




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Joint Standing Committee on Taxation

LD 1607 An Act To Provide Incentives for Maine Film Production CARRIED OVER
Sponsor(s) Commuittee Report Amendments Adopted
PINGREE
SAVAGE

LD 1607 proposed to establish a tax benefit for media production companies making productions in whole or in
part in Maine. Under the bill, a media production company that meets certain criteria would be allowed a
reimbursement of taxes withheld from wages related to the Maine production.

This bill was carried over by H.P. 1203 to the next special or regular session of the 122nd Legislature.

LD 16106 An Act To Delay the Implementation of the Increase in the ONTP
Homestead Exemption

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SAVIELLO ONTP MAJ

OTP-AM  MIN

LD 1616 proposed to delay for one year the increase in the homestead property tax exemption amount to $13,000
per permanent homestead, scheduled to begin with property tax years beginning on or after April 1, 2005.

LD 1617 An Act To Reduce Tobacco Use and Improve Health INDEF PP
Sponsor(s) Commuttee Report Amendments Adopted
CUMMINGS

LD 1617 proposed to increase the cigarette excise tax from $1 to $2.50 per pack and allocate the new revenue to
a variety of health~related purposes. It also proposed to reduce the percentage discount paid to distributors for
tax stamps that the distributors purchase and affix.

This bill was referred jointly to the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation and the Joint Standing Committee on
Health and Human Services. The committees did not vote on this bill.

See also LD 1314 and LD 1448. A $1.00 cigarette tax increase was enacted in Part AA of Public Law 2005,
chapter 457,
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LD 1625 An Act To Fully Fund the Homestead Exemption CARRIED OVER
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
COWGER OTP-AM  MAJ 5-306
BOWLES ONTP MIN

LD 1625 proposed to increase state reimbursement to municipalities for property taxes foregone due to the
homestead property tax exemption to 100%.

Committee Amendment "A" (8-306) proposed to fund the increase in state reimbursement for the homestead
exernption by a transfer of funds that are projected to be available in the Maine Budget Stabilization Fund and
statewide deappropriations. The Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services would be directed to
present legislation to implement the deappropriations. If none were presented, the Governor would be directed to
make curtailments consistent with the deappropriations.

This bill, and its adopted amendment, were carried over on the Special Appropriations Table by S.P. 640 to the
next special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.

I.D 1634 An Act To Impose a Real Estate Transfer Tax Based on the Value ONTP
of the Property
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
KOFFMAN ONTP
PERRY J

LD 1634 proposed to change the rate of the real estate transfer tax imposed on the buyer and seller of real
property and the manner of imposition. The buyer of property would be charged a flat tax of $2 per $1,000 of
value of the property being purchased. The seller of the property would be charged a tax rate dependent on the
value of the property being sold, starting at $2 per $1,000 of value of the property for property valued at less than
$300,000, increased for every $100,000 in property value by $1 per $1,000 of the value of the property being
sold. A maximum tax rate of 1% of the value of the property being sold would be reached for property valued at
$1,000,000 or more, The revenue from the tax would be credited to the so-called circuit breaker reserve to fund
the Maine Residents Property Tax Program except for 10%, which is retained by the county collecting the tax.

LD 1636 Resolve, To Study the Cost of the Provision of Certain RESOLVE 125
Governmental Services in the Unorganized Territories EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DUPLESSIE OTP-AM H-587
MARTIN

LD 1636 proposed to establish the Commission To Study the Cost of Providing Certain Services in the
Unorganized Territories to study and report to the Legislature on the cost and funding for providing fire
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protection and preparedness services, 1and use planning services, education services and other services in the
unorganized territories. The report would be due December 7, 2005.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-587) proposed to increase the membership of the Commission to Study the
Cost of Providing Certain Services in the Unorganized Territories by adding 2 members of the House of
Representatives, a county representative and 2 landowners and add additional qualifications for certain members.
The amendment also proposed to specify August 1, 2005 as the deadline for the first meeting of the commission.

Enacted law summary

Resolve 2005, chapter 1235 establishes the Commission To Study the Cost of Providing Certain Services in the
Unorganized Territories to study and report to the Legislature on the cost and reimbursement for providing fire.
protection and preparedness services, land use planmng servxces and educat:on services in the unorgamzed
territories, The report is due December 7, 2005. -

Resolve 2005, :chapter 125 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective June 23, 2005.

LD 1647 An Act To Award Income Tax Credits for Boiler or Furnace CARRIED OVER
Systems That Reduce or Eliminate Certain Pollutants

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DUDLEY OTP-AM H-628
PERRY ]

LD 1647 proposed to provide a credit against corporate income taxes to businesses that put into operation on or
after June 1, 2005 a furnace or boiler system that burns organic material and ¢liminates nitrogen oxides without
increasing other pollutants or reduces particulate emissions to a level that is 20% below standards established by
the Department of Environmental Protection, Board of Environmental Protection. The credit would be equal to
1.5¢ per kilowatt-hour or its equivalent in heat energy produced by the furnace or boiler system. A business with
an existing boiler or furnace system placed into operation prior to June 1, 2005 could qualify for the tax credit if
it modified its boiler or furnace system to bum more cleanly, but only to the extent of the kilowatt-hours or
equivalent heat energy attributable to the modification.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-628) proposed to extend the income tax credit to businesses that are not
corporations, eliminate the transferability of credits, require certifications of eligible systems by the Department
of Environmental Protection, clarify the application of the credit and repeal the credit after 5 years. The
amendment also proposed to require the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of
Revenue Services to report annually on the use of the credit as part of its economic development incentive report.

This bill, and its adopted amendment, were carried over on the Special Appropriations Table by S.P. 640 to the
next special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.
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LD 1660 An Act To Reduce Income Taxes and Encourage Economic CARRIED OVER
Growth in Maine

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WOODBURY
PERRY J

LD 1660, a Governor’s Bill, proposed the following changes to Maine income tax and the taxation of business
personal property.

Part A proposed to increase the existing low-income tax credit threshold from $2,000 to $4,750. The increase in
the threshold would apply to tax years beginning after 2004 and be funded through tax year 2009 by suspending
the annual infiation adjustment to the dollar bracket amounts of the mndividual income tax schedules.

Part A also proposed to reduce mdividual mcome tax rates in 3 ways. First, it proposed to reduce the top
marginal tax rate from 8.5% to 8.45% for tax years beginning with 2005. Second, for tax years 2006 to 2009, it
proposed to use a portion of the revenue savings from the suspension of the annual inflation adjustment to
permanently reduce the tax rates over the same period. The annual inflatton adjustment would be reinstated for
tax years beginning after 2009. Third, starting with tax years beginning in 2008, the rates would be further
reduced 1% each year until the 2005 rates have been reduced by a total of 10% by virtue of this adjustment. This
rate reduction would be applied prior to, and in addition to, the rate reduction funded from suspending the
inflation adjustment. The rate reductions effected by Part A would be permanent. The individual alternative
minimum tax rates would also be reduced to ensure that taxpayers do not become subject to the Maine alternative
mininum tax solely as a result of the regular income tax rate reductions.

Part B proposed to establish a property tax exemption for property of qualified businesses that would be first
subject to property tax assessment on or after April 1, 2007 in the absence of the exemption. Property first
subject to property tax assessment prior to April 1, 2007 would remain eligible for the Business Equipment Tax
Reimbursement, "BETR," program for the duratioen of the 12-year window for BETR program entitlement.
Property that is no longer eligible for the BETR program because it has been subject to BETR reimbursement for
the full 12-year period for BETR program entitlement would then be eligible for the business equipment property
tax exemption.

Part B further proposed to establish the rate of reimbursement the State must pay to municipalities for property
tax revenue lost as a resulf of the exemption. For the 2007 and 2008 property tax years, the rate of
reimbursement would be 75% and for 2009 and subsequent property tax years, the rate of reimbursement would
be 50%. Municipalitics would be reimbursed 100% with respect to property that is no longer eligible for the
BETR program because it has been subject to BETR reimbursement for the full 12-year period for BETR
program entitlement.

This bill was carried over by HL.P. 1203 to the next special or regular session of the 122nd Legislature,
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S.P. 316 JOINT ORDER Establishing the Task Force to Study the ONTP
Feasibility of Retiring the Income Tax

Sponsor(s) Commitiee Report Amendments Adopted
PERRY, I. ONTP

5. P. 316 was a Joint Order that proposed to establish the Task Force to Study the Feasibility of Retiring the
Income Tax comprised of 15 legislators to study the feasibility of retiring the income tax by putting a percentage
of state revenue each year into an endowment fund to be used to phase out the income tax.
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Summary of Committee Actions

% of Comm % of All

BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number Activity Bills/Papers
A. Biils referred to Committee
Bills referred and voted out 112 91.8% 6.6%
Bills Carried Qver 10 8.2% 0.6%
Total Bills referred 122 100.0% 7.2%
B. Bills reported out by law or joint order 0 0.0% 0.0%
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% of this % of All
Committee's Committee
. COMMITTEE REPORTS Number Reporis Reports
A. ‘Unanimous committee reports
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Ought fo Pass as Amended ‘ 29 25.9% 1.9%
Qught to Pass as New Draft 0 0.0% 0.0%
Qught Not to Pass 50 44.6% 3.3%
Total unanimous reports 93 83.0% 6.2%
B. Divided committee reports
Two-way reports 18 16.1% 1.2%
Three-way reports 1 0.9% 0.1%
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. FINAL DISPOSITION Number Bills/Papers Bills/Papers
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Joint Study Orders 0 0.0% 0.0%
Public laws 39 32.0% 2.3%
Private and Special Laws 1 0.8% 0.1%
Resolves 6 4.9% 0.4%
Constitutional Resclutions [¢] 0.0% 0.0%
Total Enacted or Finally Passed 46 37.7% 2.7%
B. Resolves to authorize major substantive rules
Rules authorized withqut legislative changes o 0.0% 0.0%
Rules authorized with legislative changes 0 0.0% 0.0%
Rules not authorized by the Legislature il 0.0% 0.0%
Total number of rules reviewed o 0.0% 0.0%
C. Bills vetoed or held by Governor
Vetoes over-ridden 0 0.0% 0.0%
Vetoes sustained 0 0.0% 0.0%
Heid by the Governor Q 0.0% 0.0%
Total ] 0.0% 0.0%

Note: A committes vota on a bilt is not incided here if the bill was subseduently re-referred to ancther committee or recommitted and carried over.

Prepared by the Office of Palicy and Legal Analysis
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Joint Standing Committee on Transportation

LD3 Resolve, To Equalize Funding of Rail Service from New ONTP
Hampshire
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARLEY ONTP

LD 3 proposed to authorize the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority to assess a surcharge on tickets
purchased in New Hampshire for travel on the Downeaster passenger rail service. It further proposed to require
all money received from the surcharge to be used solely for the payment of operational costs for the Downeaster
passenger rail service.

LD 13 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Commercial Vehicle PUBLIC 170
Length Limits
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DAMON OTP-AM S-166
MARLEY

LD 13 proposed to allow a 48-foot tratler to transport rough-sawn, milled or finished lumber with an overhang of
18 inches or less.

Committee Amendment "A" (8-106) replaced the bill and proposed to clarify that a load on a combination
vehicle with a 48-foot frailer may overhang the structural portion of the trailer as long as the overall length does
not exceed 69 feet.

Enacted law summary =~
Public Law 2005; éhéjﬂter 170 clarifies that a load ona combinatio_i; vehicle \#i_th .a'48-foo.t trailer may overhang

the structural portion of the trailer as long as the overall length does not exceed 69 feet.

LD 18 An Act To Require the Department of Transportation To ONTP
Maintain the Morneault Road in Grand Isle

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SMITH W ONTP
MARTIN

LD 18 proposed to require the Department of Transportation to maintain the Morneault Road in Grand Isle,
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LD 36 An Act To Promote Access to Transportation for Seniors PUBLIC 71
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BRENNAN oTp
DUDLEY

LD 36 proposed to provide an exemption from dealer licensing laws for public or nonprofit organizations that use
automobile donations to provide transportation for persons 65 years of age or older or that take personal
automobiles in trade from persons 65 years of age or older in exchange for transportation services.

Enacted law summary
Public Law 2005, chapter 71 provides an exemption from dealer licensing laws for public or honpi_'oﬁt

organizations that use automobile donations to provide transportation for persons 65 years of age or older or that
take personal automobiles in trade from persons 65 years of age or older in exchange for transportation services.

LD 38 An Act To Enhance Highway Safety ONTP
Sponsor(s) Commuttee Report Amendments Adopted
COURTNEY ONTP

LD 38 proposed to require rear lights on motor vehicles to be on during the same circumstances when headlights
are required to be ifluminated.

LD 39 An Act To Amend the Definition of Authorized Emergency PUBLIC 14
Vehicle
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
COURTNEY OTP-AM S-16
WHEELER

LD 39 proposed to amend the definition of "authorized emergency vehicle" to include a vehicle operated by a
municipal rescue chief, deputy chief or assistant chief.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-16) proposed to define a rescue vehicle as a vehicle operated by a municipal

rescue chief, deputy chief or assistant chief and allow a rescue vehicle to be equipped with a red light or a
combination of red and white light.
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Enactedlaw'summaty L

Public Law 2003, chapfef 14 defines é,re_scue vehicle as a vehicle operatéd bya munfcip_ai rescue chief, dépnty N
chief or assistant chief. The law further designates a rescue vehicle as an “authorized emergency vehicle” and = -

allows a rescue vehicle to be equipped with a red light or a combination of red and white light.

LD 45 Resolve, To Rename Chick Road in Lebanon and Sanford after RESOLVE 13
the Late State Representative Howard Chick

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
TUTTLE OTP
COURTNEY

LD 45 proposed to rename Chick Road, in the Town of Sanford and the Town of Lebanon, Representative
Howard A. Chick Road in memory of the late State Representative, Howard A. Chick.

Enacted law summary

Resolve 2005, chapter 13 renames Chick Road, in the Town of Sanford and the Town of Lél.)anc_m,'to the
“Representative Howard A. Chick Road”, in memory of the late State Representative, Howard A. Chick.

LD 47 An Act To Require the State To Provide Winter Maintenance on ONTP
State Aid Highways
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
THOMAS ONTP
DOW

LD 47 proposed to require the Department of Transportation to provide winter maintenance on state aid
highways at the expense of the State.

LD 59 An Act To Repeal the Authority of the Department of ONT?
Transportation To Assess Impact Fees on New Businesses

Sponsor{s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
RINES ONTP
PERRY !

LD 59 proposed to repeal a provision of law that allows the Department of Transportation to assess impact fees
against new development to finance fransportation improvements that are required by new growth in a
community.
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ED71 An Act To Amend the Law Pertaining to Nitrous Oxide Systems PUBLIC 31
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MCKENNEY OTP

LD 71 proposed to allow a person to operate a motor vehicle equipped with a nitrous oxide system on a public
way if the vehicle is en route to or from a car show, a fill station or an off-highway competition or event.

Enacted lnw summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 31 allows a person to operate a motor vehicle equipped with a nitrous oxide system on

a public way if the vehicle is en route to or from a car show, a fill station or an off-highway competition or event,

LD 79 An Act To Allow the Issuance of Vanity Plates for Buses ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BROMLEY ONTP
CLOUGH

LD 79 proposed to authorize the Secretary of State to issue vanity registration plates for buses,

LD 80 An Act To Amend the Law Governing Use of Seat Belts ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SAVAGE oTP MAJ
SAMPSON ONTP MIN

LD 80 proposed to allow a police officer to detain and cite a vehicle operator or passenger 18 years of age or
older solely for failing to wear a seat belt. Current law prohibits the enforcement of the seat belt law unless the
driver has been stopped for another violation of a law.

LD 88 An Act To Eliminate Automobile Inspection Requirements ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WOODCOCK ONTP MAJ
oTp MIN

LD 88 proposed to repeal statutory provisions that require motor vehicles registered in the State to have an
annual motor vehicle inspection.
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LD 113 An Act To Allow Animal Control Officers and Individuals Who PUBLIC 15
Collect Trash To Use Flashing Amber Lights on Their Vehicles

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BROWNE OTP
SAVAGE

LD 113 proposed to allow animal control officers and businesses that collect trash to use flashing amber lights on
their vehicles.

Enacted law summary -
Public Law 2005 chapter 15 allows ammal control ofﬁcers and businesses that collect trash to use ﬂashmg

amber lights on their vehicles.

LD 124 An Act To Require Informational Signs on the Maine Turnpike ONTP
for The Theater at Monmouth

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SMITHN ONTP
COWGER

LD 124 proposed to require that 2 directional signs for The Theater at Monmouth be placed on the Maine
Turnpike near the Sabattus exit.

LD 128 An Act To Create a License Plate for the Elks Organization CARRIED OYER
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MILLER

1D 128 proposes to authorize the issuance of a special registration plate for the Benevolent Protective Order of
Elks that will fund special programs of that fraternal and civic organization.

This bill was carried over by H.P. 1203 to any special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.
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LD 131 An Act To Equitably Maintain the Fiscal Sustainability of the DIED ON
Highway Fund ADJOURNMENT
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARLEY OTP-AM
DAMON

LD 131 proposed to delay the adjustment for inflation of the excise tax on internal combustion engine fuel and
distillates from 2005 to 2007.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-96) proposed to replace the bill and would partially maintain the buying power
of the Highway Fund by adjusting the fuel tax rate on gasoline to reflect inflation and by adjusting the fuel tax
rate on diesel fuel so that it is equal to the gasoline tax rate as of July 1, 2006. (Not adopted)

Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (S-54) proposed to remove the emergency preamble
and emergency clause from the bill. (Not adopted)

Senate Amendment "B" to Committee Amendment "A" (8-98) proposed to repeal the laws that provide for
the adjustment for inflation of the excise tax on internal combustion engine fuel and distillates effective July 1,
2007. (Not adopted)

Senate Amendment "C" to Committee Amendment "A" (8-99) proposed to replace the bill and would
require the gas tax rate to remain at 25.2¢ per gallon and the tax on distillates to remain at 26.3¢ per gallon from
July 1, 2005 until June 30, 2007. The amendment also proposed to delay the adjustment of the excise tax on
internal combustion engine fuel and distillates from 2005 to 2007. (Not adopted)

LD 132 An Act To Amend the Law Governing Construction Flaggers ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARLEY ONTP MAJ
SAVAGE OTP-AM  MIN

LD 132 proposed to require all flaggers controlling traffic on or adjacent to a public way to receive flagger
training. Current law only requires privately employed flaggers at highway construction sites on public ways to
be trained in controlling traffic.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-47), the committee minority report, proposed to require publicly and privately
employed flaggers to receive annual fraining in controlling traffic at construction sites. The amendment proposed
to clarify that flagger training must comply with the standards set forth in the latest edition of the Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways. It would also require flagger training materials to be
paid for by the Department of Transportation. The amendment further proposed to exempt an individual
providing flagging services in an emergency situation where there is imminent danger of damage or injury to
property or personal health and safety from training requirements. This amendment was not adopted.
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Lb 138 Resolve, To Provide Efficient Highway Access to Central Maine ONTP
Medical Services

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
GAGNON ONTP

LD 138 proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to authorize the construction of a new entrance from
Interstate 95 to the planned Central Maine Medical Services Regional Cancer Treatment facility on the Old
Belgrade Road in Augusta.

LD 152 An Act Te Change the Oversight of the Maine Pilotage ONTP
Commission
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DAMON ONTP
MARLEY

LI 152 proposed to change the oversight of the Maine Pilotage Comrmssion from the Department of
Transportation to the Maine Port Authority.

LD 153 An Act To Require Enforcement of the Low-emission Vehicle ONTP
Program
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
COWGER ONTP

LD 153 proposed to prohibit a person from registering a new vehicle unless the person provides proof to the
Secretary of State that the vehicle is certified to meet California-emission certified standards. As proposed, the
bill would prevent a resident from purchasing a vehicle outside the State that does not comply with the low-
emission vehicle program described in the Maine Revised States, Title 38, section 585-D and registering the
vehicle in Maine.

LD 155 Resolve, To Direct the Department of Transportation To Build a ONTP
Fruck Escape Ramp on Route 16

Sponsor(s) Commitiee Report Amendments Adopted
MILLS P ONTP

LD 155 proposed to require the Department of Transportation to construct a truck escape ramp on Route 16 in
Bingham to slow and stop vehicles that are out of control due to a loss of braking ability.

795



Joint Standing Committee on Transportation

LD 163 Resolve, To Designate a Certain Intersection in Sidney as the RESOLVE 1
Trooper Jeffrey S. Parola Memorial

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
CARR OTP
DAVIS P

LI 163 proposed to designate the intersection of Lyons Road and Route 104 in Sidney as the Trooper Jetfrey S.
Parola Memorial. Trooper Parola was killed at this intersection while dutifully responding to a tactical team call.

Enacted law Summagy
Resolve 2005, éhaptér 1 designates the intersection of Lyons Road and Route 104 in Sidney as the Trooper

Jeffrey S. Parola Memorial. Trooper Parola was killed at this intersection while dutifully respending to a tactical
teamcall. =~ ' : o T

LD1M An Act To Allocate Funds To Erect a Bridge between Madawaska ONTP
and Pelletier Island in St. Agatha

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PARADIS ONTP
MARTIN

LD 171 proposed to provide a Highway Fund allocation to the Department of Transportation to construct a bridge
between Madawaska and Pelletier Island in St. Agatha.

LD 172 An Act Requiring Protective Headgear for All Operators and ONTP
Passengers on Motorcycles, Motor-driven Cycles and Mopeds

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WHEELER ONTP A
ANDREWS OTP B
OTP-AM C

LD 172 proposed to require use of helmets by all operators and passengers of motorcycles, motor-driven cycles
and mopeds.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-221), the committee minority report, proposed to require use of helmets by all
operators and passengers of motorcycles, motor-driven cycles or attached side cars under 21 years of age. It also
proposed to require an operator of a motorcycle to wear protective eyewear when operating a motorcycle if the
motorcycle is not equipped with a windshield or screen that protects the operator's eyes and face. This
amendment was not adopted.
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LD 175 An Act To Permit Logo Signs on the Maine Turnpike ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
VALENTING ONTP

1D 175 proposed to authorize the Maine Turnpike Authority to install logo signs on the Maine Turnpike and
direct the Maine Turnpike Authority to adopt major substantive rules to establish application and installation
procedures.

LD 202 An Act To Clarify Matters Relating to the Offices of Secretaxry PUBLIC 54
and Treasurer of the Maine Turnpike Authority

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MCKENNEY OTP

LD 202 proposed to clarify that the offices of secretary and treasurer of the Maine Turnpike Authority may be
held simultaneously by 2 persons or by one person.

Enacted law' summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 54 clar:ﬁes that the offices of secretary and treasurer of the Mame Turnpike Authority
may be held simultaneously by 2 persons or by one person,

LD 213 Resolve, To Require That the Department of Transportation DIED BETWEEN
Install a Traffic Light in West Enfield HOUSES
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
CARR ONTP MAJ
DAVIS P OTP MIN

LD 213 proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to install a 4-way flashing beacon traffic light at the
intersection of U.S. Route 2 and Route 155 in West Enfield.
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LD 224 An Act To Amend the Law Governing Student Rates en Maine PUBLIC 9
State Ferry Service Ferries

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DAMON OTP
PINGREE

LD 224 proposed to allow year-round free use of the scheduled Maine State Ferry Service to the towns of North
Haven, Vinalhaven, Islesboro, Swan's Island and Frenchboro for school functions or school-sponsored activities.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 9 allows year-round free'u.s_e of the scheduled Maine State Ferry Serv_ic_s. tb the .towhs o
of Nerth Haven, Vinalhaven, Islesb_oro_, Swan's lsland_and Frenchboro for school function_s___o;_ SChOO_l_'_S_P_O_ﬂSOfed

activities.

LD 243 An Act To Allow Emergency Responders To Equip Their Vehicles PUBLIC 299
with 2 Emergency Flashing Lights

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DAVIS G OTP-AM H-220
§-270 DAMON

LD 243 proposed to permit municipal and volunteer firefighters and emergency medical services personnel to use
any combination of 2 flashing red or white lights on personal vehicles while en route to or at the scene of fires or
other emergencies. It would also provide that such vehicles are covered by the rules of operation applying to
authorized emergency vehicles. The bill also proposed to require that a person may only use flashing lights on a
personal vehicle upon completion of a state-certified emergency vehicle operators or emergency ambulance
operators course.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-220) replaced the bill and proposed to allow municipal and volunteer
firefighters and emergency medical services personnel to use either one flashing red light or any combination of 2
red or white lights on personal vehicles while en route to or at the scene of fires or other emergencies. It also
proposed to require that a person may only use emergency lights on a personal vehicle upon completion of a
state-certified emergency vehicle operators or emergency ambulance operators course.

Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (S-270) replaced Committee Amendment "A" and
proposed to remove the requirement that municipal and volunteer firefighters and emergency medical service
personnel who are responding to the scene of an emergency in personal vehicles be trained in emergency vehicle
operation. It also proposed to allow personal vehicles of municipal and volunteer firefighters and emergency
medical services personnel to be equipped with flashing red or combination red and white lights facing to the
front of the vehicle for use while en route to or at the scene of emergencies.
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Enacted law summary

Pubhc Law 2005, chapter 299 allows personal Vehlcles of mumczpal and volunteer ﬁreﬁghters and emergency
medical services personnel to be equipped with flashing red or combination red and WhltB lights facing to the
front of the vehicle for use while en route to or at the scene of emergencies.

LD 252 Resolve, To Name Interstate 295 Ronald Reagan Memorial ONTP
Highway
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
CRESSEY ONTP MAJ
ANDREWS OTP MIN

LD 252 proposed to name Interstate 295 the Ronald Reagan Memorial Highway.

LD 255 An Act To Require a Person Operating Farm Equipment on ONTP
Public Roads To Be Adequately Trained

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
JACKSON ONTP MAJ
MARTIN OTP-AM MIN

LD 255, a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208, proposed to require that, prior to operating a farm vehicle on
a public road, a person must demonstrate proficiency in the operation of that vehicle.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-165), the committee minority report, proposed to direct the Department of the
Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles, in conjunction with the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Resources, the Department of Public Safety and the Maine Farm Bureau Association to examine the feasibility of
implementing a mandatory training course for the operation of farm vehicles on public roads. The amendment
further proposed to require the Bureau of Motor Vehicles to submit a report with its findings and
recommendations to the Joint Standing Commitiee on Transportation no later than November 1, 2005. This
amendment was not adopted.

LD 258 An Act To Repeal Gasoline Tax Indexing ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MCKENNEY ONTP

LD 258 proposed to repeal the annual inflation indexing of the excise tax on motor fuel.
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LD 277 An Act Regarding the Management and Use of Sears Island PUBLIC 277
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MCKENNEY OTP-AM H-439
COURTNEY

LD 277 proposed to require that Sears Island be managed primarily for industrial and commercial purposes.

Committee Amendment "A" (11-439) proposed to remove language from the bill that would require that Sears
Island be managed primarily for industrial and commercial purposes. It further proposed to require the
Commissioner of Transportation to bring before the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
Jjurisdiction over transportation matters for review and approval any proposal that would alter the current land
use, ownership or jurisdiction of lands owned by the State within the Port of Searsport presently under the
jurisdiction of the Department of Transportation.

Enacted Iaw summary

Pubhc Law 2005 chapter 277 requires the Comm1s51oner of Transportatlon to bring before the joint standing -
comunittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportatlon matters for review and approval any proposal
that would alter the current land use, ownership or jurisdiction of lands owned by the State within the Port of
Searsport presently under the jurisdiction of the Department of Transportation.

LD 279 An Act To Require Trains in the State To Operate with a ONTP
Minimum of 5 Employees

Sponsor({s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
CLARK ONTP

LD 279 proposed to require railroad companies to operate each train with a minimum of 5 employees.

