space as described under 28 Code ofFederal Regulations, Part 36, 
Appendix A, Standards for Accessible Design, Section 4.1.2(5). This provision does not apply if the parking lot has 

only one designated disability parking space. 

LD874 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Axle Weights 

Sponsor(s) 

TIIOMAS 
JACKSON 

Committee Rep01t 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-223 

This bill provides that if a vehicle that exceeds the axle weight limits and axle weight tolerance restrictions imposed 
under state law is within the maximum gross vehicle weight, the applicable fine must be reduced by 50%. This bill 
also amends existing law regarding the reduction of fines following the successful redistribution of loads to bring 

vehicles into compliance with axle limits. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-223) 

This amendment provides that if a vehicle that exceeds the axle weight limits and axle weight tolerance restrictions 
imposed under state law by less than 5,000 pounds is within the maximum gross vehicle weight, the applicable fine 
1nust be reduced by 50%. The amendment also clarifies that this provision does not apply to vehicles traveling on 

the Interstate Highway System except for that portion oflnterstate 95 designated as the Maine Turnpike. 

Enacted Law Summary 
- - -- - ----- - - ~---- - --------------·-----

Public.La\¥ 2009, chapter 442 provides that if avehiCle tI;at exceeds the. axle weight limits and axle weight tolerance 

re~trictions imposed under state law by less than 5,000 pounds iS .within the maximu11J gross vehicle weight, the 
applicable fine mustbe reduced by 50% .. it also clarifies that fhis provisfon does uot apply to vehicles traveling on 

the Interstate Highvvay Syslem except for that ]JOrtion of Interstate 95 designated as.the Maine Turnpike .. 

PUBLIC442 

LD 875 An Act To Promote Fuel Conservation by Allowing the Use of 

Mini-trucks on Public Ways 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

AYOTTE 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill permits mini-trucks to be operated on public ways, but only within 100 miles of the address at which the 

mini-truck is registered. The mini-truck, a 4-wheeled motor vehicle with a maximum speed of 60 miles per hour and 
a maximum weight of2,000 pounds, must be registered and 1neet the same inspection standards as other motor 

vehicles in order to be operated on a public way. 
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LD878 An Act To Change the Status of the Road System at the Loring 

Development Authority 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

AYOTTE 
JACKSON 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MJN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill allows the Loring Development Authority to enter into service contracts and to participate in the Rural 

Road Initiative with the Department of Transportation. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-140) 

This amendment, which is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, clarifies that the 

Loring Development Authority may participate in the Urban-Rural Initiative Program with the Department of 
Transportation and that the authority's eligibility is not contingent upon acceptance of its roads as town ways by the 

Town of Limestone. 

LD907 An Act To Amend the Speed Limits for Low-speed Vehicles ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

GILES 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP MJN 

This bill amends the Jaw regarding low-speed vehicles. 

Amendments Adopted 

1. It increases the minimum and maximum speeds for low-speed vehicles to 30 and 35 miles per hour, respectively. 

It also eliminates a cross-reference to the federal regulations con~erning low-speed vehicles since under those 

regulations the maximu1n attainable speed is 25 miles per hour. 

2. It allows low-speed vehicles to be operated on streets or roads having a maximum posted speed limit of 45 miles 

per hour, instead of the current limit of 35 miles per hour. 

3. It requires the operator of a low-speed vehicle to move to the side of the road, when it is safe and practicable to 

do so, to allow a line of? or more vehicles directly behind the low-speed vehicle to pass. 

LD 920 An Act To Reduce Noise Pollution 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RUSSELL ONTP 
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This bill establishes rnaximu1n allowable noise level standards for motorcycle mufflers and exhaust systems. The 

bill also provides that a person who violates noise level standards may be subject to a fine of$250 unless the person 

brings the motorcycle into compliance within 14 days after the citation. 

LD 951 An Act Relating to the TransCap Trust Fund PUBLIC 411 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

MAZUREK 
DIAMOND 

Committee Rep01t 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-123 

Current law requires, beginning July 1, 2009, that 7.5% of the net excise tax imposed on internal combustion engine 

fuel be deposited in the TransCap Trust Fund, the purpose of which is to provide financial assistance for the 

planning, design, acquisition, reconstruction and rehabilitation of transportation capital improvements. This bill 

requires that at least 20%, but no more than 35%, of the revenue be allocated for capital improveillents to bridges 

and the balance to highways and prioritizes the use of the funds for the highway capital improvements. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-123) 

This amendment clarifies that any grants issued from the TransCap Trust Fund must be used for capital projects with 

a useful life of at least I 0 years and that bonds may be used only for capital projects that have an anticipated useful 

life of at least as long as the bond tenn. The amend1nent also corrects cross-references regarding the transfer of 

certain fees to the TransCap Trust Fund. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publi~L~wioo9;~hapt.ir 4ii darifie~·thatall)' g;:.;,~isslle<l fro;,.; th~. T~~~C~p i'~~st ~~- ;,.;11stb~ us~df~;bapiW···· 
projects~ith a11seful lifeofatleastlO years and that bondsmaybe.~sed q!tlyforcapital projects that have an 
anticipatedl\sefullife ofat li;astas long as the bom;I te~; The Jaw al~o corrects cross-references regarding the 

transfer of certain fees to the Trans Cap '.!'nist Fund. 

> .·.·_: .. >;· ,' .·.· .. ·. .·.' . · .. ···.• .. ··.·... ··'·. ..·.. . . · .. · .·· ..•• _.· ... ·.~. 
Public Law 2009, chapter 41 l was enacted as an emergencymeasure effective June 16;2009. 

LD952 An Act Relating to Disability Plates and Placards 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CRAFTS OTP-AM H-141 

This bill allows a permanently disabled person to submit proof of the permanent disability once instead of the 

current requirement of having to submit a new form every 4 years. It also makes a 2nd or subsequent violation of the 

law against misusing a disability plate or placard a Class E crime, with the potential for doubled fines. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-141) 

This amendment allows a person to request that the person's disability parking plate or placard expire at the sa1ne 

time as the persons drivers license or nondriver identification card. 

Enacted Law Summary 
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Public Law2009, chapter 143 allows a pennanently disabled person to request that the person's disability 

parking plate or placard expire atthe same time as the person's driver's license or nondriver identification card. 

LD967 An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Governor's 

Interagency Transportation Coordinating Committee 

Sponsor(s) 

PEOPLES 
GOOLEY 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP 

This bill establishes in statute the Interagency Transportation Coordinating Committee, which provides oversight 

and promotes efficiency, cooperative effort and strategic planning for public transportation between the Department 
of Transportation, the Department of Labor and the Department of Health and Human Services. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publi.;Law 2009, chapter fao establishes in statute' the Interagency Tr~nsportation Coordinating ComµUttee, which 
pr~vjdes oversight and prom0tes efficiency, cooper~tive effort aJ1d strategic planningforpublictransportation 
between the Department of Transpprtation, the. Department of Labor and thepepartment ofHeii.l!h and Hmnan 
Services~ 

LD992 An Act To Increase Highway Safety by Requiring Daytime Headlight 

Use 

Sponsor(s) 

CORNELL DU HOUX 
GERZOFSKY 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires that the driver of a motor vehicle manufactured after 2010 use headlights any time the motor 
vehicle is operated on a way. The bil1 also adds a provision allowing enforcement of the mandatory headlights 
provision only when a vehicle is stopped for a suspected violation of another law. 

LD 1043 Resolve, To Establish a Blue Ribbon Commission To Study On-ramp 

Speed Limits 

Sponsor(s) 

CLARKH 
BRYANTB 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolve establishes a blue ribbon commission to study highway on-ramp usage and determine the best methods 
for eliminating speeding on on-ramps and promoting proper vehicle yielding on highways. 
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Resolve, To Study Safety Measures Relating to Open Trenches and 

Excavations 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CONNOR OTP-AM H-269 

This bill requires an excavator to mark and erect a barrier or other safeguard around an unattended excavation to 

prevent a person, animal or motor vehicle from unintentionally falling into the excavation. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-269) 

The amendment, which replaces the bill, directs the Department of Transportation, in conjunction with the 

Department of Public Safety, to establish a working group to examine issues relating to unattended trenches and 

excavations on both public and private property. The working group is required to submit a report to the Joint 

Standing Committee on Transportation no later than the first business day in February 2010. The Joint Standing 

Committee on Transportation may report out a bill to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature 

concerning the subject matter of this resolve. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve2Q09 ,·chapter. 70.clirecls the Department of Transporta1:i~n, i~.~qn.Jll11.~tion.with..th.e Departm~nt~f Publi~ 
Safety, toestablis•h a working grqup to examine issues relatingto unattended trenches and excavations on both 

public andprivate property. The working group is required to submit a report to theJ0int Standing Committee on 

Tran .... · s.P.o. rtati·o. ti no l.a. !er ... th• a. n the fir. st bu .. s· iness.day in February. .2010. The Join .. t ... Stan. d·in·g·.··.Crirnmittee on 
Transportation may report out a bill to the Second. Regular Session·of the !24th Legislature concerning the subject•. 

matter of this resolve; 

LD 1123 An Act To Improve the Safety of Minors by Collecting Data on Vehicle 
Collision Rates 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

GOOLEY ONTP 

This bill requires the Department of the Secretary of State to collect data regarding the motor vehicle collisions 

involving students taught by driver education schools and driver education instructors. The department shall gather 

the data and publish a list of the collision rates by October !st of each year. 

LD 1131 An Act To Clarify the Law Regarding the Passing of School Buses by 
Bicyclists 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NUTTINGJ OTP 

848 

RESOLVE70 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 212 



Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

This bi1l prohibits a person operating a bicycle, motorized bicycle, motorized tricycle or a motorized scooter from 

passing or overtaking a stopped school bus that has its red lights flashing. This change parallels the law as it applies 

to operators of motor vehicles. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 212 prohibits a person operating a bicycle, motorized bicycle, motorized tricycle or a 

motorized scooter from passing or overtaking a stopped school bus that has its red lights flashing. This change 

parallels the law as it applies to operators of motor vehicles. 

LD 1150 Resolve, To Establish a Pilot Project To Issue Conditional Titles for 
Certain Automobiles and Trucks That Are More than 25 Years Old 

Sponsor(s) 

WEBSTER 

DIAMOND 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolve directs the Secretary of State to establish a pilot project under which a conditional title may be issued to 

a Maine resident owner of an automobile or a truck that is more than 25 years old. Under the pilot project, the 

owner of a vehicle may convert the conditional title to a certificate of title for an antique auto upon certification that 

the vehicle meets the statutory definition of "antique auto." The Secretary of State is directed to submit a report on 

the pilot project, along with any recommendations, to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation by February 

I, 2010. 

LD 1151 An Act To Prohibit the Use of Engine Brakes on All State Roads under 
Certain Circumstances 

Sponsor(s) 

STRANG BURGESS 

DAVISG 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill prohibits the use of engine brakes on state highways and on the interstate highway, including the Maine 

Turnpike, fro1n 11 p.m. until 7 a.m., except in the case of an emergency. 

LD 1174 An Act To Allow the Use of Cameras To Enforce Traffic Violations 

Sponsor(s) 

PILON 

BLISS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

Cu1Tent law requires a police officer to observe a violation ofa traffic control device, stop the violator, issue a 

summons and complaint and often go to court. 

This bil1 is based on laws in other states that permit the use of evidence obtained from unmanned, automatic cameras 

to prosecute and prove traffic violations. Traffic light violation monitoring systems 1nay be installed by the State or 
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a municipality. The owner of the vehicle photographed or othe1wise recorded violating a traffic control device is 

rebuttably presumed to be the violator, similar to current Maine law regarding passing a stopped school bus or a 

traffic violation at an emergency scene. 

This bill also requires the revenue generated by a traffic light violation monitoring system to be returned to the 

municipality that purchased, installed and was operating the system at the time of the enforcement action but only 

until such time as the municipality has been reimbursed for its expense. After that, the revenue is deposited in the 

Courthouse Security Fund to be used to improve security and improve public safety at court facilities. 

LD 1175 An Act To Add Combat Action Badges and Ribbons to the Special 

Commemorative Decals for Veterans License Plates 

Sponsor(s) 

FLETCHER 

SHERMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-264 

This bill adds 6 commemorative decals to the list of decals issued for veterans license plates and also requires t~e 

Secretary of State to review the 2007 and 2008 data for the number of decals issued for those years, as well as the 

cost of acquiring and distributing the decals along with the revenue received. The Secretary of State is to report with 

recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, which is authorized to submit a bill on the 
findings. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~264) 

This amendment doesn't change the number of commemorative decals added to the list of decals that may be issued 

for veterans license plates by the bill, but makes a number of technical corrections. The atnendment places a 

moratorium on any special commemorative decals that are not already authorized by law for use with special 

veterans registration plates for a period of 5 years, October 1, 2009 to October 1, 2014. The amendment changes the 

Secretmy of States report due date from January 1, 2010 to February 28, 2010. The amendment also adds an 

appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 437 

Public Law 2009, chapter437 a?ds 5 commemorativeclecalstothe listofdecals iss.uedfor veterans license pl~es. 
It also plac~s a moratorium on any special commemor!lli"ve decals that are not already authorized by law for use with · 

sp~cialveterans registration plates for. a period of 5 yem·s, Octob.er I .• 2009 t? O~to~er 1, 2014, The law directs the 

Secretary pf Stat.e to review the 11umber of decals issued, as well as the cost of ~cquiring and <listributing th" decals 

alm1g with the revenue received, andreport back with findings andrecomme.ndations to .the Joint Standing 

Commit!•• onTransportation no later th"!' February28;20!0. 

LD 1190 An Act To Amend the Motor Vehicle Laws PUBLIC 435 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAMON OTP-AM S-176 

This bill makes several changes to the motor vehicle laws. The bill: 

1. Amends the weight limitation for a low-speed vehicle; 
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2. Allows the Secretary of State to issue agricultural education plates to Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Resources vehicles and lobster plates to Depa1tment of Marine Resources vehicles; 

3. Exempts antique farm tractors from registration requirements when used in parades and charitable events; 

4. Makes adjustments to the commercial vehicle excise tax reimbursement laws; 

5. Clarifies that a title issued for manufactured housing remains in effect unless cancelled, allows a manufactured 

housing title to be cancelled ifthe home is permanently affixed to real property and allows rather than requires the 

Secretary of State to issue a title on used manufactured housing; 

6. Allows the Secretary of State to recall an offensive vanity plate; 

7. Extends titling requirements to most motor vehicles and trailers to vehicles manufactured in 1995 and after. 

Currently, only vehicles less than 15 years old are required to be titled; 

8. Provides that a duplicate title is not required to be issued until 15 days after the previous title was issued; 

9. Clarifies the process for managing additional security interests; 

10. Modifies the release of lien process for manufactured housing; 

11. Makes adjustments to the dealer plate reduction law; 

12. Modifies the attended sales promotion procedures to provide for shorter pe1mit periods at a reduced fee; 

13. Increases the maximum weight of a light wrecker from 24,000 to 26,000 pounds for the purpose of determining 

the dealer plate fee to coincide with commercial driver's license limits; 

14. Defines mobile crushers and requires them to be licensed; 

15. Increases the time within which a person is obligated to notify the Secretary of State of an address or·narne 

change from I 0 to 20 days; and 

16. Makes a technical correction to the seatbelt requirements. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-176) 

The amendment eliminates the section of the bill relating to low-speed vehicles. 

The amendment also eliminates the sections of the bill that proposed to make adjustments to the commercial vehicle 

excise tax reimbursement laws. 

The bill modifies the attended sales promotion procedures to provide for shorter permit periods at a reduced fee. 

The amendment also provides that a dealer who operates an attended sales promotion at a charitable event where a 

vehicle is displayed or offered as a prize for fund-raising purposes is exempt from the permit requirements. 

The amendment increases the time within which a person is obligated to notify the Secretary of State of an address 

change from 10 to 30 days. 

The amendment makes a technical correction relating to title fees. 
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The amendment repeals the "bingo stamp 0 operating authority program for identification of intrastate and interstate 
motor carriers as the progratn has been superseded by the federal Uniform Carrier Registration program. 
Under current law, a first-time Otrr offender may be eligible for a special license once the offender is engaged in an 
alcohol or other drug-related treatment program. The amendment decreases the time within which a person must 
complete an i.tlcohol or other drug-related program from 6 to 3 months after receiving the special license, after which 
the Secretary of State is required to suspend the special license until the person completes the program. 

The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 435makes several changes to the motor vehicle laws. The law: 

L Allows the Secretary of State t0 issue agricultural education plates to Department of Agiiculture, Food and RuraJ 

Resources vehicles and lobster plates to Department ofMarine Resources vehicles; 

2: __ EXempts itntique fann_ tract6rS from registration req11iremenis when used in p~ades:_-and chai·itab1e eventS; 

3 .•• Cfadfie~ that i title issued for manufactured housing remains in. effect unless~ancelled, allows a manufactured 

housing title .to be cancelled if the .home is pennane~tly affixed to real property arid allows rather than requires the 

Secretary ofState to .issue a title on used·manufactured housing; 

4. Allows the ,!'!ecretary of State to recall an offensive vanity plate; 

5, Extends.titling.requirements tomost motor vehicles and trailers to v.ehicles man~factured iu. 1995 and after. 

Cun-ently, only vehicles less than 15 years. old are required .to be titled; 
---- : - ---__ <--_, __ _ :- - - -- - ; 

. . 

6. Provides that a duplicate title is no( required to be issued until !5days after the previous title.was issued; 
--____ -___ ·-:,--- --- --- - '. - -

7~-- :c1afifi~~<~~: pro-c·ess -f~r_nianagn;_g additiOnal-secu;ify infeies~; 
-__ :- - _--c: - __ :- .-- -- - - ---. -

8, M~dafe~the release oflieri process for manufactured housing; 

?'. Mak~s~dj:stments toth0 dealer plate reductionlaw; 

. .. 

1 o. Modifies the attended sales promotion: procedures to provide for shorter permit periods at a reduced fee and 

prpVld_e~_;-*_at __ a_:dea1~r 'Y_ltO-operates: an att~n-~e,d __ !?al_eS p_r?,Jll-o_tion:_at a _~haritabte Cvent-Where:a vehicle_.~\:HSPiayed:or 
offered as a prize.for fund-raising purposes is exempt from the pennit requirements; 

__ -: ---- ·;:- --;.: -- - --- - - - - :- -

n'. Irie/eases the maximumweight of a light v;recker from 24,000 to 26,000 pounds for the purpose of determining 
the dealer plate fee to coincide with commercial driver's licens~ limits; . . 

1~. -,:_-f)efine$ _mobile c1_Us4ers .and reqtih:e_s them to _be licensed; 

Be.. Increases.the time within which a person is obligated to notify the Secr~tary of State of an ~ddress or nat;ne 
change :from foto 30 days; · · · . 

_14~--Rep~als-th_~_ llbjngo sta*1p" operating __ -3-ut~_o1ity_program for identificatipn of intrastate and inter.State mOto_r. 
carrien; as. the progi·am has been superseded by the federal Uniform Cairier Registration program; and 

- - -~ .- -

15. ·Decreases the time within which a person must complete an alcohoiorother drug-related program from 6 to 3. 
months after receiving the special lfoense, after which the Secretary of State is required to suspend the special 

license until tlie person completes the program. 
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LD 1234 An Act To Regulate the Use of Traffic Surveillance Cameras 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CEBRA OTP-AM H-225 

This bill prohibits the use of a traffic surveillance camera to prove or enforce a violation of the motor vehicle laws. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-225) 

The amendment provides that the prohibition of the use of traffic surveillance cameras does not apply to a 
photo-monitoring system used by the Maine Turnpike Authority for toll enforcement purposes. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2oo9, chapter 22:3 prohibits theuse ofa traffic surveillruic~ camera to prove or enf<;rce a violati~ii of the 
motor vehidelaws. It provides that the prohibition of the use of traffic suiveiUance CaIJ1erasdoes not apply to a . 
photo-monitoring system use.d by the Maine Turnpike Authority for toll enforcement purposes. 

LD 1274 An Act To Establish a Gold Star Family Member License Plate 

Sponsor(s) 

MCLEOD 
RAYE 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill establishes the Gold Star Family Member license plate for gold star medal recipients. Gold star medals are 
awarded by the Adjutant General to express formally condolence and appreciation to the closest surviving fatnily 
members of members of the United States Anned Forces who, since September 11, 2001, are killed in action or die 

as a consequence of injuries that result in the award of a Purple Heart medal. 

