


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

9. To direct the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation to review and make recommendations for statutory 
revisions to Maine tax laws affecting railroads and authorizing the committee to report out legislation to 
implement recommendations during the Second Regular Session of the 121st Legislature. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-136) proposed to delete the provision that would require fines imposed for 
truck weights exceeding 100,000 pounds to be deposited into the Railroad Preservation and Assistance Fund and 
instead amend the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, section 2602 to provide for these fines to be deposited in 
the Highway Fund in the same manner as other fines for weight violations. It proposed a delayed effective date 
of July 1, 2005 to those provisions of the bill that have an impact on the General Fund. 

House Amendment "A" (H-400) proposed to remove the requirement that the Commissioner of Transportation 
seek the approval of the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation 
matters prior to dismantling state-owned track. The commissioner would still be required to review the 
proposed dismantling with the committee. 

It proposed to remove the requirement that the chairs of the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation appoint a 
subcommittee to review tax provisions applying to railroads. It proposed to specify instead that the entire 
committee conduct the review and that the review take place during interim meetings authorized by the presiding 
officers of the Legislature. 

Senate Amendment "A" to House Amendment "A" (S-295) proposed to authorize the Joint Standing 
Committee on Taxation to report out a bill, instead of legislation. 

EnactedLaw Suminary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 498 directs the. Commissioner ()f Economkand CommunityDevelQpment to ensure 
thattransportation needs and the potential use of rail are considered when economic <levelopment projects are 
planned. It establishes a freight transportation advisory council in statute, It requires the C0mmissioner of 
Transportation to. seek the review pf the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
transportation matters prior to the dismantling.of state-.owned railroad tracks: It increase.s the.maximumallowable 
reimburse111ent to railroad companies for maintaining a railroad crossingfrom$ l,500 to $2,500 pl'!rcrossing.It · 
directs the J.oint Standing Committee on Taxation t0 review and make recmnmendations for statutory revisions. to 
.Maine tax Jaws affecting railroads and authorizes the committee to report out a bill to implement · . . .· 
recommendations during the Second Regular Session of the _12 lst Legislature It repeals the tax credit cap on the 
railroad excise tax. 

Certain provisions of Chapter 498 with an impact on the General Fund have a delayed date of July l, . 
2005. These provisions direct all revenue from the railroa.d excise tax to be deposited in the Railroad Preservation 
and Assistance .Fund and all use taxes paid on fuel consumed byvehicles operating on rails and.eligible fora 
refund from the. gas tax to be deposited in the Railroad Preservation and Assistance Fund. Also effective July 1, 
2005 is a provision that amends Maine ReviSed Statutes, Title 29-A, section 2602 fopro:videfor fines from the 
over-I 00,000-pounds violations to be deposited in the.Higl;iway Fund in the same manner as other fmes for 
weight violations. 

988 • Transportation Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 



LD603 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act To Simplify the Bonding Limitations of the Maine 
Turnpike Authority 

Sponsor(s) 
HATCH PH 

SAVAGE 

Committee Report 
OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

PUBLIC32 

LD 603 proposed to establish one statutory cap for revenue bonds issued by the Maine Turnpike Authority and 
eliminate the existence of three separate revenue bond categories. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 20p3, chapter 32 establishes 011e statutorycap for revenue bonds issued by the Maine Turnpike 
Authority and eliminates the existence of three separate revenue bond.categories. 

LD604 An Act To Allow the Maine Turnpike Authority To Benefit from 
Advantageous Interest Rates 

Sponsor(s) 
SAVAGE 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
S-34 

PUBLIC 111 

LD 604 proposed to authorize the Maine Turnpike Authority to enter into agreements that may provide a 
subsequent advantage to the authority based on future interest rates. The bill also proposed to provide a 
temporary extension of the authority's bonding capacity for the year 2003 that will enable it to perform 
refinancing. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-34) proposed to strike the language that authorized extending the Maine 
Turnpike Authority's bonding capacity for the year 2003. The amendment also proposed to remove the 
emergency preamble and emergency clause. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter .111 authorizes the Maine Turnpike Authorit}' tCl enter into agreements that may 
provide .a subsequent advantage to the authority based on future interestrates. 

Office of Policy and Legal Analysis Transportation • 989 



LD605 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act To Increase the Bond Limit of the Maine Turnpike 
Authority 

Sponsor(s) 
HATCH PH 

SAVAGE 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CARRIED OVER 

LD 605 proposes to increase the Maine Turnpike Authority's revenue bonding capacity from $210,000,000 to 
$260,000,000. 

LD621 An Act To Increase the Debt Limit of the Rockland Port District 

Sponsor(s) 
MCNEIL 
SAVAGE 

Committee Report 
OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

P&S7 

LD 621 proposed to raise the debt limit of the Rockland Port District from its 1951 lirnit of$100,000 to $600,000 
based on calculations converting the value in today's worth. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2003,chapter 7raises·the debtlirnit.ofth~ Rockland Port District from .its··•1951 lirnitof 
$100,000 to $600,000 .based on c;tlculations converting the value in today's worth. · 

LD637 An Act To Enhance the Visibility of Pedestrian Crosswalks 

Sponsor(s) 
USHER 

GILMAN 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 637, which was a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208, proposed to enhance the visibility of pedestrian 
crosswalks. The bill proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to employ a variety of means designed 
to ensure the visibility of pedestrian crosswalks, with particular emphasis on enhancing the safety of crosswalks 
that cross more than 2 lanes of traffic, as is the case in Westbrook. 
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LD644 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act To Assist Regional Transportation Providers To Comply 
with the Booster Seat Law 

Sponsor(s) 
CRESSEY 
SAVAGE 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-161 
H-407 USHER 
S-226 HATCH PH 

PUBLIC380 

LD 644 proposed to require the Department of Public Safety to provide child booster seats to qualified low­
income recipients. It also proposed to require that fines issued for a violation of the child booster seat portion of 
the law not be imposed until January 1, 2004. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-161) proposed to strike language requiring the Department of Public Safety to 
provide booster seats to qualified low-income people. It proposed to expand the definition of a "federally 
approved child restraint system" to include lap-belt-only systems and other federally approved devices such as 
special harnesses and vests. It proposed to allow children over 4'7", regardless of age or weight, to use a 
vehicle's lap and shoulder belt system instead of a booster seat. It also proposed to exempt nonprofit, municipal 
or contracted transportation service providers from the booster seat portion of the law until February 1, 2005. It 
further proposed to require that written warnings be issued for a violation of the booster seat portion of the law 
until September 1, 2003, after which a fine may be imposed. 

House Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (H-407) proposed to clarify that a nonprofit, 
municipal or contracted transportation service provider is exempt from securing a child less than 8 years of age 
and who weighs at least 40 pounds but less than 80 pounds in a federally approved child restraint system, except 
that the operator shall ensure that the child is properly secured in a seat belt. 

House Amendment "B" to Committee Amendment "A" (H-519) proposed to require that a written warning 
be issued for a violation of the booster seat portion of the law until February 1, 2005, after which a fine may be 
imposed. (Not adopted) 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-226) proposed to remove the emergency preamble and the emergency clause from 
the bill. 

_Enacted Law Summary 

Pu~lic Law 2003, chapter380 expands the definition ofa '.'federallyapprovedchild restraint system'' to include 
lap-belt~only systems and other federally approved devices svchas specfal harnesses and vests; ... The la'}' anows 
children over.4' 7", regardless of age or. weight, to use a vehicle's lap and shoulder belt system instead of a. 
booster seat. ·The law also exempts nonprofit, municipal or contracted transportation service providers from 
securing a child less th.an 8 years of age and whoweighs at least40 pounds but less than 80 poundsin a federally 
approved child restraint system until February 1,2005, except that the operator must ensure that the child is · 
properly secured in a seat belt. The law furtherrequires thatwritten warnings be issued for a violation of the 
booster seat portion of the law until September 1, 2003, after which a fine may be imposed. 
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LD662 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act To Increase the Payment for State Police Services on the 
Maine Tnrnpike 

Sponsor(s) 
MCKENNEY 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 662 proposed to require the Maine Turnpike Authority to pay an additional $4,000,000 per year to the 
Highway Fund for the services provided by the State Police. The bill also proposed to allow the authority, with 
the approval of the Commissioner of Transportation, to provide in-kind services of an equivalent value in lieu of 
the annual payment. 

LD664 An Act To Make Changes to the Laws Governing the Tax on 
MotorFnel 

Sponsor(s) 
MCKENNEY 

Committee Report 
ONI'P 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 664 proposed to repeal the indexing of motor fuel tax rates, increase the gasoline tax by 2¢, and increase the 
special fuels tax by 1¢. The bill also proposed to eliminate the provision that allows credits on the inventory tax 
when the tax rate on motor fuels is reduced. 

LD690 An Act To Create Experimental Motor Vehicle Plates and 
Registration 

Sponsor(s) 
ANNIS 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-137 

PUBLIC 125 

LD 690 proposed to establish a registration plate for experimental vehicles. It would allow multiple experimental 
vehicles to share a single registration plate, similar to a "dealer" plate, for the purpose of testing, demonstrating 
or transporting experimental vehicles on public roadways. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-137) proposed to replace the bill and to establish registration plates for 
experimental motor vehicles. It would require experimental motor vehicle inventors to register with the 
Secretary of State in order to obtain experimental motor vehicle plates. It would require the Secretary of State to 
adopt rules to establish the application criteria and process by which a person may obtain an experimental motor 
vehicle plate. It would also establish equipment, operation and insurance standards for experimental motor 
vehicle registration. 

Enacted Law Summary· 

Public Law 2003, chapter 125 .establishes registration plates for experimentalmotor vehicles. The lawrequiJ.-es 
experimental motor vehicle inventors to register with the Secretary of State in order to obtain experimental motor 
vehicle plates. The law also requires the Secretary of State-to adopt rules to establish the application criteria and' 
process by which a person may obtain an experimental motor vehicle plate'. It also establishes equipment, 
operation and insurance standards for experimental motor vehicle registration. 
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LD691 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act To Amend the Distribntion of the General Highway Fnnd 

Sponsor(s) 
MCKENNEY 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 691 proposed to repeal the provision of law that permits money in the General Highway Fund to be spent for 
maintenance of the State Police. 

LD737 An Act To Clarify Inspection Standards Related to Vehicle Wheel 
Size 

Sponsor(s) 
SMITHN 

Committee Report 
OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

PUBLIC 146 

LD 737 proposed to codify two rules that are currently found in the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State 
Police's "Maine Motor Vehicle lnspection Manual." The bill proposed to require vehicles to have tires that meet 
or exceed the load and speed rating of the original equipment tires. The bill also proposed to require the overall 
diameter of a wheel, with the tire, that has an altered rim to be within the vehicle manufacturer's specifications. 

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw 2003; chapter .146 codifies two rules ~tare currently found ·in.th~ Departmentof PublicSafety, 
Bureau of State Police's "Maine MotorV ~hicle lnspe.ction Manual." The Jaw requiresvehiclesto have tires that . 
meet or exceed the l()'.ld and speed rating of the original equip!l1enttires. The law also requires the overall ·. 
diameter ofa wheel, with the tire, that has an altered rim to be within the vehicle 1Ilfillufacturer's specifications. 