LD 334 An Act Aliowing Certain Commercial Vehicles at Canadian PUBLIC 421
Weight Limits To Travel from the Canadian Border at Calais to
Baileyville
Sponsor(s) Cormmiftee Report Amendments Adopted
JOY OTP-AM  MAJ H-261
RAYE ONTP MIN $-319 MARTIN
S-388 DAMON

LD 334 proposed to authorize the Commissioner of Transportation to conduct a pilot project allowing certain
commercial vehicles at Canadian weight limits to travel from the Canadian border at Houlton to New Limerick
and from the Canadian border at Calais to Baileyville. It proposed to require trucks participating in the pilot
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project to display a credential obtained for a fee from the Secretary of State. The bill also proposed to require the ,

Commissioner of Transportation to submit a report on the status of the pilot project and recommendations to the
joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters for presentation to the
First Regular Session of the 126th Legislature.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-261), the committee majority report, proposed to shorten the length of the
pilot project from 10 years to five years and limit the allowable route of travel to travel from the Canadian border
at Calais to Baileyville. The amendment also proposed to require that the report of the Commiissioner of
Transportation be submitted to the joint standing committee of the 124th Legislature having jurisdiction over
transportation matters and include mformation on the impact of the pilot project on road conditions.

Senate Amendment "A" (8-319) proposed to require the approval of the United States Department of
Transportation, Federal Highway Administration prior to the pilot project's taking effect.

Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (S-388) proposed to remove the appropriations and
allocations section from the amendment.

Enacted law summéi;v R

Public Law 2005, chapter 421 authorlzes the Conumssmner of Tra.nsportation upon approval of the Umted
States Department of Transportation, Federal nghway Administration, to conduct a five-year p;lot project -
allowing certain commercial vehicles at Canad;an welght limits to travel from the Canadian border at Ca1a1s to '
Baileyville. The law requires trucks partlmpatmg in the pilot project to dlsplay a credential obtamed fora fee

from the Secretary of State. The law also requires the Commissioner of Transportation fo submit a report on the :

status of the pilot project and recommendations to the joint standing committee of the Legl.slature having -
jurisdiction over transportation matters for presentation to the First Regular Session of the 124th Leglsiature

LD 360 An Act To AHow Retired Firefighters To Retain Their Firefighter PUBLIC 80
License Plates

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
JACKSON OTP-AM H-131
MARTIN

LD 360 proposed to authorize the issuance of a special license plate for retired firefighters that would fund
special programs that offer fire prevention and fire safety training.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-131) replaced the bill and proposed to allow retired firefighters to retain their
firefighter license plates with approval from the fire chief, assistant fire chief or acting fire chief. Upon the death
of the firefighter, it proposed to allow the family of the firefighter to retain the license plate but would prohibit its
use on a vehicle.
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Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005 chapter 80 allows retired firefi ghfers to retain thén* ﬁreﬁghier hceﬁéé plates with .é,'p:p.rb.val from
the fire chief, assistant fire chief or acting fire chief. Upon the death of the firefighter, the law al]ows the famﬂy
of the firefighter to retain the license plate but prohibits its use on a vehicle.

LD 371 An Act To Distribute Revenue in the Law Enforcement Agency CARRIED OVER
Reimbursement Fund to Municipalities and Counties and To
Assist Law Enforcement Officers with Unmet Catastrophic

Medical Needs
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SAVAGE OTP-AM S-110
MARLEY

LD 371 proposed to require that any balance in the Law Enforcement Agency Reimbursement Fund remaining at
the end of the fiscal year be distributed among municipalities according to a population-based revenue-sharing
formula. It proposed to provide that if a municipality does not qualify because it does not employ at least one
law enforcement officer or contract with a county to provide patrol service, then the county in which that
municipality is located receives the nonqualifying municipality's share of the fund.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-110) proposed to create the Law Enforcement Benevolent Fund to be used to
meet the unmet financial needs of injured and ill law enforcement officers and their families. The amendment
proposed to require that 10% of any balance in the Law Enforcement Agency Reimbursement Fund at the end of
the fiscal year be transferred to the Law Enforcement Benevolent Fund. It also proposed to distribute any funds
remaining in the Law Enforcement Agency Reimbursement Fund after funds are transferred to the Law
Enforcement Benevolent Fund to municipalities and counties according to a population-based revenue-sharing
formula as provided in the ortginal bill.

This bill was carried over on the Special Appropriations Table by S.P. 640 to the next special or regular session
of the 122™ Legislature

LD 375 An Act To Make Allocations from Maine Turnpike Authority P&S2
Fuands for the Maine Turnpike Authority for the Calendar Year
Ending December 31, 2006

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
OTP

LD 375 proposed to make allocations from gross revenues of the Maine Turmpike Authority for the payment of
the authority's operating expenses for the calendar year ending December 31, 2006 in accordance with the
requirements of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 1961, subsection 6.
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Enacted law summmy

Pr:vate and Spemai Law 2005, chapter 2 makes ailocations from gross revenues of the Mame Turnpzke Authorrty
for the payment of the authority's operating expenses for the calendar year ending December 31, 2006 in :
accordance with the requirements of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 1961, subsection 6.

LD 380 An Act To Allow Small Car Carriers To Haul the Maximum ONTP
Allowed Vehicles
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PARADIS ONTP MAJ
MARTIN OoTp MIN

LD 380 proposed to allow a vehicle weighing more than 10,000 pounds or combination of vehicles with dealer
plates to transport 4 automobiles, trucks or truck tractors at any time.

LD 395 An Act Concerning Street Rod Standards PUBLIC 34
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MERRILL OTP
SAVAGE

LD 395 proposed to repeal the requirement of membership in a qualified street rod owners organization to qualify
a vehicle as a street rod.

Enaétéd law summmy

Publlc Law 2005, chapter 34 repeals the reqmrement of membershlp in a qualified street rod owners orgamzatlon |
in order to qualify a vehicle as a street rod.

LD 418 An Act To Exempt Certain Tires from the Speed Rating PUBLIC 66
Requirements EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SMITH N OTP-AM H-117

LD 418 proposed to exempt motor vehicle tires purchased on or before September 13, 2003 and motor vehicle
snow tires from speed rating requirements

Committee Amendment "A" (H-117) replaced the bill and proposed to remove the requirement that a vehicle

must be equipped with tires that meet or exceed the load and speed rating of the original equipment tires. The
amendment also proposed to add an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill.
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Enactéd law summaiy

Pubhc Law 2005 chapter 66 removes the requlrement that a veh1e]e must be equlpped w1th nres that meet or.
exceed the load and speed ratmg of the erlgmal equ1pment tlres . oy e

Pubhc Law 20035, chapter 66 was enacted as an emergency measure effeetive Aprﬂ 29, 2005.

LD 419 An Act To Create a License Plate for the National Rifle CARRIED OVER
Association
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
CEBRA

LD 419 proposes to authorize the issuance of a special registration plate for the National Rifle Association that
will fund special programs that offer firearm training and safety and hunter training and safety.

This bill was carried over by H.P. 1203 to any special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.

LD 437 An Act To Create an Agriculture Recognition License Plate CARRIED OVER
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
TRAHAN
NUTTING J

LD 437 proposes to authorize the issuance of an agriculture recognition registration plate to support programs
that benefit the Maine Ag in the Classroom Association and other agricultural youth organizations approved by
that association.

This bill was carried over by H.P. 1203 to any special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.

LD 439 An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Commission ONTP
To Study Public Health Concerning Alternative Roadways

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
CRAVEN ONTP
MARTIN

LD 439 proposed to require the Department of Transportation to expend at least 1% of its annual Highway Fund
allocation for highway improvement, construction and maintenance on the construction and maintenance of
alternative roadways. It also proposed to require the Commissioner of Transportation to study the economic
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development impact of constructing and maintaining alternative roadways and submit a report for presentation to
the First Regular Session of the 125th Legislature.

LD 441 An Act To Change the Fine Structure for Overweight Hauling ONTP
Vehicles
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SAVIELLO ONTP
MARTIN

LD 441 proposed to reduce the fine assessed for an excessive vehicle weight violation if the owner of the
commercial vehicle has a gross income of less than $100,000. The bill also proposed to prohibit a law
enforcement officer from issuing more than one citation to a commercial vehicle operator for an inspection or
excessive vehicle weight violation within a 24-hour period. It further proposed to require multiple reductions of
fines that apply to an excessive vehicle weight violation to be combined.

LD 446 An Act To Mandate Payment of Licensed Sign Langnage PUBLIC 411
Interpreters for Driver Education Students

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
EDMONDS OTP-AM S-168

LD 446 proposed to require the Secretary of State to provide certified deaf interpreter services or computer-
agsisted real-time transcription for deaf and hard-of-hearing persons required to complete a driver education or
motorcycle driver education course and examination in order to qualify for a driver's license or instruction
permit.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-168) proposed to clarify that the Secretary of State must provide licensed
interpreter services for deaf and hard-of-hearing persons required to complete a driver education or motorcycle
driver education course and examination i order to qualify for a driver's license or instruction permit. The
amendment also proposed to add an appropriations and allocations section to the bill,

Eﬁactefl law summary
Public Law 2005, chapter 411 requires the Secretary of State to provide licensed .i_nterpr'eter_services or computer-
assisted real-time transcription for deaf and hard-of-hearing persons required to complete a driver education or

motorcycle driver education course and examination in order to qualify for a driver's license or instruction
permit. " o
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LD 492 An Act To Create a Special Higher Education License Plate CARRIED OVER
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
RECTOR
ROSENR

1D 492 proposes to authorize the issuance of a higher education special registration plate to honor institutions of
higher learning in Maine and to fund the Maine State Grant Program.

This bill was carried over by H.P. 1203 to any special or regular session of the 122" Legislature.

LD 495 An Act To Reduce School Truancy ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MAKAS ONT?P MAJ

OTP-AM  MIN

LD 495 proposed to provide that a person under 17 years of age may not apply for an instruction permit to
operate a motor vehicle or motorcycle and may not apply for a license unless that person provides proof that the
person has not been declared habitually truant.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-369), the commiftee minority report, proposed to clarify that a public school
student under 17 years of age may not apply for an instruction permit to operate a motor vehicle or motorcycle
and may not apply for a license unless that person provides proof that the person has not been declared habitually
truant. The amendment also proposed to repeal these provisions June 30, 2008, This amendment was not
adopted.

LD 498 An Act To Amend the Laws Relating to Changeable Signs PUBLIC 195
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
GLYNN OTP-AM  MAJ H-291
ONTP MIN

LD 498 proposed to authorize a municipality to adopt an ordinance to regulate changeable signs within that
municipality that is more or less stringent than state standards except for changeable signs located on interstate
corridors.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-291), the committee majority report, proposed to remove language from the
bill that would allow a municipality to adopt an ordinance to regulate changeable signs that is more or less
stringent than state standards. The amendment zalso proposed to authorize a municipality to adopt an ordinance to
regulate the changing of messages displayed on a changeable sign, except that a municipality may not allow
flashing.
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Enacted daw summary
Public Law 2005, chapter 195 author:zes a mumczpahty to adopt an ordmance to regu]ate the changmg of

messages displayed on a changeable sign, except that a municipality may not allow flashing.

LD 501 An Act To Amend the Operator's License and Nondriver CARRIED OVER
Identification Card Requirements for Nonimmigrants

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
COLLINS
DAMON

LD 501 proposes to require an applicant for a driver's license or a nondriver identification card who is a
nonimmigrant to provide the Secretary of State written proof, evidence or documentation that the applicant's
presence in the United States is authorized under federal law. It also proposes to provide that a driver's license or
nondriver identification card issued to a nonimmigrant is not valid past the expiration date of the nonimmigrant's
permission to remain in the United States.

This bill was carried over by HLP. 1203 to any special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.

LD 505 An Act Relating to the Noxthern New England Passenger Rail PUBLIC 312
Authority EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARLEY OTP-AM H-362
SAVAGE S-192 DAMON

LD 505 proposed to amend the Passenger Rail Service Act as follows:

1. Iiproposed to repeal the section of law pertaining to initial fimding for the Northern New England Passenger
Rail Authority.

2. TItproposed to expand the membership of the board of directors of the Northern New England Passenger Rail
Authority to include the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation, or designee and the

Commissioner of the Department of Economic and Community Development or designee,

3. Itproposed to change provisions relating to the liability of a passenger rail service provider to clarify that
more than one passenger rail service provider may be covered under a single liability insurance policy.

4. It proposed to provide that any documents or records of the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority
relating to employment applications are confidential.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-362) proposed to do the following:
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It proposed to add an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill.

It proposed to require members of the board of directors of the Northern New England Passenger Rail
Authority who are appointed by the Governor to be confirmed by the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters,

It proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to develop a plan to extend the current Downeaster
passenger rail service northward from Portland to Brunswick and Rockland so that this extended service is in
operation no later than January 1, 2008. It further proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to
submit a report with its findings and recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation no
later than January 1, 2006.

Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (S-192) proposed to require the Governor's
appointees to the board of directors of the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority to be confirmed by
the Legislature mstead of the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation
matters.

Enat:ted 'law summary

Public Law 2005 chapter 312 amends the Passenger Rar] Servrce Aet as foliows

1.

It repeais the section of law pertarnlng to 1n1t1ai fundmg for the Northern New England Passenger Rall
N Authorrty ' . . : _

ki expands the membership of the board of dxrectors of the Northern New England Passenger RarI Authorrty
. to include the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation, or desrgnee and the Commlssmner of the .
- 'Department of Economic and- Commumty Development or des1gnee L :

It requlres members of the board of drrectors of the Northern New Engiand Passenger Rar] Author;ty who are
appomted by the Governor to be conﬁrmed by the Legrslature ST G :

Tt changes prov1510ns relating to the lrablhty of a passenger rail service provrder to clarrfy that more tha.n one :
: ";passenger rail service prov1der may be covered under a smgle habllrty insurance poilcy

: It provrdes that any documents or reeords of the Northern New Engiand Passenger Rail Authorlty re!atmg fo
-employment applications are confidential. -

.. ‘It directs the Department of Transportation to develop a plan to extend the current Downeaster passenger rail
-service northward from Portland fo Brunswick and Rockland so that this extended service is in operation no -
later than January 1, 2008. It also directs the Department of Transportation to submit a report with its .
- findings and recommendatrons to the Joint Standmg Commrttee onT ransportatron no later than | anuary i,

2006

Pubhc Law 2005, chapter 312 was enacted as an emergency measure effective June 7, 2005.
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LD 510 An Act Concerning Dismantling of Railroad Track CARRIED OVER
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
RICHARDSON J
EDMONDS

LD 510 proposes to amend the law establishing procedures for dismantling railroad track so that it applies to any
track, not just state-owned track.

This bill was carried over by H.P. 1203 to any special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.

LD 511 Resolve, Directing the State Police, Commercial Vehicle ONTP
Enforcement Division To Examine Enforcement Methods

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SHERMAN ONTP

LD 511 proposed to direct the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State Police, Commercial Vehicle
Enforcement Division in conjunction with the Department of Transportation to examine the impact of its
enforcement procedures, including, but not limited to, its fine structure and schedule of traffic infractions, on the
trucking industry and on the State.

LD 524 An Act To Facilitate Reimbursement of Public Utilities Relocation PUBLIC 282
Costs EMERGENCY
Sponsor{s) Committee Report Amendmenis Adopted
BOWEN OTP-AM H-458
SAVAGE

LD 524 proposed to allow the Department of Transportation to reimburse a utility for the cost of moving or
relocating facilities as a result of a highway construction project to the extent such payments by the department
are in turn eligible for reimbursement from federal funds under 23 United States Code, Section 123.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-458) replaced the bill and proposed to allow the Department of Transportation
to use federal transportation funds to reimburse a National Register Historic District for the portion of the cost to
move or relocate overhead utilities underground on the National Highway System to the extent that such
payments are eligible for reimbursement under the federal surface transportation program under 23 United States
Code, Section 133 (2005).

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 282 allows the Department of Transporta_ti_on to use federal transportation funds to
reimburse a National Register Historic District for the portion of the cost to move or relocate overhead utilities
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underground on the National Highway System to the extent that such payments are éligible for relmbursement
under the federai surface transportatlcn program under 23 Umted States Ccde Sectlon 133 (20(}5)

Pubhc Law 2005 chapter 282 was enacted as an emergency measure cffectwe June 2 2005

LD 525 An Act To Ban the Use of Handheld Cellular Telephones while ONTP
Operating a Motor Vehicle

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PELLETIER-SIMPS ONTP MAJ

OTP-AM  MIN

1D 525 proposed to prohibit the use of a handheld cellular telephone while operating a motor vehicle. The bill
also proposed to clarify that law enforcement officers, corrections officers, firefighters, drivers of authorized
emergency vehicles, holders of commercial driver's licenses, physicians, municipal public works personnel,
Maine Turnpike Authority personnel and state transportation personnel, including all employees and contractors
of the Department of Transportation, may use handheld cellular telephones while driving within the scope of
their employment.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-164), the committee minority report, replaced the bill and proposed to define
the term "distracted driving" and provide that a person who engages in distracted driving commits a traffic
infraction, It also proposed to provide that a distracted driving violation may be enforced only if a law
enforcement officer has detained the operator of the motor vehicle for a moving violation. The amendment
further proposed to preempt municipal ordinances relating to the use of mobile telephones. This amendment was
not adopted.

LD 528 An Act To Exempt Insurers of Commercial Vehicle Fleets from PUBLIC 95
the Requirement of Notification to the Secretary of State When
Insurance Is Cancelled

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SAVAGE OTP-AM S5-85
MCKENNEY

LD 528 proposed to exempt the insurer of a fleet of 3 or more vehicles with commercial automobile coverage
from the requirement to notify the Secretary of State when insurance is cancelled, terminated or lapsed.

Committee Amendment "A" (5-95) proposed a technical amendment to the bill.
Enacted law summary -
Public Law 2005, chapter 95 exempts the insurer of a fleet of 3 or more vehicles with commercial fleet

automobile coverage from the requirement to notify the Secretary of State when i_n_s_u_raﬁc_e is cancelled,
terminated or lapsed.
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LD 529 An Act To Allow Vehicles Owned by Sanitary er Sewer Districts ONTP
To Use Municipal License Plates

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SAVAGE ONTP

LD 529 proposed to require the Secretary of State to issue municipal plates for a vehicle owned by a sanitary or
sewer district.

LD 555 An Act To Enhance Driver Education and Safety PUBLIC 174
EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FLETCHER OTP-AM H-289
SNOWE-MELLO

LD 555 proposed to authorize an individual or entity to provide voluntary advanced driver education instruction
to a person at least 21 years of age who has a valid driver's license.

Comunittee Amendment "A" (H-289) replaced the bill and proposed to authorize an advanced driver education
course, establish instructor licensing and curriculum requirements and provide penalties for noncompliance with

the statutory provisions governing advanced driver education.

Emicted la'w summary

Public Law 2005 chapter 174 authorxzes an. advanced drlver education course, estabhshes mstructor hcensmg

and curriculum reqmrements and prov1des penal’ﬂes for noncomphance w1th the statutory pr0v131ons govermng
advanced drlver educatzon : : RIS L : -

Publ_ic Law 20{)5, chapter 174 was enacted as an emergency measure effective May 20, 2005. |

LD 606 Resolve, To Require the Department of Transportation To ONTP
Rebuild the Frank J. Wood Bridge between Brunswick and
Topsham
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
RICHARDSON I ONTP
EDMONDS

LD 606 proposed to require the Department of Transportation to rebuild the Frank J. Wood Bridge between
Brunswick and Topsham.
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LD 607 An Act To Extend Passenger Rail Service to Midcoast Maine ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
RICHARDSON T ONTP
EDMONDS

LD 607 proposed to direct the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority to extend regularly scheduled
passenger rail service between Portland and Rockland and points in between beginning January 2006.

LD 614 An Act To Eliminate the Rebate Process for Refunding the State ONTP
Gas Tax
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
COLLINS ONTP
PERRY ]

LD 614 proposed to exempt fuel bought and used in a political subdivision's vehicles from the state motor fuel
tax. Current law allows a political subdivision of the State to apply to the State Tax Assessor for a
reimbursement of the tax paid on fuel bought and used in the political subdivision's vehicles.

LD 616 An Act To Alter Wrecker Registrations ONTP
Sponsor{s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PARADIS ONT?P
MARTIN

LD 616 proposed to require dealer wrecker registrations to designate the number of damaged vehicles that the
wrecker is built to safely carry,

LD 634 An Act To Amend the Electronic Insurance Cancellation PUBLIC 428
Notification Law

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FISCHER OTP-AM  MAJ H-518
DAMON OTP-AM MIN S5-389 DAMON

LD 634 proposed to allow a 15-day reconciliation period at the Secretary of State's office to reconcile motor
vehicle insurance cancellations with reinstatements and policies placed with a different company before the
Secretary of State sends out a notification of suspension. It also proposed to require the Secretary of State fo
accept by electronic transmittal evidence of insurance for insured persons who are changing insurance carriers.
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The bill further proposed to amend the content of the notification of cancellation to require the name, address and
date of hirth of the insured or insureds of the motor vehicle, instead of the owner or owners.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-518), the committee majority report, proposed to remove language from the
bill that amends the content of the notification of cancellation to require the name, address and date of birth of
the insured or insureds of the motor vehicle instead of the owner or owners. It further proposed to require the
Secretary of State to accept evidence of motor vehicle insurance for insured persons who are changing insurance
carriers electronically as of January 1, 2007. It also proposed to add an appropriations and allocations section to
the bill and remove the emergency clause and emergency preamble from the bill.

Committee Amendment "B" (H-519), the committee minority report, proposed to remove language from the
bill that amends the content of the notification of cancellation to require the name, address and date of birth of
the insured or insureds of the motor vehicle instead of the owner or owners, It also proposed to remove language
from the bill that requires the Secretary of State to accept evidence of motor vehicle insurance for insured
persons who are changing insurance carriers, It further proposed to add an appropriations and allocations section
to the bill. This amendment was not adopted.

Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (S-389) proposed to remove the appropriations and
allocations section from the amendment.

Enacted law summmy

Public Law 2005, chapter 428 allows als- day reconc;hatlon perlod at the Secretaly of State's ofﬁce to reconcxle
motor vehicle insurance cancellations with reinstatements and policies placed with a different. company before
the Secretary of State sends out a notification of suspension. The law further requires the Secretary of State to
accept evidence of motor vehicle insurance for insured persons who are changsng msura.nce carrlers '
electronically as of January 1, 2007. -

LD 650 An Act To Protect Maine's Groundfishing Industry PUBLIC 260
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
STRIMLING OTP
MARLEY

LD 650 proposed to clarify that a person who pays for fuel used in conumercial groundfishing is eligible for a
refund of the state taxes paid on that fuel, less the administrative fee of 1¢ per gallon.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 260 clarifies that a person who pays for fuel used in commerclal groundﬁshmg is
eligible for a refund of the state taxes paid on that fuel, less the administrative fee of 1¢ per gallon.
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LD 657 An Act To Amend the Axle Weight Laws PUBLIC 426
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
THOMAS OTP-AM H-459
MARTIN S$-390 DAMON

LD 657 proposed to require that for vehicle weight violations for vehicles for which the law provides a tolerance,
the base on which the fine is calculated must be the actual weight plus the tolerance allowed.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-459) replaced the bill and proposed to amend the calculation of tandem axle
weight fines for 6-axle trucks hauling special commodities to clarify that the lower fine applies. It also proposed
to amend the axle weight fine schedules to eliminate relatively steep fine increases for smaller violations for
trucks hauling forest products. The amendment further proposed to eliminate axle weight fine violations during
the months of January and February on most state roads.

Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (8-390) proposed to repeal these provisions on
September 15, 2007.

En'c_l'ct_ed law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 426 reduces the fines assessed for excessive axle weight violations by changing the -~ -
methodology of fine calculations for certain 4-axle and 6-axle commercial vehicles and eliminates axle welght
fine violations during the months of Ianuary and February on most state roads. - The law repea]s these prov;smns
on September 15, 2007.

LD 690 Resolve, Authorizing Relocation of a Certain Private Driveway on ONTP
Route 26
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
STRIMLING ONTP

LD 690 proposed to authorize the Department of Transportation to allow the relocation of a private driveway on
a limited-access portion of Route 26.

814



Joint Standing Committee on Transportation

LD 698 An Act To Provide for the Temporary Suspension of the Tax on ONTP
Motor Fuel
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
NASS R ONTP MAJ

OTP-AM  MIN

L.D 698 proposed to suspend the tax imposed on internal combustion engine fuel and on special fuels if the retail
price of those fuels exceeds by 50% or more the weekly average retail price of the fuel for the previous 52 weeks
or calendar year, The bill also proposed to cap the inflation index on motor fuels at 2% annunally.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-111), the committee minority report, proposed to add a fiscal note to the bill.
LD 712 An Act To Reimburse the Town of St. Agatha and Other Towns in ONTP

Category II for Costs Incurred in Erecting a Salt and Gravel
Storage Shed as Mandated by the State

Sponsor{s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PARADIS ONTP
COWGER

LD 712 proposed to allocate $1,400,000 from the Highway Fund for the purpose of providing funds to
municipalities for the construction of Priority 1 and Priority 2 sand and salt sheds.

LD 729 An Act To Clarify the City of Portland's Interest in the Maine ONTP
State Pier
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DUDLEY ONTP
STRIMLING

LD 729 proposed to confirm the intent of the Legislature as shown in the Legislative Record and the deed from
the Department of Transportation to the City of Portland dated February 1, 1982, whereby the State conveyed to
the city all of the State's legal interest and rights in the Maine State Pier and the submerged lands associated with
the pier.
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1D 733 An Act To Reward Veterans for Their Service ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
LINDELL ONTP

LD 733 proposed to allow an honorably discharged veteran of the United States Armed Forces to receive one sef
of license plates for a noncommercial vehicle with a lifetime exemption from registration fees and excise taxes,

LD 735 An Act To Clarity Registration for Noncommercial Trucks and ONTP
Registration Requirements for Nonresidents

Sponsor(s) Commitiee Report Amendments Adopted
SAVIELLO ONTP

LD 735 proposed to clarify that seasonal nonresident visitors to Maine who are domiciled in this State for less
than 179 days are not required to register their vehicles in this State. The bill also proposed to remove the
requirement that noncommercial trucks in excess of 6,000 pounds be registered as commercial vehicles.

LD 738 An Act To Make Additional Allocations from the Highway Fund PUBLIC 37
and Other Funds for the Expenditures of State Government and EMERGENCY
To Change Certain Provisions of State L.aw Necessary to the
Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Year

Ending June 30, 2005
Sponsor(s) Commitiee Report Amendments Adopted
MARLEY OTP-AM H-46

DAMON

LD 738 proposed to do the following:

Part A authorized certain transfers of excess equity of the State Retiree Health Insurance Fund to the General
Fund Compensation and Benefit Plan account and Highway Fund Compensation and Benefit Plan account within
the Department of Administrative and Financial Services and to the Highway Fund unallocated surplus and other
funds or entities of origin.

Part B made allocations of funds for approved reclassifications and range changes.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-46) proposed to make certain reclassification adjustments.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 37 does the following.
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Part A authorizes certain transfers of excess equity of the State Retiree Health Insurance Fund to the General -
Fund Compensation and Benefit Plan account and Highway Fund Compensation and Benefit Plan account within

the Department of Adlnlnlstratzve and Flnancml Serwces and to the nghway Fund unallocated surpius and other_

funds or ent;tles of origm -

Part B makes aliocatlons of funds for approved reciasmﬁcat;ons and range changes

Pubhc Law 2005, chapter 37 was enacted as an emergency measure effectlve April 1, 2005.

LD 739 An Act Making Unified Appropriations and Allocations for the PUBLIC 36
Expenditures of State Government, Highway Funds and Changing EMERGENCY

Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations
of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2006

and June 30, 2007
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARLEY OTP-AM H-72
DAMON

LD 739 proposed to do the following:

Part A made allocations of funds.

Part B adjusted allocations of funds representing reduction proposals or adjustments to current services.

Part C required the calculation and transfer of statewide savings in the Highway Fund from extending the
amortization schedule of the unfunded liability of the Maine State Retirement System for fiscal yvears 2005-06
and 2006-07 that are identified in Part B, section 1.