LD 1315 An Act To Amend the Private Way Laws with Regard to Road 

Associations 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DUCHESNE 
GOODALL 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MJN 

H-316 

This bill clarifies the reasons why a group of property owners benefited by a private way may call a meeting of a 
road association, what issues a road association may address and the ability of a road association to negotiate an 

easement for storm water management infrastructure. This bill also allows a town to use town equipment on a 

private way for water quality management. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-316) 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on ·Transportation, eliminates a 
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provision in the bill that specified the reasons that a meeting may be called by a road association. The amendment 

also allows a town to use town equipment on private roads, private ways or bridges for the purposes of protecting or 

restoring a great pond. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La~Z009, chapt~r 239 clarifies a road associ~tion maycontinue until the ~so~iation is dissol~ed bya 
majority vote of its members. It claiifies the ~bilitjr_o~_a road association t9-neg_otlate an easemetit f<?~: storm-_water 
management infrastructure. It al~o allows a town to use towu equipment on private roads, private ways or bridges 
for the purposes ·Of protecting or restoring a great pond. 

LD 1316 An Act To Limit the Transport of Water for Export 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SCHATZ ONTP 

This bill precludes the use of any new transportation infrastructure, including a road, railroad, pipeline or port 

facility, to be used to transport water with a final destination of any port. 

ONTP 

LD 1341 An Act To Reform Maine's Motor Fuel Tax Laws ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

CROCKETTP 
PERRYJ 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

This bill restructures the excise tax imposed on motor fuels by: 

Amendments Adopted 

1. Reducing the motor fuel excise tax imposed on gasoline from the current inflation adjusted rate of 28.4¢ per 

gallon to 21¢ per gallon and on diesel fuel from the current inflation adjusted rate of29.6¢ per gallon to 21¢ per 
gallon; 

2. Creating a price-based excise tax component to be added to the excise tax on gasoline and diesel fuel. The new 

component is determined annually beginning in 2010 and is based on the average retail price of gasoline or diesel 

fuel for New England for the previous year. The maximum increase in the overall excise tax is limited to lOo/o 

annually, except for the first year of implementation; 

3. Repealing the annual indexing of motor fuels to the rate of inflation; and 

4. Transferring 8¢ per gallon and 70% of the a1nount in excess of 8¢ of the price-based excise tax component to the 

TransCap Trust Fund. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-382) 

This amendment incorporat~s a fiscal note. 
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LD 1351 Resolve, To Name the Bridge in Orland the Ralston C. Gray Bridge 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ROSENR 01P 

This resolve names the State Route 175 bridge crossing the Narrarnissic River in Orland, which is being rebuilt and 
is due to be completed next year, after the late lifelong Orland resident Ralston C. Gray. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2Q09; chapter44 names the .State Route 175 bridge crossing the Narramissic River in Orland a!ler the late 
lifelong Orland resident Ralston C. Gray. 

RESOLVE44 

LD 1355 An Act To Make Permanent the Allowance of Certain Commercial 

Vehicles between the United States-Canada Border and Certain Points 

in Maine 

PUBLIC326 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RAYE 01P-AM S-192 

This bill makes permanent the allowance of commercial vehicles at Canadian weight limits to travel from the 

Canadian border at Calais to Baileyville and frotn the Canadian border at Van Buren to a rail yard in Van Buren. 

Committee Amendment ''A" (S-192) 

The bill makes permanent the allowance of commercial vehicles at Canadian weight limits to travel from the United 

States-Canada border at Calais to Baileyville and from the United States-Canada border at Van Buren to a rail yard 
in Van Buren. 

This amendment extends the allowance to commercial vehicles at Canadian weight limits to travel from the United 
States-Canada border at Madawaska to the Fraser Papers facility or its successor in Madawaska. 
The amendment gives the Secretary of State rulemaking authority to implement these provisions and directs the 
Secretary of State to adopt rules no later than July I, 2009. 

The amendment directs the Department of Transportation to monitor and evaluate the effects of the allowance on 
road conditions and to report to the joint standing co1nmittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

transportation matters with an initial report to the Second Regular Session of the 126th Legislature and a final report 
to the First Regular Session of the !29th Legislature. 

The amendment also adds an en1ergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw2009, chapter 326makes.perma11e!ltth.e allowancebfcommercial vehicles at Can~dian weight limits t6 
travel from the United ~!ates-Canada border at Calais to Bailyville, from the United States,Canada border at Van 

Buren to a rail yard in Van Buren, and from the United States-Canada border at Madawaska to the Fraser Papers 
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facility or its successor in Madawaska. ·It gives the Secret~)' of State rule making authority tO implement these 

provisions and dfrects the Secretary of State to adopt rules .no later than July I, .2009. 

The law diiects the Department of Tr~ns]Jortation to monitor;and evaluate the effects of the allowance on road 

conditions and to repmt to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation 

matters with an initial report to the Second Regular Session of the 126th Legislature and a final report to the First 

Regular S.ession of the !29th Legislature. 

Public Law 2009,chapter 326 was enacted as an emergency llleasure effective June 9,20090 

LD 1357 An Act To Protect the Privacy of Maine Residents under the Driver's 
License Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 

ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

S-215 

S-247 DAMON 

VETO SUSTAINED 

This bill is a partial repeal of current Maine law enacted to comply with the requirements of the federal REAL ID 
Act of2005. 

This bill: 

1. Repeals the requirement that the Secretary of State issue driver's licenses and nondriver identification cards only 

to individuals who present documentary evidence of legal presence in the United States; 

2. Exempts social security numbers in the possession of the Secretary of State from the definition of public records 

under Maine1s Freedom of Access Law; 

3. Provides that the Secretary of State may not disseminate social security numbers to any entity without legislative 

authorization; 

4. Restricts the distribution and retention of digital information used to produce a license; 

5. Prohibits the Secretary of State from use of biometric technology, such as retinal scans, facial recognition or 

fingerprint technology but not including digital photographs in the production or storing of license information; 

6. Repeals the requirement that the Secretary of State participate in the federal Systematic Alien Verification for 

Entitlements Program, the centralized database system used and maintained by the United States Citizenship and 

Immigration Services; 

7. Repeals the requirement that the Secretary of State study the most cost-effective facial recognition or fingerprint 

technology; 

8. Provides that cost savings as a result of this Act must be allocated to the Highway and Bridge Capital Program 

within the Department of Transportation; and 

9. Does not change the current require1nent that an applicant for a Maine driver's license or state identification card 

must provide proof of residency. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (S-215) 

The amendment, which is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation, provides that the 

Secretary of State may not disseminate social security numbers to any entity without legislative authorization unless 

it is required by federal law. 

The amendment also provides that digital infonnation used to produce a license or nondriver identification card is 

confidential. The amendment further clarifies that the Secretary of State may store, record and retain digital 

information used to produce a driver1s license or non driver identification card solely for the purpose of producing 

duplicate driver's licenses or nondriver identification cards and for renewal of driver's licenses or nondriver 

identification cards. Finally, the amendment provides that digital information used to produce a driver's license or 

nondriver identification card may be distributed only to a law enforcement agency. 

The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-247) 

This amendment specifies the federal law that provides an exemption to the provision that prohibits the Secreta1y of , 

State from disseminating social security numbers collected from applicants for a driver's license or nond1iver 

identification card. 

It provides that digital itnages and digitized signatures, as opposed to digital information in Committee Arnend1nent 

"A, 11 used to produce a driver's license or nondriver identification card are confidential, and it specifies the federal 

law that provides an exemption to this provision. 

LD 1357, as amended, was reviewed and evaluated by the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary pursuant to Maine 

Revised Statutes, Title 1, section 434, which requires review and evaluation of new exceptions of laws governing 

public records. 

LD 1383 An Act To Provide Support to Municipal Government by Imposing a 

Municipal Surcharge on Traffic Violations 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BARTLETT ONTP 

This bill imposes a $30 municipal surcharge on every fine or forfeiture imposed for a violation of the motor vehicle 

Jaws. The surcharge accrues to the municipality in which the violation occurred, less a s1nall administrative fee. 

LD 1440 An Act To Clarify the Pnrpose of the Notice Requirement of Land 

Taking by the Department of Transportation 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAVISG 011'-AM S-184 

This bill allows a party to appeal an award by the State Claims Commission to the Supe1ior Comt although the party 
failed to designate to the commission the award or awards from which an appeal will be taken within 30 days of the 
commission forwarding the award. 

857 

ONTP 

PUBLIC265 



Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-184) 

The amendment, which replaces the bill, clarifies the appeals process from an award by the State Claims 

Commission. The amendment requires the State Claims Commission to state by letter the date it issues its decision 

of an award. Current law provides that any party or parties aggrieved by an award by the State Claims Commission 

may appeal to the Superior Court within 30 days of the issuance of the commission award. The amendment provides 

that the party appealing must provide a copy of the complaint to be filed in the Superior Court to the other party or 

parties within the same 30 days, and not to the State Claims Commission. 

The amendment also provides that this legislation applies to appeals from an award of the State Claims Co1nrnission 

that were pending on or after January I, 2009, except that an appeal for which notice was provided in accordance 

with the law prior to the effective date of this Act may not be dismissed by the Superior Court for failure to comply 

with the new notice requirements of this legislation. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2009, chapter 265 clarifies the appeals process fuim an awal"d by the St~te Claiills Commission. It •·. ·• 
reqllires the State ClaimS Coffiillission. to state by letter the date it llisues its decision ofan awal'd. The Jaw pl'ovides 

that the Party appealmgmust proyide a copy of the complaintto be filed in the S~~e1iorCourt .to the other Party.?r ...... • 
parties within the sa!l'e 30 days, ancl not to the StateC1a~s Com.mission. The law;applie~to appeals fuim an award X 
of.the St~te Claims Coll1111llision t))at were pending ~nor ~fter Ianumy 1, 2009, except that an appeal forwhich 

n~tip~ wasprovided in accordance with .th.e Jaw prior to the effective date of this Act may not be dismissed by th,. 

Superior Court for failure to comply wi.th the new notice requ. irements o.fthis legislation. - --- - - -- -- - ___ , 

LD 1445 An Act To Clarify and Strengthen the State's Motor Vehicle Laws 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DAMON 01P-AM S-167 

This bill provides that the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State Police may not adopt any rule that exempts 

motor carriers, vehicles or drivers transporting certain hazardous materials from any federal regulations adopted and 

incorporated by reference into a bureau rule. 

It provides that a person who violates the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, chapter 5, subchapter 2, or a rule 

adopted pursuant to that subchapter, commits a civil violation if the violation is discovered during a compliance 

review as that term is defined in 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 385.3, unless the compliance review occurs 

during the course or as a result of a criminal investigation. Any such violation is subject to a civil fine, which must 

be determined with due consideration of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration1s uniform fine assessment 

program. 

It clarifies and runends the laws concerning reflective and tinted glass and tires and wheels. 

It provides flexibility to the State Police in taking administrative action against a motor vehicle inspection station1s 

license or motor vehicle inspection mechanic's license when the inspection station or inspection mechanic violates 

Maine law or the rules adopted by the State Police. 

It allows Department of Public Safety vehicles operated by motor vehicle inspectors to be equipped with auxiliary 

lights that emit amber light. 
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It makes it-a crime for a motor vehicle operato.r or pedestrian to knowingly refuse to follow the direction of a sign 
clearly posted by a law enforcement officer to temporarily close a way to vehicular traffic or to vehicles of a certain 
description or to divert pedestrian or vehicular traffic during a fire, accident, emergency or special event. 

It amends the law applicable to school bus inspections. 

It clarifies the law regarding signs that must be posted at weighing points designated by the Chief of the State Police 
or a person designated by the chief. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-167) 

This amendment eliminates the section of the bill that provides :flexibility to the State Police in taking administrative 
action against a motor vehicle inspection station1s license or motor vehicle inspection mechanic's license when the 
inspection station or inspection mechanic violates Maine law or the rules adopted by the State Police. 

The amendment further clarifies the legal requirements concerning tires and wheels. 

The bill makes it a crime for a motor vehicle operator or pedestrian to knowingly refuse to follow the direction of a 
sign clearly posted by a law enforcement officer to temporarily close a way to vehicular traffic or to vehicles of a 
certain description or to divert pedestrian or vehicular traffic during a fire, accident, emergency or special event. 
The amendment provides that the posted sign must include language sufficiently describing the restriction or 
prohibition and the fact that a violation is a Class E crime. 

The amendment further clarifies the law regarding signs that must be posted at weighing points designated by the 
Chief of the State Police or a person designated by the chief. The amendment provides that the operator of a bus or 
truck with a registered weight or gross vehicle weight rating greater than 10,000 pounds or subject to the Federal 

Motor Carrier Safety Administration regulations who fails to stop at a weighing point when the signs are operating 
commits a traffic infraction. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 25.1 provides that.the Depaitmentof Public Safety, Bur~all of State P~lice may not 

adopt lll1Y r.ule that exempts motor carriers, vehicles or drivers transporting certain.hazar~ous materials from 

any federal regulations adopted and incorporated by reference int11 a bureau rule .. 

Itprovid~s that a person wh?·yfolates the Maine Revised Statutes, Till~ 29~'."; chapter 5, subchapter 2, or a rule 

a4opted pursuant to that subch~pter, commits a ~ivil violation if tlie violation isdiscoveJ"ed d1lring a compliance· 

r~view as that term.is defined in 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Part385.:i, µnless the compliance review 

occur~ during the .~ourse or ~s a r~sult of a criminalinvestigatioii .. Any such violation. is s11bject to a civil fine, . 

which must be determined ,)Yith due c9nsideration of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration's uniform: 

fine assessment program. 

It clarifies and amends the. law.s concerning reflective and tinted glass and tires and wheels. 

ft allows DepartmenfofFublic Safety veh.icles operated by motor vehicle inspectors to be equipped with 

auxitiruylights that emit amber light. 

It makes it a crime. for a fl10lorvehicle operator or pedestrian to kll.~wingly refuse to follow the direction ofa 

sign clearly posted by a law enforcement officer to temporarily close a way to vehicular traffic or to vehicles of 

a certB.ill __ descripti_on _or to-_ ~ivert_pedestriali-or vehicular -_tta'ffiC -_dm:in_g_ a_fµ-e, -accident, -_e:rn_ergency_ or -special 
event. It also provides thattheposted sign.must include language sufficiently describingthe restriction or 

- .--

prohibition andtl.ie facfthat a.violation is a Clas$.E crirrie. 
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It amends. the law applicable to school bus inspections. 

. . . 
It clarifies the law regarding signs that must be. posted at weighing.Points designated by the Chief ofthe State 

Police or a person designated by the. chief. It provides that the operator of a bus. or truck with a rei;istered 

weight or gross vehicle weight rating greater than 10,000 pounds or subjectto the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration regulationswho fails to stop at a weighing point when the signs are operating commits a traffic 

infraction: 

LD 1487 An Act To Provide Funding for the Highway Fund Biennial Budget 

Sponsor(s) 

MAZUREK 
DAMON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill adds a surcharge of 5¢ per gallon on gasoline and special fuels, such as diesel, for a period of2 years, 
beginning July I, 2009 and ending July I, 2011. The surcharge provides funding to the Department of 
Transportation for highway and bridge capital purposes. It also makes technical corrections to the Special Fuel Tax 
Act in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36. 
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Turnpike Authority Toll Receipts Be Given to the Department of 
Transportation Annually 

Au Act To Ensure That the Maine Turnpike Authority Conducts 
Public Hearings for Construction and Reconstruction Projects 
and That All Public Records of the Maine Turnpike Authority 
Are Open for Inspection 

Resolve, To Provide Equitable Tolls on the Maine Turnpike 
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Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

LD43 An Act To Promote Consumer Fairness in Alternative Energy 

Sponsor(s) 

BRYANTM 

BRYANTB 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires transmission .and distribution utilities to compensate a customer that generates electricity from 

renewable resources for any excess electricity generated by the custome·r beyond the customer1s actual 

electricity usage. 

LD44 An Act Regarding Requirements for Approval of a Transmission Line 

Sponsor(s) 

VALENTINO 

HOBBINS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-369 

This bill requires that high-voltage transmission lines capable of operating at 115 kilovolts or more be placed 

underground when such lines are constructed, rebuilt or relocated on or after October 1, 2009 near areas that are 

frequently used by children, including residential areas, public playgrounds, schools, child care facilities and 

children's camps. The bill directs the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules regarding this requirement, and 

it provides an exemption from the requirement if a transmission and distribution utility can demonstrate to the 
Public Utilities Com1nission that it is technologically infeasible to place the transmission line underground. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-369) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment adds specificity and additional requirements to current law 

regarding a certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct a transmission line and the Public Utilities 

Commission1s determination of public need for the proposed line. Specifically, the amendment requires that a 

petition for approval of a proposed transmission line provide information regarding the effects of the proposed line 

on public health and safety, scenic, historic, recreational and environmental values and the proximity of the proposed 

line to inhabited dwellings, as well as justification of the route selected and results of investigations of alternatives 

to const1uction of the proposed line including energy conservation, distributed generation or load management. The 

amendment also requires the Public Utilities Commission, in determining public need for a proposed transmission 

line, take into account economics, reliability, public health and safety, scenic, historic and recreational values and 

alternatives to construction of the transmission line including conservation, distributed generation or load 

management. The a1nendment clarifies that the Public Utilities Commission shall, as necessary, consider the findings 

of and any modifications ordered by the Department of Environmental Protection to lessen the impact of the 

proposed transmission line on the environment. The amendment directs the Public Utilities Co1nmission to amend its 

rules gove1ning the construction of new transmission lines in accordance with the provisions contained in the 

amendment. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La~ 2009~ ch!lpter 309 adds specificity and additional requirements to cprrent Jawregarding a ce1tificate of 

public __ c_onve~_ieri,ce ~~d_nece_s~ity-to constru~t a _transmission line ~-n4_the P_ublic _~tiliti~s:Commission'S 
detettninationofpublic need for \be proposeclline. Specifically'. it requiresthat a petitlo!l for approval ofa proposed 

transmissionJine provide information regarding the effects of the proposed line on public health and safety, sce11lc, · 
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hi;t;,ric, r~creatiollal ~nd envircmmental ~alues and the proximity offue proposedlille to mh~blt~d dwellings, as well 

asjustification of the route selected and results of investigations of alt(Ornatives to construction of the proposed line 
iiicluding energy conservation, distributed generation or load. management.· It 3.~so ·requires the Public Utilities 
COinmission;· in .d.etenninillg public need.for a ·propoSeq tranS:rllission line,_ take into -~cco_ullt eco_nOmics: reliability, 
public health_and_safety, scenic, hist()ric-·an_d recreational Vallles-and alternatives_to_'?onstructiop ofthe tranSmissiOn 
line induding conservation,· distributed generation or load management. It clarifies that the. l'ublic Utilitie.s 
Commission shall, as necessary, consider the findings of aud auy modifications ordered by the Department of 

Enyifonmental ProtectiOn-to Jf:Ssen the inip~ct-ofthe propos_ed transmission line ·an the erivironinei1t._It also ditectS 
the P_ublic Utilities _Conunission to amend its rules go_veming tlie construCtio.ii_ of new transmiSsion lines in 

accordance with the provisions of this law. 

LD55 An Act To Prohibit the Commercial Sale of Water by a Water District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARTINJL ONTP 

This bill prohibits any water district from selling water for profit outside of its territory or for commercial purposes. 

LD73 An Act To Protect the Right To Use Solar Energy 

Sponsor(s) 

HINCK 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-370 

This bill prohibits restriction by law, ordinance, regulation, deed, covenant or contract on the installation and use of 

solar collectors, clothes lines and other equip1nent for the solar drying of clothing. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-370) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. The amendment replaces the bill with more specific 

provisions regarding protections for the installation and use of solar energy devices, including solar collectors and 

solar clothes-drying devices, on residential property. The amendment specifies that a legal instru1nent adopted or 

created after September 30, 2009 that defines or limits the rights or privileges of owners or renters with respect to 

the use of residential property may not prohibit a person front installing or using a solar energy device on residential 

property owned by that person or from installing or using a solar clothes-dry'ing device on residential property leased 

or rented by that person. Under the amendment, nlegal instrument" includes municipal ordinances, bylaws or 

regulations and rules, bylaws or regulations of an association of property owners as well as deed restrictions, 

restrictive covenants and other similar binding agreements. The amendment specifies that a legal instrument may 

prohibit the installation and use of solar energy devices on residential property in common ownership with 3rd 

parties or common elements of a condominium. The amendment permits certain reasonable restrictions on the 

installation and use of solar energy devices to protect public health and safety, shore lands, buildings and histo1ic or 

aesthetic values. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-371) 

This amendment is the minority report of the committee. This amendment specifies that an ordinance, bylaw or 
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regulation adopted by a municipality or political subdivision on or after September 30, 2009 that directly regulates 

the installation or use of solar energy devices may not unnecessarily prohibit or restrict an owner of residential 

property from installing or using a solar energy device on the owner's property, subject to reasonable restrictions. 