LD739 An Act To Clarify Handicapped Parking Status for Disabled 
Veterans 

ONTP 

Sponsor(s) 
MCKEE 
TREAT 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 739 proposed to clarify that a disabled veteran who resides out of state and has a motor vehicle that has a 
license plate that bears the words "Disabled Veteran" may park in a handicapped parking area without having to 
obtain a special placard from the Secretary of State. 
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LD750 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act To Create Novice Incentive Licenses 

Sponsor(s) 
FAIRCLOTH 

DAMON 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 750 proposed to establish a novice incentive license for 16-year-olds and 17-year-olds. Under the proposed 
bill, a novice incentive licensee would not be allowed to drive between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. 
without being accompanied by either a parent or legal guardian or a person who meets the requirements for an 
accompanying operator. It proposed an exemption to the night hours restriction through a notarized letter to 
authorize operation during those hours. The bill also proposed to change the restrictions on accompanying 
operators for all categories of licenses that require an accompanying operator by increasing the minimum age of 
the accompanying operator from 20 years of age to 21 years of age and by requiring that an accompanying 
operator under 25 years of age may not have had any moving violations within the preceding year. The bill 
further proposed to increase the period of time for which newly licensed persons less than 18 years of age must 
operate under the provisions of an interim license from 90 days to 6 months. 

LD766 An Act to Improve Highway Signs for Recreational Facilities in 
Saco 

Sponsor(s) 
PENDLETON 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 766 proposed to place signs along both lanes of U.S. Route 1 and the Maine Turnpike infonning travelers of 
Funtown Splashtown U.S.A. 

LD785 An Act To Provide that Gas Purchased for Use iu a Generator Be 
Taxed for Commercial Use 

Sponsor(s) 
BENNETTR 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 785 proposed to add generators to the list of non-highway machinery using internal combustion engine fuel 
that qualifies for a refund on the excise tax paid on the fuel. 
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LD788 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act To Enhance Vistas 

Sponsor(s) 
GAGNON 

USHER 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
S-35 

PUBLIC 119 

LD 788 proposed to require the Department of Transportation to consult with each municipality traversed by a 
state or state aid highway to preserve and develop the natural scenic beauty along and adjacent to any state or 
state aid highway within the boundaries of that municipality, including consultation on the placement of utility 
poles and signage, and to integrate the public improvement with the aesthetics of the area traversed by the 
highway. 

The bill also proposed to require the Department of Transportation to take into consideration the views of the 
municipal officers as to the location of state and state aid highway construction or alteration and the interests of 
the municipal officers with respect to the natural scenic beauty along and adjacent to any state or state aid 
highway, particularly along those areas of the highway that constitute the entrance to that municipality. 

Committee Amendment 11A 11 (S-35) proposed to make minor clarifications and reallocate language to better 
fulfill the intent of the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 119 &lfows the Department of Transportation, in consulfationwith a municipality, to 
.preserye.and develop the natur&l scenic.beauty along and adjacentto·atw state or state aid highwayto. integrate ·. 
the public improvement with the aesthetics of the. area traversedl)ythe highway, paytjculi;rly along those area,s of 
the high~aythat constitute the entrance to thatmunicipality:, .· I1: wquires theDepaJ:"(rrlent of Transportation to 
consult with each municipality tr.a versed by a state or state aid highway on the plac~ment of utility poles an!l 
signs within the boundaries of that municipality: The law also requires .the DepartmentofTraiisportation to take 
into consideration the interests of amunicipality as to the location ()f any state and state aid highway construction 
or alteration within the boundaries of.that1Tinnicipality. 

LD795 Resolve, To Declare Maine Aviation Education Week INDEFPP 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 

FAIRCLOTH 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 795 proposed to establish the week beginning April 14, 2003 as Maine Aviation Education Week and would 
direct the Department of Transportation, Office of Passenger Transportation to participate in the planning of 
events for that week under the auspices of the Maine Aeronautics Association. 

Committee Amendment 11 A 11 (S-31) proposed to change the resolve to an Act designating the 3rd week in April 
as Maine A via ti on and Aerospace Education Week. (Not adopted) 
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LD818 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act To Amend Motor Vehicle Frame Height Laws 

Sponsor(s) 
MCKENNEY 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-122 

PUBLIC 144 

LD 818 proposed to establish a standard for measuring the minimum motor vehicle frame height. The bill also 
proposed to allow the installation of aftermarket suspension equipment for a motor vehicle. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-122) proposed to replace the original bill and proposed to modify the standard 
for measuring the frame height of a motor vehicle. 

Enai:ted Law Summary 
. . . 

PublfoLaw 2003, chapter 144 modifies the standard for measuring the frame height ofa motor vehicle. 

LD819 An Act To Amend the Motor Vehicle Laws Pertaining to Mufflers PUBLIC 140 

Sponsor(s) 
MCKENNEY 

SAWYER 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-178 

LD 819 proposed to establish a standard for excessive exhaust system noise emission from a motor vehicle. The 
bill also proposed to establish a certification process that allows a person to install an aftermarket exhaust system 
that complies with this standard. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-178) proposed to replace the bill and proposed to create an exception to the 
current motor vehicle statutory provisions that prohibit loud exhaust noise by allowing exhaust systems that do 
not exceed 95 decibels as measured in accordance with the Society of Automotive Engineers standard J-1169. 
The amendment would apply to motor vehicles with the exception of motorcycles. 

Enacted Law Summary 
. . 

Public Law2003, chapter 140 creates an exception to the current motor vehicle statutory provisions that prohibit 
loud !"Xhaust noise byallowing exhaust systems that do not exceed 95 decibels as measured in accordance with 
the Society of Automotive Engineers standard J-1169. The law applies to motor vehicles with the exception of 
motorcycles. 

996 • Transportation Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 



LD832 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act Clarifying State Financial Responsibility over State and 
State Aid Highways 

Sponsor(s) 
CROSTHWAITE 

GILMAN 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 832 proposed to clarify that all costs of the construction, maintenance and repair of state or state aid 
highways are the responsibility of the Department of Transportation and may not be passed on to a local unit of 
government except with the agreement of the legislative body of that local unit. 

LD836 An Act To Prevent Distracted Driving 

Sponsor(s) 
MURPHY 

MAYO 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 836 proposed to prohibit a person from driving while distracted. The bill proposed to define driving while 
distracted as including, but not limited to, driving while using a cellular telephone, eating, reading or grooming. 
As proposed, a law enforcement officer could enforce this prohibition only if the officer had detained the 
operator of the motor vehicle for a violation of another law. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-287), the committee majority report, proposed to replace the bill and proposed 
to provide definitions of "distracted driving" and "mobile telephone." The amendment also proposed to establish 
certain exceptions from the definition of "distracted driving." It also proposed to preempt municipal ordinances 
relating to the use of mobile telephones. The majority report was not adopted. (Not adopted) · 

LD837 An Act To Enhance Enforcement of Safety Zone Laws PUBLIC 97 

Sponsor(s) 
BULL 

DAMON 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-102 

LD 837 proposed to add to the safety requirements governing drivers approaching or passing a stationary 
authorized emergency vehicle that is using an emergency light. It also proposed to make a violation of this 
provision a Class E crime. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-102) proposed to replace the bill and to institute a minimum fine of$250 for 
failure to comply with safety requirements governing drivers approaching or passing a stationary authorized 
emergency vehicle that is using an emergency light. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law2003, chapter 97 imposes a minimum fine of $250 for fallure to comply with safety requirements 
governing drivers approaching or passing a stationary authorized emergency vehicle that is using an emergency 
light 

LD839 An Act To Create the Motor Vehicle Inspection Advisory Board 

Sponsor(s) 
MCKENNEY 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 839 proposed to create the Motor Vehicle Inspection Advisory Board to assist and advise the Chief of the 
State Police on matters involving the inspection of motor vehicles in the State. 

LD861 Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Erect 
Signs Identifying Bodies of Water Crossed 

Sponsor(s) 
SHIELDS 
SAVAGE 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 861 proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to begin erecting signs on bridges under the 
department's jurisdiction, identifying the bodies of water crossed. 

LD862 An Act Regulating the Use of Cellnlar Telephones by Jnvenile 
Drivers 

Sponsor(s) 
MILLS J 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

ONTP 

LD 862 proposed to prohibit a juvenile less than 18 years of age who is driving under an instruction permit from 
using a handheld cellular telephone while operating a motor vehicle. The bill also proposed to make that offense 
a traffic infraction and would impose a minimum fine of $50 for the first violation and $250 for a second or 
subsequent violation committed within one year of the first violation. 
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LD864 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act Allowing Certain Modifications to Tires and Wheels on 
Vehicles with Antilock Braking Systems 

Sponsor(s) 
SIMPSON 

DOUGLASS 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 864 proposed to allow a person to use any combination of tires and wheels on a vehicle equipped with an 
antilock braking system as long as the diameter of the tires and wheels is the same as the diameter recommended 
by the vehicle manufacturer. 

LD894 An Act Relating to Motorcycles and Driver Education 

Sponsor(s) 
PENDLETON 
GERZOFSKY 

Committee Report 
OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

PUBLIC 183 

LD 894 proposed to require driver education courses, including motorcycle driver education, to include 
instruction that imparts the understanding and skills necessary to operate a motor vehicle safely in a situation in 
which a motorcycle is sharing the road with that motor vehicle. 

Enactelf Law Summary•. 
. . 

Public. Law 2003, chapter .183 requires driver education courses, including motorcycle driver education, to 
include instruction that imparts the understanding and skills necessary to operate a.motOr vehicle safely in a 
situation in which a motorcycle is sharing the road with that.motor vehicle. . 

LD906 Au Act Pertaining to Trustee Services for the Maine Turnpike 
Authority 

PUBLIC 152 

Sponsor(s) 
HATCH PH 

USHER 

Committee Report 
OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 906 proposed to clarify that the Maine Turnpike Authority may obtain trustee and similar services from any 
bank or financial institution. 

-- - - - --

Enacted.Law Sumniary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 152 clarifies that the Maine Turnpike Authority may obtain trustee and similar services 
from any bank or fmancial institution. 
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LD923 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

Resolve, To Increase Safety in Stockton Springs 

Sponsor(s) 
KAELIN 
WESTON 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 923 proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to develop and construct a pedestrian bridge over 
Route One in Stockton Springs. 

LD924 Resolve, To Enhance Public Safety in Winterport 

Sponsor(s) 
KAELIN 
WESTON 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 924 proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to erect traffic control caution lights in 3 locations 
on Route 1-A in the Town of Winterport. 

LD925 Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Repair 
Swan Lake Road in the Town of Frankfort 

Sponsor(s) 
KAELIN 
WESTON 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 925 proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to repair Swan Lake Road in the Town of Frankfort. 

LD978 An Act To Establish a Rotarian License Plate CARRIED OVER 

Sponsor(s) 
NASS 

HONEY 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

LD 978 proposes to authorize the issuance of a special motor vehicle registration plate for members of Rotary 
International in Maine. 
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LD988 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act To Increase Penalties for Passing a Stopped School Bus 

Sponsor(s) 
ROTUNDO 
CRAVEN 

Committee Report 
ONTP MAJ 
OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 988 proposed to increase the penalties for passing a stopped school bus. The bill proposed to impose a $250 
minimum fine and a 30-day license suspension for the first offense and a $250 minimum fine and a mandatory 
60-day license suspension for a second offense occurring within three years of the first offense. 

LD991 Au Act To Equalize Fuel Taxes on Vehicles Used for Personal 
Travel 

Sponsor(s) 
ROTUNDO 
WALCOTT 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 991 proposed to provide for diesel automobiles and pickup trucks less than 6,000 pounds to pay the gas tax 
imposed on other automobiles rather than the special fuel tax paid by commercial vehicles. 

LD998 An Act Regarding Motor Vehicle Registration and Inspection 
Dates 

Sponsor(s) 
LEMONT 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 998 proposed to require the registration and inspection of a vehicle to expire on the last day of the birth 
month of the person registering the vehicle. 

LD 1015 An Act To Accommodate the Unique Circumstances Affecting 
Regional Transportation Providers in the Administration of Car 
Seat Laws 

Sponsor(s) 
MARLEY 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1015, which was a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208, proposed to amend Public Law 2001, chapter 
585 pertaining to the administration of child safety seat laws. The bill proposed to remove the potential under 
current law for children to be denied access to state-contracted transportation services due to the inability of 
service providers to comply with the child safety seat requirements. The bill also proposed to address the unique 
requirements of state-contracted transportation providers that may cause the use of an approved car seat to be 
impractical and potentially harmful. The bill further proposed to allow time frames for vehicle replacement, 
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Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

waivers for clients with special needs and access to financing to ensure the availability of appropriate vehicles 
and car seats. 