Part D required the calculation and transfer of statewide savings and identification of position elirminations in the
Highway Fund from the review of the current organizational structure, systems and operations of information
technology units.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-72) replaced the bill and proposed to do the following:

Part A made allocations of funds.

Part B adjusted allocations of funds representing reduction proposals or adjustments to current services.

Part C required the calculation and transfer of statewide savings in the Highway Fund from extending the
amortization schedule of the unfunded liability of the Maine State Retirement System for fiscal years 2005-06
and 2006-07.

Part D required the calculation and transfer of statewide savings and identification of position eliminations in the

Highway Fund from the review of the current organizational structure, systems and operations of information
technology units.
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Part E required the calculation and transfer of statewide savings in the Highway Fund from savings in the cost of
health insurance for fiscal years 2005-06 and 2006-07.

Part F provided one-time funding to the Office of Program Evaluation and Government Accountability for the
review of departments and agencies that are funded by the Highway Fund.

Part G used $2,000,000 of the anticipated $8,150,000 increase in the funding of the Urban-Rural Initiative
Program for funding municipal sand and salt storage facilities on a one-time basis for fiscal year 2005-06 and
fiscal year 2006-07. This Part also directed the Department of Transportation, in conjunction with the
Department of Environmental Protection, to investigate and submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on
Transportation whether environmental and health benefits of constructing some or all Priority 3 sand and salt
storage facilities outweigh the cost of such construction.

Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (S-42) proposed to remove Part G of the committee
amendment, which proposed to use $2,000,000 from the Urban-Rural Initiative Program to fund municipal sand
and salt storage facilities. (Not adopted)

Senate Amendment "B" to Committee Amendment "A" (S-43) proposed to remove the emergency preamble
and the emergency clause from the bill. (Not adopted)

Enacted law summary

Pubhe Law 2005, chapter 36 does the foliowmg

Part A makes allocations of funds

Part B adj usts allocatlons of funds representmg reductwn prOposais or adjustments to current servmes j' o

Part C requires the calculatlon and transfer of statew;de savings in the nghway Fund from extendmg the _
amortization schedule of the unfunded llablhty of the Maine State Ret1rement System for ﬁscai years 2005 06

and 2006-07. - ; _ = o :

Part D requires the calculation and transfer of statewide savings and identification of peéition eliminati.one inthe -
Highway Fund from the rewew of the current orgamzational structure, systems and operatlons of mformatmn o

technology units.

Part E requires the calculation and transfer of statew1de savings in the nghway Fund from savmgs in the cost of
health insurance for fiscal years 2005 06 and 2006 07 - : :

Part F provides one-time funding to the Office of Program Evaluation and Government Accountablllty for the ' 3_
review of departments and agencies that are funded by the Highway Fund ' L :

Part G uses $2,000,000 of the anticipated $8 150,000 increase in the funding of the Urba.n-Rural Initiative - -
Program for funding municipal sand and salt storage facilities on a one-time basis for fiscal year 2005-06 and
fiscal year 2006-07. This Part also directs the Department of Transportation, in conjunction with the Department
of Environmental Protection, to investigate and submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on
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Transportation whether environmental and health benefits of co:ostructmg some or al} Prlorlty 3 sand and salt
storage facﬂmes outwelgh the cost of such constructlon o -

Pub];e Law 2005, chapter 36 was enacted as an emergency measure effeotlve April 1, 2005

LD 763 An Act Regarding the Collection, Use, Verification and Storage of PUBLIC 259
Social Secarity Numbers

Sponsor{s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
JACOBSEN ONTP MAJ H-368
COURTNEY OTP-AM MIN

LD 763 proposed to require an applicant for a driver's Hcense to provide proof of citizenship or documentation
that the applicant is a legal resident in the United States. This bill also proposed to require the Secretary of State
to notify the United States Department of Homeland Security, United States Citizenship and Immigration
Services if an applicant fails to provide such proof.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-368), the committee minority report, replaced the bill and proposed to require
the Secretary of State to collect, store and verify the social security numbers of all applicants for driver's licenses
or nondriver identification cards. The amendment also proposed to prohibit the Secretary of State from issuing a
driver's license or nondriver identification card to a person who does not have a valid social security number
unless the person provides written proof to the Secretary of State that the person is ineligible to receive a social
security aumber,

Enacted law summmy :

Publle Law 2005 chapter 25 0 requires the Secretary of State to coliect store and verxfy the socxal securlty
numbers of all applicants for driver's licenses or nondriver identification cards. ‘The law also prohibits the -
Secretary of State from issuing a driver's license or nondriver. identification card to a person who does not have a
valid social seeurlty number unless the person provides wntten proof to the Secretary of State that the person is.
ineligible to receive a social security number.

LD 774 Resolve, To Require the Department of Transportation To Put a ONTP
Bicycle Lane on Route 5 in Waterboro

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
JACOBSEN _ ONTP
COURTNEY

LD 774 proposed to require the Department of Transportation to install a bicycle lane on Route 5 in Waterboro
extending from Route 202 in East Waterboro to the Chadbourne Ridge Road in North Waterboro.
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LD 814 Resolve, To Require the Department of Transportation To Use ONTP
Adjustable Warning Signs

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SNOWE-MELLO ONTP

LD 814 proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to institute the use of adjustable warning signs that
have changeable messages of "SLOW" and "STOP" at road construction sites.

LD 821 Resolve, To Continue Efforts of the Department of Transportation RESOLVE 23
To Balance Public Safety and Access to Land by Landowners

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
KAELIN OTP

LD 821 proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to continue to hold hearings on Chapter 299:
Highway Driveway and Entrance Rules, Parts A and B as authorized by Resolve 2001, chapter 46.

Enacted law summary

Reséive 2005, chapter 23 directs the Department of Tra_n.sport.atio.n to _c_oﬁtinue to hold public healjings on :
Chapter 299: Highway Driveway and Entrance Rules, Parts A and B as authorized by Resolve 2001, chapter 46.

LD 823 Resolve, To Allow for Seasonal Commercial Vehicle Registration ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
THOMPSON ONT?
SNOWE-MELLO

LD 823 proposed to direct the Secretary of State to establish a new commercial vehicle registration class for
seasonal commercial vehicles, so that seasonal registrations can be suspended for a period of time without
penalty and resumed within the year.

LD 831 An Act To Clarify the Law Relating to Motor Vehicle Repair PUBLIC 189
Posters
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MCKENNEY OTP-AM H-249

LD 831 proposed to require that motor vehicle repair facilities provide notice that a fee for shop supplies is being
charged if the repair facility charges a separate line item for shop supplies. It also proposed to permit a repair

820



Joint Standing Committee on Transportation

facility to bill shop supplies as a percentage of labor or by other calculation as a single line item and would
require the repair facility to explain shop supplies upon request.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-249) replaced the bill and proposed to clarify that a repair facility must
provide notice that a fee for shop supplies is being charged if the repair facility charges a separate line item for
shop supplies. The amendment also proposed to require repair facilities to provide notice that the repair facility
used the same labor rate method in estimates and charges to customers. The amendment further proposed to
repeal a provision of law that requires a motor vehicle repair notice to include information on the National
Automobile Dealer's Association Official Used Car Guide New England Edition.

Enacted law summary

Public Law. 2005, chapter 189 clarifies that a repair facility must provide notice that a fee for shop supplies is
being charged if the repair facility charges a separate line item for shop supplies. The law requires repair
facilities to provide notice that the repair facility used the same labor rate method in estimates and charges to - -
customers. It also repeals a provision of law that requires a motor vehicle repair notice to include information on
the National Automobile Dealer's Association Official Used Car Guide New England Edition.

LD 833 An Act To Promote Safe Routes to School ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARLEY ONTP MAJ
COWGER OTP-AM MIN

LD 833 proposed to do the folowing:

1. Require a motor vehicle operator to obey hand signals and hand-held fraffic control devices used by a school
crossing guard, a law enforcement officer or any person authorized to direct traffic;

2. Double the fines of various traffic violations if the violations are committed in a school zone or within 100
feet of a school bus with activated flashing lights, with half of the fine going into the School Zone Safety
Fund, established to promote school zone safety and fund school zone safety projects;

3. Give school crossing guards and other persons authorized to direct traffic the authority to report violations in
a school zone or within 100 {eet of a school bus with activated flashing lights;

4, Impose the same Hability on owners of vehicles that are reported to have committed a violation in a school
zone or within 100 feet of a school bus with activated flashing lights as on owners of vehicles reported to

have illegally passed a school bus.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-250), the committee minority report, proposed to add an appropriations and
allocations section to the bill. This amendment was not adopted.
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LD 8§50 Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Use ONTP
Composite Manufactared Materials

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MCKENNEY ONTP

LD 850 proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to use composite manufactured materials developed
by the University of Maine's Advanced Engineered Wood Composites Center in a portion of its construction
relating to roads and bridges.

LD 899 Resoilve, Directing the Department of Transporxtation To Erect ONTP
Signs on the Maine Turnpike Directing Motorists to "Historic
Downtown Saco"

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HOBBINS ONTP
VALENTINO

LD 899 proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to erect directional signs on the Maine Turnpike
directing motorists to historic downtown Saco.

D91t An Act To Honor Air Force Veterans ONTP
Sponsor(s) Commitiee Report Amendments Adopted
BARSTOW ONTP
SAVAGE

LD 911 proposed to authorize the Secretary of State to issue Air Medal decals for use on special veterans motor
vehicle registration plates.

Lb91s An Act To Amend the Motor Vehicle Habitual Offender Law ONTP
Spongor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
CLARK ONTP

LD 915, a concept draft pursnant to Joint Rule 208, proposed to amend the motor vehicle habitual offender law
under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, section 2551 to allow an offender to receive a conditional license
for work purposes after 6 months of suspension if some of the underlying offenses are minor offenses.
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LD 930 An Act To Amend the Procedure for Election of the Casco Bay ONTP
Island Transit District Board

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARILEY ONTP

LD 930 proposed, beginning in 2006, to require the direct election of each of the directors of the Casco Bay
Istand Transit District by the voters of the island on which the director is required to reside or own property; only
voters of the island that the director represents may vote for or against that director. The bill also proposed to
continue to require the 2 at-large directors to be elected by all the voters of the 6 islands.

LD %47 An Act To Clarify the Laws Regarding Motor Vehicle Title ONTP
Applications
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MAYO ONTP
MARLEY

LD 947, a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208, proposed to clarify the laws regarding motor vehicle title
applications.

LD 960 Resolve, To Study the Feasibility of Off-road Bike and Walking ONTP
Paths along the Busiest Commuting Corridors of the State

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WOODBURY ONTP

LD 960 proposed to require the Department of Transportation to conduct a study on the feasibility, benefits and
cost of constructing a network of off-road bike and walking paths along the commuting corridors with the highest
volume of traffic in the State.

LD 1038 An Act To Improve Landowners' Access to Their Land PUBLIC 188
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MAYO OTP-AM S-145

LD 1038 proposed to require the Department of Transportation fo waive certain requirements in rule and issue a
permit for a driveway when no other location exists for vehicular access to a property.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-145), the committee majority report, proposed to clarify that the Department of
Transportation may waive certain requirements in rule and issue a permit for a driveway when no other location
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exists for vehicular access to a property unless it is determined inconsistent with access management safety
standards.
En_ddf_ed law sﬁmﬁidry

Public Law 2005, chapter 188 clarifies that the Department of Transportation may Waive cerfain requirements in
rule and issue a permit for a driveway when no other location exists for vehicular access to a property unless it is
determined inconsistent with access management safety standards.

LD 1669 An Act To Exempt the Transportation of Products Essential for ONTP
Agricultural Operations from Certain Restrictions Posted on
Roads
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PIOTTI ONTP
NUTTING J

LD 1069 proposed to exempt vehicles delivering supplies or products necessary for an agricultural operation
from restrictions placed on roads conceming weight, speed, operation and equipment during certain periods of
{he year.

LD 1077 An Act To AHow Accent Lighting on Motor Vehicles PUBLIC 183
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SAMPSON OTP-AM H-290
DAMON

LD 1077 proposed to allow optional accent lighting on motor vehicles that conforms to federal regulations and
does not create a safety hazard.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-290) replaced the bill and proposed to allow for auxihiary lights on the exterior
of motor vehicles that conform to statutory requirements regarding size, color, visibility and location. The
amendment also proposed to permit blue interior Hghting on motor vehicles,

Enacted law summaty

Public Law 2005, chapter 183 allows for aux111ary lights on the exterior of motor vehicles that confonn to

statutory requirements regarding size, color, visibility and location. The law also permits blue interior lighting on
motor vehicles.
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LD 1082 An Act To Prohibit Passing in Designated No-passing Zones PUBLIC 141
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
CARR OTP-AM H-209
DAVIS P

LD 1082 proposed to prohibit passing a vehicle when the road is painted with an unbroken center line or an
unbroken line in the operator's lane.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-209) proposed to clarify that the placing of highway markings on a roadway is
prima facie evidence that the markings have been placed by the official act or direction of lawful authority.

Enacted law simmary =

Public Law 2005, éhai)ter 14.1 -pré_hibit_s paséing a vehicle when the road is painted with an unbroken_. ce;it_cr line
or an unbroken line in the operator's lane. The law also clarifies that the placing of highway markingsona - -
roadway is prima facie evidence that the markings have been placed by the official act or direction of lawful -
authority. ' ' '

L1119 Resolve, To Examine Driver's License Fees ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BARSTOW ONTP

LD 1119 proposed to direct the Secretary of State to examine driver's license fees in this State and the time
periods in which a license is valid and compare it to other states. If the secretary's examination finds that the
levels and time periods are not comparable to the levels and time periods in other states, the bill proposed to
anthorize the secretary to make adjustments.

LD 1122 Resolve, To Establish the Wabanaki Trail RESOLVE 42
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
LORING OTP-AM H-262
MITCHELL

LD 1122 proposed to establish a task force consisting of the Department of Economic and Community
Development and its Office of Tourism, the Department of Transportation and the University of Maine System in
conjunction with the Penobscot Nation to jointly develop the Wabanaki Trail, including designating roads, routes
and points of interest, creating signage and creating maps that include old canoe trails on waterways.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-262) proposed to clarify that the task force shall create web-based maps. The

amendment also proposed to strike language from the bill authorizing the Joint Standing Committee on
Transportation to report out a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature.
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Ena_c_i_ed law summary

Resolve 2005, chapter 42 cstablishes a task force consisting of the Department of Economic and Community -

Development and its Office of Tourism, the Department of Transportation and the University of Maine System mn:
conjunction with the Penobscot Nation to jointly develop the Wabanaki Trail, including designating roads, routes
and points of interest, creating signage and creating web-based maps that include old canoe trails on waterways.

LD 1124 An Act To Allow the Secretary of State To Review License ONTP
Suspensions
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HOBBINS ONTP

LD 1124 proposed to allow a person who received a driver's license suspension of more than 18 months to
petition the Secretary of State for reinstatement after 18 months of the suspension. The bill proposed to authorize
the Secretary of State to reinstate the license of the petitioner if the Secretary of State finds extraordinary
circumstances justifying the reinstatement. The bill would not apply to suspensions directly ordered by the
Secretary of State.

LD 1129 An Act To Protect Young Drivers DIED BETWEEN
HOUSES
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DAMON OTP-AM MAJ S-144
PARADIS ONTP MIN

1.D 1129 proposed to prohibit a person who is operating a motor vehicle under the terms and conditions of a
juvenile provisional license from operating that vehicle it it is equipped with or contains a radar detector.
Committee Amendment "A'" (S-144), the committee majority report, replaced the bill and proposed to prohibit
a person under 18 years of age who is operating a motor vehicle under the terms and conditions of an
intermediate license from operating that vehicle if it is equipped with or contains a radar detector. This
amendment was not adopted.

LD 1146 An Act Regarding the Fines Imposed on Overweight Vehicles ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
JACKSON ONTP
MARTIN

LD 1146 proposed to eliminate the imposition of fines on overweight vehicles from December 1st to April 15th.
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LD 1148 An Act To Recognize the Recipients of the Korea Defense Service PUBLIC 420
Medal
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BROWN OTP-AM
EDMONDS

LD 1148 proposed to add the Korea Defense Service Medal to the list of special commemorative decals for
medals awarded that can be used with special veterans registration plates.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-248) proposed to add an appropriations and allocations section to the biil.
Enacted law s@tmmaty _
Public Law 2005 , chapter 420 adds the Korea Defense Service Medal to the list of special commemorative decals

for medals awarded that can be used with special veterans registration plates.

LD 1159 An Act To Promote Transportation Investments within CARRIED OVER
Downtowns and Urban Compacts

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FISHER
DAMON

LD 1159, a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208, proposes to do the following:

1. Tt would apply to development projects that generate more than 100 passenger car equivalents at the peak
hour that are located in:

A. An area designated as a growth management area in a local growth management plan that has been found
by the State to be consistent with the growth management program;

B. The compact area of an urban compact municipality; or
C. A downtown as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30-A, section 5222, subsection 8.

The Department of Transportation would be required to match each dollar a municipality raises through the
assessment of taxes on the real and personal property value created by the project through tax increment
financing if the proceeds of that assessment are expended to make transportation improvements that are
eligible for Highway Fund participation and will improve the level of service or substandard conditions. No
state funds may be used to relieve the developer of financial obligations under a traffic movement permit
approved by the Department of Transportation. Fifty percent of the unallocated surplus in the Highway Fund
at the end of each fiscal year must be set aside in a nonlapsing account to support this provision, but such
account may not exceed $10,000,000. In addition, if the above circumstances are met, the Department of
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Admuinistrative and Financial Services would aiso be required to match each dollar raised through municipal
tax increment financing with the eligible expenditure of those funds being for fransportation improvements or
related utility and storm water improvements. The department's contribution would be financed and limited
by a defined portion of the state tax increment of net new sales and income taxes generated by the
development project.

2. Tt would provide that for such development projects, the Department of Transportation is authorized to use
federal advance construction support with the up-front financing provided through private or municipal
capital. The department would be authorized to apply funds required to be expended by the developer as a
condition of a traffic movement permit to match federal funds and finance debt to support advance
construction as long as the department uses those funds to complete a project that includes the improvements
the developer is required fo make under the traffic movement permit. The department would also be
authorized to apply the proceeds of tax increment financing derived from the development project to match
federal funds or support debt to finance the cost of advance construction.

3. It would provide a process for municipalities to build roads without federal or state financial participation
that could be purchased by the State or assumed for maintenance responsibilities if the road meets state
design standards and criteria for classification as a major collector or arterial highway.

4. It would provide a new structure for assessing traffic impact fees on a regional basis that would be expended
to address deficiencies inside growth management areas, urban compacts or downtowns caused in part by
through traffic generated on a regional basis.

LD 1163 An Act To Amend the Laws Regulating Custom Vehicles PUBLIC 321
Sponsor{s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
TRAHAN OTP-AM H-517

LD 1163 proposed to define the terms "blue dot taillight," "custom vehicle" and "street rod," repeal the existing
standards for street rods and establish registration, certification, title, safety and inspection requirements for
street rods and custom vehicles.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-517) replaced the bill and proposed to define the term “custom vehicle”and
establish registration and safety inspection requirements for custom vehicles. It also proposed to require the
Chief of the State Police to convene a committee of interested parties to provide advice and technical assistance
regarding custom vehicles and recommendations on potential inspection standards and procedures. It would
further require the committee to report back to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation no later than
February 1, 2006 with any findings and recommendations.

Enacted law summary .

Public Law 2005, chapter 321 defines the term “custom vehicle” and establishes registration and safety
inspection requirements for custom vehicles. It also requires the Chief of the State Police to convene a committee
of interested parties to provide advice and technical assistance regarding custom vehicles and recommendations
on potential inspection standards and procedures. It further requires the committee to report back to the Joint
Standing Committee on Transportation no later than February 1, 2006 with any findings and recommendations.
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LD 1201 Resolve, Authorizing a Review of Inspection Requirements for ONTP
Vehicles with Aftermarket Modifications

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PERRY ] ONTP

LD 1201 proposed to direct the Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles and the Chief of
the State Police to review existing inspection requirements for vehicles that have been equipped with aftermarket
modifications.

LD 1211 An Act To Permit the Expanded Use of Changeable Signs for ONTP
Governmental Entities and Public Facilities

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SAMPSON ONTP
SCHNEIDER

LD 1211 proposed to add civic, conference, convention and athletic facilities to the list of organizations that can
erect and maintain signs without having to obtain a license or permit. The bill also proposed to exempt these
organizations from the 20-minute time limit on changeable message signs.

LD 1217 An Act To Permit the Stopping of Traffic by Charitable Nonprofit PUBLIC 166
Organizations for Certain Fand-raising Projects

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MILLETT QTP MAJ
NASS R ONTP MIN

LD 1217 proposed to exempt a charitable nonprofit organization incorporated in or recognized by the State from
the laws prohibiting the stopping of traffic by hawkers and vendors if the organization receives municipal and
local law enforcement authorization for an event or project.

Enacted law summary .
Public Law 2005, chapter 106 exempts a charitable nonprofit orgamzation mcorporated in or recognized by the

State from the laws prohibiting the stopping of traffic by hawkers and vendors if the orgamzatlon receives
municipal and local law enforcement anthorization for an event or project.
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LD 1233 An Act To Reorganize the Northern New England Passenger Rail ONTP
Authority
Sponsor(s) Comrmittee Report Amendments Adopted
GERZOFSKY ONTP
EDMONDS

LD 1233 proposed to do the following:

1. Require the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority to seek and use such funds as are necessary to
extend the current Downeaster passenger rail service northward from Portland to Brunswick, with this
extension, as well as connecting service to Rockland, to be in operation no later than January 1, 2007;

2. Increase the size of the board of directors of the authority from 5 members to 7 members, with one of the
additional members being the Commissioner of Transportation or the commissioner's designee and the other
additional member being appointed to represent a passenger rail advocacy organization by the Governor;

3. Provide that any replacements for the current 5 members of the authority's board of directors, and any further
replacements for those directors, are to be appointed by the Governor and subject to approval of the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters; and

4. Provide that, after July 1, 2006, the authority may not employ any person or hire any consultants or others,
but that, instead, on and after that date, the Department of Transportation shall provide all persons,
consultants and others as the authority and the department jointly determine necessary to carry ouf the
purposes of the authority.

LD 1280 Resolve, To Name the New Augusta Bridge RESOLVE 22
Sponsor(s) Commmittee Report Amendments Adopted
LERMAN OTP
MITCHELL

LD 1280 proposed to establish the Augusta Bridge Naming Committee, composed of the Augusta legislative
delegation, the mayor and 3 city councilors of Augusta and a resident of Kennebec County. It would require the
committee to propose a name for the new Augusta bridge that crosses the Kennebec River north of the Father
Curran Bridge to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation no later than December 7, 2005.

Enacted law summary .

Resolve 2005, chapter 22 establishes the Augusta Bridge Naming Committee, composed of the Augusta .-
legislative delegation, the mayor and 3 city councilors of Augusta and a resident of Kennebec County. The law
requires the committee to propose a name for the new Augusta bridge that crosses the Kennebec River north of
the Father Curran Bridge to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation no later than December 7, 2005.
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LD 1333 Resolve, To Require the Department of Transportation To ONTP
Improve Highway Signs in the Greater Augusta Area

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SAVAGE ONTP

LD 1333 proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to consult with greater Augusta industries and the
Kennebec Valley Chamber of Commerce and erect directional signs to assist drivers to determine the best routes
available to business services and the best routes available to Augusta from the coast and to the coast from
Augusta.

LD 1337 An Act To Allow Firefighters and Emergency Service Personnel PUBLIC 167
To Direct Traffic
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
NASSR OTP-AM S-167

LD 1337 proposed to create the position of "public safety official" and authorize this position to control traffic in
emergency situations. It also proposed to provide that failure to comply with the directions of a public safety
official commits an traffic infraction for which the registered owner of the vehicle is responsible unless proven
otherwise.

Committee Amendment "A" (8-167) proposed to replace the bill and would authorize municipal and volunteer
firefighters and emergency medical services personnel to direct traffic at or reroute traffic around an emergency
scene or training operation if the firefighters or emergency medical service personnel are trained in traffic
direction and designated as public safety traffic flaggers by the chief official of the fire department or the
emergency medical service. It also proposed to create 2 new traffic infractions, one for the operator failing to
obey a public safety traffic flagger and the other for the registered owner of a vehicle involved in such an
incident,

Enacted law sumnia_ry o

Public Law 2005, chapter 167 authorizes municipal and volunteer firefighters and emergency medical services
personnel to direct traffic at or reroute traffic around an emergency scene or training operation if the firefighters
or emergency medical service personnel are trained in traffic direction and designated as public. safety traffic
flaggers by the chief official of the fire department or the emergency medical service. The law also creates 2 new
traffic infractions, one for the operator failing to obey a public safety traffic ﬂagger aﬂd the other for the
registered owner of a vehicle involved in such an incident.
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1D 1341 An Act To Amend the Motor Vehicle Laws PUBLIC 314
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DAMON OTP-AM S-255
MARLEY

LD 1341 proposed to amend the motor vehicle laws as follows:

1.

10.

11

12.

It proposed to amend the definition of altered vehicle by deleting the language limiting altered vehicles to
those motor vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less.

It proposed to amend the definition of an antigue velacle so that an antique vehicle cannot be an altered
vehicle.

It proposed to expand the partial inspection requirements for a farm truck to include safety glass.

It proposed to expand the partial inspection requirements for a fish truck to include safety glass and tires.

It proposed to repeal language that establishes a fee and standards for modified show vehicles.

It proposed to insert language that was inadvertently repealed during the First Regular Session of the 121st
Legislature making it a traffic infraction to operate a motor vehicle for the first 90 days with an expired
Maine Heense.

It proposed to require that vehicles registered in this State displaying a valid certificate of inspection from
another state be inspected one year after the date of that inspection rather than by the certificate's inspection
date.

It proposed to amend the commercial motor vehicle inspection requirements.

It proposed to require trailers and semnitrailers to be equipped with 2 rear lights.

It proposed to allow for an exception to the speed rating requirements for tires.

. It proposed to repeal language requiring the Chief of State Police to maintain a paper record of each

commercial vehicle stopped and required to be weighed.

It proposed to require overwidth mowers and light farm vehicles and equipment moving on a highway at
night to display clearance lights or reflectors.

Committee Amendment "A" (8-255) proposed to do the following.

1.

2.

It proposed to remove language that amends the definition of altered vehicle to include motor vehicles with a
gross vehicle weight of 10,000 pounds or more.

It proposed to remove language that amends the commercial motor vehicle inspection requirements.
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It proposed to remove language that allows for an exception to the speed and load rating requirements for
tires.

4. Tt proposed to clarify that a person who is served with a Violation Summons and Complaint for operating a
motor vehicle with an inadequate or amplified muffier or exhaust system must provide satisfactory evidence
that the muffler or exhaust system does not emit a noise in excess of 95 decibels.

5. It proposed to remove language that requires a vehicle used for plowing snow on private ways to be equipped
with and use a rotary flashing light when entering a public way while engaged in a plowing activity.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005 chapter 314 amends the motor .V.ehie}e laws as foilows: -

1.

2.