Reasonable restrictions are permitted as necessary to protect public health and safety, buildings, shore lands and 

historic or aesthetic values, to comply with state regulations and to ensure safe access to buildings. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 273 specifies that a: legal instrument adopted or created after September 30, 2009 that 

defines or limits the rights or privileges of property own<'rs or rel\ters with respectto the use of residential property 

may not prohibit a person from installing or using solar energy devices, including solar collectors and solar 

clothes-drying devices,· on residential property owned by that person or from installing using a solar clothes,drying 

devices.on residential property leased-or rented by that_ pe~_son. Under tj:iis law,_0 legal instrument': includes muniCip~l_ 

ordinances, byla\IVs or regulations and rules, bylawsor regulations of an association of property owners as well as 
deed restdctions, restrictive covenants and other similar binding agreements. The law specifies that a legal 

instrument may prohibitthe installation.and use of solar energy devices on residential property in common 

own~rs_hip_with-thlrd parties or common elements_ of_a condo~ninimn_: It_~lsO pernrits certai~ reason_able restrictioriS; 

on the installation and us.e of a solar energy device.that protect public health .and safety, shorelands, buildings and 

historiC or aesthetic values. 

LD 120 An Act Regarding Assistance to Low-income Customers of Gas Utilities 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP-AM S-23 

This bill clarifies that criteria other than eligibility for federal or state fuel assistance may be used as eligibility 

criteria to qualify low-income customers of natural gas utilities for assistance. The bill also allows the Public 

Utilities Commission to approve recovery of the costs of this low-income assistance for natural gas customers 

through base distribution rates or through the cost-of-gas adjustment rate. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-23) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment requires gas utilities in the State that serve 5,000 or more 

residential customers to offer low-income assistance programs for residential customers. It requires the gas utilities, 

in the adoption and implementation of low-income assistance programs, to encourage conservation in the use of gas. 

The bill provides for the recove1y of costs through rates. It authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules 

to implement these provisions and requires the commission to report on low-income assistance programs in the 

commission1s annual report. 

Enacted Law Summary 
-- --- -

PublicLaw.2009, chapter 35 requires gas utilities in the State that serve 5,000 or more resi.dential customers to offer 

1-ow-llicome assistan_pe programs for resi_denti_ar_cust_oin_ers. itreqllires_the __ gas, ~tiHties; in_ the adopiion_and 

i~ple~entation of low'."~,ncome assJstance programs, _t°-_encourage conservation tn the·u_se of gas, anct it provides for' 

the recovery pf costs through rates. It autho.rizes the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules to implement these. 

provisions atid fe~uires_the-~o~Ssion to l'epori: on-Iow-iricbm_e assist~ce· P_fOgrariis in 1he co1nmission1s.anriiial 

report. 
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An Act To Prohibit Telephone Charges Not Representing Services or 
Fees Requested by the Customer or Authorized by the Government 

Sponsor(s) 

ADAMS 
BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-32 

This bill prohibits a telephone utility from including line-item charges on telephone bills, except those that represent 
actual services that are requested by a customer or that are specifically required by federal or state law. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-32) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment prohibits a telephone utility from charging a customer for any 

service, tax or fee that is not authorized by the customer or authorized or required by the State or the Federal 
Government. It specifies that a charge may only be listed as a separate line-item charge on the bill when the charge 

represents a service or fee authorized by the customer or a tax, fee or charge authorized or required by the State or 

the Federal Government. It also adds language to prohibit a telephone utility from including in a line-item charge 
anything that is charged for elsewhere on the custorner1s bill and requires that a clear description of line-item charges 

be included on telephone bills. 

The amendment also authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to impose an administrative penalty for violations 

up to $1,000 per violator for violations arising out of the same incident or complaint. It requires the commission to 

provide a simple process for a customer to report a line-item charge the customer believes may be in violation. 

Finally, it clarifies that this provision is not intended to limit any enforcement action or penalty pursued by the 
Attorney General under the Maine Unfair Trade Practices Act. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law Z009, Chaptef 36 prohlbits a teiephri;,e utility from chargin£a customer for anyservice, tax or fee .that i~ -
not authorized by thecl1"'tomer or authorized or req~i7ed by i:b.e St~te or the pederal Govefll!llent. It specifiesi:b.at a 
ch'1J'gelI\ay onlybe)i~t~d .as .a separate ~ne-item ciJarge 011 the. bill whenthe charge repr"8ents a serviceor.fee 
authorized by ,thecust?mer o.r a tax, fee or charge a11thorized or reqµired by the, State or the Federal Gov~rnm~nt. It 
als9 addslangu~ge '." pr~lJibit a telep~o11e utility fro}ll including in a line-iterrr charge anything that is charged for 
elsewhere on the customer's bill and requires that a clear descriptionofline:item charges be included on telephone 
bills~ 

Public.Law 2009, chapter36 authorizes the Public UtiHties Commission to impose an administrative penally for · 
violatio1urllp .t0.-$1~~00 p.er.violator-·for violations ariSing out· ~~t~.e.:Same incident or·c.oJriplaint:.:_It re.q11ires the 
~cn~iss_i?:n to_ p~~yide.a simple:,process. ·r,or a-custom~r to. _report.a line~item _cll~~e_the customer_belieVes. may be in .. ;:·:_ 
violation, Finally, it c!ariffos thatthis provision is not intended to limit any enforcement action or penalty pursued by · 
the Attorney General un,dey .the Maine Unfair Trade Practices Act .. _ 

LD 131 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Athens Standard Water District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MILLSP OTP 

872 

PUBLIC36 

P& S 1 



Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

Under the current charter of the Athens Standard Water District, a trustee of the district must be a taxpayer of the 

Town of Athens and a ratepayer of the district. Under this bill, a trustee of the district must be a taxpayer of the 

Town of Athens or a ratepayer of the district. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapterl changes the eligibility requirements for trustees of the Athens Standard 

Water District. Under this law, a trusteemustbe a taxpayer of the Town of Athens or a ratepayer of the district. 

LD 146 An Act To Require Telephone Directories To Include Cellular 

Telephone Numbers for Businesses 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RICHARDSON W ONTP 

This bill requires telephone directories published by telephone utilities to include, at the request of a business 

customer, the cellular telephone number for the business. 

LD 147 An Act To Facilitate the Protection of Electric Utility Consumer 

Interests in Public Utility Commission Cases Involving the 

Construction, Rebuilding or Relocating of Transmission Lines 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HINCK 

HOBBINS 

OTP-AM H-23 

This bill provides the Office of the Public Advocate with authority, similar to existing authority of the Public 

Utilities Commission, to receive a filing fee from the applicant for a certificate of public convenience and necessity. 

While the filing fee for the Public Utilities Commission is equal to either 2/100 of 1 percent or 4/100 of 1 percent of 

the estimated cost to erect, rebuild or relocate the transmission line, the bill provides a filing fee for the Public 

Advocate equal to 1/100of1 percent or 2/100of1 percent of the estimated cost. The bill allows the Office of the 

Public Advocate to a assess a filing fee on an applicant for a certificate of public convenience and necessity who is 

not otherwise subject to an assessment to support the work of the Office of the Public Advocate. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~23) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill. 

I. It conditions the payment of a filing fee to the Office of the Public Advocate upon the payment ofa filing fee to 

the Public Utilities Commission. 

2. It sets the amount of the filing fee to the Office of the Public Advocate at 1/100 of! percent of the estimated 

project cost in all cases. 

3. It clarifies the purposes for the expenditures of the filing fee by the Office of the Public Advocate to include 

public outreach. 

4. It requires 'the Office of the Public Advocate to report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
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jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters by January 15, 2012 regarding its experience with the collection and 

expenditure of filing fees. 

5. It adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 26 provides the Office of the Public Advocate With authority similar to that offue Pnbli~ 
Utilities Commission to receive a filing fee front an applicanf for a certificate of public convenience and necessity. 
Thislaw sets the sets the amount of the filing Jee to the Office of th!' Public Advocate at 11100 ofl percent of the 
estllri~te<I project cost and conditions the payment ofa filing fee to the Office of th~ Public Advocate upon the 
payment of a filing fee to the. Public Utilities Commission.· It. specifiesihe purposes for the expenditures of the filing 
fee by the Office of the Public Advocate to. include representing the interests· of consumers in the proceeding before 
th~ commissiCll1 and c~nducting public outreach to inform consumers about the proceeding. This law requires the 
Office ofthe Public Advocate to report to the joint standing committee oftheLegis!ature havingjurisdiction over 
utilities and energy matters.by January 15; 2012 regarding its experience with the. collection and expenditure of 
filing fees. 

LD200 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Caribou Utilities District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

EDGECOMB OTP-AM H-34 

This bill amends several provisions in the charter of the Caribou Utilities District, including the provisions regarding 

eminent domain, trustee compensation, trustee retirement eligibility, the acquisition of the Caribou Water Works 

Corporation, the authority to borrow and issue bonds, the detennination of rates, liens for payment of rates and 

sewer connections and extensions. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-34) 

This amend1nent makes a series of technical changes to the bill to provide cross-references to relevant provisions in 

the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, with respect to water functions of the district, and to relevant provisions in 

Title 38, with respect to sewer functions of the district. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2009, chap tel· 8 arn~nds several pro~ionsin the chart~r.ofth~-Carlbou Utilities District, 

illclllding ~he-pro'/is_io~s_ regarding-emm~nt _d,omain,)rustee_ COinpellsation; trustee _retifenten_t eligibilify-i __ th_e 
acquisition of the Caribou Water Works Corporation, the authority to. bonow and issue bonds, the determination of 
rat~s, lf6riS_ fOr pa:y111ept of rates_ rujd;s_~Wer cOilti_e~~iO~s all Ct" eXte1~~ioI?:~· 

P&S8 

LD220 An Act To Increase the Availability of Solar and Wind Power PUBLIC88 
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Sponsor(s) Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

BAR1LETT OTP-AM S-90 
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This bill raises the upper limit of the assessments on transmission and distribution utilities to fund the solar and wind 

energy rebate program from 0.005 cent per kilowatt-hour to 0.01 cent per kilowatt-hour. The bill also repeals the 

provision in cutTent law that repeals the solar and wind energy rebate on December 31, 2010. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-90) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment delays the repeal of the solar and wind energy rebate program 

from December I, 2010 to December 1, 2015. The amendment directs the Public Utilities Commission to use 

federal stimulus funds made available to the commission under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 

2009 to increase funding for the solar and wind energy rebate program by $500,000 per year for a 2-year period and 

to report the results of the funding expansion and recommendations regarding future funding of the progratn in the 

commission's December 1, 2010 annual report of the solar and wind energy rebate program. The amendment also 

directs the commission to amend the rules governing the solar and wind energy rebate program to include 

performance standards as an educational tool for program applicants and to require applicants to complete a simple 

payback period calculation as part of the rebate application fonn. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publie Law 2009, chapter 88delays the sunset on the solar and wind energy rebate progranJ. from Pecemb~r(wio 
toDeceinber 1, 2015, and directs the PublicJJtilities Commission to use federal stimulus funds made available under 

the Allterican Recovery arid Reinvesttrient Act of2009 to increase fu11dingfor the sola: and:wind energy rebate 

program by $500,000 per ye~ for.a 2-year p~riod. It:requireii the commiss.ion t() report the results of the funding 

~xpansion and recommendations reg~rding future funding of the program in the December 1;2010 ammal report of 

the solar and wind energy re bare program, This faw .also directs. the commi~sion to am:ndtherules governing the 

.solar and wind ene{gy rebate pr<)granJ. to. in,lude performance standardsas an educ~tional too If or program 

applicants and to require applicants to c9mplete .a simple payback perio<\ calculation as part of the application forn.i. 

I>ublicLaw 2009, chapter 88 was .. enacted as an emergency measure effective May 8, 2009, 

LD238 An Act Regarding Consumer-owned Water Utilities and Contracts for 

Large-scale Extraction and Transportation of Water 

Sponsor(s) 

LEGG 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-35 

This bi11 ~equires a consumer-owned water utility to hold a public hearing and to secure approval of a majority of 

voters in a referendum vote before entering into a contract with any entity that involves: 

1. The sale of water for purposes other than on-site use or consumption by the purchasing entity; 

2. The sale or lease of any water rights held by the utility, including the right to extract water from sources from 

which the utility is authorized to obtain water; or 

3. The sale of any water or sale or lease of any water rights on terms different than those available to any other 

similarly situated entity. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-35) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment prohibits a consumer-ovmed water utility from entering into a 

contract that involves large-scale extraction and transportation of water until the utility has: 
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I. Held a public meeting that includes oppmtunity for public comment at least 30 days before entering into such 

contract; 

2. Provided public notice of the meeting and the proposed contract to each of the utility's customers, the Public 

Utilities Commission, the Office of the Public Advocate and affected municipalities, and in a newspaper of general 

circulation in the area served by the utility, at least 30 days prior to the meeting; and 

3. Made a copy of the proposed contract available for public inspection prior to the meeting. 

The runendrnent specifies that the requirements do not apply to any contract between a consumer-owned water utility 

and another entity that involves large-scale extraction and transportation of water when the entity contracting with 

the utility is an existing customer of the utility or is a water utility, or when the transportation of water to be 

provided under the contract qualifies as one of several exceptions in the laws governing restrictions on bulk 

transport of water. 

Enacted Law Summary 

P~i>li~ Law ioo9:~hapte;3i, PfOhlbits a consµmer-owned Water~tility fr~~ enie~htg irii;; "tontra'Ct thaiillvolved 
large-scale extraction _and transportation of water until the utility has: 

L Held a public meeting tllatincludes opportunity for public comment atleast 30 days before entering into such 

contract; 
~· ·. -

2. Provided public nor~eof the \'1eetfog and th.e proposed ~cmtra~t to eachofthe llti~ty's customers,cthe Public 

Utilities. Cornmissiqn, .the Office of the Public Advoc.ate. and affected municipalities, and in.~ news.paper of gener~l 
circulation in.the area served by the utility, at least 30 days prior to the meeting; and 

3, .Made a copy of the proposed contract available for public .inspection prior to the tneeting. 
- . . ... .. 

The law specifi"!' that these requir~ments llo nbt apply to any contract between a consumer-owned water utility and 

another entitr that inyolve~large-~cale extractiona11d transportati~n of water when.the entity contracting withthe 

utility is an existing ~usi~i;ner ?f the utility9r i~ .a ~ater utility, or when the transportation ofvvaterto be provided · 

~der the contract qu~lijies as qne of several exc°'ptions in tlie)avvs governing restrictions on bulk transport. of . 

Water. 

Pu_b.Hc.L .. aw 200 .. 9 .• '.~hapter 37 was .. enacted as an emergency measure effective_ .. _April 17, 2009. -··- - - - - - -

LD264 An Act To Amend the Surcharge for the E-9-1-1 System 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CLEARY OTP-AM H-437 

This bill increases the statewide E-9-1-1 surcharge from 30¢ to 50¢ per month. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-437) 

This amendment increases the E-9-1-1 surcharge from 30¢ to 37¢ effective July I, 2009, and 52¢ effective July 1, 

2010. The amendment also authorizes the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy to submit legislation 

regarding the E-9-1-1 surcharge to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. If the committee elects to 

submit legislation under this authority, the committee is required to consider certain information regarding the 
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E-9-1-1 surcharge and the E-9-1-1 fund, including surcharge revenue history and projections, expenditure history 

and projections, unexpended amounts in the E-9-1-1 fund, opportunities to reduce expenditures related to the 

configuration of public safety answering points and designated uses of the E-9-1-1 fund. The amendment adds an 

appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 41Gi~~;·~asesthe.E-9:1~1 s,;;:c11lll"ge from 30¢ to 37¢ effecti~~Jltly l; 2009, and 52¢ 

effective July 1, 2010, H authorizes the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy to submit legislation 

regarding the E-9-1-l surcharge to the Second Regular Session of the I 24th Legislature. If the committee elects to 
Subtlli-~ legislatfo_n under this authority, the com1nittee -is Tequifed tO considei _c_e_ft,_ci_~ ihfonnation regarding the 
E'9-l-] surcharge and the. E-9-1-1 fund, including surcharge rev<mue history and projections, expenditure history 

and projections, unexpended amounts. in the E-9-1-1. fund, opportunities to reduce expenditures related to the 

configuration of public safety answering points and designated uses of the E-9-1 cJ fund. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 416 was enacted as an.elllergency measure effective June 17, 2009. 

LD275 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Limestone Water and Sewer 

District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MARTINJL OTP-AM H-33 

This bill establishes a board of directors for the Greater Limestone Wastewater Treatment Facility with 

responsibility for the regulation, management, operation and maintenance of the Greater Limestone Wastewater 

Treatment Facility and for rate changes and changes in the te1ms and conditions of service to the Loring 

Development Authority of Maine. The provisions of the bill establishing the board do not take effect unless the 

Limestone Water and Sewer District acquires title to the Greater Limestone Wastewater Treatment Facility by July 

I, 2010. This bill also increases the district's debt limit from $1,500,000 to $5,000,000. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-33) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill. 

I. It clarifies the language in the bill regarding the responsibilities of the board and the board membership for the 

Greater Limestone Wastewater Treatment Facility Board. 

2. It also increases the district's debt limit to $8,000,000 rather than to $5,000,000 as proposed in the bill. 

P&SS 

EMERGENCY 

3. It adds an emergency preamble and an emergency clause so that the Limestone Water and Sewer District can take 

advantage of federal funding for wastewater projects that is available under the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act of 2009, and it clarifies the effective date of the provisions regarding the Greater Limestone 

Wastewater Treatment Facility Board. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pr.ivate and SpecfaiLaw 2009, chapter 5 establishes the Greater Lh;;estone Wastewate~ TreatmentFacility Board. 

The wastewater treatment facility board .consists of the 3 members of the board of trustees of the Limestone Water 

and Sewer District and 2 appointed membern.The wastewater treatmenHacility board is responsible for the 

reguiat_iOn, _mailagem_ellt~ operati_on_ and nlaintellance of the Gt;eate~--~~esron_e Wast~-w~ter Tf~aiment F'acHity:_aiid­
for rate changes and changes in the terms and conditions of seryice to the Loring D~vel~pment Authority ofMainf. 

The provisions of the law establishing the wastewate1· treatment facility .board do nottake effect unles.s the 
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Linie~tone Wate~.;.;d Se,_;;e~bistrl~t ~2quires tit!~ to. th~ Greater Limestone WastewateF Treatment Facility by July 

1,.2010. This law also increases the district's debt limit from $1,500,000 to $8,000,000. 

Pliv.ate and Special Law 2009, chapter Swas enacted as an emergency measure effectiveAplil 16, 2009. 

LD 276 An Act To Protect the Integrity of the State's Carbon Dioxide Budget 
Trading Program and Auction Process and To Provide Allocations to 
the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust Fund 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

BARTLETT OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

S-138 HOBBINS 

S-42 

PUBLIC200 

EMERGENCY 

This bill provides a "public records exception" to exclude certain information sub1nitted to the Department of 

Environmental Protection or its agent by parties in order to participate in carbon dioxide emission allowance 

auctions held under the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative. The identified purpose of the exception is to protect the 

integrity of the auctions. 

The bill also repeals the requirement that rules adopted by the Depmtment ofEnviromnental Protection under Title 

38 chapter 3-B establish a system under which proceeds from the sale of C02 allowances may be returned to electric 

customers as direct credits on bills at times of heightened price pressure in regional carbon emission allowance 

markets. 

Finally, the bill establishes allocations for the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust Fund for the disbursement of 

auction revenues. 

Committee Amendment "A 11 (S~42) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill: 

I. It moves the language in Public Law 2007, chapter 317, regarding rulemaking to provide credits to electric 

ratepayers at times of heightened price pressure in the regional carbon dioxide allowance markets, which is repealed 

by the bill, into the statutes governing the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust and shifts responsibility for rulemaking 

from the Department of Environmental Protection to the Public Utilities Commission. 

2. It adds a provision to the bill that changes the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust's expenditure limit for 

administrative costs from 2 percent of trust fund receipts to no more than $800,000 per year. 

3. It adds a provision to the bill to insert a necessary cross-reference to the voluntary renewable market set aside in 

the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative Act of2007. 

4. It adds a provision to the bill to require the Depmtment ofEnviromnental Protection and the Energy and Carbon 

Savings Trust to report on the revenues and expenditures of the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust Fund as part of the 

annual report to the Legislature. 