LD 1017 An Act To Broaden the Scope of Driving to Endanger 

Sponsor(s) 
MARLEY 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1017 proposed to clarify that endangerment of bicyclists and pedestrians is included in the definition of 
driving to endanger. The bill proposed that in addition to other penalties, if the person endangered is a bicyclist 
or a pedestrian, the court shall suspend the driver's license for at least 30 days and impose a fine of not less than 
$500 nor more than $1,500, neither of which may be suspended. The bill also proposed to require that the driver 
attend and successfully complete a defensive driving course. The bill further proposed to prohibit bicyclists 
from riding a bicycle to endanger. 

LD 1018 An Act To Clarify and Update the Laws Concerning the Types of 
Transportation Vehicle Used To Transport Children 

Sponsor(s) 
MARLEY 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-333 

PUBLIC 293 

LD 1018 proposed to enact definitions of"allowable alternate vehicle", "full service transportation provider" and 
"urban fixed-route transit provider" in Title 29-A, Chapter 19, Subchapter 4. This subchapter contains the 
requirements for school bus operation, equipment and inspection. It proposed to exempt vehicles meeting these 
definitions from certain school bus requirements. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-333) proposed to replace the original bill and to establish a definition of an 
"allowable alternate vehicle" to address an existing conflict between current state and federal regulations 
regarding transportation services for school children. The amendment proposed to authorize the limited use of 
allowable alternative vehicles for school transportation with specific exemptions from equipment standards for 
school buses. It also proposed to exempt certain vehicles used for the transport of children to nonschool-based 
Head Start facilities until January 1, 2006. 

-- -- --------

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 293 establishes a defulltion for an "allO\vable alternativevebicle'' to address an. existing. 
conflict between. currentstate and federal regulations regarding tran~portation services for school children. 
Chapter 293 authorizes the limited use of allow(lble alternative vehicles for school transportation with specific · 
exemptiorn; from current laws regarding equipment standards for school buses .. The law also exempts certain 
vehicli:s used for the transport of children to nonschool-based Head Start facilities from the equipment, operator 
and inspection requirements applicable to school buses until January 1,.2006. 

1002 • Transportation Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 



LD 1028 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act To Restrict Use of Auto Dealer Plates 

Sponsor(s) 
MILLSP 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-429 

PUBLIC 496 

LD 1028 proposed to require the Secretary of State to reduce the number of dealer plates to one upon the renewal 
of a motor vehicle dealer license ifthe motor vehicle dealer sells fewer than 12 vehicles through retail sales in a 
12-month period. It would also prohibit the Secretary of State from issuing that motor vehicle dealer a dealer 
plate for personal use. The bill also proposed that upon second application for license renewal, the motor 
vehicle dealer is required to return all dealer plates if the dealer sells fewer than 4 vehicles through retail sales in 
the previous year. The bill further proposed to require a fee of $300 to be charged for each dealer plate issued 
for personal use. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-429) proposed to strike language from the bill requiring a motor vehicle dealer 
to pay a $300 fee for each dealer plate issued for personal use. The amendment also proposed to prevent a motor 
vehicle dealer who is denied license renewal from reapplying for one year. It would also exempt a motor vehicle 
dealer who holds an auction business license from the provisions of the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 
. . 

Public Law 2003, chapter 496 requires the Secretary of State to reduce the number of deal~rplates to one l.!pon 
therenewal of a motor vehicle dealer license if the motor vehicle dealer sells fevverth!\1112 vehicles. through 
retail sales in a 12-nio)lth period !llld prohibits th~ S.ecret!lf)' ofState. from issuing a dealer plateJor persona] use; 
l'helaw further requires that upon sesond application forre!lewal, amotorvehicle dealer1n.usthe deniedrenewa1·• 
of the license if thede.aler sold fewer than 4 motor vehicles through retailsales in th(! previouslic~nse year all.d 
prevents a motor vehicle dealerwho is deniedlicense.renewal from reapplying for one year. This law does.not 
apj)ly to a motor vehicle dealer who holds an auction business license. 

LD 1049 An Act to Allow Certain Women Recovering from Childbirth To 
Be Issued Temporary Handicapped Parking Permits 

Sponsor(s) 
FISCHER 
DAMON 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 
H-409 

PUBLIC431 

LD 1049 proposed to authorize the Secretary of State to issue temporary disability placards to certain women 
who are recovering from childbirth. It would allow temporary placards to be issued for a period of three days in 
winter for natural childbirth, one week after cesarean section delivery and for a time determined by the patient's 
physician for a premature birth. It would also require the Secretary of State to provide hospitals with 
information to be given to maternity patients about the temporary disability placards. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-409), the committee majority report, proposed to limit the issuance of 
temporary disability placards to a period of one week after cesarean section delivery and to a time determined by 
the patient's physician for a preterm infant. The amendment also proposed to strike the language from the 
original bill that would require the Secretary of State to supply hospitals with information about the temporary 
disability placards. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 431 authorizes the Secretary of State to issue temporary. disability placards to certain 
women who are recovering from childbirth. The law allows temporary placards to be issued for a period of one 
week after cesarean section delivery and for a time determined by the patient's physician for apreterminfant. 

LD 1050 Resolve, To Establish the Task Force to Study the Feasibility of 
Adding au Interchange for Access to the Lakes Region Area 

Sponsor(s) 
CRESSEY 
TURNER 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1050 proposed to create the 21-member Task Force to Study the Feasibility of Adding an Interchange for 
Access to the Lakes Region Area. It proposed to direct the task force to study the traffic flow along Route 302 
and examine the feasibility of creating an additional interchange from the Maine Turnpike for access to the lakes 
region area. It also proposed to require the task force to submit a report of its findings and recommendations to 
the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation and the Legislative Council no later than December 31, 2003. 

LD 1062 An Act To Protect Lienholders of Titled Vehicles 

Sponsor(s) 
RICHARDSON J 

MAYO 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-299 

PUBLIC 295 
EMERGENCY 

LD 1062 proposed to repeal a provision that allows the Secretary of State to assume that any lien against a titled 
vehicle has been satisfied after 66 months, even if the term of the loan is more than 66 months. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-299) replaced the bill. The amendment proposed to require the Secretary of 
State to provide notice to a lienholder with a lien date more than 66 months old by both regular mail and certified 
mail, return receipt requested, that the lien will be assumed to be satisfied unless the lienholder objects in writing 
within 30 days of either receipt of the notice, as evidenced by the return receipt, or 45 days of mailing by the 
Secretary of State in the event the lienholder refuses delivery of the notice by certified mail. 

--· --

EnactedLaw Summary 
- - . - -

PublicLaw2003,. chapter 295 requiresthe Secretary of State t0 provide notice to aiienhol1forwith a lien date 
morethan 66months old by both regular niiiil and certified 111ail,retllrnre.ceiptrequested,that the lien willbe 
assumed to be satisfied unless .. the lienholde~ objectsin·writingwithin3.0 days of either receipt of the notice, as 
evidencedbythe retllrn receipt, or45 days.ofmailing by the Secretary of State in the event the lienholder refuses 
delivery of the notfoe by certified mail. · 

Public Law2003, chapter 295 was enacted as ari emergency measure effective May27,2003. 
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LD 1070 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act To Increase Traffic Fines and Apportion a Part of the 
Increase to the Issuing Jurisdiction 

Sponsor(s) 
SUSLOVIC 

STRIMLING 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CARRIED OVER 

LD 1070 proposes to increase traffic fines by 5% every 2 years from January 1, 2004 through January 1, 2012. 
The bill also proposes to remit a percentage of the fines collected for traffic infractions to the law enforcement 
agency that issued the summons and complaint. The bill further proposes to increase the percentage remitted to 
the law enforcement agency by 10% every 2 years from January 1, 2004 through January 1, 2012. 

LD 1081 An Act To Allow the Use of Cameras for Enforcement of Traffic 
Light Violations 

Sponsor(s) 
SUSLOVIC 
SAWYER 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1081 proposed to authorize the State or a municipality to install and operate unmanned, automatic cameras to 
obtain evidence to prosecute and prove a violation of a traffic control device. The bill proposed that the owner 
of the vehicle photographed or otherwise recorded violating a traffic control device is rebuttably presumed to be 
the violator. The bill also proposed to allow evidence from the cameras to be used in other legal actions. 

LD 1095 An Act Relating to Motorcycle Safety 

Sponsor(s) 
PENDLETON 
GERZOFSKY 

Committee Report 
ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 1095 proposed to provide that a law enforcement officer may not engage in a high-speed chase of the 
operator of a motorcycle unless that officer has reasonable and articulable suspicion to believe that a murder or a 
Class A, B or C crime has been committed or is being committed or other means of stopping the operator are not 
available. 

Committee Amendment 11 A11 (S-67) was the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Transportation. The amendment proposed to replace the bill and proposed to require law enforcement agencies 
to report motor vehicle pursuit statistics to the State Police traffic division on a quarterly basis. The amendment 
also proposed to require the Chief of the State Police to develop and furnish a format for standardized reporting 
by agencies and clarify that the information contained in the report is for statistical purposes only and cannot be 
used for civil or criminal proceedings. This amendment was not adopted. 
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LD 1104 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act To Prohibit the Use of Imitation High-intensity Discharge 
Bulbs 

Sponsor(s) 
BENNETTP 

MARTIN 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1104 proposed to require headlight replacement bulbs on motor vehicles to conform with and be installed 
according to federal motor vehicle safety standards for original-equipment headlights. The bill also proposed to 
allow the use of high-intensity discharge bulbs only ifthe lights are installed correctly. 

LD 1113 An Act To Repeal the Billboard Law 

Sponsor(s) 
GOODWIN 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 1113 proposed to repeal the current law regarding billboards and replace it with provisions forbidding the 
placement of any sign for private or commercial purposes on public property. The bill also proposed to allow 
municipalities to regulate private or commercial signs placed on private property and collect a fee of $1 per 
square foot per month for the sign. 

The bill also proposed to direct the Commissioner of Transportation, in consultation with the Commissioner of 
Economic and Community Development, to establish official tourist information centers near the principal 
entrance points into the state and at other locations determined to be appropriate. 

LD 1153 An Act To Make Allocations from Maine Turnpike Authority 
Funds for the Maine Turnpike Authority for the Calendar Year 
Ending December 31, 2004 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 
OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

P&S12 

LD 1153 proposed to make allocations from gross revenues of the Maine Turnpike Authority for the payment of 
the authority's operating expenses for the calendar year ending December 31, 2004 in accordance with the 
requirements of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 1961, subsection 6. 

EnactedL.aw Summary 
. . . . 

Private and Special Law 2003, chapter 12 mak~s rtllocationsfrom grpss .revenues of the Maine Tlll11pike 
Authority for the payment of the authority's operating expenses for the calendar year ending December 31, 2004 · 
in accordance with the requirements of the Maine Revised Statutes,Title 23, section 1961, subsection 6. 
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LD 1213 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act To Establish a Modern Transportation Policy 

Sponsor(s) 
FAIRCLOTH 

DAMON 

Committee Report 
ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1213 proposed to require that funding for shared-use paths be included as part of any project involving the 
construction, reconstruction or replacement of a state or state aid highway or bridge. The bill proposed to 
require that the Commissioner of Transportation ensure that an amount equal to at least 1% of the combined state 
and federal funding for such projects is provided for the construction, repair or maintenance of shared-use paths. 
The bill also proposed to establish a safe paths to schools program for the purpose of planning and constructing 
shared-use paths to provide safe transportation for children from neighborhoods to schools, parks and local and 
state trails systems. Finally, the bill proposed to create a legislative study commission to study the potential 
location, funding and statewide benefits of shared-use paths. The bill proposed to require the study commission 
to seek outside funding to pay for all costs of the commission. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-297), the committee minority report, proposed to change the bill into a resolve 
creating a study commission to study the potential location, funding and statewide benefits of shared-use paths. 
The amendment proposed to direct the commission to analyze the availability of shared-use paths in counties 
with a rate of overweight or obese people that is at least 1 % higher than the state average and directs the 
commission to analyze the potential reduction in health care and transportation costs resulting from the utilization 
of shared-use paths. The amendment also proposed to require the solicitation and use of outside funding to 
cover all costs of the commission. The amendment further proposed to allocate funds authorizing operating 
expenditures for the commission. This amendment was not adopted. 