: It amends the deﬁmt]on of an anthue veh;cle 50 that an ant;que Vehlele cannot be an aitered Vehlcle
.'It expands the part1a1 1nspeet10n requlrements for a farm tmck to 1nclude safety glass

o expands the partlal mspection requlrements for a ﬁsh truck to mc]ude safety glass and tlres

:It repea]s language that estabhshes a fee and standards for modlﬁed show vehlcles |

It 1nserts 1anguage that was madvertently repealed durmg the F irst Regular Sess;on of the 121st Leglslature L
: maklng it a traffic mfractlon fo operate a rnotor vehlcie for the ﬁrst 90 days w1th an explred Ma:ne hcense

It requn*es that vehicles reglstered n thls State chsplaymg a vaild certlﬁcate of mspectlon from another state :

i be mspected one year after the clate of that mspeetlon rather than by the certlfieate s mspectlon date

10,

It requu'es trallers and semltrailers to be equlpped w1th 2 rear llghts

It repeals language requiring the Chlef of State Pohoe to malntam a paper record of each commerc;ai vehicle '
stopped and requ1red to be welghed e : : : :

It requlres 0verw1dth mowers and 11ght farm veh1cles and equ;pment movmg ona highway at n1ght to dlsplay '
_clearance hghts or reflectors. : - -

It clarifies that a person who is served w1th a Vlolatlon Summons and Complaint for operating a motor

. vehicle with an inadequate or amplified muffler or exhaust system must provide satisfactory ev1dence that the

11.

mufﬂer or exhaust system does not emlt a n01se in excess of 95 deezbels

-It_remo_ves language that requires a.vehi_cie_ _used for plowing snow.on priva'te ways to be equipped with and

use a rotary flashing light when entering a public way while engaged in a plowing activity.
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ED 1363 An Act To Make Supplemental Highway Allocations for the PUBLIC 405

Expenditures of State Government and To Change Provisions of EMERGENCY
the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government
for the Fiscal Years Ending June 38, 2006 and June 30, 2007

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARLEY OTP-AM H-663
DAMON

LD 1363 proposed to do the following:

Part A proposed to make supplemental allocations for fiscal years 2005-06 and 2006-07.

Part B proposed to make allocations of funds for approved reclassifications and range changes.

Part C proposed to make the following changes to Department of Transportation programs;

e

7.

It would eliminate the Collector Road Improvement Fund.

It would authorize the transfer of any remaining Highway Fund balances in the Collector Road Program at
the end of fiscal year 2004-05 to the Highway and Bridge Improvement program as a result of merging the
Collector Road Program into the Highway and Bridge Improvement program.

It would authorize the transfer of any remaining Highway Fund balances in the Traffic Services program and
the Bridge Maintenance program at the end of fiscal year 2004-05 to the Highway Maintenance program as a
result of merging the Traffic Services program and Bridge Maintenance program into the Highway
Maintenance program.

It would change the name of the Motor Transport Services program to Fleet Services.

It would change the name of the Highway Maintenance program to Maintenance and Operations.

It would change the name of the Administration and Planning program to Administration.

It would change the name of the Transportation Services program to Public Transportation.

Part D proposed to provide for a Maine National Guard specialty license plate.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-663) replaced the bill and proposed to do the following:

Part A proposed to make allocations of funds.

Part B proposed to make allocations for approved reclassifications and range changes.

Part C proposed to make various statutory changes necessary to complete a financial reorganization of the
Department of Transportation.
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Part D proposed to make changes to accomplish range changes for the Chief of the State Police and Deputy Chief
of the State Police.

Part E proposed to deallocate funds for the Department of Transportation.

Part F proposed to authorize the transfer of the unallocated balance of the Highway Fund at the end of fiscal year
2004-05 to the Department of Transportation for capital program needs.

Part G proposed to expand the use of the state infrastructure bank within the Department of Transportation to
allow revolving loans to be made to state agencies, quasi-state government agencies and public and private utility
districts.

Part H proposed to establish the funding ratio for the radio network debt service in fiscal year 2007-08.

Part I proposed to establish a certain amount of nonlapsing funds for the Department of the Secretary of State,
Burean of Motor Vehicles at the end of fiscal year 2004-05 and allows the transfer of those funds from Personal
Services to All Other.

Part J proposed to allocate funds for the Department of Transportation crew reclassification.

Part K proposed to establish that the City of Portland is required to designate a light rail commuter corridor,

Part L proposed to deallocate funds for the State Police program within the Department of Public Safety,

Part M proposed to allocate funds for the Department of Administrative and Financial Services and the
Department of Transportation.

Part N proposed to establish that a sportsman registration plate may not be issued until certain financial
requirements are met.

Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (8-364) proposed to repeal the laws that provide for
the adjustment for inflation of the excise tax on internal combustion engine fuel and distillates effective January
1, 2007. This amendment was not adopted.

Enacted law summary -

Public Law 2005, chapter 405 does the followmg

Part A makes allocations of funds

Part B makes allocatlons for approved reclasmﬁcatlons and range. changes

Part C makes various statutory changes necessary to complete a ﬁnanmal reorgamzatlon of the Department of
Transportatlon :

Part D makes changes to accomplish range changes for the Chief of the State Police and Deputy Chief of the
State Police.
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Part E deallocates ﬁmds for the Department of Transportanon SIPI I

Part F author1zes the transfer of the unallocated balance of the I—nghway Fund at the end of ﬁscal year 2004 05 to.
the Department of Transportation for cap1tal program needs, - :

Part G expands the use of the state mfrastructure bank within the Department of Transportatlon to allow
revolving loans to be made to state agencxes quas1~state govemment agenmes and pubhc and prwate utlhty
districts. : : :

Part H establishes the funding ratio for the radio network debt service in fiscal year 2007-08. -

Part I establishes a certain amount of nonlapsing funds for the Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of
Motor Vehicles at the end of fiscal year 2004 05 and allows the transfer of those funds from Persona] Serv1ces to
All Other _ ' - : '

Part J allocates funds for the Department of Transportatwn crew. reclass1ficat10n
Part K establishes that the C1ty of Portland is requlred to des1gnate a light ra1l commuter corrldor :
Part L deallocates funds for the State Pollce program w1th1n the Department of Pubhc Safety

Part M allocates funds for the Department of Admmlstrattve and F :nancia] Servwes and the Department of
Transpoztatlon R T . _ SR IR :

Part N estabhshes that a sportsman registration plate may not be issued until certain financial requirements are - -
met. S ST T e e e T T el e T R T e

Public Law 2005, chapter 405 was enacied as an emergency measure effective J une 17,2005.

LD 1396 An Act To Create a Specialty License Plate for Members of the CARRIED OVER
Maine National Guard

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PLOWMAN

LD 1396 proposes to authorize the issuance of a special registration plate for past and present members of the
Maine National Guard that will help fund the Maine Military Family Relief Fund.

This bill was carried over by HLP. 1203 to any special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.
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LD 1429 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Size, Placement and ONTP
Use of Certain On-premises Signs

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
LERMAN ONTP

LD 1429 proposed to change the placement, size and height restrictions on certain freestanding, on-premise signs
viewed from a conirolled highway. This bill also proposed to eliminate restrictions on changeable signs.

LD 1430 An Act To Establish Special License Plates To Honor Maine CARRIED OVER
Residents Serving Overseas

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PILON

SULLIVAN

LD 1430 proposes to authorize the issuance of a special registration plate for any service member in Maine who
has served on or after September 11, 2001 that will help fund a special fund to assist family members of those
serving overseas. The bill also proposes to authorize the issuance of a second special registration plate for those
supporting our troops, with funds also going to a special fund to assist family members of those serving overseas.

The bill further proposes to direct the Secretary of State to copyright the design of these plates and offer the
designs to other states for a fee.

This bill was carried over by H.P. 1203 to any special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.

LD 1453 Resolve, To Improve Public Safety, Enhance Local Communities ONTP
and Reduce Transportation Expenses

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PIOTTI ONTP
WESTON

LD 1453 proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to establish a committee within the department to

develop a management plan for heavyweight trucks traveling on Maine roads north of Augusta due to the 80,0060-
pound weight limit on Interstate 95.
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LD 1463 An Act To Amend the Motor Vehicle Laws PUBLIC 433
EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARLEY OTP-AM H-600
DAMON

LD 1463 proposed to de the following:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Make technical changes to the Medical Advisory Board;

Clarify that the definition of "immediate family member" includes stepgrandparent, stepbrother, stepsister
and stepchild;

Eliminate the current reactivation fee of $10 for registrants who voluntarily surrender or cancel their vehicle
regisirations;

Require that registrants under the 8-year and 12-year semipermanent registration program register a minimum
of 5 trailers;

Allow for the issuance of vanity firefighter plates and clarify the definition of eligible individuals;

Make violation of the vehicle title bond requirements under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, section
659 a traffic infraction in conformance with the definition and penalty applied for such infractions by the
courts;

Exempt vehicles that are not self-propelled and vehicles 10 years or older from the requirement that the
vehicle’s odometer reading be disclosed at the time the vehicle is transferred to maintain consistency with

federal law;

Exempt vehicle dealers that primarily sell vehicles more than 15 years old from selling more than one vehicle
per month in order to qualify for renewal of dealer plates;

Exempt a vehicle dealer from state dealer lcensing requirements if the dealer is licensed by another
jurisdiction and sells vehicles only to licensed dealers in Maine;

Require that all vehicles that have service vehicle plates attached to have the name of the licensed dealership
on the sides of the vehicle;

Change odometer fraud from a Class D to a Class C crime;

Make operating a motor vehicle on Pickerel Pond a traffic infraction to maintain consistency in the
designation of offenses in the motor vehicle laws;

Amend the definition of "school bus" to ensure that Maine is in conformance with federal law; and
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Allow the Secretary of State to suspend a registration if the registrant fails to provide information on the
registration application as required under Title 29-A, section 401.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-600) proposed to do the following:

1.

2.

10.

11.

Add an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill;

Remove language from the bill that requires registrants under the 8-year and 12-year semipermanent
registration program to register a minimum of 5 trailers;

Remove language from the bill that would allow the issuance of vanity firefighter plates;

Clarify that the definition of "school bus" does not include a private school activity bus;

Expand insurance fraud reporting immunity protection to state law enforcement officers;

Authorize the Secretary of State to issue special commemorative decals for use with special veterans
registration plates to applicants awarded the Korea Defense Service Medal, the Global War on Terrorism
Medal, the Iraq Campaign Meda! and the Afghanistan Campaign Medal;

Require the State to comply with applicable federal laws governing commercial driver's licenses;

Require a person electing to pay a driver's license reinstatement fee electronically to pay the fee associated
with the electronic transmittal;

Authorize the Secretary of State to provide a copy of a driving history covering more than 3 years for a fee of
510;

Create fines for a new resident who fails to register a motor vehicle within 30 days of establishing residency;

Prohibit a person with a juvenile provisional license from operating a motor vehicle with any amount of
alcohol in the blood;

12. Define "access aisle" and prohibits a person from parking in the access aisle; and

13.

Clarify that a vehicle operating under the provisions of an overweight permit is not subject to the tire width
requirement of 600 pounds per inch of tire width.

Ena__cigd law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 433 does the following:

1.

2.

It makes technical changes to the Medical Advisory Board_; e

It clarifies that the definition of "immediate family member" includes stepgrandparent, stepbrother, stepsister
and stepchild; : S o
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:' 'It eliminates the current $10 reactlvatlon fee for re glstrants who voluntarliy surrender or cancel thelr vehicle '

. reglstratrons E

Tt rnakes a v1olatron of the vehlcle title bond requlrements under the. Marne Revised Statutes Title 29-A,

~’section 659 a traffic mfractlon in conformance w1th the deﬁmtlon and penalty apphed for snch mfractlons by

the courts;

' It exernpts vehicles that are not self-propelled and vehicles 10 years or older from the requirement that the
‘vehicle’s odometer reading be disclosed at the time the veh1cle is transferred to maintain consistency with

federal law;

.- 1t exempts vehicle dealers that primarily sell vehicles more than IS years old from selhng more than one

" wvehicle per month in order to qualify for renewal of deaier p}ates

It exempts a ve}ncie dealer from state dealer licensing reqmrements if the dealer is licensed by another

; jllE‘lSdlCthIl and seils vehrcles ‘only to licensed dealers in Mame

- It requlres that all vehlcles that have service vehicle plates attached to have the name of the lrcensed

e dea1ersh1p on the s1des of the vehicle;

10,

' It changes odometer f_raud froma ClassDtoa Class C crime'

It makes operatrng a motor vehicle on Pickerel Pond a trafﬁc mfraction to rnalntam conSIStency inthe -~

des:gnatron of offenses mn the motor vehrcie laws

11.

T amends the definition of "school bus" to ensure that Mame isin conformance wrth federal law, while

.' cianfymg that the deﬁm‘uon of "school bus" does not mclude a prrvate school actrvrty bus

12.
'_reglstratron appllcation as requned under Title 29-A, sectlon 401

13

14. ]
15.
16.
17.

18.

It aliows the Secretary of State to suspend a registration 1f the regtstrant falis to provrde 1nformatron onthe -

. It .expands_ 1ns_ura_nce_ fraud_ r_eportl_ng lnnnur_nty prote_ctlon to _s_tat__e_ i_aw enfochn_lent of_ﬁcers;

It euthoriz'es the Secretary of State to issue special commemorative decals for use with special veterans
registration plates to applicants awarded the Korea Defense Service Medal, the Global War on Terrorism
Medal, the Iraq Campa1gn Medal and the Afghamstan Campalgn Medal,

R requrres the State to comply with applicable federal laws govemmg commercral drlver s licenses;

It requires a person electmg to pay a driver's hcense relnstatement fee electromcally to pay the fee assocrated _

-_w1th the electroruc transmrttal

It authonzes the Secretary of State to provide a copy of a drrvmg hlstory cover:ng more than 3 years for a fee

_of$10

It creates fines for a new resident who fails to register a motor vehicle within 30 days of establishing
residency;
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19. It prohibits a person with a _;uvemle prov1s1onal license ﬁom operatmg a motor vehlc]e w1th any amount of
o alcohoi in the blood : S . _

20. It deﬁnes "access alsle and prohlblts a person from parkmg m the access a1s]e and

21 It clarlﬁes that a vehicle operatmg under the provisions of an overwelght permlt 1s not subJ ect to the tu'e :
"w1d’£h requxrement of 600 pouuds per 1nch of tire w1dth -

Pubhc Law 2005, chapter 433 was enacted as an emergency measure effective June 23, 2005.

LD 1464 An Act To Amend the Laws Relating to Motorized Scooters, CARRIED OVER
Motor-driven Cycles and Mopeds

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SAMPSON H-626
SAVAGE

1D 1464 proposes to amend current law regarding 2-wheeled and 3-wheeled vehicles and off-road vehicles as
foHows:

1. It amends the definition of "moped" by establishing criteria for wheel number and size and electric-powered
motors;

2. Itrepeals the definition of "motorcycle" and replaces it with a definition that establishes criteria for wheels
and electric-powered motors;

3. Itrepeals the definition of "motor-driven cycles";

4. It amends the definition of "motorized scooter" by establishing criteria for wheel number and size and
electric-powered motors;

5. It defines the term "off-road vehicle" an prohibits the operation of an off-road vehicle on a public way unless
operation is authorized by statute;

6. It amends the definition of "scooter" by excluding scooters that are powered by motors;

7. It enacts a provision that off-road vehicles may not be registered under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-
A

8. Tiremoves references in Title 29-A to motor-driven cycles;

9. It elirunates the requirement that businesses that sell motor-driven cycles be licensed as motor vehicle
dealers;

10. It removes a reference to motorized scooter under vehicles that are regulated as bicycles or toy vehicles;
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11. It establishes a provision to treat off-road vehicles operated on ways the same as all-terrain vehicles operated
on ways; and

12. It establishes a provision to make it a traffic infraction to operate an off-road vehicle on a public way or
parking area.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-626) proposes to amend the definitions of "motorcycle" and "moped" to
include criteria for wheel size and electric powered motors. It also proposes to clarify that the definition of a
motor vehicle does not include an all-terrain vehicle unless the all-terrain vehicle is issued a special registration
permit in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, section 501. It further proposes to clarify that
an all-terrain vehicle is not subject to licensing provisions under Title 29-A, chapter 11 unless the all-terrain
vehicle is issued a special registration permit in accordance with Title 29-A, section 501.

This bill was carried over by H.P. 1203 to any special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.

LD 1544 An Act To Exempt Vehicles Hanling Eqauipment Used for Timber ONTP
Harvesting from Certain Restrictions Posted on Roads

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
JACKSON ONTP
BRYANTB

LD 1544 proposed to exempt vehicles used in Aroostook County, Piscataquis County, Somerset County,
Washington County, Oxford County and Franklin County for the trucking of equipment used in timber harvesting
operations from restrictions placed on roads concerning weight, speed, operation and equipment on weekends
during the months of June through August.

LD 1571 An Act To Allow Certain Medifications of Motor Vehicles PURBLIC 276
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
COLLINS OTP-AM H-457
DOW

LD 1571 proposed to provide that a vehicle with or without antilock brakes may be modified, including the
installation of larger tires, with proof of an electronic control module or electronic control unit reprogramming or
recalibration, when applicable. This bill also proposed to permit the installation of vehicle-specific engineered
systems and components.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-457) replaced the bill and proposed to provide that a motor vehicle may be
modified, inctuding the suspension and tires.
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Enacted law summeijf SR

Pubhc Law 2005 chapter 276 pr0v1des that a motor vehlele may be mod1ﬁed 1nclud1ng the suspensmn and tires.
The law also ciarlﬁes that a motor vehicle may not be operated on a pubhc way or recetve a certificate of =
inspection with a frame end helght lower than the vehicle was originally manufactured if originally manufactured
to be less than 10 inches,

LD 1576 An Act To Amend the Motor Vehicle Laws Relating to the PUBLIC 234
Assignment of Security Interests EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SAVAGE OTP-AM S-185

LD 1576 proposed to provide an exemption to the requirements that a lienholder who assigns a security interest
in & motor vehicle must notify the Secretary of State and have a certificate of title issued with the assignee named
as lienholder for a lienholder who assigns a security interest if the lienholder retains the obligation to perform
servicing functions in connection with the security interest.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-185) proposed to clarify that the definition of "servicing functions" includes
the requirement that the lienholder named on the title retain possession of the title certificate.

Enacted law sumniary. )

Publtc Law 2005 chapter 234 prov1des an exemptlon to the requ1rements that a henholder who assigns a securlty
interest in a motor vehicle must notify the Secretary of State and have a certificate of title issued with the - _
assignee named as lienholder for a henhoider who assigns a security interest if the henhol&er retains the L

obhgation to. perform serv1cmg functlons in connectlon with the securtty mterest T

Pubhc Law 2005, chapter 234 was enacted as an emergency measure effectlve May 25 2005

LD 1583 Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To RESOLVE 48
Strengthen Guardrails on Oid County Road in Rockland and
Thomaston
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MAZUREK OTP
SAVAGE

LD 1583 proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to inspect the guardrails on Old County Road in
Rockland and Thomaston and to take action necessary to ensure they meet current safety standards.
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Enacted law summaty
Resoive 2005, chapter 48 dlrects the Department of Transportation to mspect the guardraﬂs on Old County Road

in Rockland and Thomaston and to take action necessary to ensure they meet current safety standards.

LD 1623 An Act To Require the Inspection of All Commercial Trailers at ONTP
Time of Sale

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ROTUNDO ONTP
MARILEY

LD 1623 proposed to require that at the time of purchase a trailer or semitrailer must have a valid inspection
sticker, or the buyer must be given notice by the seller that the trailer or semitrailer needs to be inspected.

LD 1650 An Act To Provide Property Tax Relief by Requiring the State To ONTP
Maintain and Repair All Bridges in Maine

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
THOMAS QONTP MAJ
PLOWMAN OTP MIN

LD 1650 proposed to require the State to construct, improve and maintain all bridges in Maine, regardless of the
size of the bridge or whether the bridge is located on a state, state aid or local road.

LD 1662 An Act To Amend the Law Governing the Department of PUBLIC 313
Transportation's Contracting Authority

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARLEY OTP
DAMON

LD 1662 proposed to clarify the Department of Transportation's authority to procure and let contracts for
transportation-related services and contracts for construction and maintenance. It would clarify that the
department may let contracts relating to all modes of transportation and confirm that the department may
purchase supplies, materials and equipment necessary for project-specific maintenance activities. The bill also
proposed to confirm that the department may maintain qualifications and performance data for consultants and
may prequalify bidders.
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Enacted law summaty '

Public Law 2005, chapter 313 clarrﬁes the Department of Transportatlon s authorrty to procure and let contracts
for transportation-related services and contracts for construction and maintenance. - It clarifies that the department.

may let contracts relating to all modes of transportation and confirms that the department may purchas_e_supphes
materials and equipment necessary for project-specific maintenance activities. This law also confirms that the
department may maintain qualifications and performance data for consultants and may prequalify bidders. -~
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Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy

LD 26 An Act To Autherize a General Fund Bond Issue for Stranded ONTP
Costs of Transmission and Distribution Utilities

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FISCHER ONTP

LD 26 proposed a bond issue in the amount of $1,088,750,000 to be used to pay transmission and distribution
utility stranded costs. Stranded costs are the costs of investor-owned utilities that were made unrecoverable as a
result of the restructuring of the electric industry. The costs include, among other things, long-term energy
contracts, the prices of which exceed market prices. Currently, investor-owned transmission and distribution
utilities are provided a reasonable opportunity over time to recover these costs through rates.

LD 46 An Act To Require Permission of Customers before a Phone ONT?P
Company Can Bill Retroactively

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
TRAHAN QNTP

LD 46 proposed to prohibit 4 telephone utility from retroactively billing a customer without the customer's
permission.

LD 94 An Act To Allow Administrative Penalties Imposed by the Public PUBLIC 432
Utilities Commission Te Be Applied To Benefit Customers

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BARTLETT OTP-AM S-18
BLISS

LD 94 proposed to permit the Public Utilities Commission to use administrative penalties collected by the
commiission 1n excess of $100,000, net of the commission’s expenses, to credit the bills of customers affected by
the violation. Currently, all administrative penalties imposed and collected by the Public Utilities Commission
are deposited in the Public Utilities Commission Reimbursement Fund and used to defray unbudgeted and
incidental commission expenses. Any excess is forwarded to the General Fund.

Committee Amendment "A'" (S-18) proposed to replace the bill. The amendment proposed to authorize the
Public Utilities Commission to apply administrative penalties imposed by the commission in a manmer that
benefits those customers affected or potentially affected by the violations. If the commission determined this
application of the amount to be impractical or unreasonable, commission wouid be authorized to apply the
amount in a manner that would benefit the class or group of customers affected or potentially affected by the
violation. The commission would be authorized to apply the amounts in the form of a direct payment or credit to
the customers or group or class of customers affected or potentially affected by the violation. The commission
would also be authorized to apply the penalties to supplement programs or funds that the commission determines
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would benefit customers affected or potentially affected by the violation. The amendment proposed to require
that any amounts applied to supplement an existing program or fund not result in a reduction in other funding
provided for the program or fund unless the reduction were outside the commission's control, the commission
found application of the penalty to the fund or program was the most appropriate use of the penalty, and the net
effect would be an increase in total funding available to the program or fund.

Enacted law Sﬁmmmy

Public Law 2005, chapter 432 authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to apply administrative penalties it
collects in a manner that benefits those customers affected or potentially affected by the violations. If the
commission determines this application of the amount to be impractical or unreasonable, it may apply the amount
in a manner that benefits the class or group of customers affected or potentially affected by the violation. The
commission may apply the amounts in the form of a direct payment or credit to the customers or group or cIass of
customers affected or potentially affected by the violation or to supplement programs or funds that the _
commission determines wounld benefit customers affected or potentially affected by the violation. Any amounts -
applied to supplement an existing program or fund may not result in a reduction in other funding provided for the
program or Tund unless the reduction is outside the commission's control, the commission finds that application
of the penalty amount to the fund or program is the most appropriate use of the penalty, and the net effect will be -
an increase in total funding available to the program or fund. -

LD 125 An Act To AHow Timothy Gousse To Purchase Water from the ONT?P
Gardiner Water District

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MILLER ONTP
COWGER

LD 125 proposed to authorize Timothy Gousse of the Town of Chelsea to petition for and receive water service
from the Gardiner Water District.

LD 205 An Act Providing for Regulation of the Cable Television Industry CARRIED OVER
by the Public Utilities Commission

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
GERZOFSKY
EDMONDS

LD 205 proposed to subject basic tier service rates and services of cable systems to regulation by the Public
Utilities Commission. The bill also proposed to establish hearing and complaint procedures for rate increases or
product or service changes by a cable system operator and to direct the Public Utilities Commission, on petition
of 25 or more customers, to petition the Federal Communications Commission to address any rate increases or
changes the Public Utilities Commission found to be unreasonable.

This bill was carried over by H.P. 1203 to the next special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.
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LD 207 An Act To Require Electric Utilities To Permit Customers To Pay CARRIED OVER
Electric Utility Bills in Their Communities

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
TWOMEY
BRYANT B

LD 207 proposed to direct the Public Utilities Commission to ensure that residential customers have the option of
paying their electric bills at local, easily accessible and convenient locations such as shopping centers.

This bill was carried over by H.P. 1203 to the next special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.

LD 230 An Act Establishing a Role for the Public Advocate in Promoting PUBLIC 248
Railroad Service Quality

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HOTHAM OTP-AM H-182
SAVAGE S-188 DAMON

LD 230 proposed to authorize the Public Advocate to initiate and intervene or appear in proceedings before state
and federal agencies and courts on behalf of customers of a railroad,

Committee Amendment "A'" (H-182) proposed to replace the bill. It proposed to direct the Public Advocate to
seek to promote and enhance railroad freight service quality. The amendment proposed:

1. To direct the Public Advocate to collect data on the quality of railroad freight service in this State, to
organize that data in accordance with a performance matrix developed in consultation with the Department of
Transportation and shippers and to provide to the Department of Transportation regular reports on the quality
of railroad freight service;

2. To authorize the Public Advocate:

A. To provide information to federal, regional or state agencies, groups or organizations;
B. To provide advice and assistance to shippers;
C. With the consent of the parties, to facilitate or mediate railroad freight service disputes; and

D. To take any other appropriate actions consistent with the purposes of this legisiation;

3. To provide for confidential treatment of the identity of shippers who provide service quality information to
the Public Advocate;

4. To provide $20,000 each year from the railroad excise tax to fund these activities of the Public Advocate;
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5. Toreqguire the Public Advocate to report annually to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy
with regard to activities taken under this legislation and recommendations for any modifications to the
legislation, including funding levels;

6. To repeal all these provisions 90 days after the adjournment of the Second Regular Session of the 1231rd
Legislature but to authorize the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy to report out legislation in
that session regarding the subject matter of this legislation; and

7. To authorize the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy to report out legislation concerning
railroad freight service to the Second Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature.

Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (8-188) proposed to amend the committee
amendment to require the Public Advocate to make the Advocate’s annual report on the subject matter of the
legislation to both the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy and the Joint Standing Committee on
Transportation. The amendment proposed to remove the authority of the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities
and Energy to report out legislation on railroad service quality and to replace it with authorization for the Joint
Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy and the Joint Standing Conunittee on Transportation jointly to report
out legislation concerning railroad freight service to the Second Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature and the
Second Regular Session of the 123rd Legislature.

Enacted Iaw summary

Pubhc Law 2005, chapter 248 drrects the Pubhc Advocate fo seek to promote and enhance railroad frelght service
quallty lt accomphshes the following: EREIPRE SRR

1. -_.'Dlrects the Public Advocate to collect data on the quahty of ra1lroad freight service in thls State to orgamze :
- “that data in accordance with a performance matrix developed in consultation with the Department of -
- Transportation and shippers and to prov1de to the Department of Transportation reguiar reports on the quality_
_ _of ra1lroad freight service, R ; . _ _ _

2. Authorrzes the Public Advocate to prov1de 1nformat1on to federal regaonal or state agencles groups or.
' " organizations; to provide advice and assistance to shippers; with the consent of the parties, to facﬂltate or .
- 'mediate railroad freight service drsputes and to take any other appropr;ate actions consmtent w1th tile =
: purposes of this legislation; : - : : : '

3. Prov1des for confidential treatment of the 1dent1ty of shlppers who provide service quahty lnformatlon to the
- Public Advocate; _ .

4. -Provides $20,000 each year from the railroad excise tax to fund thesc activities of the Public Advocate;-'
5. 'Requires the Public Advocate to report annuaily to the Utlhtles and Energy Committee and the _ -
- Transportation Committee with regard to activities taken under this leglslation and recommendatlons for any
modifications to the legislation, including fundmg Ievels ' = : '
6. RepeaIs all the provisions 90 days after the ad;eurnment of the Second Regular Session of the 123rd -

Legislature but authorizes the Utilities and Energy Committee and the Transportation Commrttee Jomtly to
* report out legislation in that session regarding the subject matter of this legislation; and -
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7. Authorizes the Utilities and Energy Comimittee and the Transportation Committee jointly to report out = * -
ieglsiatlon concemmg railroad fre1ght servme to the Second Regular Sessmn of thc 122nd Leglslature : SR

The bill as amended was rev;ewed and evaiuated by the Joint Standmg Comm;ttee on Jud1c1ary pursuant to the
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 1, section 434 which requires review and evaluatlon of new exceptlons tolaws .
governing public records.