5. It mnends the public records exception contained in the bill by clarifying the specific records that are 

confidential, the time period of confidentiality and exceptions to the confidentiality requirements. It clarifies and 

provides certain definitions and moves the public records exception language to the section of law goven1ing the 

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative Act of2007. 
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This amendment was reviewed and evaluated by the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary pursuant to Maine 

Revised Statutes, Title 1, section 434, which requires review and evaluation of new exceptions to laws governing 

public records. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment 11A" (8~138) 

This amendment corrects the appropriations and allocations section by providing the allocation to the Public Utilities 

Commission rather than to the Department of Environ1nental Protection and by correcting a spelling e1To1'. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 200 provldesa public records exception for certain information submitted to the 

Deparlnlent ofEnviromnentaLProtection or its agent by parties in order to participate i~ auctions heldunderthe 

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative. The identified purpose of the exception is to protect the integrity of the 

aUctiOn's. 

Th" lawalso amends certain language inPublic Law 2007, chapter 317,r~gardingrulemaking to pr?vide credits to 
electricn1tepayers at times of heightened price pressure in the regional carbondio~de allo\Yance markets and enacts 

approwiate language w .shift therespo.nsibility for this rulemaking fro ID the Deparlnlent ofEnviromnental Protection 
to thePublic Utilities Commission. .. · . 

The l~w changes the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust's expenditure limltforndministrative costs from 2. percen!of 

trust fimd receipts to no more thap $800,000 per year and es(~blishes al.locations for the Energy and. Carb.on Sa~ings 
TmstFund for tile disb'!rsement.ofauction revenu~s. It. also requires the DepartmentofEnvirolUilental Protection 

and the Energy and Carbon Saying~ TflJSt to rep~rt on therevemies an.d expenditures of the Energy and Carbon · 

Sayings Trust Fund as part ofthe annual report to.the Legislature. 

Public Law 2009, chapter 200 was.enacted as an emergency measure effective l\!!ay 26, 2009. 

LD314 Resolve, Directing the Public Utilities Commission To Study the 

Feasibility of the Merger of Certain Utilities 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 

JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONIP 

This bill directs the Public Utilities Commission to study the feasibility of the merger of the Maine Public Service 

Company with New Brunswick Power and submit a report of the results of the study to the Joint Standing 

Committee on Utilities and Energy by December 2, 2009. 

LD334 An Act To Clarify the So-called Dig Safe Law 

Sponsor(s) Cormnittee Report Amendments Adopted 

SYKES ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to clarify the so-called dig safe law to assist 

property owners and others in recognizing appropriate dig safe situations. 
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Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 2: Administration of 

Trust, Budgeting, Project Selection Criteria and Procedures, 

Monitoring and Evaluation Requirements, a Major Substantive Rnle of 

the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-57 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 2: Administration of Trust, Budgeting, Project 

Selection Criteria and Procedures, Monitoring and Evaluation Requirements, a major substantive rule of the Energy 
and Carbon Savings Trust. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~57) 

RESOLVE 19 
EMERGENCY 

This amendment authorizes the final adoption of Chapter 2: Administration of Trust, Budgeting, Project Selection 

Criteria and Procedures, Monitoring and Evaluation Requirements, a provisionally adopted major substantive rule of 

the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust, as long as the rule is amended to clarify that the trust may calculate reductions 

in greenhouse gas emissions and reductions in consumption of electricity on a basis other than simply reductions 

frotn current levels when the trust determines it is appropriate to calculate reductions from the level of greenhouse 

gas emissions or consumption of electricity that would exist if alternative, less energy efficient technologies were 

used for the program or project instead of the technologies proposed by the applicant. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 4009, ch~pt<lr 19 ~ufuorizes th~ final adoption of9hapter i:Administration of Trust; Budgeting, Project 

_Selectio_n Cri!-~-r~_a _~d Pr~~-~U,-~s,,_ ~o?itoring-ancl_ -Evaluat_ion :R.eql!ir~ments~ a _prp_yisio~_al'.l:f a_dopt_~_d Jl:lajO(: _­
substantive rule of the Ener&Y and.prbon Savings Trn~t. Tl)e resolve requires that the rtile be am~nded to clarify' 
that the trust may cajculate reductions in greenhouse gas elJ}issions arnfreductions in7ousumption of e!ecttjcity on a 
basis other tha~ simJ1l)' reduqtions from currentJev~lswhenthe trnst d~tennines it is apprOpriate to cal cul.ate ·. .· 
:eductions from thel~Xel of gr~e'"'.ouse gas e01issions or "?nsumpti0n of electrfoify thatwotild .exist if alternative, 
less. ener&J efficient technologies were used for th.e program or project instead ofthetechnologiesproposed by the 
applicant · . · 

~esolve 2009,.chapter 19was fin~ly passed as.an emerge~c;meas~iif{ectiveA~ril 30>2009. 

LD336 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 313: Net Energy 

Billing Rule To Allow Shared Ownership, a Major Substantive Rule of 

the Public Utilities Commission 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-63 

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 313: Net Energy Billing Rule to Allow Shared 
Ownership, a major substantive 1ule of the Public Utilities Commission. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~63) 

880 

RESOLVE20 
EMERGENCY 



Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

This amendment authorizes the final adoption of Chapter 313: Net Energy Billing Rule to Allow Shared Ownership, 

a provisionally adopted major substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commission, as long as the rule is amended to 

include micro-combined heat and power systems within the definition of 11eligible facility" and to change the 

installed capacity limit for eligible facilities from 500 kilowatts to 660 kilowatts. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 20 authorizes th~ fioal adoption of Chapter 3i3: Net Energy Billing Rule to Allo~Sh.;:~d. 
Ownership, a provisionally adopted major substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commissi_on. The resolve requires 

that the rule be am~nded to.include micro-combined heat and power systems.within the definition of "eligible 

facility" .and to change the installed capacity lhnit for eligible facilities from 500 kilowatts, in the proposed rule, to 

660 kilowatts: 

Resolve 2009; chapter 20 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective April 30, 2009. 

LD389 An Act To Facilitate the State's Existing Commitment to the Production 

of Liquid Biofuels 

Sponsor(s) 

BUTTERFIELD 

BRYANTB 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-116 

This bill eliminates the Agriculturally Derived Fuel Fund and amends the Clean Fuel Vehicle Fund to include 

biofuel projects. The bill also prohibits franchise agreements that infringe on a retail dealer's ability to deal with 

suppliers of alternative motor fuel other than the franchisor. The bill also directs the Governor's Office of Energy 

Independence and Secu1ity within the Executive Department, in consultation with the Executive Departinent, State 

Planning Office, the Department of Environmental Protection and the Department ofConsetvation, to study and 

make recommendations to the Legislature regarding policies to encourage the sustainability ofbiofuels. 

Committee Amendment ''A" (H-116) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill. 

1. It removes the requirement that the Governor's Office of Energy Independence and Security within the Executive 

Department provide direct oversight of the Clean Fuel Vehicle Fund and instead requires that, in administering the 

fund, the Finance Authority of Maine consult and accept input from the Governor's Office of Energy Independence 

and Security. 

2. It amends the bill to focus on "sustainable biofuel, 11 replaces the term nbiofuel" with nsustainable biofuel11 and 

changes the related definition. 

3. It adds a provision to allow the Secretary of State to develop and administer a cost-effective method for a person 

to contribute to the fund through an oriline process. 

4. It eliminates the provisions of the bill relating to prohibitions on franchise agreements between suppliers and 

retail fuel dealers; requirements for a voluntary contribution to the Clean Fuel Vehicle Fund as part of the regular 

motor vehicle registration process and as a checkoff on an income tax return; and the requirement for a study of 

biofuels sustainability by the Governor's Office of Energy Independence and Security. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw 2009, chapter 12\eihoi!late~ the AgriculturaUyDerlvedFuelFund and ame!ldsth~Clean Fuel Vehicle 

Fund to.include _snstainable biofuel projects.Thisla'Y requires the Finance Authority of Maine to consult and accept 
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input from the Governor's Office of Energy llldependence and Security in administering the Clean Fuel Vehicle 

Fund. The law also authorizes the Secretary of State to develop and adIIlinister a cost-effective method for a person 

to contribute to the Clean Fuel Vehicle fund through an online process, 

LD396 An Act Regarding Installation of Solar Energy Systems under the Solar 
and Wind Energy Rebate Program 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

NUTTINGJ ONTP 

To qualify for a rebate under current law governing the solar and wind energy rebate program, a solar photovoltaic 

system must be installed by a master electrician who has been certified by a North American board of certified 

energy practitioners or by a master electrician working in conjunction with a person who has been certified by a 

North American board of certified energy practitioners, and a solar thermal system designed to heat water must be 

installed by a qualified solar thermal water system installer. This bill amends the law to allow for a rebate when the 

owner or tenant of a residential or com1nercial property performs the installation of a solar photovoltaic system or a 

solar thermal system designed to heat water, as long as the installation has been inspected and approved by a 

municipal electrical inspector, in the case of solar photovoltaic systems, or a municipal plumbing inspector in the 

case of solar thermal systems designed to heat water. 

LD407 Resolve, To Identify Funding Available To Promote the Use of 
Energy-efficient Furnaces 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

PLOWMAN OTP-AM S-39 

This resolve directs the Public Utilities Commission to amend its rules governing conservation programs to provide 

funding to promote the use of more efficient furnaces by low-income residents. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-39) 

This amendment replaces the resolve. The a1nendment directs the Public Utilities Com1nission to identify funding 

sources available to the State and strategies to use such funding to promote the use of energy-efficient furnaces, 

particularly among low-income residents. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapterlS directs the Public Utilities cothmission to identify funding sources a\'irilableto the State 

and strat,e~ieS .to.1:1.S.~ suph fiuidiiig to. p~om~:re·the ~se:9f cihergy~~fficlellt furnaces,:.particulariy among IOW-income 
residents .. · 

Resolve 2009; chapterl8 was fi11ally passed as an emergencymeasure effective Apiil30, '.2009. 
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LD418 An Act To Facilitate the Development of Ocean Wind Power 

Sponsor(s) 

CLARKH 

SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill includes an appropriation of $200,000 to the Executive Department, State Planning Office in fiscal years 

2009-10 and 2010-11 to provide funds to the GulfofMaine Research Institute to organize meetings of marine 

stakeholders along the coast of the State regarding the development of ocean wind energy. 

LD543 An Act Concerning the Allocation of Power Generated by GNE, LLC 

Sponsor(s) 

CLARKH 

JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires electricity generated by GNE, LLC hydropower facilities to be first allocated to the paper 

production facilities located in Millinocket and East Millinocket. 

LD 543 was carried over to any special or regular session of the 124th Legislature pursuant to Joint Order, H.P. 

1053. 

LD 555 An Act To Promote Public Safety Answering Point Efficiency 

Sponsor(s) 

FLETCHER 

MCCORMICK 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-254 

This bill requires the E-9-1-1 Council to assist the Public Utilities Commission, Emergency Services 

Communication Bureau in resolving service-related complaints regarding the E-9-1-1 syste1n. It requires the bureau 

to include in its annual report to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy information regarding the 

performance of each of the public safety answering points during the reporting period. The bill directs the bureau to 

prepare and submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy regarding the optimum 

configuration of public safety answering points in the State and the benefits and consequences of expanding the 

statewide E-9-1-1 surcharge to fund all E-9-1-1 system costs. The bill authorizes the committee to submit legislation 

relating to the report to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-254) 

This amendment makes the following changes to the bill. 

1. It adds a provision to require the Public Utilities Commission, Emergency Setvices Com1nunication Bureau, prior 

to implementing a reduction in the number of public safety answering points, to make a finding regarding the need 
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for the reduction based on an evaluation of the costs and benefits of the reduction, taking into account impacts on 

ratepayers, each of the affected municipalities and the State. 

2. It amends the provision of the bill that requires the bureau to prepare and submit a report regarding public safety 

answering points and the E-9-1-1 system. It clarifies the issues to be taken into account when reporting on the 

optimum configuration of public safety answering points. It adds to the report an assessment of how to implement 

and regulate the optimum configuration, including the regulation of changes to public safety answering point 

locations initiated by municipalities, taking into consideration the cost implications for municipalities and the State. 

3. It adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 219 amends the laws govefl)ing the E-9-1-1 system as follows. 

:l. __ Jt req~_ireS the Public Utiliti~s Comnlission, Emergency Servf~es <:;om1Iluni_~ation _Bureau, priOr to irnplementiilg __ -a 
reduction in the ~umber of public .safety answering poi~ts, to make a finding regarding theneed for the reduction 

bru;ed on an eval~ation of the costs and benefits of the reduction, taking into account fo1pacts on. i·atepayers, each of 
the affected municipalities and the State. · 

2. !!requires the E4l,1 Council to assist the Public Utilities Commission,Emergency Services Communication 

Bureau (ESCB) in.resolving service-related compbin.ts regarding th~ E-9-.1-1 :system. 

3. Itrequiresthe E~CB tg include. in its annualreport to the Joint S~dillg ~?mmittee on.Utilities ~d Ene~gy 
infonnationregarding theperfonnance of each of the public safety answering points during the.n;porting period 

----: ---> -- - --------- -- - - _- - ' 

4. It directs the ESCB .to ~repare and submit a}e]Jort to th~ Jointstaiiding Commitll'e on Utilities and Energy 
regru·ding the opthnum configurittionqf publk safoty answering points in the State and the benefits and 

consequences ofexp~mling the statewide E-9-1, 1 surchargetofimd .all E-9-1-l sy~te1n°'osts. The report must also 

include an.assesslllent of how to implement and regulate the optimum configmation., incfoding the regulation of 

chai;ges to public safety answering point locations initiated by 111lJ1licipalities ... The biU aµthoriies the committee to 
submitlegislationrelating to the report to !he Second Regular Session of the _124th Legislature. 

LD 596 An Act To Allow Electricity Customers Who Operate Generating 

Facilities To Be Paid in Cash for Excess Net Energy Produced 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTIN JR 

PERRYJ 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill requires transmission and distribution utilities to compensate a customer that generates electricity from 

renewable resources for any excess electricity generated by the customer beyond the customer's actual electricity 

usage. It requires the compensation to be in the form of either a cash payment or kilowatt-hour credits that do not 

expire for 24 months. The bill directs the Public Utilities Commission to adopt routine technical rules to implement 

these requirements. 
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An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Pnhlic Safety Answering Points 

Sponsor(s) 

COTTA 

MCCORMICK 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to establish requirements that must be met 

prior to any consolidation or reconfiguration of public safety answering points. Under the bill, piior to the 

consolidation or reconfiguration of any public safety answering points: 

1. A study must be conducted and submitted to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 

over utilities and energy matters. The report must include an analysis of the costs and benefits of the proposed 

configuration of public safety answering points, including but not limited to an analysis of: 

A. The anticipated total system costs, including but not limited to maintenance, training and operating expenses; 

B. The impact on direct dispatch of emergency services, transfer routing and relay routing; and 

C. The specific benefits and costs to individual affected municipalities and communities; and 

2. Each municipality or community that is affected by the proposed consolidation or reconfiguration of public safety 

answering points must be afforded the opportunity to vote to accept or reject the proposed consolidation or 

reconfiguration. 

LD608 An Act To Protect Electricity Consnmers in Northern Maine 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SHERMAN OTP-AM S-50 

This bill prohibits the Public Utilities Commission from issuing a certificate of public convenience and necessity for 

a transmission line that has the effect of eliminating the independent system administrator for northern Maine or 

eliminating or modifying the scope of responsibilities of the independent system administrator for northern Maine 

unless the certificate is subject to a requirement for full compensation for an adverse effect on customer costs. The 

bill requires that the compensation be paid to affected customers through a rebate or reduction in rates charged by 

transmission and distribution utilities serving the area that is administered by the independent system administrator 

for northern Maine for a period of not less than I 0 years. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-50) 

This amendment makes several changes to the bill to specify that the compensation to be provided to affected 

ratepayers: (I) is specifically for net adverse effects on ratepayers, rather than adverse effects; (2) may be provided 

through an appropriate compensation mechanism other than a rebate or rate reduction; and (3) must be for the 

benefit of affected ratepayers in the area covered by the Northern Maine Independent System Administrator. 

Additionally, the amendment limits the period over which the compensation is calculated and provided to affected 

ratepayers to a period of not more than 10 years. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter285 prohibits the Public Utilities Commission from issuing a certificate of public 

cOnve~ence:·and n~cessity for·a transniis_sfOn_Hne thathasthe __ effect of eliminating the inaei)endentSyStem 
adminis(ratorfor northern Maine or materially modifying the scope ofresponsibilities of the. independent system 

administrator for north em Maine unless the certificate is subject to a requirement for full c0mpensation for the. net 

adverse effects on ratepayers as determined by the commission. The.law i'equires that the .~ompensation be paid to 

affected customers thrdugh a rebate, reduction in ra~es-or_ other appropriate comperisation mechanisiti. benefitirig 
affected ratepayers in the area of the State in which the retail electricity market is administered by the independent 

system administrator for northern Maine. It also requires that the compensation be calculated for and provided to 

~ffected ratepayers over a pe1iod of not morethan 10 years. 

LD 650 An Act To Create a Funding Structure for Sustainable Investment in 
Public Water and Wastewater Infrastructure in the State 

Sponsor(s) 

BERRY 

BARTLETT 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-455 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to create a sustainable funding mechanism 

for water and wastewater infrastructure in the State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-455) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment establishes a funding structure for capital investment in public 
water and wastewater infrastructure in the State, but does not provide actual funds at this time. The funding structure 

established by the amendment consists of: (1) the State Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Fund within the Maine 

Municipal Bond Bank; (2) the Maine Drinking Water Fund within the Department of Health and Human Services, 

which is designed for capital investment and improvement of public water systems, drinking water supplies and 

water treatment facilities; and (3) the Maine Clean Water Fund within the Department of Environmental Protection, 

which is designed for capital investment and improvement of public wastewater systems and treatment facilities and 

water pollution abatement systems. 

The amendment directs the Department of Health and Human Services and the Department of Environmental 

Protection to convene a stakeholder group to review and make recommendations regarding funding needs and 

sources for the State Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Fund, taking into account the intent to use that fund as a 

state match for federal funds and to transfer funds from that fund to the Maine Drinking Water Fund and the Maine 

Clean Water Fund. The amendment requires the departments to report the results of the stakeholder group to the 

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy and authorizes the committee to submit legislation related to the 

report to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

----- ---------------- ------------------------ ----------------------- ----------------------------------

Public Law 2009; chapter 377 establishes a funding structure fo~ capital investment in public water and wastewater 

infrastructure in the State, but does.not provide actual• funds at this time. The fonding structure established by the 

law con.sists of:(!) the StateWate~ 3J1d Wastewater Infrastructure Fund within the Maine Municipal Bond Bank;J2f 

the Maine Drinking Water Fund. withi]]. the Department of Health and Human Se1vices, which is designed for capital 

investment and improvement ofpublic w~ter systems, drinking water supplies a~dwater tr~atment facilities; and (3) 

the Maine Clean Water Fund within the Department of EnvironmentalProtection; which is designed for capital 

fuveStn:i~~tan;d improveme~t_ofj)ubi-ic wa~teWater sy~~_ems ~d 1Tea~etiff~Ci1ities and _water ___ p_ollution abatenient 

S)'Stem£!. 
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This law also. directs the Department of Health and Human Services and the Department of Environmental 
Protection t_O convene a stake~~01der grOup to_ review_ and n1ake reconllilen<l,ations_ regarding funding needs and_ 
sources for the State Water and. Wastewater Infrastructure Fund, taking int.a account the intent to use that. fund as a 
state match. for federal funds and to transfer funds from that fund to the Maine Drinking Water Fund and.the Maine 
Clean Water Fund. Itrequires the departments t.o report the results of the stakeholder group to the JointStanding 
Committee on Utilities and Energy arid authorizes the committee to submit legislation related to the. repmt to the • 
Second Regular Session ofthe !24th Legislature. 

LD651 An Act To Amend the Wind Energy Rebate Program Eligibility 
Requirements 

Sponsor(s) 

BROWNE 
SHERMAN 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill makes changes to the eligibility requirements and rebate levels for wind energy system rebates under the 
solar and wind energy rebate program. The bill establishes the rebate amount for wind energy systems in statute as 

an increasing function of the kilowatt capacity of the wind energy system and the classification of the wind resource 
at the site of the installation. The bill also amends the law to require that the wind energy system be installed by a 
factory trained or approved installer under the supervision of a master electrician. 