LD 1221 An Act To Prohibit Skateboarding on State Highways 

Sponsor(s) 
TREADWELL 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 1221 proposed to prohibit a person from using a skateboard on a state or state aid highway. 

LD 1222 An Act To Penalize Timberland Owners rather than Truckers for 
Hanling Weight Violations 

Sponsor(s) 
JACKSON 
HATCH PH 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

ONTP 

LD 1222 proposed to make a landowner, instead of the operator driving the motor vehicle, responsible for the 
fine for a motor vehicle carrying forest products and weighing in excess of 110,000 pounds, ifthe landowner 
causes the motor vehicle to be loaded in excess of the weight limit. 
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LD 1233 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

An Act To Amend the Motor Vehicle Laws 

Sponsor(s) 
MCKENNEY 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-256 

PUBLIC240 

LD 1233 proposed to exempt used motor vehicle dealers who obtain motor vehicles at an auction outside the 
State from the requirement that they obtain from the sellers of those vehicles a written disclosure statement that 
includes historical information regarding mechanical defects and substantial damage. The bill proposed to 
provide for timely delivery of documentation necessary for the transfer of title to motor vehicles. The bill also 
proposed to allow a motor vehicle dealer to obtain all pertinent information about existing liens on a vehicle that 
a customer wants to trade in toward the purchase of another vehicle. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-256) proposed to clarify that motor vehicle dealers who obtain motor vehicles 
at an auction outside the State are exempt from the requirement that they obtain from the sellers of those vehicles 
a written disclosure statement, if the dealer clearly specifies on the written disclosure statement required by the 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 10, section 1475, subsections 1and2-A that the vehicle was acquired at an out-of­
state auction and that historical information regarding mechanical defects and substantial damage is not available. 
The amendment also proposed to clarify that, a lienholder, at the request of the owner, shall disclose only the 
existence and identity of subordinate lienholders listed on the certificate of title, the certificate of salvage or other 
written documentation held by the lienholder. 

Enacted LawSJ!mmary 

Public Law 2003,. chapter 24<fexempts used motor vehiC!e ?ealers ~ho C\b(ain 11lotor vehicles at an auction 
011tside the ~tate from the requirement thatthey obtain from the sellers of those vehicles a written disclosl)l'.e 
statement,· if the dealer clearly specifies on the written disclosure statementrequired by the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title •10, .section1475, subsections .1 and2-Athatthe vehiclewas acquired at an out,of-stateauction and 
that historical information regarding mechanical defects and substantial dlimageis notayailal:ile. 

-- '" -

The law also proVidesior timely delivery of documentation necessary for the transfer of.title t() motor vehicles: 
It allows a motor vehicle dealer to. obtain all pertinent information about eidstingliens on a vehicle that a 
customer wants to trade in toward the purchase of another vehicle .•. It also clarifies that a lienholder, at the 
request of the mvner, is required to disclose only the existence and identity of subordinatelienholders listed on 
the certificate of title, the certificate of salvage or other written documentation held bythe lienholder: 

LD 1245 Resolve, Regarding the Widening of Route 26 in Poland ONTP 

Sponsor(s) 
SNOWE-MELLO 

BLAIS 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 1245 proposed to direct the Department of Transportation to take certain action in connection with the effect 
of the widening of Route 26 in Poland on property owned by Duane and Barbara Martin, including providing 
monetary compensation for lost property and damage to trees located on the property. 
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LD 1263 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

Resolve, To Promote Construction of Off-road Bike and Walking 
Paths along the Busiest Commuting Corridors of the State 

Sponsor(s) 
WOODBURY 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1263 proposed to require the Department of Transportation to conduct a study on the feasibility and expense 
of constructing a network of off-road bike and walking paths along the commuting corridors with the highest 
volume of traffic in the State. 

LD 1322 An Act To Make Supplemental Highway Allocations for the 
Expenditures of State Government aud To Change Certain 
Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State 
Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2004 and June 
30,2005 

Sponsor(s) 
USHER 

HATCH PH 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-589 

LD 1322 proposed to do the following: 

Part A made supplemental allocations from the Highway Fund; and 

PUBLIC490 
EMERGENCY 

Part B made supplemental allocations from the Highway Fund for approved reclassifications and range changes. 

Committee Amendment 11 A" (H-589) proposed to do the following: 

Part A proposed to make revised supplemental allocations from the Highway Fund; 

Part B proposed to make revised supplemental allocations from the Highway Fund for approved reclassifications 
and range changes; 

Part C proposed to make an additional supplemental allocation from the Highway Fund; and 

Part D proposed to allow a-speed vehicle loaned to a municipality by a dealer to be subject to the same 
registration and title requirements and exemptions as other vehicles loaned by a dealer to a municipality. 

Senate Amendment 11 A" to Committee Amendment "A 11 (S-309) proposed to remove that part of Committee 
Amendment "A" that allocated funds to the Office of Program Evaluation and Governmental Accountability. 

---- .,. ' - - -- - --- -

Enacted Law Summary 

Public law 2003, chapter490 does the following: 

Part A makes supplemental allocations from the Highway Fund; 
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Part B makes supplementa!aUocations from the Highway Fund for approved reclassifications and range changes; 

Part C makes an additional supplemental aUocation from the Highway Fund; and 

Part.D allows a low-speed vehicle loaned to a municipality by a dealer to be subject to thi same registration and 
title requirements and exemptions as other vehicles loaned by a dealer to a municipality, 

P~bllcLaw 2003, chapter490Was passedas an emergency measure effective June 23,2003. 

LD 1324 An Act Making Unified Appropriations and Allocations for the 
Expenditures of State Government and Highway Funds and 
Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper 
Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 
30, 2004 and June 30, 2005 

Sponsor(s) 
USHER 

HATCH PH 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 
H-67 

LD 1324 proposed to do the foUowing: 

Part A proposed to make allocations from the Highway Fund; 

PUBLIC 40 
EMERGENCY 

Part B proposed to make allocations from the Highway Fund representing reduction proposals or adjustments; 
and 

Part C recognized the impact of pending revenue reductions as a result of proposed legislation in the unified 
General Fund budget. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-67) proposed to do the following: 

Part A proposed to make allocations from the Highway Fund; 

Part B proposed to make allocations from the Highway Fund representing reduction proposals or adjustments; 

Part C proposed to authorize the Department of Public Safety to charge an overhead rate of 5% to the Maine 
Turnpike Authority for the expenditures of the Maine State Police Turnpike Enforcement program. It also 
proposed to authorize the Department of Public Safety to reclassify 4 positions; and 

Part D proposed to authorize the State Budget Officer to calculate and transfer various statewide personal service 
savmgs. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law- 2003, chapter 40 does the following: 

Part A makes aUocations from the Highway Fund; 
Part B makes allocations from the Highway Fund representing reduction proposals or adjustments; 
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Part C authorizes the Department of Public Safety to charge ah overhead rate of 5% to the MafueTurnpike 
Authority for the expenditures of the Maine State Police Turnpike Enforcement program. It also authorizes the 
Department of Public Safety to reclassify 4 positions;· and 

- . - -

Part D authorizes the State Budget Officerto calculateand transfer various statewide personal service. savings. 

l'ublic.La.w2003, chapter 40wasenactedas anemergency !lleasure effectiveJulyl, 2003, .. 

LD 1329 Resolve, To Rename the Paddy Hill Road in Medford the Clyde 
Hichborn Road 

Sponsor(s) 
MARTIN 

DUPREYG 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
S-78 

LD 1329 proposed to rename the Patty Hill Road in Medford the Clyde Hichbom Road. 

RESOLVE19 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-78) proposed to correct the spelling of Paddy Hill Road in Medford . 

. Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2003, chapter l9renames the PaddyHiHRoadin Medford the ClydeHichbotnRoad, . 

LD 1334 An Act To Reqnire That Replacement Antomobile Lights 
Conform to Federal Standards 

Sponsor(s) 
MCKEE 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1334 proposed to require the Chief of the State Police within the Department of Public Safety to adopt 
routine technical rules regarding the replacement of exterior lights on passenger vehicles. Under the proposed 
bill, the rules would not be more restrictive than those requirements specified in the federal motor vehicle safety 
standards. 

LD1375 An Act To Delay the Fiscal Snstainability of the Highway Fnnd ONTP 

Sponsor(s) 
USHER 

HATCH PH 

Committee Report 
ONTP MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 1375 proposed to delay the adjustment for inflation of the excise tax on internal combustion engine fuel and 
distillates from 2003 to 2005. 
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Committee Amendment 11 A 11 (H-121), the committee minority report, proposed to replace the bill and to repeal 
the indexing of motor fuel tax rates. The amendment also proposed to increase the gasoline tax by 3¢ and 
increase the special fuels tax by 3¢. The amendment further proposed to add an emergency preamble and 
emergency clause to the bill. (Not adopted) 

House Amendment 11 A 11 to Committee Amendment 11 A 11 (H-234) proposed to strike the language from the 
amendment that would increase the gasoline tax by 3¢ and increase the special fuels tax by 3¢. (Not adopted) 

LD 1379 An Act To Make Additional Allocations From the Highway Fnnd 
and Other Funds for the Expenditures of State Government and 
To Change Certain Provisions of State Law Necessary to the 
Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Year 
Ending June 30, 2003 

Sponsor(s) 
USHER 

HATCH PH 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-69 

LD 1379 proposed to do the following: 

Part A proposed to make allocations of funds for fiscal year 2002-03; 

Part B proposed to make allocations of funds for approved reclassifications and range changes; 

PUBLIC41 
EMERGENCY 

Part C proposed to authorize the Department of Administrative and Financial Services on behalf of the 
Department of the Secretary of State to enter into financing arrangements for the acquisition of software and 
systems for a motor vehicle database and computer system to support the operations of the Department of the 
Secretary of State as approved in Public Law 2001, chapter 361, section 35. It also authorized the Department of 
Transportation to establish lease-purchase contracts for the procurement of vans, buses and other transportation 
vehicles; 

Part D proposed to amend Public Law 1997, chapter 674, the authority for lease-purchase for engineering 
vehicles or equipment and other vehicles and equipment for Motor Transportation Service; and 

Part E proposed to lapse funds from the Highway Fund Compensation and Benefits Plan to the unallocated 
balance of the Highway Fund. 

Committee Amendment 11 A 11 (H-69) proposed to remove funding from the bill for increased costs to the 
Secretary of State's office for computer-related costs. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 41 does the following: 

Part A :truJkes allocations of funds for fiscal year 2002-03; 

Part B makes allocations o.f funds for approved reclassifications and range qhanges; 
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Part C authorizes the Department of Administrative and Financial Services on behalf of the Department of the 
Secretary of State to enter into·financing arrangements for the acquisition of software and systems foramotor 
vehicle database and computer system to support the operations oftheDepartment of the Secretary of State as · 
approved in Public Law 2001, chapter 361, section 35. It also authorizes the Department ofTransportationto 
establish lease-purchase contracts for the procurement of vans, buses imd other transportation vehicles; 

PartD amends Public Law 1997, chapter 674, the authorityforleasecpurchase for engineering vehicles or 
equipment and other vehicles and equipment for Motor Transportation Service; 

Part E lapses funds from the Highway Fund Compensation ahd Benefits Plan to th~ unallocated.balance of th~ 
Highway Fund; · 

Public Law 2003, chapter 41 was enacted .as an emergency measure effective Aprill!, 2003. 