LD 244 An Act To Standardize Water Lien Provisions PUBLIC 7
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
RICHARDSONE OoTP
DAVISP

LD 244 proposed to expand current law with regard to the collection of unpaid water utility rates. Currently,
water districts created by private and special law have a lien on property served by the district to secure payment
of unpaid rates. This bill proposed to provide that all consumer-owned water utilities, which includes municipal
water departments, have such Hens.

The bill proposed to preserve current law that provides that when a landlord has applied for and is granted water
utility service to a multiunit residential rental property, a water utility, which includes any private water
company, public water district, or municipal water department, has a lien on the property and on any interest the
landlord has in the multiunit residential rental property to secure payment for the water utility's service to that

property.
Enacted law summary

Publ:c Law 2005, chapter 7 expands current law w1th regard to the coiiectron of unpard water utlhty rates. :
Currently, water districts created by private and special law have alien on property served by the district to g
secure payment of unpaid rates. Public Law 2005, chapter 7 prov1des that a}l consumer-owncd water ut1ht1es
whlch mciudes mumcipal water departments have such hens - :

Pubhc Law 2005, chapter 7 preserves current law that pr0v1des that when a iand]ord has apphed for and 18
granted water utility service to a multiunit residential rental property, a water utility, which includes any prwate ;
water company or public water district or mu_mc:lpal water department, has a lien on the property and on any .
interest the landlord has in the multiunit residential rental property to secure payment for the water utility's
service to that property. '
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LD 276 An Act To Provide Fair and Equitable Local Calling Service for ONTP
the People of the State
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
COURTNEY ONTP
NASSJ

LD 276 proposed to require the commission to amend its basic service calling area rule to provide a flat-rate-
unlimited-calling area option that includes both contiguous exchanges and abutting municipalities. The current
Public Utilities Commission rule regarding basic service calling areas requires eligible local exchange carriers to
provide a flat-rate-unlimited-calling area option that includes contiguous exchanges.

LD 289 An Act To Protect Consumers and To Modernize Heating Oil PUBLIC 91
Rules and Reporting Requirements

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
RINES OTP-AM H-139
BARTLETT

LD 289 proposed to repeal a provision of law requiring the State Planning Office (SPO) annually to report to the
Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy on statewide storage inventories of petroleum products. The
bill did not propose to affect the requirement that petrolenm storage facility owners report inventories to the SPO.
It also proposed to expand the SPO's duty to report an projected shortfalls of pefroleum products to include
projected shortfalls of kerosene, The bill also proposed to repeal a section of law establishing the State's
petroleum set-aside system.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-139) proposed to require SPO to provide, on request, to the Joint Standing
Committee on Utilities and Energy, a report on inventories, deliveries, curtailments, shortfalls or other matters
relating to the availability of petroleum products in this State.

Enucted law summmy

Pubhc Law 2005, chapter 91 repeals the requirement that the State Plannmg Ofﬁce report annualiy to the
Legislature on statewide storage inventories of petrolenm prod_ucts it requires the State Planning Office to
pfoVide, on request, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and

energy matters a report on inventories, deliveries, curtailments, shortfalls or other matters relating to the
availability of petroleum products in this State. It expands the State Planning Office's duty to report on projected
shortfalls of certain fuels by requiring reports on projected shortfalls of kerosene It repeals the section of law
establishing the State's petroleum set-aside system.
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LD 312 An Act To Create a Manuafacturing Energy Policy for Maine ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FLETCHER ONTP

1.D 312 was a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. Conceptually the bill proposed the creation of a
manufacturing energy policy to support and promote Maine’s manufacturing industry. The bill proposed goals of
reducing the cost of energy and of utility service, endorsing cogeneration as the State's primary energy efficiency
strategy, promoting distributed generation, encouraging conservation and renewable energy where they can
reduce the cost of energy or enhance economic development, pursuing elimination of electricity transmission
constraints, protecting minimum interconnection standards for generating units, and supporting development of
alternative freight transportation.

Related issues were presented in LD 812.

The committee requested that Office of the Governor form a stakeholder group to examine the issues raised by
this bilt and LD 812.

LD 327 An Act To Implement Energy Conservation Standards for ONTP
Affordable Housing
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
EDER ONTP

LD 327 proposed to require that the primary consideration by the Maine State Housing Authority in the
determination of affordable housing be the sum of mortgage and energy costs. This bill proposed to require that
affordable housing programs funded in whole or in part by the State give priority to buildings with the lowest
sum of mortgage and energy expenses. This bill proposed to require affordable housing construction programs
funded in whole or in part by the State to use the highest energy conservation construction standards for new
housing.

The Maine State Housing Authority is currently developing rules related to this matter.

LD 330 An Act To Protect Utility Customers from Imprudently Incnrred ONTP
Costs
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BLISS ONTP

LD 330 proposed to address a specific circumstance: a Federal Energy Regulatory Commission {(FERC)
wholesale rate determination “for a utility’s ownership interest under a joint ownership agreement.” The bill
proposed to require that if FERC in this context found costs to be imprudent and excluded them from wholesale
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rates, this would settle the matter with respect to recovery of those costs in retail rates: the Public Utilities
Commission would be directed to exclude recovery of those costs in the utility’s retail rates.

LD 331 An Act To Improve the Operation of Underground Damage PUBLIC 334
Prevention Procedures

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BLISS OTP-AM H-558
BARTLETT

LD 331 proposed to revise the law governing underground damage prevention procedures (known as the “dig
safe” law). It proposed:

1. To authorize the Public Utilities Commission to extend by routine technical rule excavation notification
requirements that apply to drinking water well construction {which were established by major substantive
rule) to other types of excavation. These rules curently allow well drillers to check the Public Utilities
Commission’s database 30 days before the excavation to detemine if any facilities are located in the
municipality; if none, the excavator is not required to contact the Dig Safe system;

2. To direct the commission to establish by routine technical rule procedures to reduce the incidence of damage
to newly-installed underground facilities in active excavation areas;

3. To provide that the commission may fine operators for any failure to mark their facilities in accordance with
the requirements in law. Under current law the commission can impose a fine for failure to mark within the
required time limit; it can also fine for inaccurate marking, but only if the marking was done in a reckless or
negligent manner; and

4. To clarify that the commission has general authority to adopt rules to implement the dig safe law (the
commission has in fact adopted a variety of implementing rules).

Comittee Amendment "A" (H-558), which was the unanimous report of the Joint Standing Cominittee on
Utilities and Energy, proposed to make the following changes to the bill:

1. To make all Public Utilities Commission rules implementing the so-called dig safe law, including the new
rules authorized by the bill, major substantive rules. It proposed to provide that existing rules of the
commission remain in effect but that any amendments to those rules would be subject to legislative review as
major substantive rules;

2. To provide that when an underground facility is discovered during an excavation and the location of that
facility was, prior to the discovery, unknown or unclear to the underground facility operator, the commission
may direct that operator to determine and map the location of the facility for a reasonable distance, as
determined by the commisston, from the peoint of discovery,

3. To remove the section of the bill that proposed to authorize the commission to fine operators for any failure
to mark their facilities in accordance with the requirements in law; and
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4. To require the commission to adopt rules establishing standards for when and at what level penalties must be
assessed for violations of the dig safe law.

Enacted law sumhidry L

Public Law 2005, chapter 334 revxses the law govermng underground damage preventlon procedures (known as
the “dig-safe law”) I s :

1. Authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to extend, through major substantive rule, excavation notification
requirements that apply to drinking water well construction (established by major substantive rule) to other
types of excavation. The rules currently allow well driflers to check the commission’s database 30 days
before the excavation to determine if any facilities are located in the mumcrpalrty, if none, the excavator rnay
go ahead wrth the exoavatlon without contactlng the d;g safe system; : S

2. Directs the commission to estabhsh through major substantive rule procedures to reduce the mcrdence of
damage to newly mstalled underground faorlitles in actwe excavatron areas;

3. Gives the commlssron general authorrty to adopt rules to 1mp1ement the damage preventlon ]aws

4. Makes all Pubhc Utdmes Commission rules nnplementmg the dig safe law major substantwe rules It
provides that all existing rules of the commission remain in effect but that any amendments to those rules are
subject to 1eg1slat1ve review as major substantive rules ' : : : :

5. Provides that when an underground faoﬂity is dlscovered during an excavation and the location of that .~ -
facility was, prior to the discovery, unknown or unclear to the underground facility operator; the comrmssmn :
may direct that operator to determine and map the location of the facdlty for a reasonabie dlstance as '
determined by the commission, from the pomt of diseovery, and -

6. Requlres the commission to adopt maJ or substantlve ruies estabhshmg standards for when and at what Ievel
penalties must be assessed for violations of the dig safe law. In developing the rules, the commission is
directed to inchude consideration of evidence of the past record of successful exeavauons as weli as the .
seriousness of the current violation. ' '

LD 352 An Act To Assist Cellular Telephone Users ONTP
Sponsor(s) Commitiee Report Amendments Adopted
BLISS ONTP MAJ
BARTLETT OTP MIN

LD 352 proposed to require cellular telephone providers to provide a service that allows a customer to learn, by
calling a telephone number, the exact amount of calling minutes available to that customer in the current billing
month. The provider would not be allowed to charge the customer for accessing or using this service.
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1D 355 An Act To Amend the Mexico Water District Charter P&S7T
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HOTHAM OTP-AM H-140
BRYANTB

LD 355 proposed to increase the compensation a trustee of the Mexico Water District receives from $300 to $600
per year and to increase the amount a trustee receives for each meeting attended from $15 to $25.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-140) proposed to replace the bill and make clear that trustees of the Mexico
Water District receive compensation established in accordance with the general law (Title 35-A, section 6410,
subsection 7) that governs water district trustee compensation.

Enacte_d law summary
Private and Special Law 2005, chaptér 7 makes clear that trusteés_ of the Mexico Water District receive

compensation as established in accordance with the provision of the Maine Revised Statutes that governs water.
district trustee compensation. S : R '

LD 389 An Act To Amend the Waldoboro Utility District P&S11
EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
TRAHAN OTP-AM H-180

LD 389 proposed to clarify that a person may connect to a sewer of the Waldoboro Utility District upon
obtaining a permit from the trustees of the district and upon payment of an entrance charge. The bill also
proposed to provide that it is the place of residence of the voter who signs a nomination petition for a candidate
for trustee, and not the candidate's place of residence, that is required on the petition. The bill also proposed to
aliow the district to collect rates for the purpose of establishing surplus reserve accounts.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-180) proposed to replace the section of the bill relating to the purposes for
which the Waldoboro Utility District may collect rates. It proposed to conform those purposes in general to those
that govern the rates of sanitary districts under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 1202 but to include
additional authority for the district to establish reserve accounts, as proposed in the bill. The amendment also
proposed to make the expansion in rate-collection authority subject to referendum approval in the district. The
amendment also proposed to provide a cross-reference to Title 38, Section 1251, which requires a notice and
public hearing prior to the adoption of any new rate schedule by any sewer district.

Enacted law summary
Private and Special Law 2005, chapter 11 clarifies that a person may connect to a sewer of the Waldoboro Utility
District upon obtaining a permit from the trustees of the district and upon payment of an entrance charge. It

clarifies whose residence that must be written on a nomipation petition for a candidate for district trustee. It
updates the district’s charter by cross-referencing the provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes governing trustee
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compensation and requirements for notice and public hearing prior to the adoption of new rate schedules. - It also .
expands the purposes for which the Waldoboro Utility District may collect rates: It conforms those purposes in -
general to those that govern the rates of sanitary districts under the Maine Revised Statutes, T1tie 38 sectxon '
1202 but includes additional authorlty for the chstrlct to estabhsh reserve accounts. = -

Private and Special Law 2005, chapter 11 was enacted as an emergency and took effect on May 13 2005 except :
that portion of Private and Special Law 2005, chapter 11 that changes the purposes for which the district may -
collect rates took effect only for the purpose of permitting its submission to the voters of the districtina =
referendum.

LD 397 An Act To Promote the More Efficient Use of Natural Gas PUBLIC 110
Sponsor(s) Commitiee Report Amendments Adopted
BLISS OTP-AM H-185
BARTLETT

LD 397 proposed to require gas utilities that serve at least 5,000 residential consumers (Northern Utilities) to
implement cost-effective conservation programs designed to promote efficient use of natural gas. The bill
proposed to set minimum funding at 1% of the utility’s total revenue; the funding would be recovered from the
utility’s ratepayers. The bill proposed to require at least 40% of available funds be apportioned among programs
for low-income and small business customers; the remainder would be available to other customers. The bill
proposed to direct the Public Utilitics Commnuission to adopt rales governing program cost-effectiveness and to
make annual reports on the program to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-185) proposed to make the following changes to the bill:

1. To provide that the apportionment of a gas utility's available funds for conservation programs must be in
accordance with rules adopted by the Public Utilities Commission. Tt proposed to direct the Public Utilities
Commission to ensure that a reasonable percentage of funds is available to low-income consumers and to
small-business consumers based on an assessment of the opportunity for cost-effective conservation measures
for such consumers. It also proposed to direct the commission to define "small business" and to consider
definitions of that term used for other programs that assist small businesses; and

2. To change the funding level for conservation programs so that it is calculated using delivery revenues rather
than total revenues and to clarify certain other langnage of the bill.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 110 requires gas utilities that serve at least 5,000 residential consumers (which
currently includes only Northern Utilities) to implement cost-effective conservation programs. ‘The funding level
is capped at 3% of the utility’s delivery service revenues. - The apportionment of a gas utility's available funds for
conservation programs must be in accordance with rules adopted by the Public Utilities Commission. The Public
Utilities Commission is required to ensure that a reasonable percentage of funds is available to low-income
consumers and to small-business consumers based on an assessment of the opportunity for cost-effective
conservation measures for such consumers. The commission is also required to define "small business" and to
consider definitions of that term used for other programs that assist small businesses.
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LD 407 An Act To Place the Emergency Services Communication Burean CARRIED OVER
within the Department of Public Safety

Sponsor{s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HOBBINS
PARADIS

LD 407 proposed to move the Emergency Services Communication Bureau from within the Public Utilities
Commission to within the Department of Public Safety.

This bill was carried over by H.P. 1203 to the next special or regular session of the 122" Legislature.

LD 413 An Act To Amend the Charter of the York Sewer District P&S22
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ANDREWS OTP-AM A S-281
OTP-AM B
ONTP C

LD 413 proposed to change the procedure by which the York Sewer District may be dissolved.

Committee Amendment "A'" (S-281), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on
Utilities and Energy, proposed to replace the bill. The amendment proposed to amend the charter of the York
Sewer District to:

1. Cross-reference statutory law requiring mumicipal review and approval of sewer extensions;

2. Require the York Sewer District to include in its annual report audited financial statements and require the
Town of York to include the district's report in the town's annual report;

3. Prowvide that decisions of the distriet relating to assessments for sewer construction may be appealed to the
Town of York;

4. Establish a process for involuntary dissolution of the York Sewer District and for the transfer of its assets and
obligations to the Town of York. The process would be initiated by citizen petition followed by a
referendum vote within the town;

5. Add a referendum clause to the bill; and

6. Fix an incorrect reference in a prior private and special law.

Committee Amendment "B" (8-282), which was one of 2 minority reports of the Joint Standing Committee on

Utilities and Energy, proposed to replace the bill. The amendment was the same as the majority report except

that rather than establishing a process for the invohuntary dissolution of the York Sewer District, it proposed to
establish a process for the recall of the trustees of the York Sewer District.
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Enacted law summary
anate and Spec1a1 Law 2005 chapter 22 amends the. charter of the York Sewer Dlstrlct to:
1. 'Cross—reference statutory law requmng mumelpal rev1ew and approva] of sewer extens:ons

2. “Require the York Sewer District to include in its annual report audrted ﬁnanelal statements and require the
.- Town of York to include the district's report in the town's annual report;

3. Provide that decisions of the district relating to assessments for sewer construction may be appealed to the
Town of York; :

4. ZEstablish a process for involuntary dissolution of the York Sewer District and for the transfer of its assets and
obligations to the Town of York The process 1s ;mt:ated by citizen petmon foliowed by a referendum vote
- _wathm the town and : R

5. -F ix an mcorreet reference in the current chaxter

Private and Spec.lal Law 2005, chapter 22 does not take effect unless approved by referendum vote within the
district.

1.D 459 An Act To Amend the Mexico Sewer District Charter P&SS
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HOTHAM OTP-AM H-138
BRYANT B

LD 459 proposed to increase the compensation of each trustee of the Mexico Sewer District to $20 for each
regular or special meeting and increases the maximum annual compensation for each trustee from $200 to $300.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-138) proposed to replace the substance of the bill. It proposed to make clear
that trustees of the Mexico Sewer District receive compensation as established in accordance with the provision
of general law (Title 38, Section 1252) that governs sewer district trustee compensation.

Enacted law summary

Private and Spec'ial Law 2005, chapter 8 clarifies that trustees of the Mexico Sewer District receive compensation

as established in accordance with the provision of the Maine Revised Statutes that governs sewer district trustee
compensation. :
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1.D 497 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Boothbay Region Water ONTP
District
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BISHOP ONTP
DOW

LD 497 proposed to require that a trustee of the Boothbay Region Water District reside in a household to which
the district's service is provided.

LD 499 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Boothbay Harbor Sewer ONTP
District
Sponsor(s) Conmmittee Report Amendments Adopted
BISHOP ONTP
DOW

LD 499 proposed to extend the territory of the Boothbay Harbor Sewer District to include all of the territory of
the Town of Boothbay. The bill also proposed to increase the debt limit of the Boothbay Harbor Sewer District
from $5,500,000 to $8,500,000.

LD 523 An Act Authorizing the Public Utilities Commission To Designate PUBLIC 51
a Sole Provider of 2-1-1 Information and Referral Services in EMERGENCY
Maine
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BRAUTIGAM OTP-AM H-100
BROMLEY

LD 523 proposed to designate 2-1-1 Maine, Incorporated as the sole entity entitled to use the 2-1-1 telephone
number assigned by the Federal Communications Commission to be used for access to community information
and referral services.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-100) proposed to replace the substance of the bill and to modify the title and
emergency preamble to reflect the changes to the bill. The amendment proposed to authorize the Public Utilities
Commission to designate an appropriate entity to be the sole entity entitled to use the 2-1-1 telephone number
assigned by the Federal Communications Commission for access to information and referral services. The
amendment proposed to allow a designation for no more than 3 years but to allow the designation to be renewed,
after review, for successive terms. Before making a designation or renewing a designation, the cormmission
would be required to determine that the designation or renewal was in the public interest. The commission would
be authorized to suspend, terminate or modify a designation if it determined the public interest was no longer
served by the designation or in response to actions by the Federal Communications Commission that affect the
availability or assigned use of the 2-1-1 number.
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The amendment proposed to direct the commission to make a designation within 60 days of the effective date of
the Act or the receipt by the commission of a request from an entity for designation, whichever is later, provided
the commission determines the designation is in the public interest.

Enacted law summaty

Public Law 2005 chapter 51 authorlzes the Public Utilities Commission to demgnate an approprlate entity to be
the sole entity entitled to use the 2-1-1 telephone number assigned by the Federal Communications Commission
for access to information and referral services. A designation may extend for no more than 3 years but may be
renewed, after review, for successive terms. Before making a designation or renewing a designation, the
commission shall determine that the designation or renewal is in the public interest. The commission is
authorized to suspend, terminate or modify a designation if it determines the public interest is no longer served by
the designation or in response to actions by the Federal Commumcanons Cormmssmn that affect the ava;lablhty
or a331gned use of the 2-1 1 number

The commission must. make a designation within 60 days of the effective date of this Act or the receipt by the
commission of a request from an entity for demgnatlon whichever is iater provnded the commlssmn determmes '

the des1gnatzon is in the pubhc mterest

Public Law 2005, chapter 51 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 20, 2005.

LD 563 An Act To Assist Persons with Pulmonary Disabilities PUBLIC 132
Sponsor(s) Commitice Report Amendments Adopted
FAIRCL.OTH OTP-AM H-181

LD 563 proposed to require the Public Utilitics Commission to establish an equitable-treatment program to
ensure the electricity bill assistance provided to low-income residential customers who for health reasons must
use electric oxygen pumps 1s substantially equivalent among the various transmission and distribution utility
service territories. Pursuant to current law, the Public Utilities Commission has established different low-income
assistance programs in different transmission and distribution utility territories. As a result, low-income
customers of Central Maine Power Company are offered a percent-of-income program that generally provides
greater benefits than those offered under other transmission and distribution utility programs. This bill proposed
to address this inequity.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-181) proposed to modify the language governing the establishment of the
equitable-treatment program. It proposed to remove the requirement that overall program benefits provided to
low-income persons who use oxygen pumps be substantially equivalent thronghout the State. Since the low-
income programs of the various transmission and distribution utilities are dissimilar in many ways, that
requirement might be difficult to achieve and conflict with the goal of establishing an administratively simple and
inexpensive program. The amendment proposed to provide that the program ensure that low-income assistance
benefits mitigate, to an extent that is reasonably equivalent throughout the State, the increased electric costs
associated with the use of oxygen pumps. The amendment also proposed to ensure that only persons eligible for
benefits under the current programs would be eligible for the adjustment provided under the equitable-treatment
program,
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Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 132 requires the commission to establish an equitable-treatment program to ensure that
electricity bill assistance benefits provided to low-income residential customers who for health reasons must use
electric oxygen pumps mitigate, to an extent that is reasonably equivalent throughout the State, the increased
electric costs associated with the use of oxygen pumps.. Only persons eligible for benefits under the current

ut1 ity programs are ehglble for the ad_]ustment pr0v1ded under the equltable-treatment program B

Pursuant to current law, the Pubhc Utlhtles Commission has established different low-mcome assistance
programs in different transmission and distribution utility territories. As a result, low-income customers of
Central Maine Power Company are offered a percent-of-income program that generally provides greater benefits
than those offered under other transmission and distribution utility programs. The equitable-treatment program is
designed to mitigate the difference in benefits provided to low-income residential customers who for health
reasons must use electric oxygen pumps. '

LD 637 An Act To Allow Qualified Health Centers To Obtain CARRIED OVER
Telecommunications Education Access Funding

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BLISS
BARTLETT

LD 637 proposed to add "qualified health centers” to the entities eligible to receive funding from the
telecommunications education access fund (MTEAF). “Qualified health centers™ would be defined to include
federally gualified health centers as well as any health center that provides free public access in medically
underserved areas, if the Public Utilities Commission and Department of Health and Human Services determine
that including the health center is in the public interest. MTEAF funds would be available for connectivity,
ensuring the health centers are capable of using advanced technology equipment, electronic database content, and
the provision of telecommunications equipment and increased bandwidth necessary to support electronic health
records and telemedicine in medically underserved areas.

The committee by letter requested that the Public Utilities Commission examine the issues raised by the bill and
the possible use of universal service funds for these purposes.

This bilt was carried over by H.P. 1203 to the next special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.
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LD 642 An Act To Limit Telephone Utility Expenses Related to the ONTP
Relocation of Call Centers

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
GAGNON ONTP
FLETCHER

LD 642 proposed to provide that the costs of upgrading or installing a new or expanded telephone system or
network to accommodate a call center that has relocated from one location within the State to another location
within the State must be charged by the telephone utility to the owner or operator of that call center and may not
be charged to any other customer.

LD 656 An Act To Revise the Salary Range of Certain Public Utilities PUBLIC 23
Commission Employees

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BLISS OTP-AM H-25
BARTLETT

LD 656 proposed to amend a provision of law in order to raise the salary range of 6 positions at the Public
Utilities Commission and to correct the omission of the director of energy programs from this provision of law,

Committee Amendment "A" (H-25) proposed to incorporate a fiscal note.

Enacted law -summmy _

Pubhc Law 2005, chapter 23 amends a prov1s:on of law govemmg the salaxy range of d1v131011 dxrectors at the L
Public Utilities Commission: general counsel, director of finance, administrative director, director of techmcai

analysis, and director of consumer assistance. It corrects the omission from this prov151on of the dlrector of
energy programs. It raises the salary range for all the positions.

LD 662 An Act To Limit Increases in Telephone or Electric Service Rates CARRIED OVER
to a Maximum of 3% Annually

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
CLARK ONTP MAJ
STRIMLING OTP MIN

LD 662 proposed to provide that rates set by the Public Utilities Commission for a telephone utility may not
increase for any customer by more than 3% in any 12-month period. It also proposed to require the commission
to ensure that the total of the regulated rate for transmission and distribution service plus any stranded costs
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charge plus the charge for standard-offer service does not increase for any customer by more than 3% in any 12-
month period.

LD 711 An Act To Improve the Energy Efficiency of Buildings To Be ONTP
Owned or Occupied by the State

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
EDER ONTP

LD 711 proposed to require the Public Utilities Commission to adopt by routine technical rule an energy
efficiency building code for use in the construction of all buildings built by or for the occupancy of the State,
beginning with construction initiated on or after July 1, 2006.

LD 789 An Act Pertaining to Internet Services ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SULLIVAN ONTP
BLISS

LD 789 proposed to amend a Maine telecommunications policy relating to access to computer-based information
services. It proposed to make it the policy of the State that affordable access to “high-speed Intemet services and
related information networks” be made available throughout the State. The issues raised by the bill relate to
complex areas of telecommunications law that are currently in some flux; certain related issues are currently in
hitigation. A key matter of current interest relates to the Public Utilities Conumission’s role in governing access
by competitive local exchange carriers (CLECs) to elements of the established networlks of local telephone
companies (incumbent local exchange carriers or ILECs). The legal issues involve a complex interplay between
the provisions of the federal Telecommunication Act of 1996, Federal Communication Commission
implementation of that Act, the Public Utilities Commission’s role in implementation of the Act, and the Public
Utilittes Commission’s authority under State law to regulate ILECs, consistent with federal law and rules, to
promote competition in the telecommunications industry and broadband deployment.

LD 824 An Act To Allow the Public Utilities Commission To Consider the ONTP
Health of Maine's Manufacturing Economy in the Design of
Electric Rates and Energy Policy

Spongsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FLETCHER ONTP

LD 824 proposed to allow the Public Utilities Commission to consider the health of the State's manufacturing
economy in proceedings affecting utility rate design or the allocation of stranded costs, in state energy policy
proceedings, and in regional and federal energy policy proceedings. This bill relates to issues raised by LD 312.
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LD 848 An Act To Restore to Maine Citizens Responsible Access to ONTP
Sebago Lake
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MOORE G ONTP
DIAMOND

LI 848 proposed to allow a structure to be built on the shore of Sebago Lake without Portland Water District
approval as long as the owner of the proposed structure received approval from mumicipal and state authorities.

LD 849 An Act To Require That Certain Water Districts Install Sand ONTP
Filtration Systems To Ensure the Safety and Purity of the Water
Supply
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MOORE G ONTP

LD 849 proposed to require water districts that serve more than 45,000 customers to install a sand filiration
system and to prohibit such water districts from raising rates to consumers in order to pay for the filtration
system. This bill proposed to require that the water district sell land that is not essential to its provision of water
district services to fund the filtration system. This bill also proposed to direct the Public Utilities Commission to
review whether such water districts should be organized as separate entities performing separate functions such
as water distribution and water treatment.

LD 860 An Act To Efficiently Use Funds of the Public Utilities P&S6
Commission EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BLISS OTP-AM H-141
BARTLETT

LD 860 proposed to allow the Public Utilities Commission to carry forward and use 100% of surplus funds from
both FY 05 and 06. See LD 868, which relates to the same matter.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-141) proposed to incorporate a fiscal note.