The bill places certain limitations on the eligibility requirements that the Public Utilities Commission may establish 
for wind energy rebates under the program. Specifically, the bill: prohibits the commission from requiring a 

residential applicant to demonstrate a 1ninimum wind speed of 9.8 miles per hour or more at the site; prohibits the 
commission fro1n requiring a minimum tower height for the wind energy system installation; establishes 20 feet as 
the minimum allowed distance between the wind energy system's blade and any structure or trees within a 200-foot 
radius; and requires the applicant for the-rebate to enter into a net energy billing agreement with the trans1nission 
and distribution utility. 

LD717 An Act To Ensure Proper Oversight of Propane Facilities 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

FITTS ONTP 

This bill removes the oversight of certain propane facilities from the Public Utilities Commission and places the 
oversight of such facilities under the jurisdiction of the Propane and Natural Gas Board. 

LD764 An Act To Allow Municipalities To Offer Access to the Internet through 
Digital Subscriber Lines 

Sponsor(s) 

SAVIELLO 
GOOLEY 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 
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This bill allows a municipality to provide digital subscriber line, or DSL, service through itself or through a third 
party to an area of the municipality that does not receive Iriten1et service if the telecommunications utility servicing 
the municipality refuses to provide the service to the area. 

LD766 An Act To Promote Telecommunications Availability for the Deaf and 

Hard of Hearing 

Sponsor(s) 

WAGNERJ 

BOWMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-65 

This bill clarifies that the 70% rate reduction in intrastate toll calls established by the Public Utilities Commission 

for deaf, hard-of-hearing and speech-impaired persons applies when there are toll charges assessed for the calls. The 
bill also replaces certain references in the law to teletypewriters with references to telecommunications devices for 
the deaf and updates several definitions to reflect the new ways in which the deaf and hard-of-hearing community 

uses telecom1nunications services. The bill also clarifies that an entity can qualify as a telecommunications relay 
service provider even if there are parts of the State where it is not technologically feasible to provide the service. 
The bill clarifies that the Division of Deafness is within the Department of Labor not the Department of Education, 
and it clarifies the membership of the Telecommunications Relay Services Advisory Council. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-65) 

This amendment makes several technical changes to the bill for clarification and consistency. It replaces the term 
11hearing impaired person 11 with 11hard-of-hearing person11 for consistency with language in the bill, and it provides a 
more detailed definition of 11hard-of-hearing personn than is included in the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publfo L~W 2009, ch~pter 68clarifies that the 70% rate red~ction in intrastate toll calls e~tabJished by the P~blic 
Utilitie~ .Commission for deaf, h;ud-of-hearing and speech-impaired Perso~s applies when there.ar" toll charges 

~se8:.5-~~ fo~:the.call.s:· The law t¥s°:·r~places·_c:~rt~in_ refere.nce~to .. telefyP.~write·fs· with ... refer~nces,_.to 
telec?ll1)11~ications device~for fl)e deaf and upa,ites severald~fipltions to reflect the new ways i1l which the deaf 
and hard-of-hearing COll1)11Uruty uses tel~communications services. This law also clarifies that an entity can qualify 
as atelecomtllunications relay service provider even if the.re are. parts of the State wh.ere it is not technologically 
feasible to provide the service; Finally, it cla,rifies that .the Division ofDeafuess is within the J)epartm~nt o~Labor 
not th~Deparf'tlent of Education, and it cillrifies the membership of the Telecommunications Relay Services 
Advisory Council. 

PUBLIC 68 

LD 789 An Act To Make Certain Changes to the Laws Regarding E-9-1-1 

Surcharge Collection from Prepaid Wireless and Voice over Internet 

Protocol Providers 

ACCEPTED ONTP 
REPORT 

Sponsor(s) 

FLAHERTY 

Committee Report 

ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill makes several changes to the laws governing the collection of the E9 l l surcharge for prepaid wireless 

service and voice over Internet protocol, or VOIP, service. 
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This bill makes two changes to this provision of law regarding the dete1mination of a cellular or wireless service 

customer's place of residence. For post-paid customers, it specifies that the customer's place of primary use, rather 

than place of residence, must be determined by the sourcing rules in Title 36, section 2556. For prepaid wireless 
service customers, it specifies that the customer's nexus to Maine must be determined by the sourcing rules in Title 

36, section 2556, and authorizes the Public Utilities Commission by rule to establish additional criteria to determine 

nexus, including the assignment of prepaid wireless service to a telephone number within Maine's area code. 

The bill modifies the law relating to the point of sale collection method for the surcharge on pre-paid wireless 

service to authorize the collection of the surcharge from a "purchaser" in addition to from a "customer." 

This bill also modifies the law relating to the average revenue per user, or ARPU, collection method for the 

surcharge on pre-paid wireless service. Specifically it amends the formula for determining the total surcharge that is 

collected indirectly from prepaid wireless telephone customers. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-202) 

This amendment is the minority report of the committee. The amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The 

amendment directs the Public Utilities Commission to: 

I. Form and participate in a stakeholder group to design a method of collecting an E-9-1-1 surcharge on prepaid 

wireless teleco1nrnunications service that is comprehensive, convenient and least burdensome, taking into account 

the perspectives of prepaid wireless telecommunications service providers, retailers and end users; and 

2. Develop recommendations regarding the best method of protecting the integrity of the E-9-1-1 fund under the 

Maine Revised Statutes, Title 25, section 2927 and ensuring access to federal grant funds related to the E-9-1-1 

system. 

The amendment requires the commission to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by 
January 15, 2010 on both of these matters and authorizes the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy to 

report out legislation on these matters to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

LD790 An Act To Waive Public Utilities Commission Approval of Special 
Contracts When the Contracts Apply to Detariffed Rates or Terms 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HINCK OTP-AM H-58 

This bill exempts a telephone utility from the requirement to obtain approval from the Public Utilities Commission 

for a special contract and changes in the rates under such a contract, when that utility has been granted an exemption 

from the requirement to file rate schedules or terms and conditions, or tariffs, with the commission. The exemption 

from the special contract approval requirement is limited to the same extent of the exemption from the tariff filing 

requirement. This means that if a telephone utility has some services exempt from tariff filing, it is only exempt from 

the special contract approval requirement for those specific services. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-58) 

This amendment clarifies the language in the bill regarding the exemption from the requirement for Public Utilities 

Commission approval of special contracts for certain telephone utilities that are already exempted from the 

requirement to file rate schedules or terms and conditions. 

Enacted Law Summary 
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P~bli~ La~:2()()9, ch~pt~~ 66 eii~l11pts a tei;,phone utilityfr~l11the req~i~~l11ent t~ ~btain approval fr~l11 th~ Public 

Utilities Commission fora special contract and changes in the rates under such a contract, when that utility has been 
granted an exemption_ fro1n the !equirement to _.file_ ~te schedules or _terms .and _conditions, or tariffs, with ~e 
commis_sio~. The ~xemp!ion fro~.th~- speci_~i co_ntract approval reqllire111"cent is limited to __ the __ same _extent of the 
exemption from the tariff filing requirement. Thls means that if a telephone utility has some services exempt from 
tariff filing,: it-is orily .e_xenipt fiutri,the-special contr_act approval_ iequireme1it foi th-ose _speCific services·: 

LD792 Resolve, Regarding On-bill Financing Programs for Energy Efficiency 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RAYE OTP-AM S-111 

This bill directs the Public Utilities Commission to develop on-bill financing programs for energy efficiency 

improvements for small businesses, The bill also authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to direct 

investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities to implement on-bill financing programs for small business 
customers. On-bill financing is a method by which energy efficiency improvements are financed through the 
monthly electricity bill at 0% interest. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-111) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment directs the Public Utilities Commission to 

examine options for establishing an on-bill financing program for the purchase and installation of energy 

efficiency measures and energy-efficient technologies by small businesses. The amendment also authorizes the 

commission to consider on-bill financing programs for residential electricity customers. The amendment 

requires the commission to submit a report of its findings and recommendations regarding on-bill financing to 

the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by January 15, 2010, and it authorizes the committee to 

submit legislation concerning this subject to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapt~r 49. directs the PublicUtiHties Commission to examine options for establishing an on-bill 

financingprogramforthe p11rcbase and in~taUation of energy efficiency measures.and energy-efficient ... 

technologies.by ~mallb11sine~.ses and authorizes the commission to consider on-biU fin~ncing programs for. 

residential. el<;cll'icity cus~9m,rs, The resolve req?ires the.commission to sullilJ.if a report of its findings· and 

l·ecmnmendations regarding owbill fmancing to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities. and Energy by 

Jatm~ry .15.~ 201?, l!lldit authorizes the committeet9 sublllitlegislation·conceming this subject to the Sec.ond 

Regular Session of the 124thLegislature. 

LD844 An Act To Reduce Costs for Customers of Northern Maine 

Consumer-owned Utilities 

Sponsor(s) 

CLEARY 
COURTNEY 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-85 

Under current law a consumer-owned transmission and distribution utility (COU) may sale retail generation service 
in its own service territory. A COU, however, may not sell wholesale generation service except for incidental sales 
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necessary to reduce the cost of retail service. This bill removes that limitation for CO Us located within the tenitory 

administered by the independent system administrator for northern Maine and authorizes those COUs to sell 

wholesale generation services, without limitation, for the purpose of reducing its customers' costs. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~85) 

This amendment changes the provision in the bill regarding the sale of wholesale generation service by a 

consumer-owned transmission and distribution utility (COU). The amendment specifies that a COU located within 

the territory administered by the independent system administrator for northern Maine may sell wholesale generation 

service in excess of its retail generation service when that sale of wholesale generation service is made as part of 

providing retail service. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public L~w2009, chapter I 08 authorizes a con~umer:owned transmission and distribution utility located w.ithin the 
territory.admmistered by the independent system administrator for northern Maine to sell wholesale generation 
Seiyi~·e in.eXc.esS of.its fetaii.generation serVice when that sale ofwhOlesale generation sefvice.·is made as piirf o~ 
providing retail service. 

LD 845 Resolve, To Expand Access to Renewable Energy Programs 

Sponsor(s) Committee Rep01t Amendments Adopted 

ADAMS OTP-AM H-158 

S-328 DIAMOND 

This bill amends the solar and wind energy rebate program administered by the Public Utilities Commission to set 

aside 50% of the funds available for rebates to owners or tenants of residential or commercial property during the 

first 6 months of each fiscal year specifically for rebates to residential applicants whose household income is at or 

below the state median household inco1ne. During the remainder of the year, the bill authorizes the co1nmission to 

distribµte the remaining funds available for rebates without reference to the applicant's income level or property 

type. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-158) 

RESOLVE 131 
EMERGENCY 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The resolve directs the Public Utilities Commission, in cooperation 

with the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service, to conduct a 2-year outreach and education program to 

provide information to Maine residents regarding renewable energy technology and systems for residential use and 

renewable energy programs and incentives available through federal, state and local agencies. The resolve requires 

the Public Utilities Commission, in cooperation with the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service, to 

submit an interim report and a final report on this outreach and education program to the joint standing committee of 

the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters and authorizes the commission to adopt routine 

technical rules as necessary to implement the program. The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations 

section. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-328) 

This amend1nent strikes an appropriations and allocations section in co1nmittee amendment "A" (H-158) as it is 

duplicative of appropriations and allocations provided in Resolve 2009, chapter 46. 

Enacted Law Summary 

ilesolve 2009~~h~pter i 31 aiieciitheP-ubliCUtilities Commission,-i~ro~per~tionwii!lilie-Uiriversity of Maine 
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Co~P'~r~tiV~ E~t~nsio~ Se~ice, ·t~ ·~dndllct a ~-yearo!ltr~.ach an~·::.educ~ti~~ -p~~gram_ to proYid~- i~1:f~~-~ti~~-1:0 M~i~~ 
residents regatdirig renewable energy technology and systems for residential use and renewable energy programs.and 

ince_ntives available through federal_, st3;te an~ 1ocata,g_encies:_ The rest:)~V~:tequir~s: the· Piiblic __ Utilities Co1nmissi,on, 
in cooperation_with the University _ofMaine· Cooperati_y~ E_x.t~nsi_on S_e1vic~;:to ._submit an _inte~-~·eport a~d- a_ Im~l 
report on this outreach arid education program .to the jointstanding committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 
over utilities ·and· energy. matters :filid authoiizCs the· ccimmiSsiOnJ6_ ftd~pt -~!.rUtiiie techniCal ·ruleS ·as riecessary tO 
implement the program. · 

Resolve 2009, chapter .131 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective June 15, 2009, 

LD848 An Act To Encourage Green Commerce 

Sponsor(s) 

BECK 
SULLIVAN 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill requires the Maine Technology Institute to establish a new grant program to award funds on a competitive · 

basis to businesses that install or operate green technology that improves energy efficiency and uses renewable 
resources. The bill authorizes the Maine Technology Institute to apply for funds for this grant program from the 

conservation program fund of the Public Utilities Commission. It also authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to 
award funds from the conservation program fund to the Maine Technology Institute's program to support incentives 
for green technology. 

ONTP 

LD850 An Act To Ensure Local Broadband Coverage PUBLIC 63 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

PINGREE 
DAMON 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-64 

This bill gives the Public Utilities Commission the authority to adopt rules to require a communications service 

provider that is providing broadband coverage within at least 50 percent of a municipality1s geographic area to 
expand its broadband coverage to all of the geographic area within that municipality. 

Committee Amendment ''A'' (H-64) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The a1nendment requires the ConnectlvIE Authority, in awarding grants, to give 
priority to proposals that, relative to other proposals, extend access to broadband service to a higher percentage of an 

unserved area. The amendment also requires the ConnectlvIE Authority to consider the percentage of households 
with access to broadband service when establishing criteria to define unserved and underserved areas. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLa~ 2009, chapter 63 requires th~c~ri,";~ctME AuthmitJ,-fu:~~;;;.d;ngg;:;,;;t~~to-gl;e pri;;-rltYt~-prop~s~IS-. ---·- ---·-------·-

that, -~elafiv~-t() oth~rpr_op_o_sals,,-extend access "t?._-broadband serVice'-to a hi_gher: P~rct'.ntag·e of a~ _unserved ar~_a~ ___ The 
law also requires the ConnectME Authority. to coµsider the percentage of households with access to broadband . 
sefviCe ~he'll ~~tablishl~g criteri_a :to_ define_:UIJ,s_eiveCLaiid -UnderseiVed: areas. 

:.---- - - -::--:::·· - ___ ,:_:::_ __:-.::-:;.- -- -- - -- ' - _; -

Public Law 2009, chapter 63 was enacted as an emergency measure effective Apn!30, 2009. 
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LD 883 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Tenants Harbor Standard Water 

District 

P& S 15 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

RECTOR OTP-AM S-53 

This bill amends the charterof the Tenants Harbor Standard Water District by changing the way the board of 

trustees is elected. Under the bill, trustees are elected at large by a plurality vote of the voters of the district at the 

annual meeting of the district. The amendment to the charter is made retroactive to January 1, 1999. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-53) 

This amendment clarifies the language in the bill regarding the election of trustees of the Tenants Harbor Standard 

Water District. 

Enacted Law Summary 

- - -

Private .and Special Law 2009, chapter 15 amends the charter of the Tenants Harbor Standard Water District by 

changing the waythe board of trustees is elected, so that trustees are elepted at large by a plurality ~ote of the voters 

of the district at the.armual meetfug of the district. This change to. the charter is made reiroactive.to Janmuy 1, 1999; 
', ,, •' '.· •. ' - -.........•... ·.'' .. • .. · ··._·-, .. :- - ' . . ... · •. ·•.· 

)>riv ate and Spe~ial Law 2009, chapter I 5 was enacted as an "mergency measure effective May 8, 2099. 

LD 908 Resolve, To Encourage Regional Energy Conservation and Renewable 

Energy Initiatives 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

VALENTINO OTP-AM H-308 

This resolve authorizes Efficiency Maine, within the Public Utilities Co1nmission, to develop a pilot conservation 

program for the customers served by the Saco Bay transmission line, similar to programs in other states, in order to 

alleviate the need for large transmission lines in the Saco Bay area. It requires Efficiency Maine to report to the 

Utilities and Energy committee by February 15, 2010 on the status of the development of the pilot conservation 

program and implementation plans for program. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H~308) 

This amendment replaces the resolve. The amendment directs the Public Utilities Commission to encourage 

collaboration between municipalities in the development and implementation of regional energy conservation and 

renewable energy projects. The amendment requires the commission to report on its efforts to encourage such 

projects as part of its December 1, 2009 annual report on conservation programs. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 75 directs the Public Utllities Commission to ei1courage collaboration between:.UUnicipaliti~s 
in the development and implementation ()fregionalenergy conse!Vation and renewable energy projects. The resolve 

re(iuires:the:cOmi:n:isSiorttO_:report" ?ii-its effort~_tn: ·encoti_rage ~uch-projectS- aS part-o:( itS DeceniberJ-~ -2-009 ·annual 

report oil con_~ervation progr;.uns._ 
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Resolve, Regarding Building Energy Efficiency and Carbon 
Performance Ratings 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

GOODALL OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

S-155 

S-329 DIAMOND 

RESOLVE134 
EMERGENCY 

This bill establishes a building energy performance rating program for the purpose of evaluating and rating buildings 

in terms of energy efficiency and carbon emissions. The program includes a uniform building energy performance 

evaluation and rating system and report cards. The program is mandatory for state-owned buildings and buildings 

that lease space to the State. The program is voluntary for other buildings, except that disclosure of report cards is 

required at the time of the sale of certain private buildings beginning January 1, 2011. The program is administered 

by the Department of Public Safety, Technical Building Codes and Standards Board with administrative and 

technical support from the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Building Codes and Standards. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-155) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment directs the Public Utilities Commission in 

consultation with a stakeholder group, to develop or select a standardized rating system and reporting form for 

building energy efficiency and carbon performance, to take several steps to encourage the use of the selected rating 

system and reporting form and to develop a voluntary library of results. The amendment requires the commission to 

submit a report on these efforts to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy and authorizes the 

commission to use up to $50,000 in federal funds received by the commission under the federal American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act of 2009 for the purposes of this resolve. The amendment also adds an appropriations and 

allocations section. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (8~329) 

This amendment strikes an appropriations and allocations section that is duplicative of appropriations and 

allocations provided in Resolve 2009, chapter 46. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2009, chapter 134. directs the Public Utilities Comn1ission in consultation with .a stakeholde~ group, to 

d~vel()P or selecta standardized.ratingsystem and i·eporting forI11 for building energy effic;iency.and ~arbon 

perfonnance, to take several s\eps to. ~ncourage the use of the selected rating system and reporting f61'." and to ··.··.• •• • ..•.. 
dev~lop a voluntary library of re~ults, The resolve requires the commissi~n to submit a report onthese efforts tothe • 

Joint Standi~g(:o111'.1'ittee onUtijitiesand Energy and auth.orizes the commission to use upto $~0,000 in federal 

funds.re";~ived by flie commission •under the federal American Recovery andR.~invesiment Act of2009 foqhe 

purposes of this resolve. 
. . 

This re.solvewas finally passed as an emergency measure effective June.16, 2009. 
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LD953 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Winterport Water District P&Sll 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

THIBODEAU OTP 

This bill repeals language that would discontinue the Winterport Water District's authority to disconnect water of the 
users of the district's sewer system for nonpayment of sewer service. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter 11 repeals l~nguage that would discontuiue the Winterport Water District's 
authprity _to disconnect-water Of.the users of the district's· s_ewer_ :system for nonp-ayment of seWer service~ 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter 11 was enacted as an emergency.measure effective April 17, 2009. 

LD954 An Act To Clarify the Role of the Public Advocate 

Sponsor(s) 

THIBODEAU 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-165 

S-260 HOBBINS 

Under current law, the duties and responsibilities of the Public Advocate are to represent the public in matters within 

the jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Commission. This bill provides that the Public Advocate must be 
unencumbered by direction from or approval of the executive branch in fulfilling those duties and responsibilities. 

Committee Amendment "A11 (H-165) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. The amendment replaces the bill. The amendment changes 
the position of the Public Advocate from serving at the pleasure of the Governor to serving a 4-year te1m that begins 

and ends midway through the Governor's tenn ofoffice, effective January 31, 2013. The amendment specifies that 
the Public Advocate may be removed by the Governor for willful violation of the laws governing the Office of the 
Public Advocate. 