LD 1392 An Act To Reform Highway Reconstrnction Project Cost-sharing 

Sponsor(s) 
LERMAN 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1392 proposed to authorize the Department of Transportation to require a local match for a highway 
reconstruction project on a federally designated principal arterial, minor arterial or major collector based on 
posted highway speeds. The bill proposed to apply the match requirement equally to all municipalities. This 
bill also proposed to prohibit the Department of Transportation from requiring a local match for highway 
reconstruction projects located in whole or in part in urban compact areas. 

LD 1414 An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding Storage of Sand and Salt 
and To Provide Funding for State and Municipal Storage 
Facilities 

Sponsor(s) 
USHER 

HATCH PH 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-428 
S-315 HATCHPH 

PUBLIC 502 

LD 1414 proposed to amend the Highway Fund budget for fiscal years 2003-04 and 2004-05 to provide 
$3,000,000 in funding for the construction of salt and sand storage facilities that will be owned by the 
Department of Transportation and for the reimbursement of municipal expense in constructing salt and sand 
storage facilities. The bill also proposed to revise enforcement deadlines for Department of Transportation 
compliance with groundwater classification of sand and salt storage areas to reflect funding and would require 
the Department of Transportation and the Department of Environmental Protection to work together to ensure the 
best possible expenditure of available funds. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-428) proposed to require the Department of Transportation to report annually 
to the Department of Environmental Protection regarding expenditures for sand and salt storage areas. The 
amendment also proposed to exempt the Department of Transportation from violation of best management 
practice rules governing sand and salt storage adopted by the Department of Environmental Protection if the 
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Department of Transportation complies with the reporting requirements in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, 
section 451-A. 

Senate Amendment "B" (S-315) proposed to reduce the Highway Fund allocation to $327,000 in fiscal year 
2003-2004 for the construction of salt and sand storage facilities that will be owned by the Department of 
Transportation and for the reimbursement of municipal expense in constructing salt and sand storage facilities. 

Enacted Law·sun1mary 

Pu]Jljc Law 2.003, chapter 502 amends the Highway Fund budget for the 2003c2004 fiscal year to provide 
$327,000in funding for the construction of salt and sand storage facilities thatwiU be owned by the Department 
of Transportation and for the reimbursementof municipal expense in constructing sa]t and sand storage facilities. 

The fawrequires the Departm<:>nt of Transportation to report annually to the Department of Environmental 
Protection regarding expenditures for sand and salt st0rage areas. The !aw also ex~mpts the Departmentof 
T~ansport.ati.onfromvio!ation.of best management practice rules. governing.sand and saltstgrageadopteclbythe 
Department ofEnvironmenta!Protection if the Department of Transportation complies with the reporting · 
requirements in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 451-A. 

LD 1420 An Act To Allow the Maine Turnpike Authority To Allow the 
Purchase ofNontoll Services by Electronic Toll Collection Patrons 

Sponsor(s) 
HATCH PH 

USHER 

Committee Report 
OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

PUBLIC 311 

LD 1420 proposed to authorize the Maine Turnpike Authority to develop programs that would allow electronic 
toll collection system patrons to purchase non-toll services with their electronic toll collection system devices. 

Enactrd La)V Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 311 authorizes the Maine Turnpike Authority to develop programs to all9w electronic 
toll collection system patrons to purchase non-toll services with their electronic toll collection.system devices. 

LD 1427 Resolve, Requiring That Temporary Registration Plates Identify 
the Issuing Dealership 

Sponsor(s) 
SN OWE-MELLO 

BENNETTR 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-244 

RESOLVE38 

LD 1427 proposed to require that temporary registration plates attached to motor vehicles or trailers by licensed 
motor vehicle dealers identify the dealership. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (H-244) proposed to replace the bill and proposed to direct the Secretary of State 
to adopt routine technical rules to establish a process by which a temporary registration plate attached to a motor 
vehicle or trailer identifies the dealership that attached the plate. 

E11acted Law Summary 

Resolve 2003, chapter 38.requires the.Secretary of State to adopt_routine.technfoalrulesto·esfablish a.process\Jy 
whfoh a temporary r~gistration plate attached to a motor _vehicle or trailer identifies the dealership iliatattached 
the plate. 

LD 1428 An Act To Allow Municipalities To Establish Areas within Which 
Engine Brakes Are Prohibited 

Sponsor(s) 
ROGERS 

YOUNGBLOOD 

Cornruittee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1428 proposed to allow a municipality to enact an ordinance that prohibits the use of engine brakes by a 
motor vehicle within the entire municipality or a certain area of the municipality. 

LD 1439 An Act To Protect Young Drivers and Passengers PUBLIC286 

Sponsor(s) 
SAVAGE 
USHER 

Cornruittee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
S-159 

LD 1439 proposed to establish a 3-step graduated licensing system for new drivers under 21 years of age that 
would consist of a supervised instruction permit, an intermediate license and an unrestricted license. The bill 
proposed to make the following specific changes to implement the graduated licensing system: 

1. Extend the period a person under 21 years of age must hold an instruction permit from 3 months to 6 months 
before making application for a driver's license; 

2. Repeal the existing interim license laws and enacted a new intermediate license law. The new provisions 
prohibited a new licensee under 18 years of age from carrying passengers, except designated individuals, and 
from driving between the hours of 12 a.rn. to 5 a.m. for a period of 180 days. The new provisions also 
required extension of the intermediate license in cases of violations of the conditions by the licensee; and 

3. Require mandatory license suspensions for violations occurring during the term of provisional licenses. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-159) proposed to prohibit a person who has been issued an instruction pennit 
or an intermediate driver's license from driving while using a mobile telephone. The amendment also proposed 
to reduce the periods of suspension for violations during the term of provisional licenses. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter286 establishes a 3-step graduated licensing system for ne',V drivers urider21 years Qf 
age consisting of a supervised instruction permit, an intermediateJicense and an unrestri0tedJicense .. The law 
prohibits a person who has been iss11ed an instruction permit .or an intertnediate driver'shcense from: driving 
while µsing a.mobile tel.epho)le, ... Thelaw.also requiresmandatory.license.~uspensions.forviolations occurring 
during the term of provisional licenses. . . .. 

LD 1452 An Act To Provide Incentives for Development and To Amend 
Traffic Movement Permit Standards 

Sponsor(s) 
HATCH PH 

USHER 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
S-169 

LD 1452 proposed the following: 

PUBLIC363 

1. Revise existing incentives that guide the location of high-traffic developments and relaxed the standard for 
projects in growth areas that reuse currently developed land and buildings by limiting traffic mitigation 
requirements to improvements to entrances and exits of a project. Current law provides this incentive only 
for conversion of existing buildings; 

2. Limit the relaxed standard of traffic mitigation requirements to certain growth areas; 

3. Provide development incentives only for projects with prudent traffic demand management strategies, such as 
provision of appropriate on-site bus stops or train platforms; 

4. Require developments that generate 400 or more passenger car equivalents at peak hour to provide right-of­
way access to adjacent parcels, if these developments are located on arterial highways; and 

5. Provide enforcement mechanisms for applicants for a building occupancy permit to prove that their entrances 
and exists are legally permitted. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-169) proposed to strike language from the bill that required developments 
generating 400 or more passenger car equivalents at peak hour to provide right-of-way access to adjacent parcels. 
The amendment also proposed to prevent a licensing authority from issuing a building occupancy permit to an 
applicant that is required to obtain a driveway, entrance or traffic movement permit under the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 23, section 704 or 704-A until the applicant has obtained that permit from the Department of 
Transportation. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 363 revises existing incentives that guide the location ofdeve!Opments generating more. 
than)OO cars per hour. It relaxes the standard for projects in growth areas thatreu.se currently developed.land 
and buildings with a proposed increase in building footprint of not more than 10% by limiting traffic mitigation 
requirements to improvements to entrances and exits of a project. Current law provides this incentive only for 
conversion of eXisting buildings. 
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Development incentives donotapply to developments with an entrance or exit ona high-speed arterial highway 
and are provided only ifa project includes trafiicdemand management strategies •. It also prevents a licensing 
authority from issuing a permit for a building or use when a driveway, entrance or traffiqinovement permit is 
required until after suchaperrnit has been obtained fromtheDepartmentofTransportation · 

LD 1457 An Act To Make Technical Amendments to Truck Size and 
Weight Laws 

Sponsor(s) 
COLLINS 
SAVAGE 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-177 

LD 1457 proposed to amend the truck size and weight laws as follows: 

1. Clarify that certain definitions apply to the entire Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A; 

PUBLIC 166 

2. Restore the gross vehicle weight reduction provisions for shorter wheelbase 6-axle combination vehicles that 
were inadvertently repealed in 1999; 

3. Provide that an overlimit permit will also cover the trailer or semitrailer used to haul the over limit load, in the 
event that the trailer or semitrailer also exceeds normal width or length limits; 

4. Clarify that the same length provisions apply on the network designated by the Commissioner of 
Transportation for double 28 1/2 trailer-semitrailer vehicles as would apply on the national highway network; 

5. Repeal the lift axle prohibition for vehicles hauling semitrailers between 48 feet and 53 feet in length; and 

6. Restore the 80,000-pound gross vehicle weight maximum for vehicles with semitrailers between 48 feet and 
53 feet in length if they are traveling on the Maine Turnpike or on Interstate 95 from the southern terminus of 
the Maine turnpike to the New Hampshire state line. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-177) proposed to repeal current statutory truck weight definitions in the Maine 
Revised Statutes, Title 29-A that would be replaced by the bill. The amendment also proposed to strike 
language regarding maximum gross weight standards for vehicles with semitrailers between 48 feet and 53 feet in 
length, which are already addressed in state and federal laws. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 166 amends the truck size and weight laws as follows: 

1. It clarifies that certain defmiticms apply to the entire .M:ainel~eyised Statutes, Title 29-A; 

2. It restores the gross :vehicle weightreduction provisions for shorter wheelbase 6-axle combination vehicles 
that were inadvertently repealed in 1999; 

- ' . - - - -

3. It. provides thafan overlimit permit will ~]socover the trailer or semitrailer used to haul the overlimit ]()ad, in. 
the eventthat the trailer or semitrailer also exceeds normal width or length limits; · 
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4 .. It clarifies that the same length provisions apply on the networkdesignated.by the Conllnissionerof 
Transportation for double 28 112 trailer-semitrailer vehicles as would apply on the national highway network; 
and 

5. It repeals the lift axle prohibition for vehicles hauling semitrailers between 48feetand53 feet in1ength. ·. 

LD 1467 An Act To Repeal the Provision of Law Requiring Permits for 53-
foot Trailers 

Sponsor(s) 
USHER 

HATCH PH 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-245 

PUBLIC253 

LD 1467 proposed to increase the annual registration fee for a camp trailer or semitrailer exceeding 2,000 pounds 
from $18 to $20. The bill proposed to increase the fee for a semipermanent registration plate from $10 to $12 
for each semitrailer and increase the fee for a 20-year semipermanent semitrailer registration plate from $10 to 
$12 per year for each registration. It also proposed to repeal the requirement that a 53-foot semitrailer permit 
must be obtained from the Secretary of State in order for a single semitrailer whose total length exceeds 48 feet 
but does not exceed 53 feet to be operated in combination with a truck tractor on certain highways. It further 
proposed to provide that the maximum gross weight of such a vehicle may not exceed 80,000 pounds or the 
maximum gross vehicle weight permitted by law, whichever is less, whenever the vehicle is traveling on the 
Maine Turnpike or on Interstate 95 from the southern terminus of the Maine Turnpike to the New Hampshire 
state line. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-245) proposed to strike language regarding maximum gross weights for truck 
tractor and semitrailer combinations, which are already addressed in state and federal laws. The amendment 
also proposed to add an effective date of January 1, 2004 to the bill. 