Enacted law summary

Private and Special Law 2005, chapter 6 authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to carry forward to the next
fiscal year 100% of unexpended funds in fiscal year 2005 and fiscal year 2006. Currently, under 35-A MRSA

§116(5), the commission is authorized to carry forward up to 5% of the total annual assessment. Amounts in
excess of this must either be presented to the Legislature for allocation to the commission or used to reduce the
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assessment in the foliowmg year (Note LD 868 whlch became Pubhc Law 2005 chapter 135 makes thls '
authorizatlon permanent. ) o _ . : '

Private and Specral Law 2005, chapter 6 was enacted as an emergency and took effect on May 12, 2005

LD 864 An Act To Streamline Sewer District Borrowing and Amend Laws PUBLIC 192
Governing Water District Borrowing To Ensure Consistency EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Conmnittee Report Amendments Adopted
RINES OTP-AM H-184
BARTLETT

LD 864 proposed to allow sanitary and sewer districts to increase their debt limit through a local referendum
process instead of having to go through the legislative process to change their charter.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-184) proposed to make certain technical changes to the language of the bill.
The amendment also proposed to remove section 1 of the bill, which proposed to provide a referendum option for
increasing the debt limits of sanitary districts; since the sanitary district enabling law does not include a debt
limit, there is no need for a process to change a sanitary district debt limit; the sanitary district law currently
provides for a voter petition process to call for a referendum on certain debt issuances. The amendment also
proposed to make explicit that a referendum to increase a sewer district debt limit can be held outside the
territory of the district if the usual voting place is located outside the territory of the district; it proposed to make
this same change to the laws authorizing water districts to raise their debt limits through referenda. This
amendment also proposed to change the title and add an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill.

Enacted law summury

Pubhc Law 2005 chapter 192 aliows sewer diStl‘lCtS to increase their debt hrmts through a loeai referendum "
process mstead of having to go through the legislative process to change their charters. This mirrors a current

provision relatmg to use of referenda by water districts to increase their debt limits. Public Law. 2005, chapter o

192 makes it clear that a referendum held by a water or sewer district can be held outside the territory of the - -
district if the usual voting place is located outside the territory of the district. This law does not affect the
sanitary district enabling law, since that law does not establish a debt limit for sanitary districts; the sanitary
district enabling law does currently pr ov1de for a voter petition process’ to call for a referendum on certam debt
issuances. :

Public Law 2005, chapter 192 was enacted as an emergency and took effect on May 20, 2005.
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LD 868 An Act To Ensure Equity in Funding PUBLIC 135
EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BLISS OTP-AM H-198
BARTLETT

LD 868 proposed to change the apportionment of the assessment on public utilities to fund the Public Utilities
Commission. Tt did not propose to change the total amount of the assessment. Currently the assessment is
apportioned statutorily between transmission and distribution utilities (T&Ds) and all other public utilities
($3,772,000 from T&Ds; $1,733,000 from all other utilities) and among utilities within these categories based on
each utility’s in-state gross operating revenues. The bill proposed to apportion the assessment between each
category of utility (T&Ds, gas utilities, telephone utilities, water utilities, and the Casco Bay Ferry Service) based
on time spent by the commission on each; apportionment among utilities within each category would be based on
each utility’s in-state gross operating revenues.

The bill also proposed to require the Office of the Public Advocate to use the same method in apportioning its
assessment.

The bill proposed to direct the Public Utilities Commission to account for time spent on energy supply issues and
report the accounting by March 1, 2006 to the Joint Standing Commuittee on Utilities and Energy. The committee
would be authorized to report out a bill based on the results of the study.

Comimittee Amendment "A" (H-198) proposed to strike and replace the bill. It proposed to

1. Apportion the assessment on public utilities to fund the Public Utilities Commussion and the Office of the
Public Advocate based on an accounting of resources devoted by each agency to matters related to the
various categories of utilities. Within each utility category, the assessment would be based on gross
intrastate operating revenues,;

2. Provide that all unspent funds derived from the Public Advocate assessment and Public Utilities Commission
assessment do not lapse but are carried forward to the next fiscal year (LD 860 relates to this same matter);

3. Clarify that the Public Advocate assessment does not produce revenues to fund the State Nuclear Safety
Advisor, a position that is separately funded;

4. Direct the Public Utilities Commission to account for resources devoted to matters relating to entities other
than public utilities. It proposed to direct the commission to report the results to the Joint Standing
Committee on Utilities and Energy no later than March 1, 2006 and to authorize the committee to report out a
bill to the Second Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature relating to the Public Utilities Commission and
Public Advocate assessments.

Enacted law summaiy

Public Law 2005 chapter 135 modlﬁes laws relating to the assessments whlch prov1de funding for the Pubhc
Utilities Commission and the Office of the Public Advocate.
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1. Ttapportions the assessments on public utlhties to fund the Public Utilities Commission and the Office of the
- Public Advocate based on an accounting of resources devoted by each agency to matters related to the
- various categories of utilities. Wlthm each utlhty category, the assessment is based on gross mtrastate
' operatlng revenues; : : I

2. It provides that all un3pe11t funds derlved from the Public Advocate assessment and Pubhe Utlhtles S
Commlssmn assessment do not lapse but are camed forward to the next fiscal year; :

3. Itclarifies that the Public Advocate assessment does not produce revenues to fund the State Nuclear Safety
Advisor, a position that is separately funded and -

4, It directs the Public Utilities Commission to account for resources devoted to matters relating to entities other
than public utilities. Tt directs the commission to report the results to the Joint Standing Committee on
‘Utilities and Energy no later than March 1, 2006 and authorizes the committee to report out a bill to the =~
“Second Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature relating to assessments which prOVIde fundmg forthe . -
Public Utilities Comnussmn and the Ofﬁce of the Pubhc Advocate.

Public Law 2005, chapter 135 was enacted as an emergency measure effective May 18, 2005.

LD %13 An Act To Promote Green Power Use at State Buildings ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PIOTTI ONTP
COWGER

LD 913 proposed that by January 1, 2008 all electricity consumed in state-owned or state-leased buildings be
supplied by renewable resources. It proposed to require the chair of the Energy Resources Council to develop a
plan to achieve this requirement and to submit that plan to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy
and the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government by April 1, 2006.

1D 982 An Act To Revise the Charter of the Kennebunk Sewer District P&S13
EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BABBIDGE OTP-AM H-183
SULLIVAN

LD 982 proposed substantially to revise the Kennebunk Sewer District Charter, including adding a provision to
the charter allowing for voter petition to hold recall elections for a trustee.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-183) proposed to make a number of clarifying and technical changes to the
bill. Tt also proposed to make the folowing more substantive changes:
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1. Modify the timing of a recall election to allow the election to be called up to 90 days after a recall petition
has been certified;

2. Reduce the terms of the trustees from 5 years to 3 years;

3. Preserve a provision of the current charter, proposed to be removed by the bill, allowing district meetings to
be called by voter petition;

4. Clarify that the district may contract to provide for the disposal of storm and surface water;

5. Replace a provision granting particular enforcement powers to the district with a provision that cross-
references the enforcement power specified in statute for all sewer districts. If also proposed to authorize the
district to pursue any other legal remedies that may be available to it under other applicable laws;

6. Clarify that the district is a quasi-municipal corporation pursuant to statutes and that its securities are legal
investments; and

7. Add an emergency preamble and emergency clause and modify the referendum language to allow but not
require a referendum to be held (to avoid a municipal mandate).

Enacted law summary

Private and Special Law 2005, chapter 13 revises the Kennebunk Sewer District Charter. It makes a variety of -
changes designed to incorporate into the charter provisions from the Sanitary District Enabling Law, including a
provision providing a process for the recall of district trustees. It modifies some provisions that it incorporates.

It also reduces the terms of the trustees from 5 years to 3 years current trustees eontmue fo serve unt11 thelr terms
expu‘e . S _ _ : N

Private and Special Law 2005 chapter 13 was enacted as an emergency and took effect on May 20 2005 but on]yf

for the purposes of permitting its submission to the voters of the district in a referendum.

LD 1098 Resolve, To Establish a Study Coemmission To Analyze ONTP
Regulations Applicable to Sewer Districts

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
NASS R ONTP

LD 1008 proposed to establish a study commission to analyze rules and regulations applicable to sewer disfricts.
Sewer districts are not subject to economic regulation by the Public Utilities Commission; the rules that govern
the districts are environmental regulations administered by the Department of Environmental Protection.
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LD 1028 An Act To Prevent Fraudulent and Deceptive Sales Practices by ONTP
Internet Service Providers

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
VAUGHAN ONTP

LD 1028 proposed to require Internet service providers (ISPs) who offer free tnal service to give recipients, prior
to the expiration of the free service, notice of the cost to continue service. It proposed to prohibit an ISP from
charging until the person has accepted the terms of the new agreement. The bill also proposed to require an ISP
to prorate charges for a cancelled account to reflect the number of days in the bilhng peried for which service
was actually provided.

LD 1047 Resolve, To Study the Feasibility of Expanding the Market for ONTP
American Fuels

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BARTLETT ONTP
BLISS

LD 1047 proposed to direct the Energy Resources Council (ERC) to study the feasibility of expanding the market
for biodiesel fuel in Maine and of nsing biodiesel in place of petroleum-based diesel in a public facility, such as a
university or college. It proposed to require the ERC to examine the capacity for producing biodiesel in the state
as well as how to “strengthen the link between producing biodiesel fuel and increasing economic development.”
It proposed to require a report to be submitted to Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by January
17, 2006 and to authorize the committee to submit legislation in response to the report during the Second Regular
Session of the 122nd Legislature.

These issues are related to biofuel issues which the ERC was directed to study pursuant to Resolves 2003,

Chapter 50; the committee requested that the ERC use that study to examine biodiesel issues.

LD 1051 Resolve, Establishing a Study Commission To Examine Water ONTP
District Fees Assessed for Fire Suppression ’

Sponsor{s) Commttee Report Amendments Adopted
COURTNEY ONTP
CAMPBELL

LD 1051 was a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. It proposed to establish a study commission to examine
water district fees assessed for fire suppression. The membership of the study commission would include
interested parties throughout the State. The study commission would be charged with examining whether water
district fees assessed for fire suppression are equitable and the ramifications of altering those fees and whether
the amounts charged to municipalities should be limited in some way. The commission would be given authority
to report its findings to the Second Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature.
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The committee by letter requested that the PUC, working with certain stakeholder groups, develop materials and
educational seminars so that municipalities and water utilities better understand the methodology for the
calculation public fire protection charges and the rationality behind that methodology.

LD 1052 An Act To Require Municipalities To Institute Sewer Service ONTP
Charges
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DAMON ONTP
PINGREE

LD 1052 proposed to require mumicipalities after January 1, 2007 to pay for a municipal sewer or disposal system
only through user fees and to prohibit a town from paying any such costs from other municipal funds. Currently
municipalities that provide sewer service have the option whether or not to institute user fees to pay for some or
all sewer system costs,

LD 1065 An Act To Promote Economic Development and Sustainable CARRIED OVER
Energy

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BRENNAN
BLISS

LD 1065 proposed to amend the law concerning the eligible resource portfolio requirement for competitive
electnicaty providers. The bill propesed to:

1. Modify eligibility for the current 30% cligible resource portfolio requirement and rename it a Tier 1 portfolio
requirement. It proposed to modify the definition of renewable resources that qualify for this requirement by
eliminating reference to federally-qualified (PURPA) small power facilities; qualifying eligibility for wind
facilities by requiring at least 50% of the wind power be generated on land of tribes federally recognized
after January 1, 1979; and adding landfill gas to the list of eligible resources;

2. Add a Tier 2 requirement for which only a subset of Tier 1 renewable resources would qualify: hydroelectric,
biomass and municipal solid waste facilities would be excluded from Tier 2 resources. It proposed to
establish as an initial requirement that 1% of a competitive electricity provider’s portfolio be met with Tier 2
resources; the percentage would increase 1/2 % each year to 5% in 2014;

3. Establish an alternative compliance payment of $35/megawatt-hour for unmet Tier 2 requirements and
provide that funds collected be used by the Public Utilities Commission to provide “per-megawatt-hour

support payments” to resources eligible for Tier 2; and

4. Require the Public Utilities Commission to allow Tier 2 requirements to be met using renewable credits if it
finds a reliable system of credit trading exists.
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The committee, by letier, requested that a stakeholder group be formed to examine mechanisms to achieve the
goals of this legislation.

This bill relates to the same matter as LD 1434,

This bill was carried over by H.P. 1203 to the next special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.

LD 1081 Resolve, Directing the Department of Public Safety and the Public ONTP
Utilities Commission To Review the E-9-1-1 System

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SEAVEY ONTP
HOBBINS

LD 1081 proposed to direct the Department of Public Safety and the Public Utilities Commission to develop a
proposal to improve the efficiency of the E-9-1-1 system and to submit their proposal and any implementing
legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature.

LD 1098 Resolve, To Establish Energy Standards for Residential Rental RESOLVE 109
Properties
Sponsor(s Committee Report Amendments Adopted
EDER OTP-AM H-487
STRIMLING

1.D 1098 proposed to require the Public Utilities Commission to study energy standards for existing and new
construction of residential rental properties and report to Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by
January 1, 2006. The bill also proposed to require the Public Utilities Commission to propose energy efficiency
standards for residential rental properties that are occupied year-round: the standards would be required to
include certain elements specified in the bill; the standards would require existing residential rental properties
that do not meet the standards to meet them by January 1, 2010 or within 90 days of sale, whichever occurred
first; and the standards would be required to include a penalty of 1% market value or twice monthly rent for each
year a building is out of compliance.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-487) proposed to replace the resolve. The amendment proposed to direct the
Public Utilities Commission and the Maine State Housing Authority to coordinate discussions among interested
stakeholders concerning the energy efficiency of and appropriate efficiency standards for rental properties. It
also proposed to direct the Public Utilities Commission and the Maine State Housing Authority to develop a
disclosure form by which landlords inform prospective renters whether the rental units meet mandatory or model
state energy efficiency codes or standards and of the renters’ ability under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 14,
chapter 710-C to discover the units' previous energy consumption and utility costs. The Public Utilities
Commission and the Maine State Housing Authority would be required to submit a report on these activities no
later than January 31, 2006. The Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy would be authorized to report
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out legislation relating to the subject matter of the resolve to the Second Regular Session of the 122nd
Legislature.

Enacted’ law summmy

Resolve 2005 chapter 109 directs the Pubhc Utll;tles Cormmsswn and the Mame State Housmg Authorlty to-:
coordinate discussions among interested stakeholders concerning the energy efficiency of and appropriate
efficiency standards for rental properties. It also directs the Public Utilities Commission and the Maine State
Housing Authority to develop a disclosure form by which landiords inform prospective renters whether the rental
units meet mandatory or model state energy efficiency codes or standards and of the renters' ability under the
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 14, chapter 710-C to discover the units' previous energy consumption and utility
costs. The Public Utilities Commission and the Maine State Housing Authority are required to submit a report on
these activities no later than January 31, 2006. The Joint Standing Committee on Ultilities and Energy is
authorized to report out leg1siatzon reiatmg to the subject matter of the resoive to the Second Reguiar Session of
the 122nd Legislature.

LD 1101 An Act To Designate Pay Phone Locations in the Public Interest PUBLIC 131
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ADAMS OTP-AM H-199
DAMON

1.D 1101 proposed to direct the Public Utilities Commission to adopt routine technical rules to identify locations
in the state for public-interest payphones. It proposed to establish certain locations where public-interest pay
phones could be designated by the commission, such as where other forms of communication are not available,
certain security settings (e.g., jails), or locations for which citizens petition for designation. It proposed to
require, prior to removal of a public-interest pay phone, 30-day notice to the commission by the owner of the
phone. It proposed that costs of public-interest pay phones be paid through an assessment on owners of pay
phones in the State.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-199) proposed to replace the bill. It proposed to direct the Public Utilities
Commission fo establish by rule a process for providing for public-interest pay phones. The commission would
be directed to establish procedures for citizens to petition for public-interest pay phones and standards for
reviewing such petitions. A proposed public-interest pay phone would be required to fulfill a public health,
safety or welfare policy objective, and the commission would be required to find that a pay phone would not
otherwise remain or be placed at a proposed public-interest pay phone location by the operation of the
competitive marketplace. Funding for these pay phones would be Himited to $50,000 per year and would come
from the state universal service fund.

The amendment proposed to require the Public Utilities Commission to provide annual reports to the Joint

Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy on public-interest pay phones, and to authorize the conumnittee to
report out legistation on the subject to the First Regular Session of the 123rd Legislature.
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Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 131 directs the Public Utilities Commission to establish by rule a process for providing
for public-interest pay phones. The commission is directed to establish procedures for citizens to petition for -
public-interest pay phones and standards for reviewing such petitions. A proposed public-interest pay phone -
must fulfill a public health, safety or welfare policy objective, and the commission must find that a pay phone
would not otherwise remain or be placed at a proposed public-interest pay phone location by the operation of the
competitive marketplace. Funding for these pay phones 15 lm‘uted to $50,000 per year and is provided from the :
state universal service fund. . : S

The Public Utilities Commission is required to provide annual reports to the Joint Standing Committee on
Utilities and Energy on public-interest pay phones. The committee is authorized to report out legislation on the
subject to the First Regular Session of the 123rd Legislature (2007).

LD 1113 An Act To Create the Fryeburg Water District P&S14
EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MUSE OTP-AM H-251
HASTINGS

1D 1113 proposed to create the Fryeburg Water District,
Committee Amendment "A" (H-251) proposed to change the bill to:

1. Modify the description of the territory of the proposed Fryeburg Water District to ensure that no portion
extends beyond the borders of this State;

2. Clarify the authority of the district to arrange for continued service to customers of the Fryeburg Water
Company located outside the territory of the district;

3. Clarify the anthority of the district to sell water to bulk water exporters;
4. Provide that the district may take by eminent domain the property and franchise of the Fryeburg Water
Company located within the territory of the district and remove an unneeded eminent domain provision that

appeared in the bill;

5. Clarify the referendum provision of the bill and provide for one unified referendum question rather than 2
separate referendum questions; and

6. Add an emergency preamble and an emergency clause fo the bill.
Enacted law summary

Private and Special Law 2005, chapter 14 creates the Fryeburg Water District. The territory of the district runs to
but does not extend beyond the borders of this State. The district is authorized to arrange for continued service to
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customers of the Fryeburg Water Company located outside the territory of the district, including those located in
New Hampshire, provided appropriate arrangements can be made. It provides that the district may sell water to -
bulk water exporters in accordance with applicable laws. It provides that the district may take by eminent
domain the property and franchise of the Fryeburg Water Company located within the territory of the district.

Private and Special Law 2005, chapter 14 was enacted as an emergency and took effect on May 20, 2005 but only

for the purpose of permitting it submission to the voters of the district in a referendum.

LD 1128 An Act Directing the State Planning Office To Study Municipal P&S19
Capabilities To Become Providers of Internet Services

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BROMLEY OTP-AM MAT S5-162
ONTP MIN

I.D 1128 proposed to provide that the authority of a municipality to amend its charter under home rule authority
does not restrict a municipality’s authority to become a provider of wireless Internet services.

The bill also proposed to require the State Planning Office, in conjunction with the Public Utilities Conumnission
and the Department of Economic and Community Development, to study the economic, technological and
funding issues associated with municipalities providing wireless Internet services to their communities. The bill
proposed to require the State Planning Office to submit a report of its findings to the Joint Standing Committee
on Utilities and Energy and authorize the committee to report out a bill after reviewing the report.

Committee Amendment "A" (8-162), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Commuittee on
Utilities and Energy, proposed to remove section 1 of the bill concerning municipal authority to become a
provider of wireless Internet service. Municipalities appear currently to have this authority under their home rule
authority. The amendment also proposed to change the reporting deadline for the study required by the bill from
September 12, 2005 to September 12, 2006.

Related bills: LD 789 and LD 1440.
Enacted law summary

Private and Special Law 2005, chapter 19 requires the Executive Department, State PIannlng Ofﬁce in
conjunction with the Public Utilities Commission and the Department of Economic and Community
Development, to study the economic, technological and funding issues associated with municipalities providing
wireless Internet services to their communities. The bill requires the State Planning Office to submit a report on
its findings to the Utilities and Energy Committee by September 12, 2006 and authorizes the committee to report
out a bill to the 1 Regular Session of the 123" Legislature.
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LD 1562 An Act To Permit the Establishment of Regional Water Councils PUBLIC 209
EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BARSTOW OTP-AM H-308
BARTLETT

LD 1162 proposed to allow water utilities to form regional water councils. Such councils would be formed as
and have the powers of nonprofit corporations; they would also have the power to undertake studies, promote
cooperative arrangements, and make recommendations to members and other public agencies that perform
functions within the region. In addition they would exercise on behalf of members any power, privilege or
authority capable of exercise by a member “except essential legislative powers or eminent domain authority.”
The PUC would serve as coordinator between councils and would be authorized to distribute state and federal
funds to the councils. The PUC would be authorized to adopt rules to establish procedures and audit
requirements related to the commission’s role as coordinator and distributor of funds. The councils would not be
water utilities and so not subject to PUC regulation.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-308) proposed to make the following changes to the bill:
1. Clarify that a water utility 1s not required to become a member of a regional water couneil;

2. Limit a regional water council's powers to those of a nonprofit corporation (it would retain the bill’s
prohibition on a regional water council becoming a water utility);

3. Specify that a regional water council may provide purchasing, billing, accounting and customer services to its
members;

4. Specify that State funds otherwise available to water utilities may not be made conditional on a water utility's
membership in a regional water council;

5. Clarify that a regional water council is a nonprofit corporation and not a governmental organization;
6. Remove the requirement that the Public Utilities Cornmission serve as a coordinator between regional water
councils and the State and clarify that available grant and other funds would not be required to pass through

the commission to regional water councils;

7. Clarify that water utilities that are members of a regional water council remain fully subject to Public
Utilities Commission jurisdiction and authority; and

8. Add an emergency preamble and emergency clause.

Enizcte_d law si;mma:y

Public Law 2005, chapter 209 allows water utilities to form regional water councils. A council is formed as and
has the powers of a nonprofit corporation. It is not a governmental organization. In addition to its powers asa -

nonprofit corporation, a council may also undertake studies, promote cooperative arrangements, make -
recommendations to members and other public agencies that perform functions within the region, and provide
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purchasing, billing, accounting and customer services to its members. A regional water council may not exercise -
any pdwer that would cause it to become a water utility and no water utility is required to become a member of a..
regional water council, The PUC is authorized to provide assistance to the councils; grant and other funds -
available to regional water councils are not required to pass through the commission. No fund or service of the :
State or instrumentalities otherwise available to water utilities may be made conditional on a water utility's
membership in a regional water council. Water utilities that are members of : a reglonal water council remam fully
subject to- Pubhc Utll:tles Commission Jurlsdlcnon and authority. e -

Public Law 2005, chapter 209 was passed as an emergency and took effect May 24, 2005.

LD 1198 An Act To Promote Responsible Advertising by Public Utilities PUBLIC 204
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DUPLESSIE ONTP MAIJ H-296
BARTLETT OTP-AM MIN

LD 1198 relates to “comimercial messages™ sent by a public utility to its customers. The bill proposed to define
“commercial messages” to mean those sent to customers “for the sole purpose of promoting consumption of a
regulated service or product.” The bill proposed to prohibit a public utility from charging customers for the costs
of such messages. The bill also proposed to prohibit a public utility from sending such messages unless the
customer has given written consent to receiving them,

Committee Amendment "A" (H-296), which was the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on
Utilities and Energy, proposed to replace the bill. The amendment proposed to provide that rules adopted by the
Public Utilities Commission concerning the following activities by public utilities are major substantive rules:
promotional advertising; promotional allowances, including, but not limited fo, the granting of promotional
rebates or credits; advertising to promote corporate image or goodwill; or political activities. The Public Utilities
Commission currently has rules on these matters (Chapter 83). This amendment would require any amendments
to those rules to be subject to approval by the Legislature.

Enacted law sitnimaty

Public Law 2005, chapter 204 makes the rules of the Public Utilities Commission concerning the following _
public utility matters major substantive rules: promotional advertising; promotional allowances, inciuding, but -
not limited to, the granting of promotional rebates or credits; advertising to promote corporate image or goodwill;
and political activities. The Public Utilities Commission's current rules on these matters are in Chapter 83 of its ..
rules. '
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LD 1259 An Act To Sustain Maine Schools and Libraries PUBLIC 251
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ROSENR OTP-AM S-116
BLISS 5-201 BARTLETT

LD 1259 proposed to increase the amount the Public Utilities Commission may collect from carriers for
contributions to the Maine telecommunications education access fund (MTEAF). The current law limits the
collection from carriers to 0.5% of retail charges for telecommunications services. This bill proposed to increase
the collection limit to 0.8% for fiscal years 2005-06 and 2006-07 and to 0.6% in fiscal year 2008 and beyond.
The increases would allow the Public Utilities Commission to cover costs associated with delays in federal E-rate
discounts and to fund up to $500,000 per year to pay for the digital library at the University of Maine
(MARVEL).

Committee Amendment "A" (8-116) proposed to do the following:

1. Replace the provision of the bill that would increase the cap on the amount collected for the MTEAF by
different amounts in different years. The amendment proposed simply to increase it to 0.7% of intrastate
retail charges;

2. Add a provision requiring the Public Utilities Commission to provide a report to the Joint Standing
Committee on Utilities and Energy detailing the status of available revenues and expenditures, including
federal funds, for the schools and libraries program supported by the MTEAF,

3. Authorize the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy to report out legislation to the Second
Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature concerning the subject of the Public Utilities Commission report;
and

4.  Add an emergency preamble and an emergency clause to the bill.

Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (8-201) proposed to remove the emergency
preamble and the emergency clause.

Enacted law summmy

Public Law 2005, chapter 251 increases the amount the Public Ut111t1es Comnnssmn may collect from carriers for
contributions to the telecommunications education access fund. The current law hmlts the collection from -
carriers to 0.5% of retail charges for telecommunications services. Public Law 2005, chapter 251 increases the .
‘amount collected to 0.7% of intrastate retail charges, allowing the commission to cover. costs while recipients
await E-rate discounts and to fund up to $500,000 per year to pay for electronic databases. The Public Utilities
Commission is required to provide a report to the Utilities and Energy Committee detailing the status of available
revenues and expenditures, including federal funds, for the schools and libraries program supported by the
telecommunications education access fund.
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LD 1282 An Act To Clarify the Process To Enforce Dig Safe Requirements ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BLISS ONTP
BARTLETT

LD 1282 proposed to prohibit the Public Utilities Commission from imposing fines or requirning participation in a
dig safe educational requirements for violations of the “dig safe” law if 3 standards are met: fewer than 2% of the
violator’s excavations mn the last year resulted in violations; the cost to repair the facility damaged by the current
violation is less than $5,000; and there were no injuries as a result of the violation.

Related issues were presented in LD 331.

LD 1290 An Act To Improve Funding for Telecommunications Relay PUBLIC 305
Services
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BLISS OTP-AM H-559
BARTLETT

LD 1290 proposed to move funding for telecommumications relay services from its current embedded subsidy in
local exchange carrier bills info the state universal service fund, which is funded by assessments on all intrastate
telecommunications providers. The bill proposed to provide that the Telecommunications Relay Services
Advisory Council recommend funding level requirements; the Public Utilities Commission would ultimately
authorize funding levels based on a determination of what is reasonable. The bill proposed certain guidelines for
determining a reasonable level of funding.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-559) proposed to remove a provision in law currently prohibiting the Public
Utilities Commission from requiring contributions to the state universal service fund to cover amounts authorized
to be transferred from that fund to the Communications Equipment Fund. The Communications Equipment Fund
provides funding for telecommunications equipment for deaf and hard-of-hearing persons. The amendment also
proposed to make a technical correction to avoid a conflict.