The amendment also directs the Public Utilities Commission to convene and host a working group to evaluate and 
make recommendations regarding the feasibility and appropriateness of changing the organizational relationship of 

the Office of the Public Advocate to the Executive Department, for the purpose of ensuring that the Public Advocate 
has the necessary independence from other influences to fulfill the advocate1s statutory duties and responsibilities 
without compromise. The working group is required to report its findings and recommendations to the Joint 

Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by January 15, 2010. The committee is authorized to report out 
legislation on the subject of the report to the Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-260) 

This amendment applies the provisions of Committee Amend1nent 11A11 regarding the appointment and removal of 

the Public Advocate to the cun-ent Public Advocate, except that this amendment specifies that the term of office of 
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the cun·ent Public Advocate expires January 31, 2013. This amendment also removes the working group proposed 

in Committee Amendment nA. n 

Enacted Law Summary 

PubJic Law 2009' chapter399 changes the position of the Public Advocate. from serving at the pleasure of the 

Governor to serving a 4-year tenn that b~gins .and ends midway through the Governor's term ofoffice. The law. 

specifies that the Public Advocate may bere!lloved by the Governorforwillful violati~n of the laws governirigthe 

Office of the Public Advocate. The law applies these changes to the cunent Public Advocate and specifies that the 

term ofo:ffice of the .currentPuMic Advocate expires Janua1y 31, 2013. 

LD968 Resolve, Regarding New Utility Line Extension Construction 

Sponsor(s) 

FLETCHER 

NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-253 

This bill directs the Public Utilities Commission to establish by rule standards for estimating the cost of construction 

of a new line extension by a transmission and distribution utility. The rules must require that a transmission and 

distribution utility provide a detailed quote that includes all costs to each residential, commercial or industrial 

customer seeking the construction of a new line extension. It prohibits a transmission and distribution utility from 

using average, per-unit costs based on the length of the line extension or the number of poles. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-253) 

This amendment replaces the bi11 with a resolve. The amendment directs the Public Utilities Commission to convene 

a stakeholder group to study the practices of investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities with respect to 

new utility line extension construction and how these practices affect private line extension contractors. The 

amendment requires the commission to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy no later than 

February 15, 2010 regarding the findings and recommendations of the stakeholder group. After receipt and review 

of the report, the committee is authorized to report out legislation to the Second Regular Session of the !24th 

Legislature, as necessary, to direct the Public Utilities Commission to amend its rules governing private line 

extensions. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve2009, chapter 69 tlirects the Public Utilities Coumiission to convene a stakeholdernroup to study the. 

practices of investor~ow1:1.ed .traUs.rnisf~()n :and distribu~,k)n' Utilities with.respect_ to .. new 11tilitY. li:ne .e.~ensi~n 
constru.ction ~JJ_d h?'Y ~7_~e_ .prac_ti.c,es_ aff~c?_.P_rivateJiri_~:e>tte~s_ion0 contra.~to~s; _The,_~e~~lve_ r~quires. t~e colllfiliSSioil 
to report totheJoint ~tandingCommittee on Utilities andEnergynolater thal) Februaiy 15,2010 regarding the 

findings and recomll)endationsofthe stakeholder group. After.receipt andreviewofthe repmt,the comm.ittee is•. . . 

. •uth9rizedto report out legislation to t~e Second Regular Session of th~. I 24th Legislature, as necessary, to direct the 

Pnblic Utilities Commission to amend its rules governing private line extensions. 
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LD994 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Milo Water District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SMITHD OlP 

This bill changes the territory of the Milo Water District to include the whole town of Milo. 

Enacted Law-Summary 

Private and Special Law2009, chapt;r 10 changes the territory of the Milo Water Disl!ict to include the whole towu 

of Milo. 

P&S 10 

LD 1012 Resolve, Directing the ConnectME Authority To Create the Broadband 

Strategy Council 

RESOLVE 108 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

DILL 

HOBBINS 

Committee Report 

OlP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-229 

The bill establishes the Maine Broadband Commission to advise the University of Maine System on the issue of the 

transition of the broadband spectrum from analog to digital and to lease or sell excess broadband capacity resulting 

from the conversion. The bill requires the cotnmission to negotiate and to enter into lease or sales agreements with 

service providers and ensure the leases an~ sales potentials and revenues are fully realized for the benefit of the 

educational system and the State and to work to the goal of broadband access for everyone in the State. 

This bill directs the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services to ascertain, in consultation with 

appropriate entities, the maximum funds available from the federal stimulus plan to carry out the Purposes of this 

bill. 

Committee Amendment 11 A 11 (H-229) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment directs the ConnectME Authority to establish the 

Broadband Strategy Council to advise the authotity on all matters pertaining to broadband opportunities available 

under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of2009, as well as advise the University of Maine System with 

respect to matters pertaining to the lease or sale of excess broadband capacity as a result of the conversion of the 

educational broadband spectrum from analog to digital. The amendment specifies that the Broadband Strategy 

Council consists of 11 members, including 2 members of the Senate and 3 members of the House of Representatives, 

and is staffed by the Connectl\1E Authority. It also adds an appropriations and allocations section. 

Enacted Law Summary 

------- -------------------
l{esolve 2009, chapt~r J 08. dfrects the ConnectME Authority to establish the Broadband Sll·ategy C.ouncil to advise 

the authority ()TI allmatterspertainillgto broadband opportunities av~ilable under the American Recove1y and 

Reinvesl!nentAct of 2009, as well as advise the University ofl\1aine Sy~tem with l<lspectto matters pertaining to the 

lease or siIJe of excess broa.dband capacity as a result of.the conversion of the educational broadb.and specl!ulll from 

a~alog to digital. T.h~ res9lve specifi~~ .that the Broadband Strategy Cou~cil consists of l1 m.elllbers, including 2 
member$ of the Senate and 3 m~mbers of the House of Representath,es, and is staffed by the Conne.ctME Authority. 
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Resolve 2009, chapter 108 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective June 9, 2009. 

LD 1030 An Act Establishing a Wind and Solar Energy Loan Guarantee 
Program 

Sponsor(s) 

BRYANTM 
BRYANTB 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill directs the Public Utilities Commission to implement the Domestic Wind and Solar Energy Loan Guarantee 

Program and the associated Domestic Wind and Solar Energy Fund, which is a revolving fund account. The program 
is established to guarantee loans originated and held privately for the purposes of acquiring wind and solar power 
generation equipment. The loan guarantee must be secured by the equipment purchased with the loan. Residential 

and small commercial projects may be granted a loan under the program and specific qualifications for the program 
must be established by the commission by rule. Under the bill, an applicant for a loan guarantee for solar equipment 
must submit a comprehensive energy audit and an applicant for a loan guarantee for wind equipment must submit 

reliability and capacity test results of wind power potential. 

LD 1044 Resolve, To Promote Cogeneration of Energy at Maine Sawmills 

Sponsor(s) 

FLETCHER 
SMITIID 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-302 

This bill allows a group of manufacturing facilities, including at least one sawmill, to petition the Public Utilities 
Commission to designate the area surrounding the facilities as a Pine Tree Energy Zone. Within a designated Pine 
Tree Energy Zone, the bill provides an exemption from the statutory requirements for the construction of 

transmission lines in the public way for a person who constructs a private transmission line to transmit electricity 
generated by a cogeneration facility located at a sawmill in the zone. The bill also directs the Public Utilities 
Commission to amend its rules governing net energy billing to allow sawinills located in Pine Tree Energy Zones to 

elect net energy billing for a cogeneration facility with an installed capacity of up to I 0 megawatts. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-302) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment directs the Executive Department, Governor's 
Office of Energy Independence and Security to convene a stakeholder group to examine and make recommendations 
regarding the concept of cogeneration energy zones, which are described as designated geographic areas including a 

sawmill with an on-site cogeneration facility. The amendment requires the Governor1s Office of Energy 
Independence and Security to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy no later than February 
15, 2010 regarding the findings and recommendations of the stakeholder group. After receipt and review of the 

report, the committee is authorized to report out legislation on the subject of cogeneration energy zones to the 
Second Regular Session of the !24th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve" 2009, ~hapter 81 directs the Executive Department, Governor's Office ofEnerg)' Independence and Security 

to. Con~ene .. ·a ~~.~kC.h:old_er ~?t_p_.tO 7Jraffiin~·an·d: .maK:e 1-e·co1nlnend3:tions reg~t·d:ing· tlie .conc~pt ... of cogenetation 
e.nergy zones, which are descr:.ibed as designitied geographic .areas incl.uding:.a sawmill wi~h .an .on-site .cogeneration 
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facility. The resolve requires the Governor's Office of Energy Tndependence and Security to report to the Joirif · 

Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy no later than Febrmny 15, 2010 regarding the findings and 

recommendations of the stakeholder group. ·After receipfand review of the repo1t, the coll1111it(eds authorized to 
report out legislation on the subject of cogeneration energy zones to the Second Regular Sessfon of the !24th 

Legislatme, 

LD 1052 An Act To Allow the Use of Net Metering for Energy Production by 
Consumers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

SIROIS ONTP 

This bill defines 11net rnetering11 as a service under which electricity produced by a customer is delivered to the 

customer1s transmission and distribution utility and the transmission and distribution utility offsets the value of that 

electricity from the electricity provided to the customer by the transmission and distribution utility. This bill 

requires a transmission and distribution utility to offer net meteting to a customer who produces alternative or 

renewable energy and to pay the customer the wholesale rate for electricity for any credit owed the customer 

annuaJly. 

LD 1056 An Act To Simplify the Assessment ofE-9-1-1 Surcharges on Prepaid 

Wireless Telecommunications Service 

Sponsor(s) 

FITTS 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

H-270 

This bill modifies the current method for collecting E-9-1-1 surcharges for prepaid wireless services to require 

retailers of prepaid wireless services to collect the E-9-1-1 surcharge from purchasers at the point of sale in a manner 

similar the collection of sales taxes on those services at the point of sale. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-270) 

This amendment is the majority report of the committee. Like the bill, the amendment modifies the current method 

for collecting E-9-1-1 surcharges to require retailers of prepaid wireless services to collect the E-9-1-1 surcharge 

from purchasers at the point of sale. The amendment makes the foJlowing changes to the biJI. 

I. It adds language to the provision of law governing the E-9-1-1 surcharge clarify the separate coJlection and 

remittance procedures for the statewide E-9-1-1 surcharge and the prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 surcharge. 

2. It changes the prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 surcharge amount from 15 cents per retail transaction, as proposed in the 

bill, to 30 cents per retail transaction. 

3. It amends the provision in the bill regarding disclosure of the prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 surcharge to address those 

instances when it is not practicable to state the surcharge separately on an invoice, receipt or similar document. 

4. It clarifies the provision in the bill regarding remittance of the prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 surcharge to ensure it is 

parallel to statutory requirements and rules governing sales tax remittance, particularly with respect to remittance on 

a basis other than monthly for certain sellers. 
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5. It clarifies that the State Tax Assessor rather than the Public Utilities Commission shall establish procedures for a 

seller to document that a sale is not a retail transaction for the purposes of the prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 surcharge. 

6. It limits the allowance for the State Tax Assessor to retain up to 2 percent of remitted prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 

surcharges to the first two years after the effective date of this law, and it provides $10,000 from the E-9-1-1 fund 

for the State Tax Assessor to establish procedures for administering the collection and remittance of the prepaid 

wireless E-9-1-1 surcharges. 

7. It eliminates the provision~ in the bill regarding absolute immunity for prepaid wireless telecommunications 

service providers and sellers. 

8. It amends the provision in the bill regarding the E-9-1-1 funding obligation imposed with respect to 

telecommunications services to apply to both the statewide E-9-1-1 surcharge and the prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 

surcharge. 

Committee Amendment "B" (H-271) 

This amendment is the minority report of the committee. The atnendment replaces the bill. The amendment makes 

certain changes to the law governing collection of the E-9-1-1 surcharge on prepaid wireless telecommunications 

service to clarify the detennination of whether a prepaid wireless customer has a nexus to the State and to clarify the 

calculation of an approximate number of customers t.hat is included in one of the methods for determining the 

surcharge amount that a prepaid wireless telecommunications service provider must remit to the State. 

The amendment also directs the Public Utilities Commission to make recommendations to the Joint Standing 

Committee on Utilities and Energy by January 15, 2010 regarding the best method of protecting the integrity of the 

E-9-1-1 fund and ensuring access to federal grant funds related to the E-9-1-1 system, and it authorizes the 

corn1nittee to report out legislation on this subject to the Second Regular Session of the 124th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter46fmodifi~s the method. for c~iiecting E:9-l-l surcharges forptepai(j wireless services t~ 
require retail seller~ ofwep"c~d;wireless services .to collect theE-9.c 1-1. su;charge fromp]Jrchasers at the point. of sale. 
;rhe law establishes.the prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 surcharge amount as 3.0 cents per retail transaction, which is 

frihsi~te.ni\Vith'tii,_e.;s~rch~·ge·o_r 3.o· c.ents P_er -rn;~iith pe_r line,.or number for otlier:_i~I~c.olluntlfilcatiO~s _.~~rvi9~S~. ~tid 
;equires that. the surcharge be separately stated on an invoice, receipt or sil)lilar d.ocmnent provided .to the purchaser 

\.\'hen practicable. 'I'hislawadd~ lan%uage.to the staiute govemirigthe E'9-1, I sm:chargeclarify the sepilfale 

~Uec\ion and remittance prodedures for the statewide EJl -.1 surcharge an.d the prepaid wireless E-9-1-1 surcharge. 

Thislaw requires thatprepaid :wireless E-9.-.l-lsur~harges be remittedto the Treasm:er ?f the State consistent '""ith 

llieremittance ofsales taxes. Halfows th.e State Tax As.sessor toretain upto2 pem,ntofremitted prepaid wirel~ss 

):l-9-1-1 surcharges .tothe first \"Iva years after the effective date of the la"'' and it provides $1 o,ooo from the E-Q+ 1 

fund for the St.ate Tax Assessor to establish procedures for admillistering the collection and.remittance of the prepaid 
wi11:less E'Q-1:1 surcharges. · · · 

,-): ... --'j-~' ' •',', 

Publi~L~~2009, chapter 4Cld takes effect Ja11runy 1, 2010 .. 

LD 1061 Resolve, Regarding Maine's Renewable Resource Portfolio 

Requirements 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

BLISS OTP-AM 
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This bill requires that a competitive electricity provider of a new renewable capacity resource in the portfolio of 

supply sources for retail electricity sales in the State must supply all of the electricity from its renewable resource 

generation facility to the New England Power Pool or the northern Mai:ne independent system for a minimum period 

of one year. Under the bill, a competitive electricity provider that imports its electricity from a generating facility 

located outside of the New England Power Pool or the northern Maine independent system may not subject the 

delivery of electricity to economic withholding or curtailment except for a transmission line outage or when the 

interpool tie lines are operating at full transfer capacity. A competitive electricity provider that fails to comply with 

the provisions of this bill may not be considered eligible as a new renewable capacity resource for 12 months. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-124) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment directs the Public Utilities Commission to review 

and make recommendations for improvements to the portfolio requirements for new renewable capacity resources 

that must be met by competitive electricity providers in this State. The amendment specifically requires the 

commission to examine the costs and benefits of imposing additional requirements on owners and operators of new 

renewable capacity resources used to satisfy the new renewable portfolio requirements, which was proposed in the 

bill, and to develop recom1nendations to strengthen incentives for the development of new renewable resources 

within the State. 

The amendment requires the commission to submit a report of its findings and recommendations for the portfolio 

requirements for new renewable capacity resources to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by 

January 15, 2010, and it authorizes the committee to submit legislation concerning this subject to the Second 

Regular Session of the 124th Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resol~e z()o9, chapter 51 di~cls the Public Utlliti~; Comllli~;ion to re\'i~w ~nd mak~ recommendations for 

imprOvenlents tO--_tlie portfol_~o re_quire1Ilents __ f()r:~ew r~newable capacity resources ~hat_ must.be met"by co.µipet_itive_ 

electricil)' providers in;his State. The resolv~ specificallyrequires the cmmnissjon to examine the costs and benefits 

pf imposing additional -requirements on.owners and operators of n~w renewable capaci1yresources used to satisfy 

the-:n_ew ren_e~abl_~ ~_ortf()1io req:ui~ments aiid t?_-_d_evblOp __ reCp1nm_~itdati~ns_'_io .strengihen_ inceiit_iVes-foi-tlie 
development of new renewable resources within the State, . . 

Theresolverequifes th~ comniissfonto sulnnit a rep~rfof it~fmdfugsand recommendations f9r the portfolio 

req~ii;ements for new renf_wable capacil)' reso~ce.s to the Joint Standing Committ~e on Utilities and Energy by 
Jan11ary 15,2010;_and it authorizes the comrujttee to.submit iegislationconcerningthis subjecttothe Second 

RegularSessio11 of the 124thLegislature. 

LD 1075 An Act To Establish the Community-based Renewable Energy Pilot 

Program 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

MACDONALD OTP-AM H-463 

This bi11 includes a number of provisions designed to encourage the development of community-based energy 

facilities and to achieve a goal of having 5 percent of electricity consumed by retail customers produced by 

community-based energy facilities by 2017. 

1. It requires the State to give preference to community-based energy facilities in purchasing electricity for 

state-owned buildings and facilities. 
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2. It increases the value of renewable energy credits for electricity generated by community-based energy facilities 

to 150 percent of the amount of the electricity. 

3. It requires standard-offer service providers to purchase a minimum amount of electricity fi·o1n community-based 

energy facilities. 

4. It requires the Executive Department, State Planning Office to develop a model legal organizational structure for 

community-based energy facilities. 

5. It requires the Public Utilities Commission and the Executive Department, Governor1s Office of Energy 

Independence and Security to develop and administer a system to track the development of community-based energy 

facilities. 

6. It requires those state agencies that have energy-related responsibilities to develop a plan to consolidate and 

integrate state-level energy policy and program functions and responsibilities within a single state entity. 

7. It authorizes funding from the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust Fund to be used for the development of 

co1nmunity-based energy facilities. 

Committee Amendment ''A" (H-463) 

This amendment replaces the bill. Like the bill, the amendment is designed to encourage the development of 

community-based renewable energy in the State. 

Part A establishes the community-based renewable energy pilot program, administered by the Public Utilities 

Commission, to encourage the sustainable development of community-based renewable energy in the State. The 

program has a sunset date of December 31, 2015. Participation in the program is limited to 50 megawatts of 

generating capacity across all projects and each individual project is limited to 10 megawatts of generating capacity." 

To participate in the program, a community-based renewable energy project must have demonstrated support in the 

form of a local resolution of support. 

A community-based renewable energy project that participates in the program may elect one of two program 

incentives: a long-term contract for energy generated by the project or a 150 percent multiplier on the value of 

renewable energy credits for electricity generated by the project, which must be accounted for when renewable 

energy credits are used to satisfy the State1s renewable resource portfolio requirements. For the long-term contract 

option, the amendment establishes a maximum contract tenn of 20 years, establishes a cap of 10 cents per 

kilowatt-hour on the average price per kilowatt-hour within each contract year .and requires the commission to 

ensure that mechanisms are established to protect electricity ratepayers over the contract tenn. The amendment 

authorizes the commission to direct investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities to enter into long-term 

contracts with program participants and authorizes consumer-owned transmission and distribution utilities, at their 

own option, to enter such contracts. 

The amendment requires the commission to report biennially to the joint standing committee of the Legislature 

having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters regarding the implementation and effectiveness of the 

community-based renewable energy pilot program and the overall development of community-based renewable 

energy projects in the State. In the first biennial report, the commission is required to include recommendations for 

policy options to encourage the development of community-based renewable energy projects in economically 

disadvantaged areas of the State. The amendment requires the commission to submit an interim progress report no 

later than February 15, 2010 regarding the development and implementation of the program. 

Part A also authorizes, but does not require, the State to give preference to electricity generated by community-based 

renewable energy projects when purchasing electricity for the State and authorizes, but does not require, the 
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commission to incorporate energy generated by community-based renewable energy projects into the supply of 

standard-offer service. 

Part B requires the commission to arrange for a green power offer that is composed of electricity or renewable 

energy credits for electricity generated from renewable resources, including electricity generated by 
community-based renewable energy projects. It requires the commission to administer a competitive bid process to 

select a green power offer provider or providers. The a1nendment requires the commission to arrange the green 

power offer for the service territory of an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility and enables a 

consu1ner-owned transmission and distribution utility to elect to have the commission aiTange a green power offer if 

the commission arranges standard-offer setvice for that utility, The amendment requires the commission to infonn 

consumer~ about the opportunity to purchase the green power offer and adds language to current law to allow for 

information regarding the green power offer to be presented through inserts in custo1ner bills under the process that 

currently exists for other green power supply products. The amendment provides a sunset date of December 31, 

2015 for the green power offer and for the existing law regarding bill inserts to inform consumers about green power 

supply products, which is currently repealed July !, 2010. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 329 is desigued to encourage the development of c:'ommunity-based renewable energy in . 
,. - - - - - - -- - - - - -- - ' -

the State. 