-

Enacted LawSumn1ary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 25'.l increases the. annual registration feefon1 camp trailer or semitrailer exceeding 
2,000 pounds from $18 to $20. . It increases the fee for a semipettnanenttegistration plate from $10 to $12- for ·_ 
each semitrailer and increases the .fee for a. 20-year semiperµianent semitrailer registration plate from $10 to $12 · 
per year for each registration. It also repeals the requirement that a 53-foot semitrailer permit must be obtained 
fro!fl the Secretary of State in order for a single semitrailerwhose totallength exceeds 48 feet but does not ·· 
exceed 53 feet to be operated in combination with a truck fyactor on certain highways. 

PublicLaw2003; chaptef253 takes_effect January 1,2004: 

LD 1475 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing School Bus Headlights ONTP 

Sponsor(s) 
CANAVAN 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 1475 proposed to allow school buses to be equipped with a device that provides for alternate flashing of the 
headlights. The bill also proposed to require operators of school buses to keep the headlights and daytime 
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running lights on at all times of operation. The bill further proposed to require that new school buses be 
equipped with daytime running lights. 

LD 1499 An Act To Require the Department of Transportation to Resume 
Maintenance of Clark's Cove Road 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 

EARLE 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1499 proposed to require the Department of Transportation to maintain an approximately one-mile section of 
road in the town of South Bristol beginning at the intersection of Route 129 and Clark's Cove Road and 
continuing to the entrance of the University of Maine Darling Marine Center. 

LD 1509 An Act To Allow the Early Submission of an Application To 
Become Licensed as a Motor Vehicle Inspector 

Sponsor(s) 
THOMAS 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-243 

PUBLIC 222 

LD 1509 proposed to allow a person to apply for an inspection mechanic certificate up to 6 weeks prior to the 
applicant's 18th birthday. It would allow the Bureau of State Police to process the application and set a time for 
the applicant to be tested prior to the applicant's 18th birthday but would not allow the certificate to be issued 
until the applicant is 18 years of age. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-243) proposed to replace the bill and to allow a person to submit an 
application and complete testing for an inspection mechanic certificate up to 6 months prior to the applicant's 
18th birthday but would not allow the certificate to be issued until the applicant is 18 years of age. 

Enacted.Law.Summary 
- -,__ - ., - - - ' - - -- -- --- -

PublicLaw2003, chapter 222 allows a person to submit an application and complete testing for an inspection 
mec~anic certificate up to6 months prior to the applicant's 18th birthday, but does not allow the Bureau of State 
Police to issue the certificate until the applicant is.18 years of age. 

LD 1520 An Act To Amend the Motor Vehicle Laws 

Sponsor(s) 
USHER 

HATCH PH 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

LD 1520 proposed to amend the motor vehicle statutes as follows: 

Amendments Adopted 
H-371 

PUBLIC 340 

1. Change an incorrect reference from the Commissioner of Public Safety to the Bureau of State Police in regard 
to rule-making authority; 
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2. Clarify the provisions regarding fog lights; 

3. Define a "power booster system" and prohibits its use on a public way; 

4. Require that the dump body of a dump truck either be lowered to the down position, locked or blocked in the 
up position when the dump truck is being repaired or when it is unattended; 

5. Prohibit a motor vehicle operator from passing in the breakdown lane or on the shoulder of a limited-access 
highway; 

6. Double the normal fine for speeding 20 or more miles over the maximum speed limit if a passenger in the 
vehicle was required to be transported in a child safety seat; 

7. Allow for the submission of motor vehicle accident forms to the Chief of the State Police via electronic 
format; and 

8. Repeal the prohibition against breaking the seal on a refrigerated load. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-371) proposed to change the designation of rules adopted by the Chief of the 
State Police and authorized under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, section 1769 to routine technical rules. 
It proposed to change the definition of "power booster system" to "nitrous oxide system." It also proposed to 
allow a person to operate a motor vehicle with a nitrous oxide system on a public way if all canisters of nitrous 
oxide have been removed from the vehicle. It further proposed to strike language in the bill that would double 
the normal fine for speeding 20 or more miles over the maximum speed limit if a passenger in the speeding 
vehicle is required to be transported in a child safety seat. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 340 amends the motor velllcle statutes as .follows: 

1. It changes alJ. incorrect reference from the Connnissioner of Public SafetY to the Bureau of State Police in · 
regard t() rule-makingauthority; · 

2. It changes the designation of rules adopted by the Chief of the ~tate Police !illd authorized under the Maine 
· Revise.d Statutes, Title 29-A, section 1769 to routine technical rules; 

3. ltclarifies the provisions regardingfog lights; 
- . . 

4. It defmeti a "nitro.us oxide system" and allows its use on apublfoway if allcanisters of nitrous oxide have 
been removed from the motor vehicle; 
. . 

5: · It requires that the dump body of a dump truck either belowered to the clownposition,locked·orblocked in 
the up position when the dump truckis being repaired or wheh it is unattended; 

6. It prohibits a motor vehicle. operator from passing in the breakdown lane or on the. shoulder ofa limited-
access highway; . . . . . 

7. It allows for the submission of motor vehicle accident forms to the Chief of the State Police via electronic 
. format; and 

1020 • Transportation Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 



Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

8. It repeals the prohibition against breaking the seal on a refrigerated load. 

LD 1565 An Act To Authorize a Pilot Project To Allow Commercial 
Vehicles at Canadian Weight Limits Access to the Woodland 
Commercial Park in Baileyville 

Sponsor(s) 
USHER 

SHOREY 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 
H-410 

PUBLIC362 

LD 1565 proposed to authorize the Commissioner of Transportation to conduct a pilot project that would allow 
certain commercial vehicle configurations at Canadian weight limits to travel from the planned Calais - St. 
Stephen Bridge to the junction of U.S. Route 1 and U.S. Route 9 in Baileyville. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-410), the committee majority report, proposed to require trucks participating 
in the pilot project to display a credential obtained for a fee from the Secretary of State. The amendment also 
proposed to direct the Secretary of State to adopt routine technical rules to implement the credentialing process. 

E11actedLaw Summ-ary · 

Public Law 2003, chapter 362 authorizes the Commissioner ?fTransportation to c.cm.ducta pilot project allowing • 
certain commercialvehicle configurations lit.Canadian '."eightlimitsto travel fromthepfanned Cal(tis cSt. 
Stephen Bridge to the junction ofU,S. Routel and t].S. R,oute 9 in Baileyville,, The law requires trucks 
participating in the pilot project to display a credential obtained for afee from the Secretary of State. Theiaw 
also directs. the Secretary of State to adopt routine technical rules to implement the credentialingprocess. 

LD 1590 An Act To Amend the Motor Vehicle Laws 

Sponsor(s) 
HATCH PH 

USHER 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
S-237 

PUBLIC434 
EMERGENCY 

LD 1590 proposed to make the following changes to the motor vehicle laws: 

1. Require manufacturers and distributors of motor vehicles to apply for a license for each franchise; 

2. Require the Secretary of State to adopt rules establishing fees for records of databases pertaining to driver's 
licenses and motor vehicles and for the electronic transmittal of records; 

3. Make sensitive records and information concerning information technology systems confidential; 

4. Allow a for hire passenger vehicle to temporarily replace a disabled vehicle without having hire plates on the 
substitute vehicle, provided that the substitute vehicle is covered by adequate insurance; 
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5. Allow the Secretary of State to restrict the issuance of certain vanity plate configurations; 

6. Provide that a licensed recycler is exempt from additional licensing fees if already licensed as a used or new 
vehicle or equipment dealer; 

7. Allow a licensed motor vehicle dealer to operate a vehicle weighing more than 10,000 pounds with dealer 
plates if the vehicle does not contain a load; 

8. Prohibit a motor vehicle dealer or an owner of a body shop, transmission shop or garage from charging a 
customer a fee for the use of a loaner plate; 

9. Clarify that in the case of a conflict between federal and state law, rule or regulation concerning the 
implementation and enforcement of the federal Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act and regulations 
adopted under that Act, federal law or regulation must apply and take precedence; 

10. Provide that a license applicant who has not been licensed to operate a motor vehicle in this State or in 
another jurisdiction within the past 5 years must pass a complete examination; 

11. Repeal the provision exempting persons 65 years of age and older from the picture license requirement; 

12. Clarify the fee for duplicate licenses and would increase license renewal fees; 

13. Repeal the requirement that a person involved in an accident file a written report with the Secretary of State 
within 48 hours after the accident; 

14. Require the Chief of the State Police to send all police accident reports to the Secretary of State; and 

15. Clarify the periods oflicense suspension that apply to administrative determinations for excessive blood­
alcohol level made by the Secretary of State. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-237) proposed to make the following changes to the bill. 

1. Clarify that manufacturers and distributors of motor vehicles must apply for a license for each line make 
rather than each franchise; 

2. Amend the definitions of "commercial motor vehicle" and "hazardous material" to comply with federal 
definitions; 

3. Establish a 5-year commercial driver's license for persons under 65 years of age consistent with American 
Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators and Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
recommendations; 

4. Delay the effective date for the implementation of the electronic notification of insurance cancellation to 
January 1, 2005 and required that the Secretary of State report to the Joint Standing Committee on 
Transportation by April 1, 2004 on the status of its implementation. 

5. Increase the fee assessed for failure to appear for a scheduled driver's license examination; 

6. Clarify that an accident report may be submitted to the Chief of State Police in electronic format; 
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7. Clarify that the one-day grace provision for a violation of statutes regarding fuel tax identification decals 
applies only to the display of fuel decals and not to the filing of fuel tax reports and the payment of fuel taxes; 

8. hnplement the requirements of the federal USA PATRIOT ACT relating to security threat assessment for 
individuals applying for or receiving hazardous material endorsement for a commercial driver's license; and 

9. Add an emergency preamble and emergency clause. 

EnactedLaw Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 434 makes the following changes to the motor vehiclelaws. 

L It requires man)lfacturers and distributors of motor vehicles tcu1pply fora ficense for each line makei 

2. It amends the definitions of "conimerciaJmotor vehicle'' and "hazardous material" to comply with federal · 
definitions; 

- ' i '' ' - ·-

3. n i'equiresthe Secretary of State to adopt rules establishing fees for records ofdafal.Jases pertaining to driver's . 
licenses arid motor vehicles and for.the electronic.transmittal ofrecords; · · 

4 .. It makes sensitive records and information concerning irlformationtechnology.systems confidential; 

5. It.allowsa·for hirepassengervehicle •. to kmporarilyreplace a dis.abledvehiclewithouthavilig hire plates on 
the substitl\te vehicle, provided that the substitute vehicle. is covered by adequate insurance; . 

- - ,- ., -. ' ,- ' - '-.- ' - _- " ' -: ' .,· - --:.; __ : - -

6. It allows the Secretary of State to restriet the .issuance of certain vanity plate configurations; 

7. It clarifies thatth~ one-day grace provision for a violation of statutesregarding tueltax identificationdecals 
applies only to the display of fuel decl\ls andnotto the .filing of fuel taxrep()r!S andthe payment of fueltaxes; 

- -, ' ' ' ,_ ' ' --- -,,-

8.. It provides that a licensed recycler is exempt from additional licensing fees if ~]readylicensed as a used .or 
new vehicle or equipment dealer; 

- - ' ' -- ' ' -- - - ' -_- ' ,' ' - ', ' - ' -

9. It clarifies thatvehicle~weighing more .than 10,000 pounds may be operated with dealer plates provided the .. 
vehicle does not contain a load; . 