Enacted Iaw summaty R

Public Law 2005, chapter 305 moves the funding source for telecommumcations relay services from 1ts current -
embedded subsidy in local exchange carrier bills into the state universal service fund, which is funded by
assessments on all intrastate telecommunications providers, It prov1des that the Telecommunications Relay
Services Advisory Council must develop recommended funding level requzrements the Pubhc Utzhtles '_
Comm1ssmn then makes the final decxsxon on fundmg 1evels ' : :

Public Law 2005, chapter 305 removes a provision in law currently prohibiting the Public Utlhtles Commlssmn
from requiring contributions to the state universal service fund in order to cover amounts authotized to be -~
transferred from that fund to the Communications Equipment Fund. The Communications Equipment Fund
provides funding for telecommunications equipment for deaf and hard-of-hearing persons. '

879



Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy

LD 1342 An Act Reducing Oversight Expense for Decommissioning PUBLIC 254
Nuclear Power Plants To Benefit Electric Ratepayers

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BARTLETT OTP-AM S5-227

LD 1342 bill proposed to implement portions of a recent Federal Energy Regulatory Commission settiement,
approved in August 2004, related to decommissioning Maine Yankee. The bill proposed to establish fixed
annual fees to cover all State fees, costs and assessments with respect to Maine Yankee, other than compliance
costs associated with the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act. It would also repeal certain state
monitoring and oversight activities.

Part A of the bill proposed to establish a single assessment to be paid by Maine Yankee for all state activities
related to the site, including safety, radiation and environmental monitoring and security. The payment to the
State would be $90,000 for the end of ’05; $360,000 for calendar years 2006 and 2007; $296,667 in *08; and
$170,000 every year thereafter until the spent fuel is removed from the site and the interim spent fuel storage
installation is finally decommissioned. Part A would also eliminate the requirement in the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 35-A for monitoring and reporting of routine radioactive releases from a nuclear power plant.

Part B of the bill proposed to eliminate the State Nuclear Safety Inspector position. If also proposed to eliminate
the fees associated that position, the Health and Environmental Testing Lab, and the Nuclear Safety Advisor. It
proposed to remove a requirement that assessments on low-level radioactive waste generators to fund the
Radioactive Waste Fund result in a specific total amount; Maine Yankee would remain subject to assessments for
actual shipments of low-level radioactive waste.

Part C proposed to eliminate, after the payment made in July 2005, the requirement that Maine Yankee reimburse
the Department of Environmental Protection for costs incurred by the department in conducting activities related
to the decommissioning. It proposed to amend the sunset on the fee to fund the Advisory Commission on
Radioactive Waste and to allow any remaining funds to be kept by the DEP rather than returned to Maine
Yankee.

Committee Amendment "A'" (S-227) proposed to preserve the position of the State Nuclear Safety Inspector
through September 30, 2006. This amendment would establish a fund within the Office of the Public Advocate
to receive the unified state assessment on the licensee operating the interim spent fuel storage facility in this State
(Maine Yankee). The Public Advocate would be directed to disburse amounts in the fund to agencies or to other
appropriate state funds in order to pay or contribute to the payment of costs incurred by agencies with respect to
federal or state proceedings; safety, radiation and environmental monitoring; and security or other oversight-
related activities related to the decommissioning of Maine Yankee or the development or operation of an interim
spent fuel storage facility in this State. The Public Advocate would be required to keep an annual accounting of
all funds received by the fund and all disbursements from the fund and to make a report of this accounting to the
Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by the first Monday in February of each year.

The commitiee by letter requested that the Public Advocate examine possible funding sources for preserving the
State Nuclear Safety Inspector position beyond September 30, 2006.
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Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 254 establishes fixed annual fees to cover all State fees, costs and assessments with
respect to Maine Yankee, other than compliance costs associated with the federal Resource Conservation and -
Recovery Act. [t repeals certain state monitoring and oversight activities. It implements portions of a recent -
Federal Energy Regulatory Commissmn settlement related to decommlssmnmg the facility that was approved in
August 2004. : : : .

Public Law 2005, chapter 254 establishes a single assessment, to be paid by the licensee operating an interim
spent fuel storage facility in this State, for all state activities related to the site, including safety, radiation and
environmental monitoring and security. The payment to the State is $90,000 for the end of 2005; $360,000 for
calendar years 2006 and 2007; $296,667 in 2008; and $170,000 every year thereafter until the spent fuel is
removed from the site and the interim spent fuel storage installation is finally decommissioned. Tt establishes a

fund within the Office of the Public Advocate to receive the unified state assessment on the licensee. The Public -
Advocate is directed to disburse amounts in the fund in order to pay or contribute to. the payment of costs .- -t
incurred by agencies with respect to federal or state proceedmgs safety, radiation and_en_vrronmental momtoring;

and security or other oversight-related activities related to the decommissioning of a nuclear power plant or the -
development or operation of an interim spent fuel storage facility in this State. The Public Advocate is required -
to keep an annual accounting of all funds received by the fund and all disbursements from the fund and to make a
report of this aceountmg to the Utlhtles and Energy Commrttee by the first Monday in February of each year

Public Law 2005, chapter 254 ellmmates the requrrement in the Mame Revised Statutes, Tltle 35—A for
momtormg and reportmg of. routme radloactive releases from a nuclear power plant T e

Public Law 2005, chapter 254 termmates the posmon Of the State Nuciear Safety Inspector on September 30
2006. It also eliminates the fees assomated_wrth funding that position, the Health and En_v_lr_onmentai_Testmg

Lab, and the Nuclear Safety Advisor. It also removes a requirement that assessments on low-level radioactive ©
waste generators to fund the Radmactlve Waste Fund result in a specific total amount; Mame Yankee will remam

sub_;ect to assessments for actual shlpments of 10w~1eve1 radloactlve waste. -

Public Law 2005, chapter 254 ehmmates after the payment made in] uly 2005 the requlrement that Mame '
Yankee reimburse the Department of Environmental Protection for costs incurred by the department in .o
conducting activities related to the decommissioning; - It also amends the sunset on the fee to fund the Advisory -
Commission on Radioactive Waste and allows any remaining funds to be kept by the DEP rather than returned to
Maine Yankee.
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LD 1347 Resolve, Directing the Public Utilities Commission To Amend Its CARRIED OVER-
Rules Governing Net Erergy Billing +
Sponsor(s) Commutitee Report Amendments Adopted
PINKHAM

LD 1347 proposed to direct the Public Utilities Commission to amend its rules governing net energy billing as
follows: to change the requirement that the renewable facility used for net energy billing be located on or n the
vicinity of the customer's premises to a requirement that it be located in the service area of a utility and to require
a utility to provide net energy billing to a customer based on all accounts in that customer's name. Current Public
Utilities Commission net billing rules (Ch. 313) allow for netting self-generation against power from the system
(including transmission and delivery service) over a 12-month period by a renewable generator with a capacity of
100kW or less that is “located on or in the vicinity of the customer’s premises.” The PUC currently interprets its
rules to allow all structures owned by a customer and located near the generator to be net billed; it does not
permit an association of customers to net their load against the generator’s output.

This bill was carried over by H.P. 1203 to the next special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.

LD 1373 Axn Act To Implement Emergency Medical Dispatch Services for PUBLIC 303
E-9-1-1 Calls
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ADAMS OTP-AM H-560
BARTLETT

LD 1373 proposed to require the Emergency Services Communication Burean within the Public Utilities
Commission, in consultation with the Emergency Medical Services Board, to adopt rules governing certification
of (qualifications for and standards to be observed by) providers of emergency medical dispatch services who
respond to E-9-1-1 calls. Beginning in 2007, the rules would regulate the provision of emergency medical
dispatch services in response to E-9-1-1 calls and require all persons handling E-9-1-1 calls to meet certain
qualifications.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-560) proposed to amend the bill as follows:

1. Move the certification of emergency medical dispatch services from the Public Utilities Commission,
Emergency Services Communication Bureau to the Department of Public Safety, Emergency Medical
Services' Board;

2. Limit the application of the certification requirements to public safety answering points and their employees;

3. Provide funding from the E-9-1-1 fund to cover the Emergency Medical Services' Board’s costs of
implementing the certification requirements;
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4. Provide that the Emergency Services Communication Burean use the E-9-1-1 fund to pay the costs of training
incurred by public safety answering points in meeting the certification requirements; and

5. Remove the penalty provision in the bill for violations of the certification requirements. Under current law,
these violations would be grounds for licensing actions by the Emergency Medical Services' Board.

Enactéd 'law_’ Summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 303 requires the Emergency Medical Services Board, in consultation with the
Emergency Services Communication Bureau within the Public Utilities Commission, to adopt rules governing
qualifications for and standards to be observed by public service answering points (PSAPs) in responding to E-9--
1-1 calls. Beginning in 2007, the rules regulate the provision of emergency medical dispatch services in response
to E-9-1-1 calls and require all PASPs and their employees handling E-9-1-1 calls to meet certain standards and .
qualifications. - Under current law, violations of these requirements will be grounds for licensing actions by the -
Emergency Medical Services' Board. Public Law 2005, chapter 303 provides funding from the E-9-1-1 fund to °
cover the costs of the Emergency Medical Services' Board in implementing the certification requirements. Tt also -
provides that the Emergency Services Communication Bureau use the E- 9 1 1 fund to pay the costs of training -
incurred by PSAPs in meeting the certification requirements.

LD 1375 An Act To Improve Cooperative Energy Purchasing for Schools, PUBLIC 190
Towns and Nonprofits

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
STRIMLING OTP

LD 1375 proposed to expand the authority of the Maine Municipal Bond Bank (MMBB) to aggregate
government units (counties, municipalities, SADs, community school districts, and quasi-municipal entities such
as water and sewer districts) and nonprofits to purchase in bulk petroleum products, fuel oil and nataral gas.
Under current law, the MMBB can provide this aggregation service with respect to the purchase of electricity
only. Under other law, the Maine Health and Higher Educational Facilities Authority (MHHEFA) has authority
to make similar bulk purchases on behalf of non-profit healthcare and higher education facilities and the
University of Maine System.

Enacted law summary
Public Law 2005, chapter 190 expands the author;ty of the Maine Mummpal Bond Bank (MMBB) to aggregate ..

government units (counties, municipalities, SADs and community school districts, and quasi-municipal entities
such as water and sewer districts) and nonprofits to purchase in bulk petroleum products, fuel oil and natoral gas.
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LD 1377 An Act Regarding Municipally Owned Street Lighting CARRIED OVER
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WOODCOCK

LD 1377 proposed to:

1. Allow a municipality to acquire existing transmission and distribution utility-owned streetlights and
compensate the utility for the acquisition;

2. Provide that a municipality may purchase energy for street lighting owned or leased by the municipality;

3. Allow a municipality to use the space on poles previously used by the transmission and distribution utility for
its lighting equipment; and

4. Set limits on standards a transmission and distribution utility may apply to municipal lighting equipment.

This bill was carried over by H.P. 1203 to the next special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.

LD 1379 An Act To Amend the Maine Wind Energy Act CARRIED OVER
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
STRIMLING OTP-AM  MAIJ S-365 BARTLETT
FLETCHER OTP-AM  MIN

LD 1379 proposed to establish various policies and incentives to promote the construction of wind generation
facilities as well as wind energy equipment manufacturing facilities. It also proposed a legislative finding
regarding transmission upgrades connecting northemn and eastern Maine and southern Maine. Specifically, the
bill proposed to

1. Authorize the transfer of up to $2 million/year for up to 10 years from the conservation program fund to the
Finance Authority of Maine (FAME) to provide capitalization for FAME financing of wind energy projects
and to direct FAME and the Public Utilities Comumission to determine the most cost effective ways to use
FAME authority to assist in financing wind development;

2. Allow a business to be designated to receive Pine Tree Development Zone benefits if it would support the
construction by that business of a wind-powered generator;

3. Allow a competitive electricity provider to meet the resource portfolio requirements of Title 35-A, section
3210 through renewable credits, if a reliable credit-trading system exists;

4. Create legislative findings that it is in the public interest to encourage the construction of 300 megawatts of

wind generation by 2010 and that it is in the public interest to encourage the development of wind energy
research and generation equipment manufacturing facilities;
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5. Create a legislative finding that enhancement of transmission from northem and eastern Maine to southern
Maine is essential to wind development and to the efficient connection of northern and eastern Maine with
the rest of the US,;

6. Establish as the policy of the State that political subdivisions, agencies and public officials “take every
reasonable action to encourage and expedite” permitting and financing of wind projects and siting,
permitting, financing and construction of wind energy research and manufacturing facilities; and

7. Direct the Board of Environmental Protection to adopt by January 15, 2006 major substantive rules to
streamline the process for review and permitting of wind-power generation up to 100 megawatts, deal ona
general basis with wind permitting issues in order to “narrow the regulatory focus”, and determine, in
consultation with LURC, “preferred” wind project siting areas (areas 50,000 acres or more in size).

Committee Amendment "A" (5-283), (not adopted) was the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on
Utilities and Energy; it proposed to replace the bill. The amendment proposed to establish as the policy of the
State that its political subdivisions, agencies and public officials take every reasonable action to encourage the
attraction of appropriately sited wind-energy-related development consistent with high environmental standards;
the permitting and financing of wind energy projects; and the siting, permitting, financing and construction of
wind energy research and manufacturing facilities where appropriate.

This amendment also proposed to direct the Energy Resources Council to study and report on the type of
electricity generation referred to as "community wind." The council would be directed to provide a report of its
findings and recommendations by January 13, 2006. The Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy
would be authorized to report ont legislation regarding community wind to the Second Regular Session of the
122nd Legisiature.

Committee Amendment "B" (S-284), (not adopted), was the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee
on Utilities and Energy; it proposed to replace the bill. The amendment proposed to:

1. Authorize the granting of Pine Tree Development Zone benefits to an entity if granting such benefits would
support construction in the State by that entity of a community wind power generator with a capacity of no
more than 10 megawatls;

2. Direct the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules allowing the use of renewable energy credits to satisfy
the resource portfolio requirements of Title 35-A, section 3210,

3. Require the Public Utilities Commission, in consultation with the Department of Environmental Protection
and the Finance Authority of Maine, to develop recommendations on ways of promoting community wind
power generafor projects of up to 10 megawailts;

4. [Establish a legislative finding that it is in the public interest to encourage the construction in the State by
2010 of up to 300 megawatts of wind energy capacity, including but not limited to community wind power
generator capacity;

5. Establish as the policy of the State that its political subdivisions, agencies and public officials take every
reasonable action to encourage the attraction of appropriately sited wind-energy-related development
consistent with high environmental standards; the permitting and financing of wind energy projects; and the
siting, permitting, financing and construction of wind energy research and manufacturing facilities;
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6. Require the Board of Environmental Protection to adopt by January 15, 2006 rules that deal on a general
basis with issues that arise in the permitting of wind energy facilities of any size;

7. Direct the Public Utilities Commission to determine the most effective ways for the commission to assist in
the financing of wind energy projects; and

8. Direct the Department of Environmental Protection and the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission to
provide a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy on the agencies' siting guidelines
and authorize the commitiee to report out legislation on wind energy to the Second Regular Session of the
122nd Legislature.

Hounse Amendment "A'" to Committee Amendment "B" (H-667} (not adopted), proposed to malke a variety of
changes to Committee Amendment "B." It proposed to limit the Commissioner of Economic and Community
Development's discretion in designating a wind power developer as a qualified Pine Tree Development Zone
business to “the property, equipment and employees used primarily as part of a community wind power
generator.” It proposed to expand the legislative finding regarding the public’s interest in the construction of
wind energy capacity in the state: instead of the construction of up to 300 megawatts by 2010, the amendment
proposed that it was in the public’s interest that there be at least that amount by that date. It proposed to provide
that wind-energy related development be consistent with state and federal environmental standards (rather than
“high environmental standards™). It proposed to extend the date by which the Board of Environmental Protection
would be required to adopt rules that deal on a general basis with issues that arise in the permitting of wind
energy facilities as well as the reporting deadline for Department of Environmental Protection and the Maine
Land Use Regulation Commission report to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy on the
agencies' siting guidelines.

Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "B" (S-322) (not adopted), proposed to add provisions to
Committee Amendment "B" that would direct the Public Utilities Commmnission to study and report on the type of
electricity generation referred to as "community wind" and to submit legislation to provide a strategy to rapidly
implement feasible community wind sites. The amendment also proposed to reguire the Public Utilities
Commission to explore combining cell phone towers and similar structures with wind power generating
equipment and structures.

Senate Amendment "B" to Committee Amendment "B" (8-341) (not adopted), proposed to make the same
changes to Committee Amendment "B" as proposed in House Amendment “A” with one further addition: to
require the Public Utilities Commission to seek effective ways to assist in developing long-term contracts for the
generation of electricity by community wind power and to adopt major substantive rules to implement and govern
such long-term contracts.

Senate Amendment "A" (8-365) (adopted in both houses), proposed to replace the bill. The amendment
proposed to incorporate the provisions of Commitice Amendment "B" as amended by House Amendment "A"
and Senate Amendment "A" (S-322) with the following changes.

1. It proposed to remove the authority of the Commissioner of Economic and Community Development to
include community wind power generators as Pine Tree Development Zone businesses but to give any
qualified legal entity that owns a community wind power generator sales tax and income tax benefits similar
to those given to Pine Tree Development Zone entities. An entity could be certified for these benefits if it
qualified prior to January 1, 2010. It proposed to provide for the availability of the sales tax exemption
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through December 31, 2010 and to limit availability of the income tax credit to 10 consecutive years after a
certified generator begins operation.

2. It proposed to specify that general wind power permitting guidelines required to be adopted by the Board of
Environmental Protection do not affect the municipal permitting process.

3. Itproposed to remove the finding that it is in the public inferest to encourage the construction and operation
of 300 megawatts of community wind power generators in the state; instead, the amendment proposed to
provide that it is in the public interest to encourage the construction and operation of commmunity wind power
generators in the state. {The summary of the amendment, however, indicates a different intent which is not
reflected in the amendment: to establish a “requirement.. .that the installed capacity of the community wind
power generator project be 300 megawatts,”)

This bill was carried over on the Special Appropriations Table by S.P. 640 to the next special or regular session
of the 122™ Legislature.

LD 1392 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 301: RESOLVE 63
Standard Offer Service, a Major Substantive Rule of the Public EMERGENCY
Utitities Commission

Spansor(s) Commitiee Report Amendments Adopted
OTP-AM H-420

LD 1392 proposed legislative authorization of the portions of Chapter 301: Standard Offer Service, that
constitute a major substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commission. Those portions provided for the
incorporation of new renewable resources into a portion of the standard offer supply when it would reduce price
volatility, provide a hedging strategy, and provide a competitively priced supply option. The rule proposed to
limit application to standard offer service for residential and small non-residential classes; to provide for periodic
(at least once every 5 years) solicitation of bids, generally for a minimum term length of 6 years, and the
evahluation of the bids in accordance with the rule’s standards; and to allow the commission to waive the
solicitation requirement if it found a substantial likelihood that the standards would not be met. Tn accordance
with the enabling law, the rule proposed to provide that the commission or the standard offer provider enter into
the contracts with the suppliers.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-420) proposed to change the resolve and not to authorize final adoption of the
provisionally adopted major substantive rule. The amendment proposed to authorize the commission to submit
revised or new rules on the same subject matter for review in the Second Regular Session of the 122nd
Legislature.

Enacted law summary
Resolve 2005, chapter 65 does not authorize final adoption of those portions of Chapter 301: Standard Offer -
Service that constitute a provisionally adopted major substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commission. It

authorizes the commission to submit revised or new ru}es on the same subject matter for rev1ew m the Second
Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature.
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Resolve 2005, chapter 65 was enacted as an emergency and took effect on May 31, 2005.

LD 1418 Resolve, To Direct the Public Utilities Commission to Examine RESOLVE 62
Issues Related to the Collection of Certain Fees on Prepaid
Wireless Telephone Services

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BLISS OTP-AM H-419
BARTLETT

LD 1418 proposed to amend the law concerning the E-9-1-1 surcharge to include prepaid wireless telephone
service. The bill proposed to require the service provider to collect from the customer a surcharge for the period
of the prepaid service at a rate of 50 cents per month. The provider would be given the option of collecting the
surcharge at the time the customer purchases the service or at the beginning of each month for which time is left
on the service.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-419) proposed to replace the bill and turn the bill into a resolve. The
amendment would direct the Public Utilities Commission to examine methods of ensuring equity in funding the
E-9-1-1 system, the Telecommunications Education Access Fund, and the universal service fund through the
collection of fees on prepaid wireless telephone service. The commission would be directed to submat its report
with its recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by February 2006. The Joint
Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy would be authorized to report out a bill on this subject matter to the
Second Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature.

Enaeted law Summat;v :

Resolve 2005 chapter 62 dlreets the Pubhe Ut:htles Comrmssmn to examing methods of ensuring equlty in:
fundmg the E-9-1-1 system, the Telecommumeatlons Education Access Fund and the universal service fund
through the collection of fees on prepaid wareless telephone sefvice. -The commission is directed to submxt jts | :
report with its recommendations to the Joint Standing Comm1ttee on Utilities and Energy by February 2006. The
Joint Standmg Committee on Utilities and Energy is authorized to report out a bill on the subj eet matter of the
report to the Second Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature. -

LD 1434 An Act To Reform the Renewable Electricity Portfolio Standard ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BLISS ONTP
BARTLETT

LD 1434 proposed to amend the eligible resource portfolio requirement for competitive electricity providers.
The bill proposed to:

1. Modify the current portfolio requirement by disqualifying a generator that sells its electrical output to a
transmission and distribution utility;
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2. Establish a "Tier 2 Requirement," which would require that a certain percentage of a competitive electricity
provider's portfolio be supplied by one of the following: generators built after January 1, 2005 that use
certain renewable resources; hydroelectric generators that install adequate fish passage systems after January
1, 2005; or biomass generators that burn biomass harvested using sustainable forest management practices
and that meet certain emission standards. The requirement would initially be 2% and increase by 0.5% each
year until it reached 7%. A generator that sold its electrical output to a transmission and distribution utility
would not qualify to meet this requirement;

3. Require that any resource used to satisfy the portfolio requirements be scheduled for delivery and delivered
to the New England Power Pool region or to the Maritimes Control Area;

4. Authorize the Public Utilities Commission to allow the portfolio requirements to be met through the use of
renewable credits;

5. Allow the portfolio requirements to be satisfied through alternative compliance payments; and

6. Establish a fund into which all alternative complhiance payments would be paid and from which
disbursements would be made by the Public Utilities Commission to resources that quahfy to meet the Tier 2
Requirement.

This bill relates to the same matter as 1.D 1065.

LD 1435 An Act Establishing Minimum Energy Efficiency Standards for  CARRIED OVER
Certain Products Sold or Installed in the State

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
EBERLE OTP-AM MAJ
TURNER ONTP MIN

LD 1435 proposed to direct the Public Utilities Commission to adopt by rule certain minimum efficiency
standards for 20 products; the commission would be authorized to set higher standards or add new standards for
other products if 11 found the standards o be cost-effective for consumers.

The bill proposed to establish a compliance schedute with 4 different timeframes: for 13 products, the standards
would apply to those sold on or after January 1, 2007 or installed for compensation after January 1, 2008; for 3
products the compliance dates would be January 1, 2008 and January 1, 2009, respectively; for 2 products the
compliance dates would be January 1, 2010 and January 1, 2011, respectively; for 2 products no compliance
dates would be established. For these last 2 products (residential boilers/furnaces and furnace air handlers) the
commission would be directed to consult with the Attorney General to determine whether state standards are
preempted and to submit legislation for compliance dates based on whether a waiver of the federal standards is
required or received.

The bill proposed to require the commission to determine, by January 1, 2006, whether standards “as stringent
as” those established in the bill have been adopted in at least 3 other states. If the commission found this not to
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be the case for one or more of the products, it would be required to submit legislation to delay the compliance
dates for those products by one year.

The bill proposed to direct the commission to adopt procedures for testing compliance; provide for certification
by manufacturers to the commission of compliance (with exceptions for certain products); require manufactures
to mark or label products as in compliance (with exceptions for certain products); authorize the commission to
undertake tests of products and conduct inspections of distributors and retailers of products; and authorize the
Attorney General to enforce compliance.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-307), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Commitiee on
Uttlities and Energy, proposed to remove digital television adapters from the Hst of products required to meet
energy efficiency standards.

House Amendment "A" (H-364}, House Amendment "B" (H-365), House Amendment "C" (H-366), House
Amendment "D" (H-397), Senate Amendment "A" {S-233) and House Amendment "B" te Commitfee
Amendment "A" (H-377) each proposed to eliminate various products from the list of products required to meet
energy efficiency standards. Honse Amendment "B" to Committee Amendment "A'" (H-377) also proposed
further to narrow the scope of the bill, remove the commission’s authority to undertake inspections and
investigations for purposes of enforcing standards, change compliance dates for certain products, require the
comrission, in testing product compliance, to use test methods approved by the United States Department of
Energy and to change all rule-makings to major substantive rule-makings.

House Amendment "F" (H-619) proposed to change the requirement in the bill that the commission review at
least 3 other states' laws for similar energy efficiency requirements by specifying that the 3 other states be New
England states and that one of them be New Hampshire.

House Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (H-370), House Amendment "C" to Committee
Amendment "A" (H-411), House Amendment "E" (H-548), Senate Amendment "B" (5-310) and House
Amendment "D" to Committee Amendment "A" (H-549) proposed to establish a rebate program for
purchases of products that meet energy efficiency standards. Some of these amendments proposed to replace the
mandatory standards with the rebate program while other amendments proposed to supplement the mandatory
standards with the rebate program. The amendments also proposed to narrow in various ways the list of
products.

LD 1440 An Act To Encourage the Implementation of High-speed Internet CARRIED OVER
Access in Rural and Isolated Areas

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PINGREE
DAMON

LD 1440 was a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. It proposed to encourage high-speed Internet access in
areas of the State underserved or currently not served because of technical and market barriers by:
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1. Creating the Maine Internet Access Authority in the Public Utilities Commission to encourage collaboration
between Internet service providers, traditional communications providers, state and local governmental
entities and economic and community development groups;

2. Requiring towns to better accommodate wireless Internet access from Internet service providers by providing
access to water towers or other similarly accessible towers and public buildings for no cost or a greatly
reduced fee;

3. Encouraging Internet access in rural communities and competition among Internet service providers in larger
communities by creating a state matching fund for implementation of new creative Internet access

technologies or for laying messenger wire in communities on current pole structures for Internet access; and

4. Requiring all Internet, Voice-over-Internet Protocol and broadband service providers fo include all fees in the
advertised prices of their products.

LDs 1128 and 789 also relate to the expansion of broadband services.

This bill was carried over by H.P. 1203 to the next special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.

LD 1442 An Act To Facilitate Energy Self-sufficiency for Maine's Offshore P&S2
Islands
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PINGREE OTP-AM H-486
DAMON

LD 1442 proposed to permit a consumer-owned utility to sell wholesale generation service, beyond sales that are
merely incidental, when necessary to reduce the cost of providing retail service. Under current law, a consumer-
owned transmission and distribution utility may not sell wholesale peneration service except incidental sales
necessary to reduce the cost of providing retail service.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-320), which was the original majority report of the committee, proposed to
narrow the focus of the bill. Under the amendment, consumer-owned fransmission and distribution utilities
located on and serving the residents of an offshore island would be permitted to sell wholesale generation service
in order to reduce the cost of providing retail service.

Committee Amendment "B" (H-486) was developed after the bill was recommitted to the committee. 1t
proposed to replace the bill. This amendment proposed o narrow the focus of the bill to Fox Islands Electric
Cooperative, Inc. The amendment proposed to allow the Fox Islands Electric Cooperative, Inc. to sell wholesale
generation service in order to reduce its cost of providing refail service.