Part !}. esthblishes the c6mmunity-based renewableenergypilol]>rogram; a<Jministered by _the. PubHc_1:Jtilities 

C~~ission, to encourage the sustainable development of colllll1~ty~based r~newa~le energy in the Smte. The 

pro1'J'a;i:ihas a SUl}Set date pfD~ce~ber 31, 2015, Participation in the program is limited to 50 megawatts of •.·.·<· 
generating capacity across all projects and each individual projectislirp.ited to 10 m~gawatts of g~nerating capapity; 

::J'o pmticipat9 in the program, a community-based re_newable energy project m11st have demonstraied support inthe 

form o.f jl local_ resolution of support. . 

A comm~ity-basedr~newable energy project that participates in the pr0gra;':' may~lectone.of2 progr~rn 
inc~ntives: a loug-tenn .contract for energy generated by the proje°'t or ~· 150_ percent multiplier on .the value of 
renewable energy credits for electricity generated by the project, which must be accounted for when renewable 

energy::~-~~--dit_~ __ are:u_S_e_d tO:satiSfy-th~, state1s rene~abie reSo_u~c;~:Po,~oiiO.r~_qu~~me~is;:-F~r 1lle long-term_ contract 
option;the law es(l!lilishes a maximum contracttenn of 20years; establishes a cap of 1.0 cents. per kilowatt-hour on 

the av_e_rage :P,fic_e:::ver :kiloWatt:.houi' Withi_n :each contract year- _ari_d_:_requ_iT_eS -the_ ~oil1lllis.siori- to ensur_e that __ 
mechafil,sllls ~ established to protect electricity ratepayers over the contract '.e!lll, This Iai; a11thorizes the 

C?Jllmi_~~iqn, t_9_-dire9t investo~"."-°-_wned tran_smission and __ d_i~_trib~t_i9n-~_ti_litie~_-~O,_enter into_ 10 .. ng-term -~O_l).tra~ts-with_ 
prci_~aF-_parti~ipants and atiilio_dze_s.consumer-owned_trilnspiission·alld dis~bution_uti_Ilties, at their own opt_i_µn, tO 
enter such colltracts-.- .. -- , 

. . 
. -

Thelawreq~ires the comrp.ission~TeportbieDllially to the joint standing cornmiiteeofthe Legislature ha~ing 
jurisdicJion over utiHties andem,rgy lllatters regarding the implementation and effectiveness of the wm~unity-based 
renewable energy pilot program and the overall. development of.community-based renewable energy projects infue .· 

State~_:-.iri0 th:e_-firS!~:bierin,iru _~~Pi~;-th6 COmtniSSiollis required to 1nciude.,!e_c_~in~enda_ti0~~--fo!-:policy-o:ptions_ ~o ___ --:' 
encou:"&e the devefopment of c.omrp.unity-based rene'Yable energy_projects in economically disadv'."'taged areas of 

the State .. Th.e l~w require.sthe corp.Illission t? submit al) interim progress report nolater than February 15, 2010 
tegarding the development and implementati9n of the program. . . 

PartNilsoauthorizes~ butdo~s nofrequir;,theSfate togive preference io~lec~icityg~nerated byco1Il111unity-based 

renewable ~nergyproj7~ts when purchasing i>lectricity·fortheState andauthorizes,butdoes not requfre; _the · .• 
commission.to incorporate energy generated by colllll1unity-based renewable energy projects into the.supply of . 

standard.:ooff6r·serVice; 
.. ~,- .. :-~----__ '._<:.<.<:'_-_ "_:,-___ _ ___ ·>~'- .. -_,.. : _, :·-_ - - _- - --

Parts· requfres the colllmissi6n tci arrange for a green powe1·offer that is comp0sed of electricity or renewable 
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energy_credits f0r __ electricity .generate4 fronl reneWable reSollrces, including electricity-generated by 
·co1nmunity:.based r~newab1e energy _ptojects~ It_ requires the Commission t~ adm~niSter a competitive bid process to 
seleCt a_ green power- offer_ provider or providers. The law also requires the comihission to a1Tange the green power 
Offer for the service territory of an irivestoi~owned transmission and ~istr,_ibU:tiOn :utility.-arid ell.ables a 
consumer-owned transmissio~ _3:1-d ·distributiOn utility to el~_ct to have t_he_ cotnpxission arrange_ a green pOwer 6ffer if_ 
the commis_sion arranges _sta~dardwoffer service for that_ utility.· it requ,ires the Commission to ihfotm consumers about 
the opportunity to purchase the green power offer and adds langu,age to curreilflaw to allow for informatiou 

regarding the green power offer to be presented through inserts in customer bills under the process that currently 

exists for other green power supply productsc The law provides a sunset date of December 31, 2015 for the green 

power offer and for the existing law regarding bill inserts to inform consumers about green power supply products, 

which is currently repealed July 1, 20.10. 

LD 1095 An Act To Provide Affordable Installation of Alternative Energy 

Systems 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BECK 

HOBBINS 

ONTP 

Under current law governing the solar and wind energy rebate program, an owner or tenant of residential or 

commercial property may receive a rebate for a qualified solar energy system that is installed on the property. This 

bill amends the law to provide that the installer of a qualified solar energy system or the owner or tenant of the 

property on which the qualified solar energy system is installed may receive the rebate. If the installer receives the 

rebate, the installer is required to pass through 100 percent of the rebate to the property owner or tenant. 

LD 1114 An Act To Facilitate the Marketing of Power Produced by Small 

Generators 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

VANWIE OTP-AM H-226 

This bill allows a transmission and distribution utility to aggregate electric power from multiple small generators and 

administer on behalf of those generators the purchase and sale of electricity to a competitive electricity provider. 

The parties to any resulting sale must be the generators and the competitive electricity provider. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-226) 

This amendment replaces the bill and makes the following changes. 

1. It clarifies the specific types of small generators whose power may be aggregated for sale to a competitive 

electricity provider by defining "eligible small generator11 as a generator that has a generating capacity of up to 5 

megawatts and generates electricity using a renewable resource or an efficient co1nbined heat and power system. 

2. It providf:s for sale of aggregated output from eligible small generators to the standard-offer service provider in 

the event that a transmission and distribution utility is unable to sell the aggregated output to a co1npetitive 

electricity provider. 

3. It permits, rather than requires as in the bill, the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules to implement the sale 
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of aggregated output of eligible small generators to competitive electricity providers, including rules to allow a 

transmission and distribution utility to collect an administrative fee from participating eligible small generators to 

cover reasonable costs incurred by the transmission and distribution utility. It classifies the rules as routine technical 

rather than major substantive as in the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La~ 2009, chapter 197 allows a transltlission.auddistrilmtion utility to aggregat~ ~leci~ic po we; from eligible 
small generators and administer on behalf of those generators the purchase. and sale of electricity to a competitive 
electricity provider. The law defines an "eligible small generator" as a generator that has a generating capacity. of up 
to 5 niegil.wattS arid .generates electricity u.siitg-a renewable resource or an efficient combined heat and-pow'.er ~Ystem. 
Thela\V provides for sale of aggregated output from eligible small generators to the standard-offer se1vice provider 
in the event that a transmission and distribution utility is unableto sell the aggregated output to a competitive 
electricity provider. The law authorizes the Publi.c Utilities Commission to adopt routine technical rules to 
implen:ient the sale ofaggregated output of eligible small generators to c:ompetitive eleciricity providers, including 
rules to alloF a transmission and distribution utility to collect a~ administrative fee from participating eligible small 
generators to cover reasonable costs incuO"ed by .the transmission and distribution utility. 

LD 1152 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Certain Reports and Reviews 

Related to Utilities and Energy and Certain Positions at the Public 

Utilities Commission 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HINCK OTP 

This bill makes several changes to the laws governing Public Utilities Commission reports and reviews and the titles 

of positions at the commission. 

1. This bill synchronizes the State Government Evaluation Act review reporting requirements for the Public Utilities 

Commission and the Emergency Services Communication Bureau within the commission. The commission review 

and the Emergency Services Communication Bureau review, under current law, are due in different years. 

2. The bill incorporates the annual report on the gas conservation programs, natural gas rate-making mechanisms, 

electric restructuring, electric incentive ratemaking and low-income assistance programs and oxygen pump and 

ventilator benefits into the annual report of the commission. Under current law these annual reports have separate 

statutory reporting deadlines. 

3. The bill clarifies that the Emergency Services Communication Bureau and public interest payphone annual 

reports, which under current law have the same statutory due date as the commission1s annual report, are submitted 

as part of the conunission's annual report as opposed to being submitted separately. 

4. The bill eliminates the requirement that the commission report every four years to the joint standing committee of 

the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters on the appropriateness of the maximum fee for 

blocking or unblocking access to audiotext services and any recommendations for changing the fee. 

5. Finally, the bill makes changes to the description of certain existing positions at the commission. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PUBLIC 122 

Public Law 2009, chapter 122 makes se;eral chID;ge;to-lheia~sgovemlng Public Utilitie~ Commlsslon~.iports-and- ~ ----­

rev~ews ·~~ _tl_ie _titles of p~SitiOns at the commission. __ 
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L It synchronizes the State Government Evaluation Act review repmting requirements for the Public Utilities 
Cominission and the Emergency Services Communication Bureau within the coinmission. The commission review 
and the Emergency Sei'vices--CoriununiCation Bureau review, under cun·ent law, are due in different years. 

2. ·Jt incorporates the annual report_on the· gas ~onse1vation programs, natural gas rate~making n1echanis1ns,.electric 
restructuririg, el_ectriC 'inc __ enti-Ve ratemaking-and low-income assi_stance programs and oxygen pump and veritilator 
ben_efits into the jlllnual l'eport ofthe commission. Under current law these annual reports have separate statutory 
reporting deadlines. 

3, It clarifies that the Emergency Services Communication Bw·eau and public interest payphone annual rep01ts, 
;whiCh 11nder:current1aw have the same statutory' due dcite as the commission's annual report. are submitted as part of 
the commission's annual report as opposed to being submitted separately. 

4. ·It eliminates the requirement that the commission report every four years to the joint standing committee of the 
].;egislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters on the appropriateness of the maximum fee for 
plocking or unbloclgng access to audiotext services and any recommendations for changing the fee. 

5. ·Finally, this law makes changes to the description of certain existing positions at the commission. 

LD 1155 An Act To Make Certain Changes to the Laws Governing Approval for 

Transmission Lines 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP 

Public Law 2007, chapter 575 lowered the threshold for requiring a certificate of public convenience and necessity 
for a transmission line from 100 kilovolts to 69 kilovolts. This bill removes certain language rendered unnecessary 
by the change in the threshold. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law.2009,c thapter 123 removes certain language rendered unnecessary by the. change in the threshold for 
requiring a ce1tificate of public convenience and necessi1y for a transmission line from 100 kilovolts to 69 kilovolts 
that was contained in Public.Law 2007, chapter 575. 

LD 1176 An Act To Revise the Charter of the Portland Water District 

Sponsor(s) 

HASKELL 
BARTLETT 

Committee Report 

OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

This bill revises several aspects of the charter of the Portland Water District. The bill makes a series of fairly 
technical changes related to bonding and financing. It amends the charter to change the election date for the trustees 
serving Windham and Raymond, so that trustee is elected at general elections in November. It also changes the 
meeting at which the trustees determine and declare successful candidates from the annual meeting to the first 
regular business meeting after the election. It adds a provision to the charter to authorize the district to enter into 
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contracts with municipalities outside the district, govem1nental entities or water or sewer utilities to provide 

administrative services such as billing, accounting and other administrative services related to water and sewer 

operations. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter 18 revises several aspects of the charter of the Portland Water District. It 
makes a series. of fairly tecl)Iiical changes related to bonding anc\ financing .. It amends the charter to change the 

election date for the trustees serVingWindham and Raymond, so that trustee is elected at general elections in 

November. It also changes the meeting at which the trustees detennine and declare successful candidates from the 

annual meeting .to the first regular business.meeting after the election. It adds a provision to the .charter to authorize .. 

the-distt?ct to_-:enter int~- ~c;nitracts With_ municipalities outside the diStrict, goyemmetita1. elltitieS or Water or __ sewer 
utilities to,. provide administrative services such as billiilg, accollnting and_ oth_~r administrative services related to 
water and sewer operatioils; 

LD 1222 An Act To Promote Geothermal Energy in the State 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

DIAMOND 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to create a tax incentive program for 

geothe1mal energy, _similar to the federal Energy Improvement and Extension Act of2008 and the state solar and 

wind energy rebate program, to address the needs of residents who live in areas where solar or wind power are not 

viable options. Under proposed incentive program, homeowners who install geothermal heating and cooling systems 

would be eligible for a one-thne tax credit of a percentage of the total investment for residential ground loop or 

ground water geothermal heat pump installations, with a maximum credit for a single residence. 

LD 1222 was caITied over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to Joint Order H.P. 
1053. 

Carried Over 

LD 1317 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Addison Point Water District P & S21 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 

TILTON 

RAYE 

Committee Report 

01P-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-296 

This bill amends the charter of the Addison Point Water District. It allows the district to have an annual meeting at 

the discretion of the trustees and requires that the trustees are elected at the annual meeting or at a special meeting if 

a vacancy occurs before the term of a trustee expires. It gives the trustees the authority to elect a treasurer and set 

the compensation for the treasurer. It requires the district to set rates in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, 

Title 35-A, chapter 61, and it authorizes the district to issue bonds and other indebtedness in accordance with Title 

35-A, chapter 9 and section 6413. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-296) 

This amend1nent clarifies the provision in the bill regarding the election of trustees of the Addison Point Water 

District and the transition of those trustees in office on the effective date of this Act. The amendment makes a 
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technical change to the provision of the bill regarding borrowing and issuance of bonds by substituting the language 
in the bill with a cross-reference to identical language contained in the Standard Water District Enabling Act. 

The amendment also adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter 21.amends the charter of the Addison Point Water District. It all~ws the 

district tohave an annual meeting at the discretion of the trustees and requires that the trustees are elected at.the 
fil1Illia1 meeting or a_t a _special meeting i( a VacanCy_occurs b'efore the term of a trustee_ e_xp'ires. It givesthetrustees 
the" authority_ to ele_ct a treasurer _and set the compensation _for the treasurer. It ~equire~_the district to _set rates in 
accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35'A, chapter 61, and it authorizes the district to issue bonds and 

other indebtedness in accordance with Title 35-A, chapter 9 and section 6413. 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter21 was enacted as an emergency measure effective June. 2, 2009. 

LD 1318 An Act To Create the Hancock Pond Water District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CURTIS OTP-AM H-303 

This bill creates the Hancock Pond Water District as a standard water district consisting of the inhabitants and 

territory of the Towns of Madison and Anson. The Hancock Pond Water District is created by combining the 
Madison Water District and the Anson Water District. The establishment of the Hancock Pond Water District is 
subject to approval at a referendum held within two years of the effective date of this Act. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-303) 

P & S20 
EMERGENCY 

This amendment removes the provision in the bill that authorizes the Hancock Pond Water District to provide 
sewerage services. It also makes technical changes to clarify language and to correct cross-references to the Standard 

Water District Enabling Act in the section of the bill regarding the powers of the district to take water, construct and 
maintain necessary infrastructure and to supply water and in the section of the bill regarding the board of trustees, 
including the no1nination and election of trustees, the first board, terms of office and eligibility requirements. 

Enacted Law Summary 
- -- ~ 

Private and SpecialLaw 2009, chapter 2.0 creat;s the H~nco~k~ond Wat~r District as a standardwaterdistrict 
consisting of the inhabitants and territory of the fowns of Madi~on and An.son. The Hancock Pond Water District is 

Heated b~ combining the Madis<mWater I>istrict and theAnsm1Water District. Th~ establisl.unent of the Hancock 
Pond Water Districtis subjectto approval at a referendum held within two"years of.the effective date of this Act. 

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter20 was enactedas. an emergency measure effective June 2, 2009, for the 

purpose_ of pennitting _i'ts ~-y,?~i~sio~ _t~--1!1:~_-:_~o:ters of !Ii:~ ~is~ict i_n a referendum. -
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An Act To Ensnre Continued Access to Emergency Information in the 

State by Allowing Governments To Build Federally Licensed Television 

Translators 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP 

This bill permits municipalities and counties to receive federal funds for the construction and operation of broadcast 

television translator stations. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pnl>iicLaw2oo9, ch~pter 117 permits muni~ipalitie; ll£l<lc~unti~; \n r~~~i~~fede~I rITTi:d~ fo~ the c~nsfu;cti~n ll£l<l 

ppei'ati01t bf~road~_~st 'tetevis'io1i'iranslator stations. 

PUBLIC 117 

LD 1348 Resolve, To Provide Grants to Public Educational and Municipal 

Entities for Feasibility Studies of Renewable Energy Projects 

RESOLVE65 

EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

ADAMS OTP-AM H-227 

This bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to establish and administer a program to provide grants to public 

educational and municipal entities to conduct feasibility studies for the installation and operation of renewable 

energy projects on public property. The bill authorizes the commission to apply for funding from the Energy and 

Carbon Savings Trust Fund to fund the grant program. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-227) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The resolve directs the Pub1ic Utilities Commission to utilize 

federal stimulus funds made available under the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to 

provide grants to public educational and municipal entities to conduct feasibility studies for the installation and 

operation of cost-effective renewable energy projects on public property. The arnend1nent directs the commission to 

give priority to applicants that commit to fund 10% of the cost of the feasibility study either in a financial 

commitment or the equivalent value of volunteer or in-kind contributions. The amend1nent authorizes the 

commission to adopt rules as necessary to administer the grants and directs the Public Utilities Commission to 

submit an interim report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and 

energy matters by April I, 2010 and a final report no later than December 31, 2011 regarding the grants provided. 

Enacted Law Summary 
----------------------- ----------------------- ---------------

Resolve 2009;chapter 65. ~ire~ts th~Public Utilities Commission toutilize federalstimulus funds mad" available 

under.the federal American Recovery andReinye~tment Act of2009top~·ovide grants to pu!Jlic educati?naland 

municipal en,titiesto conductfeasibility stµdies for the installatio.nand pperation ofcost-effectiv" renewable energy .. 

projects on public property. It directs the commission to give priority t? applicants that comnJ.it to fund lOo/o of tbe . 

cost .of the feasibility sl!ldy either in a finan.cial .commitmentor tbe equivalentvalueof vol.unteer or in-kiI!d 

contributions, .It authorizes the commission to adoptrules as necessary to administer the grants and directs the 

Public Utilities Commiss.ion to submit an interim report to the joint standing committee of the Legislal!lre having 
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jurisdictio!l over utilitl~s and en~rgy!liatter; by Aprll I, 20 IO and afll1al report no late(tban December 31, 20 II 

regarding the grants provided, 

Resolve 2009, chapter 65 was finally passed_ as an emer_gency measure effective May22, 2009. 