. - - ' - ' 

10. It prohibits a motor vehicle dealer or an owner of a body shop, transinissiollshop or garage from charging a 
customer a fee for the use ofa loaner plate; 

11. It clarifies thl\t in the case of a conflict between federal and state Iaw, rul.e or regulation concerning the 
implementation and enforcement of the federal Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act and regulations 
adopted under that Act, federallaw orregulation must apply and take precedence~.·. ·. 

12. It provides that a license applicant who has not been licensed to operate a.motor vehicle in this State or in 
another jurisdictionwithin the past 5 years must pass a complete examination; 

13. It increases the. fee assessed for failure to appear for a scheduled driver's license examination; 

14. It repeals the provision exempting persons 65 years of age and older from the picture license requirement; 
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15·. It clarifies the fee for duplicate licenses and increases licenserenewal fees; 

16. It.establishes a 5-year connnercial driver's license for persons under 65 years of age consistent with American 
AssociationofMotor Vehicle Administrators and Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
reconnnendations; 

17. It clarifies that an accident report may be submitted to the Chief of State Police in electronic format and 
requires the Chief of the State Police to send allpolice accidentreports to the Secretary of State; · 

l 8. It repeals the requirement that a person involved in an accident file a written report with the Secretary of State 
within 48 hours after the accident; 

19. It clarifies the periods of!icense suspension that apply to administrative determinations for excessive blood" · 
afoohoFlevelmadeby the Secretary of State;· 

20. ltimplenients the r6quirements of the federal USA PATRIOT ACT relating to security threat assessment for 
individuals applying for or receiving hazardous material endorsement for a connnercial driver's license; 

. . 

2 Llt delays the effective date for the implementation of the requirement thata company insuring a motor vehicle 
· notify the Secretary ofState when.insurance coverage is cancelled to January 1, 2005. This provision was 

enacted as al1 emergency measure effective June 5, 2003; and 

22. Itrequires thatthe Secretary of State report to the JointStat1ding Committee on Transportation by April 1, 
20.04 on the stattis of the implementation of the electronic notification of insurance cancellation. 

Unless otherwise noted above, this law takes.effect.October 1, 2003; 

LD 1599 An Act To Declare Maine Aviation and Aerospace Education 
Week 

Sponsor(s) Connnittee Report 
OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

PUBLIC 256 

LD 1599 proposed to designate the 3rd week in April as Maine Aviation and Aerospace Education Week. This 
bill was not referred to committee but was enacted. 

Enacted Law Summary 
·- -- - -

Pu)llic Law2003, chapter 256 designatesthe 3rd week in April as Maine Aviation and AerospaceEducation . 
Week. 
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LD 1632 

Joint Standing Committee on Transportation 

Resolve, To Ratify the Endorsement of the Towns of Otisfield and 
Harrison in Renaming the Bolsters Mills Bridge 

Sponsor(s) 
BENNETTR 
HEIDRICH 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
S-270 HATCH PH 

RESOLVE94 

LD 1632 proposed to change the name of the Bolsters Mills Road bridge between the towns of Harrison and 
Otisfield that crosses the Crooked River to Kerry Grover Memorial Bridge. This bill was not referred to 
committee but was enacted. 

Senate Amendment "A" (S-270) proposed to add an emergency preamble and clause to the resolve and requires 
the affected towns to work with the Department of Transportation when placing the signs naming the bridge. 

J'- - ---- - - -- - " -

Resoly~ 2003, chapter94 changes the name of tlle Bolsters Mills Road b~dge· b~tween !he toV\ll1s of Haras~ll ilJld. • 
Otisfield that .crosses the Crooked River to Kerry Grover Memorial.Bridge,The law also requires the affected 
towns to work")Vithjhe Department of Transportation ~hen placing the signs naming the bridge, 
- - - -___ _. >.' -·_- - ,' -- - _:--- ;-_ - - -

Resolve 2003, chapter 94 wa~ passedas an emergency measure effective June 23,.20 
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
UTILITIES AND ENERGY 

Summary of Committee Actions 

o/o of Comm 0/o of All 
I. BILLS AND PAPERS CONSIDERED Number Activlt~ Bills/Papers 

A. Bills referred to Committee 
Bills referred and voted out 71 89.9o/o 4.3o/o 
Bills Carried Over §. 10, 1"/o 0.5o/o 
Total Bills referred 79 100.0o/o 4.So/o 

B. Bills reported out by law or joint order 0 0.0°/o O.Oo/o 

Total Bills considered by Committee 79 100.0o/o 4.8% 

Orders and Resolutions referred to Committee 
Joint Study Orders referred and voted out 0 O.Oo/o O.Oo/o 
Joint Resolutions referred and voted out 0 O.Oo/o O.Oo/o 
Orders and Resolutions Carried Over [! 0.0°/o O.Oo/o 
Total Orders and Resolutions Referred 0 0.0°/o O.Oo/c 

o/o Of this o/o of All 
Committee's Committee 

II. Committee reports Number Reports Reports 

A. Unanimous committee reports 
Ought to Pass 5 7.0o/o 0.3°/o 
Ought to Pass as Amended 21 29.6o/o 1.4°/o 
Ought to Pass as New Draft 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Ought Not to Pass 25 35.2% 1.7% 
Total unanimous reports 51 71.8°/o 3.5o/o 

B. Divided committee reports 
Two-way reports 20 28.2% 1.4o/o 
Three-way reports 0 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Four-wav reports Q 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Total divided reports 20 28.2% 1.4% 

Total committee reports 71 100.0°/o 4.8% 

111. CONFIRMATION HEARINGS N/A N/A 

0/o of Comm 0/o of All 
IV. FINAL DISPOSITION Number Bills/Pai!ers Bills/Papers 

A. Bills and Papers enacted or finally passed 
Joint Study Orders 0 0.0°/o 0.0% 
Public laws 24 30.4°/o 1.5% 
Private and Special Laws 8 10.1°/o 0.5% 
Resolves 6 7.6o/o 0.4% 
Constitutional ResolutiQU§ Q 0.0% 0.0% 
Total Enacted or Finally Passed 38 48.1% 2.3% 

B. Resolves to authorize major substantive rules 
Rules authorized without legislative changes 1 50.0% 6.7% 
Rules authorized with legislative changes 1 50.0°/o 6.7% 
Rules not authorized by the Legislature [! 0.0% 0.0% 
Total number of rules reviewed 2 100.0°/o 13.3% 

c. Bills vetoed or held by Governor 
Vetoes over-ridden 0 0.0% 0.0% 
Vetoes sustained 0 0.0% 0.0°/o 
Held by the GovemQr Q 0.0% 0.0% 
Total 0 0.0°/o O.Oo/o 

Note: A committee vote on a bill is not included here if the bill was subsequently re-referred to another committee or recommitted and carried over. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

Enacted 

LD163 

LD231 

LD352 

LD371 

LD668 

LD805 

LD1030 

LD 1184 

LD 1312 

LD 1494 

LD 1495 

SUBJECT INDEX 

Electricity 

An Act To Provide Energy Opportunities to 
Northern Maine 

An Act To Strengthen Delivery of Electricity 
Conservation Programs 

An Act To Encourage Energy Efficiency and 
Security 

An Act To Require Review of Utility Rates Prior to 
Approval of Alternative Rate Plans 

Resolve, Regarding the Reduction of Barriers to the 
Transmission of Electricity 

An Act To Protect Conservation Trnst Funds 

An Act To Allow Consumer-owned Utilities To 
Purchase Power at Negotiated Wholesale Rates, 
Terms and Conditions 

Resolve, To Encourage Use of Alternative Energy 
Sources 

Resolve, Relating to Renewable Resources 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 
306: Information Disclosure Rule Amendment, a 
Major Substantive Rule of the Public Utilities 
Commission 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 
311: Eligible Resource Portfolio Requirements Rule 
Amendment, a Major Substantive Rule of the Public 
Utilities Commission 

Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 

PUBLIC 506 Page 1039 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 217 Page 1041 

PUBLIC 219 Page 1047 

PUBLIC 45 Page 1048 

RESOLVE 5 Page 1053 

PUBLIC 275 Page 1059 

PUBLIC 141 Page 1062 

RESOLVE 50 Page 1065 

RESOLVE 45 Page 1068 

RESOLVE 46Page1076 
EMERGENCY 

RESOLVE 22 Page 1077 
EMERGENCY 
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LD 1595 

Not Enacted 

LD87 

LD 183 

LD298 

LD302 

LD330 

LD343 

LD355 

LD546 

LD547 

LD548 

LD639 

LD671 

An Act To Enhance Electric Utility Consumer 
Protections 

An Act to Ensure That all State Residential and 
Commercial Customers are Able to Purchase 
Electricity Through the Competitive Market 

An Act To Ensnre Lower Electricity Costs in Maine 

An Act To Define Standard-offer Service as a 
Service of Last Resort 

An Act To Make Adjustments to the Renewable 
Energy Portfolio 

An Act To Clarify the Ability of Transmission and 
Distribution Utilities To Market Electricity at Retail 

An Act To Reduce the Electric Bill of Persons 
Requiring Daily Use of Electric Oxygenators 

PUBLIC 412 Page 1078 

ONTP Page 1038 

ONTP Page 1040 

ONTP Page 1045 

ONTP Page 1045 

ONTP Page 1046 

ONTP Page 1047 

An Act To Require That Residential Customers Be ONTP Page 1048 
Given Contracts for Utility Line Extensions 

An Act To Ensure Consideration of Accurate Long- ONTP Page 1051 
term Customer Power Alternatives 

An Act To Increase Bill Reductions for Electricity CARRIED OVER Page 1051 
Customers in Maine 

An Act To Require Fair Treatment of Ratepayers ONTP Page 1052 
When Electric Utilities Are Sold 

An Act To Ensure Accurate Electric Rates for the CARRIED OVER Page 1052 
Ski Industry 

An Act To Facilitate the Development of Cost- CARRIED OVER Page 1055 
effective Distribnted Electricity Generation in the 
State 
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LD811 

LD 1053 

LD 1157 

LD 1201 

LD 1261 

Enacted 

LD231 

LD233 

LD238 

LD352 

LD668 

LD669 

LD 1184 

LD 1312 

LD 1321 

LD 1495 

An Act To Prevent the Gaming of Special Rate ONTP Page 1061 
Contracts by Utilities 

An Act To Enhance Renewable Power ONTP Page 1064 

An Act To Promote Clean and Efficient Energy CARRIED OVER Page 1064 

An Act To Reqnire the Owner or Operator of a CARRIED OVER Page 1066 
Casino To Improve or Replace Utilities and 
Infrastrnctnre in the Vicinity of the Casino 

An Act To Snpport Clean and Efficient Energy for CARRIED OVER Page 1067 
the Future of Maine's Economy and Environment 

Energy 

An Act To Strengthen Delivery of Electricity 
Conservation Programs 

An Act To Promote Energy Conservation 

An Act to Amend the Energy Resources Council 
Membership 

An Act To Encourage Energy Efficiency and 
Security 

Resolve, Regarding the Reduction of Barriers to the 
Transmission of Electricity 

An Act To Strengthen the Energy Resources Council 

Resolve, To Encourage Use of Alternative Energy 
Sources 

Resolve, Relating to Renewable Resources 

An Act Regarding Energy Efficiency Standards 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 
311: Eligible Resource Portfolio Requirements Rule 
Amendment, a Major Substantive Rule of the Pnblic 
Utilities Commission 

PUBLIC 217Page1041 

PUBLIC 497 Page 1042 

PUBLIC 9 Page 1043 

PUBLIC 219 Page 1047 

RESOLVE 5Page1053 

PUBLIC 487 Page 1054 
EMERGENCY 

RESOLVE 50 Page 1065 

RESOLVE 45 Page 1068 

PUBLIC 151 Page 1070 

RESOLVE 22 Page 1077 
EMERGENCY 
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Not Enacted 