Enacted law summary R
Private and Special Law 2005, chapter 21 provides that the Fox Islands Electric Cooperative, Inc. may sell

wholesale generation service in order to reduce its cost of providing retail service. Under current law, a
consumer-owned transmission and distribution utility may not sell wholesale generation service except incidental
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sales necessary to reduce the cost of providing retail service. Private and Spemal Law 2005, chapter 21 prowdes
somewhat broader authority to the Fox Islands Electric Cooperative, Inc. '

LD 1586 An Act To Encourage the Use of Solar Energy PUBLIC 459
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BRAUTIGAM OTP-AM  MAJ H-615
COURTNEY OTP-AM  MIN S-403 ROTUNDO

LD 1586 proposed to provide for rebates, sales tax exemptions and ncome tax credits for mstallations of solar
thermal systems and photovoltaic systems in residential or commercial properties. Specifically the bill proposed
fo:

1. Establish a rebate program for qualified installations of solar energy systems. The rebate would be available
to owners or tenants of residential or commercial buildings; in the case of newly built residences, to the
original owner or occupant. The amount of $500,000/year from the Public Utilities Commission’s
Conservation Program Fund would be made available for the following rebates for the following
mstallations. A rebate of $3/watt for first 2 kilowatts of capacity and $1/watt for next kilowatt of capacity
for qualified photovoltaic systems (peak capacity no more than 100kW, installed in residential or commercial
building by master electrician certified by the North American Board of Certified Energy Practitioners or
“NAPCEP”, and connected to the grid). A rebate equal to the lesser of 25% of system cost (including
installation) or $500 for a qualified solar thermal system designed to heat water (installed by licensed
plumber certified by PUC 1in residential or commercial building and connected to the grid) or a qualified solar
thermal system designed to heat air (installed in a residential or commercial building and connected to the

grid);

2. FEstablish a sales tax exemption for sales of solar energy equipment related to the installation of the following
in an individual’s principal residence or a commercial building: photovoltaic systems with peak capacity no
more than 100kW or solar thermal systems designed o heat water or air (no installation or cormection-to-the-
grid requirements); and

3. Establish an income tax credit equal to lesser of 25% of the cost of the system, including installation, or $500
{may not reduce tax due to less than zero; credit exceeding tax due can be carried forward for use in next 3
years) for solar thermal systems designed to heat water or air (no installation or connection-to-the-grid
requirements).

Committee Amendment "A" (H-615), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on
Utilities and Energy, proposed to replace the bill. This amendment proposed to preserve the basic provisions of
the bill but to makes the following changes.

1. Rather than using funds from the conservation program fund for the solar energy rebate program, the
amendment proposed to establish a new fund. Funds for the new fund would be collected in the same
manner as for the conservation program fund. The assessment for the new fund would be capped at 0.005
cents per kilowatt hour, The cap on the assessment for the conservation program fund would be reduced by
the same amount so that there would be no net increase in total assessment as a result of the combined
assessments,
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2. Tt proposed to provide that qualified solar installations made after July 1, 2005 would qualify for the rebate
program.

3. It proposed to modify the installation requirements for the rebate program.

A. Between July 1, 2005 and January 1, 2007, a solar photovoltaic system would need to be installed by a
master electrician who has completed a training course to prepare for certification by NABCEP or by a
master electrician working in conjunction either with a person who has been certified by NABCEP or a
person who has completed a training course to prepare for such certification. On or after January 1,
2007, the system would need to be installed by a master electrician who has been certified by NABCEP
or by a master electrician working in conjunction with a person who has been so certified.

B. A solar thermal system designed to heat water would need to be installed by a licensed plumber who has
been certified by the commission to install such systems or by a licensed plumber working in conjunction
with a person who has been certified by the commission to install such systems.

4. It proposed to provide for the Public Utilities Commission to establish standards and procedures for
demonstrating qualification for the rebate program and to provide that the commission allow a person to
demonstrate the date a system was installed by the date of a net metering arrangement with a transmission
and distribution utility or a dated bill of sale for the system.

5. It proposed to modify the sales tax exemption for installations of qualified solar energy equipment to provide
for a tax reimbursement rather than an exemption, to allow systems installed on or after July 1, 2005 to
qualify, and to provide administrative procedures to implement the reimbursement program.,

6. It proposed to modify the income tax credit to provide administrative procedures to implement the credit and
to clarify that the credit is allowed in tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2005.

Committee Amendment "B" (H-616), which was the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on
Utilities and Energy, proposed to replace the bill. The amendment proposed to preserve the basic provisions of
the bill and to make the same changes to the bill as proposed in the majority report, except that it proposed to
provide that all funding for the solar energy rebate program be provided from the General Fund. The amendment
proposed to provide $500,000 each year for this purpose.

Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (8-403) proposed to amendment Committee
Amendment “A” by removing the income tax credit and sales tax reimbursement provisions. It proposed to
increase the maximum rebate for the purchase and installation of a solar thermal system (air or water) from $500
to $1,250. Tt proposed to provide that 25% of the solar energy rebate program fund would be allotted to rebates
for solar photovoltaic systems; 75% of the fund would be allotted to the installation of solar thermal systems (air
or water).

This amendment proposed to limit the participation in the solar energy rebate program to residents of the State
and to repeal the program on December 31, 2008,
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Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 459 provides rebates for the purchase and installation of solar water heating and solar .
air heating systems and solar electric, or "photovoltaic," systems for residential or.commercial buildings, ..~
Qualified solar installations made by qualified installers after July 1, 2005 qualify for the rebate program. -
Funding for the program is provided through an assessment on transmission and distribution utilities; the .-+ *, .~
assessment is capped at 0.005 cents per kilowatt hour and is deposited in the solar energy rebate program fund. -
The cap on the assessment for the conservation program fund is reduced by the same amount so that there is no.
net increase in total assessment as a result of the combined assessments, ‘Rebates for solar photovoltaic systems
are limited to 25% of the solar energy rebate program fund and rebates for solar thermal systems are limited to -
5% of the fund per fiscal year. : :

Installatlons of quahﬁed photovoltaic systems (peak capacity no more than 100kW, installed in residential or - *
commercial building by certain qualified persons, and connected to the grid) are eligible for a rebate of $3/watt -
for first 2 kilowatts of capacity and $1/watt for next kilowatt of capacity. Installations of qualified solar thermal
systerns designed to heat water (installed by certain qualified persons in a residential or commercial bu1ldmg and -
connected to the grid) or qualified solar thermal systems designed to heat air (installed in a residential or - :
commercial building and connected to the grid) are eligible for a rebate equal to the lesser of 25% of system cost
(including 1nstallat10n) or $l 250 Partlmpatron in the solar energy rebate program is 11m1ted to res1dents of the
State . . . : . R i : . o

Between July 1, 2005 and January 1,2007,a solar photovolta'ie system must be installed by a master electrician
who has completed a training course to prepare for certification by the North American Board of Certified - _
Energy Practitioners (NABCEP) or by a master eleotrreran workxng in COIl_}LlllCthll either with a person who has '
been certified by NABCEP or a person who has completed a training course to prepare. for certificationbya -
NABCEP; on or after January 1, 2007, the system must be installed by a master electrician who has been certrﬁed
by a NABCEP or by a master eleetrlclan working in conjunction with a person who has been certified by. = -
NABCEP. - A solar thermal system des1gned o heat water may be installed by a. heensed plumber ‘who has been -
certified by the commission to install such systems orbya licensed plumber workmg mn conjunctlon W1th a
person who has been eert1ﬁed by the eomm1ss1on to mstall such systems RTINS

The Pubhc Ut111t1es Commrssmn admrmsters the rebate program
The program is repealed on December 31 2008
LD 1591 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 920: Maine RESOLVE 88

Model Building Enexrgy Code, a Major Substantive Rule of the EMERGENCY
Public Utilities Commission

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
OTP-AM MAJ H-510
OTP-AM MIN

LD 1591 proposed to provide legislative authorization for Chapter 920: Maine Model Building Energy Code, a
major substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commission.
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Committee Amendment "A" (H-510), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on
Utilities and Energy, proposed to authorize final adoption of the rule, provided certain changes to the rule were
made. The required changes include

1. Technical changes to clarify the model code standards;
2. The addition of exemptions for modular housing, owner-built homes, and log homes; and

3. Changes to ensure the application of the model code and its relation to existing mandatory standards are
consistent with statute.

The amendment also proposed to require the Public Utilities Commission to absorb any costs associated with the
implementation of the rule.

Committee Amendment "B " (H-511) , which was the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on
Utilities and Energy, proposed not to authorize final adoption of the rule.

This bill relates to the energy code tssues in LD 1685.
Enacred Iaw summary

Resolve 2005 chapter 88 authorizes adoptlon of Chapter 920: Mame Model Building Energy Code a major :
substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commission provided certain changes to rule are made. The required -
changes include technical changes to clarify the model code standards; the addition of exemptions for modular -
housing, owner-built homes, and logl homes and changes to ensure the apphcatlon of the model code and its -~
relation to existing mandatory standards are consistent with statute. It also requires the Public Utzlmes S
Comm1ss;1on to absorb any costs assomated Wlth the 1mplementatlon of the rule

Resolve 2005 chapter 88 was enacted as an emergency and took effect on J une 3 2005.

LD 1610 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 306: RESOLVE 57
Uniform Information Disclosure and Informational Filing EMERGENCY
Requirements, a Major Substantive Rule of the Public Utilities
Commission
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
OTP

LD 1610 proposed to authorize the portions of Chapter 306: Uniform Information Disclosure and Informational
Filing Requirements that constitute a major substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commission.

895



Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy

Enacted law summaljy

Resolve 2005, chapter 57 authorlzes final adoptlon of that portlon of Chapter 306 Umform Information
Disclosure and Informatlonai Fllmg Requlrements that constltutes a ma_| or substantlve rule of the Public U‘uhtles
Commlssmn : : - :

Resolve 2005, ehapter 57 was passed as an emergency measure effective May 26, 2005,
LD 1612 Resolve, To Ensure Proper Handling by the E-9-1-1 System of RESOLVE 63

Calls Made by Persons Who Are Deaf, Hard-ef-hearing or
Speech-impaired

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
EDMONDS OTP-AM 5-228

LD 1612 proposed to require that the Emergency Services Communication Bureau:

1. Ensure that all public safety answering points accept calls generated from automated emergency response
telephones;

2. Ensure that all dispatchers at public safety answering points are trained on telecommunications devices for
the deaf and voice carry-over, hearing carry-over and captioned telephone equipment as well as any newly
developed related equipment;

3. Conduct monthly, unannounced call tests for every public safety answering point to test call and equipment
capability and to report the test results to the E-9-1-1 Council and the Department of Labor, Bureau of
Rehabilitation Services, Division of Deafness; and

4. Ensure that any change to the E-9-1-1 system that requires new equipment is compatible with
telecommunications devices for the deaf and voice carry-over, hearing carry-over and captioned telephone
equipment.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-228) proposed to change the bill into a resolve. The amendment proposed to
direct the Public Utilities Commission, Emergency Services Communication Bureau to convene a stakeholders
group, including representatives of dispatch centers that handle E-9-1-1 calls and the Maine Center on Deafness,
to examine how to ensure that the E-9-1-1 system adequately handles calls made by persons who are deaf, hard-
of-hearing or speech-impaired. The Emergency Services Communication Bureau would be required, no later
than January 15, 2006, to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy the resulis of the
stakeholder process and the committee would be authorized to report out legislation on this subject matter to the
Second Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature.

Enacted law summary

Resolve 2005, chapter 63 directs the Emergency Services Communication Bureau in the Public Utilities
Commission to convene a stakeholders group, including representatives of dispatch centers that handle E-9-1-1
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calls and the Maine Center on Deafness, to.examine how to ensure that the E-9-1-1 system adequately handles
calls made by persons who are deaf, hard-of-hearing or speech-impaired. The Emergency Services
Communication Bureau is required, no later than January 15, 2006, to report to the Joint Standmg Commlttee on
Utilities and Energy the results of the stakeholder process. ‘The Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and -
Energy is authorized to report out legislation relating to the sub_;ect matter of thls resolve to the Second. Regular
Session of the 122nd Legislature.

LD 1613 An Act To Promote the Use of Public Safety Telecommunications PUBLIC 336
Equipment by the Deaf and Hard-of-hearing Community

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
EDMONDS OTP-AM MAJ S-285

OTP-AM  MIN

LD 1613 proposed to establish a discount program for deaf or hard-of-hearing persons for wireless or 2-
way pager service used to receive emergency alerts issued by any state or federal agency.

Under current law, $85,0000/year is transferred from the Public Utilities Commission’s universal service
fund (USF) to the Communications Equipment Fund administered by the Department of Labor, Bureau or
Rehabilitation Services for use in providing telecommunications equipment for the deaf and hard-of-
hearing, including for emergency alert equipment and training needs. The commission is authorized to
require telecommunications carriers to contribute to the USF to cover this transfer. The commission is also
authorized to transfer from the USF up to an additional $37,500/year to the Communications Equipment
Fund if sufficient federal funding for Communications Equipment Fund purposes is not received; this
amount must be absorbed by the USF; the PUC is currently not authorized to assess carriers to collect this
amount.

The bill would continue to require the commission to transfer $85,000/year from the USF to
Communications Equipment Fund; the funds would be available generally for teleconmmunications
equipment for the deaf and hard of hearing. The bill would also continue to allow the cormmission to
transfer an additional $37,500/year from the USF to Communications Equipment Fund but would allow the
PUC to assess carriers to recover this amount; these funds also would be available generally for
telecommunications equipment for the deaf and hard of hearing. The bill would establish a new discount
program for deaf or hard-of-hearing persons who have income less than 225% of the federal poverty level:
$10/month discount (or the total service charge, whichever is less) for wireless or 2-way pager service used
to receive emergency alerts issued by any state or federal agency (the person would receive the discount
and carrier would be reimbursed from the fund). To fund this new program, the bill would provide up to
$300,000/year from the E-911 fund and up to $300,000/year from the USF.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-285), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on
Utilities and Energy, proposed to replace the bill but to preserve much of its substance. The amendment
proposed to:

1. Establish a program for deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals with incomes less than 135% of the federal

poverty level to provide a discount to help offset the costs of owning a wireless communications device or 2-
way pager that is used to receive state or federal emergency notifications;
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Provide funding for the program by allowing transfers of funds from the state universal service fund to the
Commumnications Equipment Fund for use exclusively for the program: up to $60,000 in fiscal year 2005-06,
up to $90,000 in fiscal year 2006-07, and up to $120,000 in each subsequent fiscal year;

Repeal the law currently prohibiting the Public Utilities Commission from requiring contributions to the state
universal service fund in order to cover the $37,500/year currently authorized to be transferred from that fund
to the Communications Equipment Fund;

Direct the Public Utilities Commission, in consultation with the Department of Labor, Bureau of
Rehabilitation Services, to make recommendations prior to January 31, 2008 on whether the amount of
funding authorized to be transferred from the universal service fund to the proposed new discount program is
appropriate and sufficient and whether adjustments should be made to the authorized amount; and

Add an allocation section.

Commitiee Amendment "B" (S-286), which was the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on
Utilities and Energy, proposed to replace the bill. This amendment proposed to:

L.

6.

Provide to a deaf or hard-of-hearing person who has an income of less than 135% of the federal poverty level
a discount of up to $10 per month in the service charge for any wireless communications device or 2-way
pager that is used to receive emergency alerts issued by any state or federal agency;

Provide funding for this program from the General Fund;

Authorize and direct the Department of Labor, Bureau of Rehabilitation Services and the State Purchasing
Agent to attempt, to the extent practicable, to reduce the service charges for wireless communications devices
or 2-way pagers incurred by deaf or hard-of-hearing persons eligible for the discounts established under the
amendment through an appropriate bidding or other procedure to achieve bulk discounts on such charges;

Direct the Department of Labor, Bureau of Rehabilitation Services to report to the Joint Standing Committee
on Appropriations and Financial Affairs and the Jomnt Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by
January 5, 2007 recommendations for appropriate funding levels to continue the discount program proposed
to be established under the amendment;

Repeal the law currently prohibiting the Public Utilities Commission from requiring contributions to the state
universal service fund in order to cover the $37,500/year currently authorized to be transferred from that fund

to the Communications Equipment Fund; and

Add an appropriations and allocations section.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 336:

1.

Establishes a program for deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals with incomes less than 135% of the federal
poverty level to provide a discount to help offset the costs of owning a wireless communications dev1ce or 2-
way pager that is used to receive state or federal emergency notifications;
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2. Prowdes fundmg for the program by allowmg transfers of funds from the state unlversal serv1ce fund to the_
. Communlcatxons Equlpmcnt Fund for exciuswe use of the program Ve -

3. ‘Removes a provzsron cmrentiy prohibmng the Publ;c Utlhtles Commission from requiring contributions to
the state universal service fund in order to cover amounts currently authorized to be transferred from that
~fund to the Commumcatrons Equlpment Fund and = SR

4. Directs the Pubhc Utlhtles Commlssmn, in consuitatlon with the Department of Labor, Bureau of
Rehabilitation Services, to make recommendations prior to January 31, 2008 on whether the amount of
funding authorized to be transferred from the universal service fund to the discount program is appropriate
and sufficient and whether adjustments should be made to the authorized amount.

LD 1658 An Act To Expand the Powers of the Stonington Sanitary District P&S24
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PINGREE OTP-AM H-561
DAMON

LD 1658 proposed to alter the powers, territory and trustee qualifications of the Stonington Sanitary District.
The district was created pursuant to the sanitary district enabling law. The bill proposed to expand the district’s
territory to include the entire Town of Stonington; require that all trustees reside within the district and that 4 of
the trustees reside in households that use the district’s services; and authorize the district to provide septic
services to entfities not connected to the district’s facilities. The bill proposed to make these changes subject to
local referendum approval.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-561) proposed to strike the emergency preamble and emergency clause and to
provide that all trustees reside within the district and that 4 of the trustees reside in households connected to the
district’s facilities.

Enacted law suinmary o

Private and Special Law 2005 chapter 24 expands the territory and powers and. adds new res:dcncy requ1rements
for the trustees of the Stonington Sanitary District. The new powers granted to the district, which was
established pursuant to the Sanitary District Enabling law and not by private and special law charter are the
authority to nnplement seasonal rates and to prov1de septlc services to entlties not connected to the dlstnct s

facilities.

Private and Special Law 2005, chapter 24 is subject to approval by district referendum.
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LD 1665 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 11: RESOLVE 89
PBX/Multiline Telephone System (MLTS) Requirements, a Major =~ EMERGENCY
Substantive Rule of the Public Utilities Commission

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
OTP-AM H-509

LD 1665 proposed to authorize final adoption of Chapter 11: PBX/Multiline Telephone System (MLTS)
Requirements, a major substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commission.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-509) proposed to authorize final adoption of the provisionally adopted rule
provided that the rule is amended to add an application section specifying that nothing in the rule requires any
local unit of government to expand or modify its activities 5o as to necessitate additional expenditures from local
revenues.

Enacted law summary .

Resolve 2005, chapter 89 authorizes final adoption of Chapter 11: PBX/Multiiine Telephone System (MLTS) N
Requirements, a provisionally adopted major substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commission provided that -
the rule is amended to add an application section specifying that nothing in the rule requires any local unit of . -

government to expand or modify its activities so as to necessitate additional expenditures from chaI revenues.

Resolve 2005, chapter 89 was enacted as an emergency and took effect on June 3, 2005.

LD 1675 An Act To Make a Standard Alternative Form of Regulation CARRIED OVER
Available to Rural Telephone Companies

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HOBRBINS

LD 1675 proposed to create an exception for rural telephone companies from the law governing the
establishment of alternative forms of regulation (AFOR). Tt proposed to require the Public Utilities Commission
to adopt any AFOR proposed by a rural telephone company if

1. The term of the AFOR is 5 or more years;

2. The AFOR allows the telephone company to establish rates without PUC review, provided the company’s
local basie rates do not exceed comparable Verizon’s rates (if the company has lower basic rates before the
AFOR, it would be permitted to increase its rates to the level of Verizon’s; the AFOR would also be required
to allow the company to increase local rates above Verizon’s rates as necessary to offset exogenous events);

3. The AFOR allows the telephone company to choose to continue to receive universal service funds to meet its
revenue requirement in the same amount as it received before the AFOR, subject to adjustment equal to the
change in Verizon’s basic service rates (receipt of such universal service funds currently are tied to the level
of Verizon’s basic rates);
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4. The AFOR requires the telephone company to meet the requirements of the access rate law; and

5. The AFOR subjects the telephone company to service quality standards similar to those that apply to
Verizon.

The Public Utilities Commission would not be permitted to adopt provisions inconsistent with these provisions
without the telephone company’s approval.

This bill was carried over by H.P. 1203 to the next special or regular session of the 122™ Legislature.

LD 1685 An Act Regarding Energy Codes PUBLIC 350
Sponsor(s) Commuittee Report Amendments Adopted
OTP

LD 1685, was reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy pursuant to the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 3327, subsection 4, with a unanimous “ought-to-pass” report. The bill
proposed several changes to the residential and commercial building energy codes.

Enacfed Iaw summmy
Pubhc Law 2005, chapter 350

1. '_'-Prov1des for the Public Utlht]es Commlssmn rather than the Department of Economle and Commumty
- Development to admxmster statutory energy efﬁc1ency buﬁdmg perfonnance standards

2."-'_Changes certain deﬁnmons in the energy efﬁc1ency ’ouddmg performance standards laws to rnake them
-~ ‘consistent with the model buﬁdmg energy code adopted by ma_;or substantive rule of the Pubhc Utthtles
: 3Comm1s31on ' . : : AR

3. T Updates the mandatory bulld:ng energy standards for mulhfamﬁy re51dent1al bulldmgs }ess than 4 storres 1n ::'
_helght to the standards adopted in the model building energy eode : : '

4. Directs the Public Utilitics Commrssmn to provrde 1nfonnatlon about the mandatory commercial bmldlng
_standards to entities involved in permitting building construction so that the information can be distributed to
_persons applying for such permits. It authorizes the commission to distribute the forms or other educatlonai
: matenals to ent1t1es mvolved in the de51gn or construction of eommermal bulidmgs and

5. Prowdes that municipalities may adopt an amended version of the model buildmg energy code that does not
" include certain parts or portions of that code or that creates new exemptions from its requirements; it does not
permit a municipality to adopt a version that includes modifications to any standard established in the model
code.
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Unreferenced Bills Not Included In Committee Summaries

LD 8% An Act To Give the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and PUBLIC 1
Wildlife the Authority To Allow the Operation of Snowmobiles EMERGENCY
Registered outside the State at Special Events Occurring in the
State
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARTIN
PARADIS

This bill proposed that snowmobiles registered in another state or in a Canadian province could be operated
without a Maine registration at a special event or festival organized that occurred in this State if such operation
was approved by the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. It proposed to repeal the provision of law
that allowed the commissioner to designate one weekend a year as an open snowmobile weekend when
snowmobiles registered outside the State could be used in the State without being registered n the State.

Enacted law summary B

Public Law 2005, chapter 1 provides that snowmobiles registered in another state orina Canadlan provmce may -
be operated without a Maine registration at a special event or festival organized to occur in this State if such -+~ '
operation is approved by the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. It repeals the provision of law that
allows the commissioner to designate one weekend a year as an open snowmobile weekend when snowmobiles
registered outside the State may | be used in the State thhout bemg reglstered in the State B '

Public Law 2005, chapter 1 was enacted as an emergency measure effectlve J anuary 18, 2005.

LD 316 An Act To Repeal the Excise Tax on Motor Vehicles DIED BETWEEN
HOUSES
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FISCHER

This bill proposed to repeal the excise tax that is levied on motor vehicles and camper trailers but retain the
excise tax levied on aircraft and mobile homes.
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Unreferenced Bills Not Included In Committee Summaries

LD 877 Resolve, To Prevent the Upstream Migration of Exotic Species INDEF PP
past the Fish River Falls and into the Fish River Watershed

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARTIN
JACKSON

LD 877 proposed to direct the Commissioner of Marine Resources to implement a program to prevent the
upstream migration of exotic species past the Fish River Falls and into the Fish River watershed in Aroostook
County.

LD 1322 Resolve, To Ensure the Effective Implementation of Alewife DIED BETWEEN
Restoration on the Sebasticook River Watershed HOUSES
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FLETCHER

LD 1322 proposed to require the Department of Marine Resources to develop and perform a comprehensive cost
and benefit analysis of the restoration of alewives to specified waterways of the Sebasticook River system. It
proposed to require the department to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
and the Joint Standing Committee on Marme Resources by January 15, 2006, and to delay further efforts to
reintroduce alewives to the specified waterways until the committees have had an opportunity to review the
report and approve further efforts to reintroduce alewives.

LD 1581 Resolve, To Ensare Effective Implementation of Alewife DIED BETWEEN
Restoration on the Sebasticook River Watershed HOUSES
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FLETCHER

LD 1581 proposed to require the Department of Marine Resources to develop and perform a comprehensive cost
and benefit analysis of the restoration of alewives to specified waterways of the Sebasticook River system. It
proposed to require the department to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
and the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources by January 15, 2006, and to delay further efforts to
reintroduce alewives to the specified waterways until the committees have had an opportunity to review the
report and approve further efforts to reinfroduce alewives.
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Unreferenced Bills Not Included In Committee Summaries

LD 1644 An Act Regarding the Unused Pharmacentical Disposal Program - PUBLIC 297
EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted

H-426 PINGREE

L.D 1644 proposed to allow the acceptance into the Unused Pharmaceutical Disposal Program Fund of public
funds that are not General Fund funds and change the beginning date of the program from July 1, 2005 to July 1,
2006.

Enacted law summary - .

Public Law 2003, chapter 297 allows the acceptance into the Unused Pharmaceutical Disposal Program Fund of -
public funds that are not General Fund funds and changes the beginning date of the program from July 1, 2005 1o
July 1, 2006.  The law requires that the program operate with funding only from the Unused Pharmaceutical -
Disposal Program Fund and establishes the procedure for notification to the State Budget Officer that fundmg has
been procured, The law authorlzes operation of the program for 2 years when fundmg for 2 years has been N
procured. : - :

Public Law 2005, éllapter 297 was enacted as arr émergency measure effective Ju'n'e' 2, 2005,

LD 1688 An Act To Establish the Maine-New Hampshire Cooperative PUBLIC 456
Trails

Sponsor{s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BRYANTB
MUSE

LD 1688 proposed to designate 2 trails in Maine and New Hampshire as the Maine-New Hampshire Cooperative
Trails and allows a snowmobile registered in either Maine or New Hampshire to be operated on the portion of
those trails located in Maine. It would require the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to adopt rules
regarding the grooming and maintenance of the Maine-New Hampshire Cooperative Trails and payment or
reimbursement for those services by users of the trails based on the average per mile cost of providing those
services by Maine and New Hampshire. It would also require the Director of the Off-Road Vehicle Division of
the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Conservation to work with the director of New
Hampshire's snowmobile program to develop and place signs clearly identifying the Maine-New Hampshire
Cooperative Trails.

Enacted law summiary

Public Law, chapter 456 designates 2 trails in Maine and New Hampshire as the Maine-New Hampshire .. -
Cooperative Trails and allows a snowmobile registered in either Maine or New Hampshire to be operated on the
portion of those trails located in Maine. It requires the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to adopt
rules regarding the grooming and maintenance of the Maine-New Hampshire Cooperative Trails and payment or
reimbursement for those services by vsers of the trails based on the average per mile cost of providing those
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services by Maine and New Hampshlre Tt requires the Director of the Off-Road Vehicle Division of the Bureau
of Parks and Lands within the Department of Conservation to work with the director of New Hampshire's -
snowmobile program to develop and place signs clearly identifying the Maine-New Hampshire Cooperatlve L
Trails.

LD 1689 An Act To Ensure Maine's Readiness To Respond to Decisions P&S27
Relative to the Base Realignment and Closure Process EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
RICHARDSON J
EDMONDS

LD 1689 proposed to request that the Governor identify up to $100,000 of funds previously appropriated by the
Legislature, yet no longer needed for the intended purpose, and transfer those funds by financial order to assist
communities affected by the Base Realignment and Closure Commission process no later than June 30, 2005.
The bill proposed to require the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services to report to the
Governor, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House no later than October 1, 2005 regarding the
expenditure of the funds.

Enacted’ law summmjy

anate and Special Law 2005, chapter 27 requests that the Governor 1dent1fy up to $100,000 of funds prevmus]y _
appropriated by the Legislature, yet no longer needed for the intended purpose, and transfer those funds by -
financial order to assist communities affected by the Base Realignment and Closure Commission process no later -
than June 30, 2005. The law requires the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services to report to the
Governor, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 1o later than October 1, 2005 regardmg the '
expenchture of the funds. = : .

Pr1vate and Speclai Law 2005, chapter 27 was enacted as an emergency measure effective June 21 2005
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