LD 1349 An Act To Streamline Ratemaking for Consumer-owned Water Utilities 

Sponsor(s) 

BLANCHARD 

SHERMAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-320 

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to give a consumer-owned water utility the 

authority to decrease its rates or to increase its rates between 3 percent and 5 percent without the changes being 

subject to investigation and suspension by the Public Utilities Commission before the changes go into effect. The 

bill proposes to limit such increases or decreases in rates to a total of 10 percent during a 5-year period. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-320) 

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment allows a consumer-owned water utility that has negative net 

income in two consecutive fiscal years to file for a limited rate increase under a streamlined process. The rate 

increase that a consumer-owned water utility may propose is limited to 2, 3.5 or 5 percent of current rates depending 

on the size of the utility as measured by annual revenues, and the cumulative total of rate increases over 5 years is 

limited to 10 percent. Under the streamlined process, a consumer-owned water utility is required to hold a public 

meeting regarding the proposed rate increase and provide a public comment period at that meeting. After the public 

meeting, the governing body of the consumer-owned water utility is required to hold a meeting to deliberate and vote 

on the proposed rate increase. The consumer-owned water utility is required to record and file with the Public 

Utilities Commission minutes of the public meeting and the meeting of the governing body, which must include a 

record of the public comment, the vote of the governing body and responses of the governing body to the public 

comment received. The amendment requires the utility to file its changed rates with the commission within 30 days 

of the vote of the governing body and not sooner than 10 days following the vote. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public l,.aw.2009, chapt~r 237 allo:-vs a consumer-owned.water utili1y that has negative net income in 2 con!iecutive 

fisca1-:Y,ears,-to _-file fo_r a·_lim_ite_d_ ~~tein~rease under a: stre_filnlined_:process. _ TI~e rate incre~7:that a_ cqllSumer-owned 
w.ater utili1y may propose is limited to 2, 3.5 or 5 .percent of current rates depending on .the size of the utili1y as · 

me_as~a:-b;y~-a~niial reYe11ueS_-;-a~_d~ the dutiu1Iati_ve iotal -Of rate tncre~es _ove~ 5-:Yeafs-iSti~tb-d_ to 1_0 _percent_JJnder 

thestreamlin,dprocess, a consurner,owned water utili1y is required to h.olda public meeting regarding the proposed 

rate increase and provide a public comment period at that meeting. After the. public meeting, the governing body of 

the co11suJllei-ow,Iled_ -w~tet:uiiHiy_iS ~eqU,ired t?'.h91d a __ me:etillg to-delib_erate-arid Vote_ o:"- th_e_proposed rat~--in~reas~. 
The.consumer-m¥!1ed w~ter utili1y is requiredtorecord and :file with the.Public UtiHties Co1nmission minutes of the 

public meeting and the meetini;ofthe g9vernin~ body, which must include arec9rdofthe public comment, the vote. 

ophe gove'"lling body and responses of the governing body to the public comment received; This law requires the 

utili1y to :fil.e its changed rates with the commissio)l within 30 days of the vote of the goyerning body .and not sooner 

than 10 day~ following the vote. 
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LD 1350 An Act To Establish the Maine Transmission Mitigation Trust Fund 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 

JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill iinposes a state excise tax per megawatt hour of electricity transmitted over certain high-voltage electric 
transmission property. The bill also creates the Maine Transmission Mitigation Trust and the Maine Transmission 
Mitigation Trust Fund. The revenue from the imposition of the state excise tax on certain high-voltage electric 

transmission property is deposited in the trust fund, which is managed by the trust. The trustees of the trust are 
required to distribute 20% of the trust fund, up to $10,000,000, annually to municipalities that have submitted 
winning bids to the trust for projects to install underground utility infrastructure. The remainder of the trust fund 

must be paid to electricity customers in proportion to each customer1s purchases of electricity transmitted over the 
State's transmission and distribution utilities transmission lines. 

LD 1350 was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to Joint Order H.P. 

1053. 

LD 1369 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Clinton Water District 

Sponsor(s) 

FITTS 
MARRA CHE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-338 

This bill amends the charter of the Clinton Water District. It amends the territorial limits of the district. It changes 
trustees from being appointed to being elected, amends the salaries of the trustees and the treasurer and amends date 
of the annual meeting of the district. 

Committee Amendment "A" (HM338) 

This amendment changes the provision of the bill regarding the trustees of the Clinton Water District. The 
amendment clarifies the language regarding trustee compensation by establishing the level of trustee compensation 
at $700 each per year beginning October I, 2009. The amendment replaces the language in the bill regarding 

nominations and elections of trustees with a crossMreference to the con·esponding language in the Standard Water 
District Enabling Act and incorporates by reference a provision for filling vacancies on the board which was omitted 
from the bill. The amendment provides language regarding the transition from appointed to elected trustees. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private "1)c! Special Law 2009, chapte~ 22 amend; the-cha.rter of !he Clinton Water District. It wends the territorial 
limits of the district It changes trustees from being appointed to being elected, amends the salaries of the trustees 

and the treasurer and ~Ill.ends date of the annual. meet,ing of the district. It establi~es the !eve.I of trust'e 
compensation at$700 each per year beginning October I, 2009. This Jaw also provides for the transition from 
appointed to elected trustees.· 
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LD 1430 An Act To Ensure Electric Capacity To Serve Maine Consumers 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

BOWMAN 

This bill amends the laws governing electric utilities to define 11 capacity resource 11 to include distributed generation 

resource. It specifies that determinations relating to capability responsibility, which is defined in the bill as the 

amount of electric generation capacity required to meet the needs of electricity users within the State, must be made 

by the State. It establishes a goal of supporting the integrated use of demand response programs and distributed 

generation resources in order to fulfill the State1s capability responsibility. Finally, it amends the law to require, 

rather than pennit, the Public Utilities Commission to enter into contracts for interruptible, demand response or 

energy efficiency capacity resources. 

LD 1430 was carried over to any special or regular session of the !24th Legislature pursuant to Joint Order H.P. 

1053. 

LD 1450 An Act To Establish the Renewable Energy Resources Program 

Sponsor(s) 

ADAMS 

BARTLETT 

Committee Repmt Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This bill creates Title 35-A, Chapter 36, Renewable Energy Resources. The bill requires Public Utilities 

Commission to establish by rule a renewable energy resources program to encourage the rapid and sustainable 

development of renewable energy resources and technology for environmentally hea1thy generation of electricity. 

The bill defines an eligible electric generator under the program as a generator that contributes no net carbon 

addition to the atmosphere, generates electricity from certain specified renewable resources, has a maximum 

generating capacity of20 megawatts and is majority owned by person owning less than 20 megawatts of generating 

capacity in the state. 

The bill requires the commission to create a standard contract for the purchase of electricity from an eligible electric 

generator by a grid operator. Under the bill, upon request of an eligible electric generator, a grid operator must enter 

power purchase agreement using the standard contract to purchase all electricity from that generator for at least 20 

years. The bill requires the commission to set the rates paid to eligible electric generators for electricity under the 

standard contract and establishes additive incentive premiums to be paid in addition to the established rates. It 

requires the commission to establish a surcharge that must be imposed on all electricity customers sufficient to pay 

the costs of electricity purchased from eligible electric generators and interconnection costs. 

The bill requires the commission to review rates paid under the program every two years and make adjustments as 

necessary and to repott on the program to the Governor and the Legislature by January 1, 2010, January 1, 2011, and 

every four years thereafter. 
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An Act To Facilitate Testing and Demonstration of Renewable Ocean 
Energy Technology 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

HOBBINS OTP-AM S-249 

PUBLIC270 
EMERGENCY 

This bill contains several provisions to facilitate research and development and demonstration of renewable ocean 

energy technologies. 

Part A streamlines state permitting of offshore wind energy demonstration projects by creating a general permit 

administered by the Department ofEnviron1nental Protection for qualified projects located in specific identified 

offshore areas. 

Part B streamlines the process for issuance of a state submerged lands lease for an offshore wind energy 

demonstration project granted a general pennit in accordance with Part A of the bill or a tidal energy demonstration 

project granted a general permit under Part D of the bill. 

Part C calls for a public process to identify up to 5 specific offshore areas in which an offshore wind energy 

demonstration project may be granted a general permit as provided in Part A of the bill based on consideration of 

potential effects on natural resources and existing uses, community support and other factors. Part C further 

provides for designation of one of these areas as the Maine Offshore Wind Energy Research Center to facilitate 

offshore wind energy-related research and development conducted by or in cooperation with the University of Maine 

System. 

Part D streamlines state permitting of tidal energy demonstration projects by creating a general permit administered 

by the Department of Environmental Protection for projects eligible for a pilot project license from the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-249) 

The amendment makes the following changes to the bill: 

1. It clarifies the language in the bill regarding the specification of an exclusion zone around an offshore wind 

energy demonstration project. 

2. It adds the lobster management policy council for the lobster management zone in which an offshore wind energy 

project is proposed to the list of required entities with whom an applicant for a general permit for an offshore wind 

energy demonstration project must consult in the development of plans required as part of the general permit 

application; 

3. It adds a provision to allow the University of Maine System to hold more than one general permit for an offshore 

wind energy project in the Maine Offshore Wind Energy Research Center as long as the projects employ differing 

wind energy technologies; 

4. It clarifies the provisions in the bill regarding the application review period, the term of a general permit, permit 

extensions and the termination of offshore wind energy developments and adds language to provide an initial 5-year 

project period for projects in the Maine Offshore Wind Energy Research Center, as compared with the initial 3-year 

project period for projects located elsewhere; 
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5. It adds language to limit the number of ocean energy generating units in the Maine Offshore Wind Energy 

Research Center to 6 units in operation at any one time in that area and it provides a definition of ocean energy 

generating units; 

6. It clarifies the language in the bill regarding the initial identification of offshore wind energy test areas by the 

Department of Environmental Protection and subsequent modification of the initial list of identified areas; 

7. It adds language to provide that identification of an offshore wind energy test area or areas constitutes final 

agency action of the Department of Conservation; and 

8. It adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2009, chapter 270 contain~ several provlSlOns-i.o~ facilitate research and development and demonstration 

Of r~n.eWable oc.ean energy technologies. 

' .·. ' ··. " :. ' - ' ,-'\ 

P~rtA of this law stream)ines state permitting ofOffshore wind energy demonstration projects_by creating a ge1wral 

pef111it at1Jninistered by the Depaitment of Environme11tal Protection for quaHfied offshore whid energy 

demonstration projects located in specific identified offshore areas. 
-\ "· ; ; ' ' '. 

p.iit B of this law streamlines the process for fasuance ofastate submerged lands lease.for an offshore wind energy 

demonstration p~oject granted a general peimit in accordance with Part A of the bill or a tidal energy .demonstration· 

project granted a general permitunderPait D ()fthe bilL 
; " ' ',' ,• 

Part Cof this sets forth a publlcprocess to_ identify up to 5 specific offshore areas in which an.offshore vvind· energy 

demonstration groject may be grfillted a generalpermit as provided in Pait~ of the bill based on consideration of 

potential effects on natural resources and existing uses, C<lllllilunity support and other factors. The law specifies that 

identification of an offshore wind energy test area or ai·eas _constitutes final agency ~ction of the Department of 

COriservatiOn: 

~ari c further provides for aesignati~npf on~ of these areas as the Maine Offshore WindEnergyR,esearch Centel't(>. 

facilitate offsh?j'e wind energy-related research and developme~tconducted by or in cooperation with !11eJ]niversity 

o(Maine System._ The lawallowsthe_Unive_rsity ofMaine Systemto holdmore thanone gene'cal permit for an -

offshor~ wind energy proj~ctintheMaine Offshore Wind Energy Re~earch Center as long as the projects employ 

differing wind e11ergy technologies, and _it limi_ts the number of ocean energy generating units in the Maine Offshore_ 

~ind ~netgy}\esearch -~~nte~_i0--6.units·_.h1 o'peratlOn at ·any one tiilleifilhat ai·ea~ -

PartDofthis law streanilines state permitting of tidal energydemonstration projects.by creating a general permit 

_administered by the Depaitment ofEnvironmental Protection.for projects .eligible for a pilot projectlicense from the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 

Public Law 2009,_chapter270vvas enacted as an emergency measure effective June 4, 2009. __ 

LD 1467 An Act Relating to the Carrabassett Valley Sanitary District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CROCKETTJ ONTP 
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This bill provides that the com1non-Jaw rule that holds that a claim of adverse possession or prescriptive easement 
may not be maintained against land owned by the government or a quasi-governmental entity does not apply in the 

limited case where a transmission line from a generating facility is located on or over property owned by the 
Carrabassett Valley Sanitary District and within 300 feet of a utility substation. The bill also shortens the 

prescriptive period from 20 to 10 years in this lhnited case. 

LD 1494 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Limestone Water and Sewer 
District 

Sponsor(s) 

MARTINJL 
JACKSON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

This bill prohibits a person serving an appointed 1nernber of the Greater Limestone Wastewater Treatlnent Facility 
Board from serving as an officer of the elected board of trustees of the Limestone Water and Sewer District. The bill 

also limits the jurisdiction of the wastewater treatment facility board to the operation and maintenance of the faCility, 
compliance with environmental regulations applicable to that facility, rate changes and changes in the terms and 
conditions of wastewater service provided by the district to the Loring Development Authority of Maine. It also 
clarifies that the elected board of trustees of the district remains vested with authority over all other affairs of the 

district, including the authority to borrow money and issue bonds in the name of the district. 

Enacted Law Summary 

-- -- - --
Private and Special Law 2009, chapter 26 prohibits a person serving an app~inted member of.!he Greater Limeston_e 
Wastewater TreatmentFacility Bo_ard from serving as an officer of the elected board of trustees of the Limestone 

Waten111d .Sewer District.. This law also .limits thejurisdicti~n.oftl1e .wastewater tr~atment facility board to the 
ope;afon ~nd mainte~arice of the facility, c01npliancewith envirolllllentalregulations applicable to thatf~ciHty,rate 
phanges arid ~hanges in th~ t~rllls _and co~ditions ohvastewater service provided by the district to the Loring 
Deve!Oplllent Authority ofMaille.)t also clarifies that the elect~d board of trustees of the dis(rkt remajns vested 
with authority over all othe_r affairs. of the district, including the authority to borrow money and issue bonds .in the 

name of the distdct. 
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LD264 

LD555 

LD 1056 

Not Enacted 

LD 597 

LD 789 

Enacted 

LD44 

LD 147 

LD336 

LD 608 

LD 792 

LD 844 

LD 968 

LD 1044 
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SUBJECT INDEX 

E911 

An Act To Amend the Surcharge for the E-9-1-1 System 

An Act To Promote Public Safety Answering Point Efficiency 

An Act To Simplify the Assessment ofE-9-1-1 Surcharges on 
Prepaid Wireless Telecommunications Service 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Public Safety Answering 
Points 

An Act To Make Certain Changes to the Laws Regarding E-9-1-1 
Surcharge Collection from Prepaid Wireless and Voice over 
Internet Protocol Providers 

Electricity 

An Act Regarding Requirements for Approval of a Transmission 
Line 

An Act To Facilitate the Protection of Electric Utility Consumer 
Interests in Public Utility Commission Cases Involving the 
Construction, Rebuilding or Relocating of Transmission Lines 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 313: Net 
Energy Billing Rule To Allow Shared Ownership, a Major 
Substantive Rule of the Public Utilities Commission 

An Act To Protect Electricity Consumers in Northern Maine 

Resolve, Regarding On-bill Financing Programs for Energy 
Efficiency 

An Act To Reduce Costs for Customers of Northern Maine 
Consumer-owned Utilities 

Resolve, Regarding New Utility Line Extension Construction 

Resolve, To Promote Cogeneration of Energy at Maine Sawmills 
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RESOLVE20 
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LD 1155 

Not Enacted 

LD43 

LD314 

LD543 

LD596 

LD 1052 

LD 1350 

LD 1430 

Enacted 

LD276 

LD335 

LD407 

Enacted 

LD 908 

LD 935 

Enacted 

An Act To Facilitate the Marketing of Power Produced by Small 
Generators 

An Act To Make Certain Changes to the Laws Governing 
Approval for Transmission Lines 

An Act To Promote Consumer Fairness in Alternative Energy 

Resolve, Directing the Public Utilities Commission To Study the 
Feasibility of the Merger of Certain Utilities 

An Act Concerning the Allocation of Power Generated by GNE, 
LLC 

An Act To Allow Electricity Customers Who Operate Generating 
Facilities To Be Paid in Cash for Excess Net Energy Produced 

An Act To Allow the Use of Net Metering for Energy Production 
by Consumers 

An Act To Establish the Maine Transmission Mitigation Trust 
Fund 

An Act To Ensure Electric Capacity To Serve Maine Consumers 

Energy 

An Act To Protect the Integrity of the State's Carbon Dioxide 
Budget Trading Program and Auction Process and To Provide 
Allocations to the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust Fund 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 2: 
Administration of Trust, Budgeting, Project Selection Criteria 
and Procedures, Monitoring and Evaluation Requirements, a 
Major Substantive Rule of the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust 

Resolve, To Identify Funding Available To Promote the Use of 
Energy-efficient Furnaces 

Energy Conservation 

Resolve, To Encourage Regional Energy Conservation and 
Renewable Energy Initiatives 

Resolve, Regarding Building Energy Efficiency and Carbon 
Performance Ratings 

Miscellaneous - Utilities and Energy 
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LD 954 
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Not Enacted 
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LD 717 

Enacted 

LD 120 

Enacted 

LD73 
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LD 1348 

LD 1465 
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An Act To Clarify the Role of the Public Advocate 

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Certain Reports and 
Reviews Related to Utilities and Energy and Certain Positions at 
the Public Utilities Commission 

An Act To Clarify the So-called Dig Safe Law 

An Act To Ensure Proper Oversight of Propane Facilities 

Natural Gas 

An Act Regarding Assistance to Low-income Customers of Gas 
Utilities 

Renewable Resources 

An Act To Protect the Right To Use Solar Energy 

An Act To Increase the Availability of Solar and Wind Power 

An Act To Facilitate the State's Existing Commitment to the 
Production of Liquid Biofuels 

Resolve, To Expand Access to Renewable Energy Programs 

Resolve, Regarding Maine's Renewable Resource Portfolio 
Requirements 

An Act To Establish the Community-based Renewable Energy 
Pilot Program 

Resolve, To Provide Grants to Public Educational and Municipal 
Entities for Feasibility Studies of Renewable Energy Projects 

An Act To Facilitate Testing and Demonstration of Renewable 
Ocean Energy Technology 

An Act Regarding Installation of Solar Energy Systems under the 
Solar and Wind Energy Rebate Program 

An Act To Facilitate the Development of Ocean Wind Power 

An Act To Amend the Wind Energy Rebate Program Eligibility 
Requirements 
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PUBLIC 399 

PUBLIC 122 

ONTP 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 35 

PUBLIC 273 

PUBLIC 88 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 124 

RESOLVE131 
EMERGENCY 

RESOLVE SI 

PUBLIC329 

RESOLVE65 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC270 
EMERGENCY 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 



LD 848 

LD 1030 

LD 1095 

LD 1222 

LD 1450 

Enacted 

LD127 

LD 766 

LD 790 

LD 850 

LD 1012 

LD 1334 

Not Enacted 

LD 146 

LD764 

Enacted 

LD 131 

LD200 

LD 275 

An Act To Encourage Green Commerce 

An Act Establishing a Wind and Solar Energy Loan Guarantee 
Program 

An Act To Provide Affordable Installation of Alternative Energy 
Systems 

An Act To Promote Geothermal Energy in the State 

An Act To Establish the Renewable Energy Resources Program 

Telecommunications 

An Act To Prohibit Telephone Charges Not Representing 
Services or Fees Requested by the Customer or Authorized by the 
Government 

An Act To Promote Telecommunications Availability for the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing 

An Act To Waive Public Utilities Commission Approval of 
Special Contracts When the Contracts Apply to Detariffed Rates 
or Terms 

An Act To Ensure Local Broadband Coverage 

Resolve, Directing the ConnectME Authority To Create the 
Broadband Strategy Council 

An Act To Ensure Continued Access to Emergency Information 
in the State by Allowing Governments To Build Federally 
Licensed Television Translators 

An Act To Require Telephone Directories To Include Cellular 
Telephone Numbers for Businesses 

An Act To Allow Municipalities To Offer Access to the Internet 
through Digital Subscriber Lines 

Water/Sewer - Charters 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Athens Standard Water 
District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Caribou Utilities District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Limestone Water and Sewer 
District 
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ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

ONTP 

PUBLIC36 

PUBLIC 68 

PUBLIC 66 

PUBLIC 63 
EMERGENCY 

RESOLVE108 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 117 

ONTP 

ONTP 

p & s 1 

P&S8 

P&S5 
EMERGENCY 



LD883 

LD953 

LD 994 

LD 1176 

LD 1317 

LD 1318 

LD 1369 

LD 1494 

Not Enacted 

LD 1467 

Enacted 

LD238 

LD650 

LD 1349 

Not Enacted 

LDSS 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Tenants Harbor Standard 
Water District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Winterport Water District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Milo Water District 

An Act To Revise the Charter of the Portland Water District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Addison Point Water 
District 

An Act To Create the Hancock Pond Water District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Clinton Water District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Limestone Water and Sewer 
District 

An Act Relating to the Carrabassett Valley Sanitary District 

Water/Sewer - General 

An Act Regarding Consumer-owned Water Utilities and 
Contracts for Large-scale Extraction and Transportation of 
Water 

An Act To Create a Funding Structure for Sustainable 
Investment in Public Water and Wastewater Infrastructure in the 

State 

An Act To Streamline Ratemaking for Consumer-owned Water 
Utilities 

An Act To Prohibit the Commercial Sale of Water by a Water 
District 

920 

P&SlS 
EMERGENCY 

p & s 11 
EMERGENCY 

P&S 10 

p & s 18 

P &S 21 
EMERGENCY 

P&S20 
EMERGENCY 

p & s 22 

P&S26 

ONTP 

PUBLIC 37 

PUBLIC377 

PUBLIC237 

ONTP 
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