LD302 

LD540 

LD546 

LD671 

LD799 

LD 1053 

LD 1157 

LD 1187 

LD 1261 

LD 1373 

Enacted 

LD397 

An Act To Make Adjnstments to the Renewable ONTP Page 1045 
Energy Portfolio 

Resolve, To Ensure Optimal Energy Efficiency in ONTP Page 1051 
State-funded Construction 

An Act To Ensure Consideration of Accurate Long- ONTP Page 1051 
term Customer Power Alternatives 

An Act To Facilitate the Development of Cost- CARRIED OVER Page 1055 
effective Distributed Electricity Generation in the 
State 

Resolve, To Improve Energy Efficiency in New ONTP Page 1058 
School Buildings 

An Act To Enhance Renewable Power ONTP Page 1064 

An Act To Promote Clean and Efficient Energy CARRIED OVER Page 1064 

An Act To Establish Minimum Energy Efficiency ONTP Page 1065 
Standards for Products Sold in the State 

An Act To Support Clean and Efficient Energy for CARRIED OVER Page 1067 
the Future of Maine's Economy and Environment 

Resolve, To Establish the Commission on ONTP Page 1072 
Comprehensive Energy Planning 

E911 

Resolve, To Create the Study Group To Examine an 
Emergency Alert Notification System for Deaf and 
Hard-of-hearing Individuals 

RESOLVE 78 Page 1049 
EMERGENCY 
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LD724 

LD771 

LD 1423 

LD 1444 

Not Enacted 

None 

Enacted 

LD238 

LD371 

LD397 

LD 1184 

Not Enacted 

LD67 

LD306 

LD479 

An Act To Enhance Homeland Secnrity 

An Act To Provide Parity in Fnnding for Enhanced 
9-1-1 Services 

An Act To Facilitate the Implementation, 
Maintenance and Operation of the E-9-1-1 
Emergency System 

An Act To Facilitate E-9-1-1 for Mnltiline Telephone 
Systems 

General Utility/Miscellaneous 

An Act to Amend the Energy Resonrces Council 
Membership 

An Act To Require Review of Utility Rates Prior to 
Approval of Alternative Rate Plans 

Resolve, To Create the Study Group To Examine an 
Emergency Alert Notification System for Deaf and 
Hard-of-hearing Individuals 

Resolve, To Encourage Use of Alternative Energy 
Sources 

An Act to Ensure that Utility Property is used to 
Further the Public Interest 

An Act To Ensure Recovery of Extraordinary, 
Terrorism-related Security Costs for Public Utilities 

An Act To Revise the Funding Formula for the 
Public Utilities Commission and the Public Advocate 

Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 

PUBLIC 124 Page 1056 

PUBLIC 194 Page 1057 

PUBLIC 359 Page 1072 

PUBLIC 478 Page 1073 

PUBLIC 9 Page 1043 

PUBLIC 45 Page 1048 

RESOLVE 78 Page 1049 
EMERGENCY 

RESOLVE 50 Page 1065 

ONTP Page 1037 

ONTP Page 1045 

ONTP Page 1050 
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LD 1201 

Enacted 

LD163 

LD371 

Not Enacted 

None 

Enacted 

LD238 

LD371 

LD669 

LD805 

LD 1042 

LD 1184 

An Act To Require the Owner or Operator of a 
Casino To Improve or Replace Utilities and 
Infrastructure in the Vicinity of the Casino 

Natural Gas 

An Act To Provide Energy Opportunities to 
Northern Maine 

An Act To Require Review of Utility Rates Prior to 
Approval of Alternative Rate Plans 

CARRIED OVER Page 1066 

PUBLIC 506 Page 1039 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 45 Page 1048 

PUC/Public Advocate/Energy Resources Council 

An Act to Amend the Energy Resources Council 
Membership 

An Act To Require Review of Utility Rates Prior to 
Approval of Alternative Rate Plans 

An Act To Strengthen the Energy Resources Council 

An Act To Protect Conservation Trust Funds 

An Act To Ensure Proper Funding of the Public 
Utilities Commission and the Public Advocate 

Resolve, To Encourage Use of Alternative Energy 
Sources 

PUBLIC 9 Page 1043 

PUBLIC 45 Page 1048 

PUBLIC 487 Page 1054 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 275 Page 1059 

PUBLIC 272 Page 1063 
EMERGENCY 

RESOLVE 50Page1065 
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LD 1312 

LD 1483 

LD 1494 

LD 1495 

Not Enacted 

LD214 

LD479 

LD569 

Enacted 

LD255 

LD265 

LD331 

LD724 

Resolve, Relating to Renewable Resources 

An Act To Improve tbe Ability of the Public Utilities 
Commission To Enforce State Laws, Rules and 
Requirements 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 
306: Information Disclosure Rule Amendment, a 
Major Substantive Rule of the Public Utilities 
Commission 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 
311: Eligible Resource Portfolio Requirements Rule 
Amendment, a Major Substantive Rule of the Public 
Utilities Commission 

An Act to Streamline Utility Consumer Advocacy 

An Act To Revise the Funding Formula for the 
Public Utilities Commission and the Public Advocate 

An Act To Allow the Public Utilities Commission To 
Exempt Certain Telephone Utilities from the 
Requirement To Obtain Approval for Special 
Contracts 

Telecommunications/Internet 

An Act to Control Internet "Spam" 

An Act To Promote Affordable Telephone Service 
for Business and Residential Customers in Rural 
Maine 

An Act Restricting Telemarketers from Blocking 
Their Telephone Numbers When Making 
Solicitation Calls 

An Act To Enhance Homeland Security 

Office of Policy aud Legal Analysis 

RESOLVE 45 Page 1068 

PUBLIC 505 Page 1074 

RESOLVE 46Page1076 
EMERGENCY 

RESOLVE 22 Page 1077 
EMERGENCY 

ONTP Page 1041 

ONTP Page 1050 

ONTP Page 1052 

PUBLIC 327 Page 1043 

PUBLIC 101 Page 1044 
EMERGENCY 

PUBLIC 70 Page 1046 

PUBLIC 124 Page 1056 
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ijjj 

LD771 An Act To Provide Parity in Fnnding for Enhanced PUBLIC 194 Page 1057 
9-1-1 Services 

LD775 An Act To Clarify That All Companies Offering PUBLIC 153 Page 1057 
Telephone Services for Compensation, Inclnding 
Switchless Resellers, Are Telephone Utilities 

LD776 An Act To Eliminate Potential Restrictions to the PUBLIC 48 Page 1058 
Establishment of an Alternative Form of Regulation EMERGENCY 
for Some Telephone Utilities 

LD 1444 An Act To Facilitate E-9-1-1 for Multiline Telephone PUBLIC 478 Page 1073 
Systems 

Not Enacted 

LD29 An Act to Eliminate the Telephone Service Tax ONTP Page 1037 
Dedicated to Libraries and Schools 

LD90 An Act to Create Broadband Internet Access in ONTP Page 1038 
Rnral Areas of the State 

LD392 An Act To Prohibit Use of Computerized Calls by ONTP Page 1049 
Telemarketers 

LD481 An Act To Preserve Competition in the Long- ONTP Page 1050 
distance Telephone Market 

LD508 An Act To Transfer Regulation of Towers and ONTP Page 1051 
Transmitters to Mnnicipalities 

LD569 An Act To Allow the Pnblic Utilities Commission To ONTP Page 1052 
Exempt Certain Telephone Utilities from the 
Requirement To Obtain Approval for Special 
Contracts 

LD577 An Act To Facilitate Access to Dial-up Internet ONTP Page 1052 
Service for Telephone Cnstomers thronghout the 
State 

LD843 An Act To Ensure Equal Treatment of ONTP Page 1061 
Telecommunications Customers under Maine's 
Universal Service Fund 
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LD 1188 

LD 1317 

LD 1360 

Enacted 

None 

Not Enacted 

LD222 

LD947 

Enacted 

LD804 

LD 1252 

Not Enacted 

LD437 

LD479 

An Act To Control Unsolicited Commercial E-mail ONTP Page 1066 

An Act To Strengthen Maine's "Do Not Call" List ONTP Page 1069 

An Act To Create a No-contact List and Prohibit CARRIED OVER Page 1071 
Unsolicited E-mail 

Cable TV 

An Act Providing for Regulation of the Cable 
Television Industry by the Public Utilities 
Commission 

Au Act To Create the Cable Television Franchise 
Board 

Water/Sewer (non-charter) 

An Act To Amend the Standard Water District 
Enabling Act 

An Act To Authorize Water and Wastewater 
Districts To Lease Their Assets 

An Act To Ensure Opportunity for Public Comment 
at Meetings of Sanitary Districts 

An Act To Revise the Funding Formula for the 
Public Utilities Commission and the Public Advocate 

CARRIED OVER Page 1041 

ONTP Page 1061 

PUBLIC 147 Page 1059 

PUBLIC 267 Page 1067 

ONTP Page 1050 

ONTP Page 1050 
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LD 1359 

Enacted 

LD7 

LD655 

LD678 

LD967 

LD 1212 

LD 1594 

LD 1608 

LD 1620 

Not Enacted 

None 

An Act To Establish the Locally Governed Water 
District Act 

Water and Sewer Charters 

An Act to Address Funding of the North Jay Water 
District 

An Act To Revise the Charter of the Brunswick 
Sewer District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Lubec Water 
and Electric District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Madawaska 
Water District 

An Act To Create the Bayside Utilities District 

An Act Repealing the Charter of the Brewer Water 
District 

An Act To Amend the Charter of the Baileyville 
Utilities District 

An Act to Amend the Charter of the New Portland 
Water District 
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EMERGENCY 
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EMERGENCY 
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EMERGENCY 

P & S 9 Page 1066 

P & S 26 Page 1077 

P & S 25Page1078 
EMERGENCY 

P & S 28 Page 1079 
EMERGENCY 
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LD7 

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

An Act to Address Funding of the North Jay Water District 

Sponsor(s) 
PINEAU 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-111 

P&SlO 
EMERGENCY 

LD 7 proposed to increase the debt limit of the North Jay Water District from $500,000 to $900,000. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-111) proposed to make a technical correction to the bill. 

LD29 An Act to Eliminate the Telephone Service Tax Dedicated to 
Libraries and Schools 

Sponsor(s) 
GAGNE-FRIEL 

BENNETTR 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 29 proposed to repeal the schools and libraries program funded by the telecommunications education access 
fund. The fund is funded by a .5% fee on telecommunications services. The program provides discounted 
telecommunications services, internet access, internal connections, computers and training to qualified libraries 
and schools. 

LD67 An Act to Ensure that Utility Property is used to Further the 
Public Interest 

Sponsor(s) 
GOODWIN 

Committee Report 
ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 67 proposed to change the law governing the exercise of eminent domain by transmission and distribution 
utilities by: 

I. Removing the territorial limit in which a transmission and distribution utility may exercise eminent domain to 
take land for transmission lines; 

2. Eliminating a provision requiring the permission ofline owners and adding a provision requiring the 
permission of the Public Utilities Commission before a transmission and distribution utility may use eminent 
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domain in acquiring lands or easements so closely paralleling existing wire lines of other utilities that the 
proposed transmission lines would substantially interfere with service rendered over the existing lines; and 

3. Prohibiting a transmission and distribution utility from using property that it acquires through the exercise of 
eminent domain or property that it acquires by other means but that it had authority to take by eminent 
domain for any purpose other than the purpose for which the property was acquired, and also prohibit the 
transmission and distribution utility from transferring its interest in that property to any other entity, 
including an affiliate, without the permission of the commission. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-318) was the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and 
Energy. With regard to property acquired by eminent domain, or property acquired by other means but taken 
under the threat of eminent domain, this amendment proposed to prohibit a transmission and distribution utility 
from using the property for purposes other than those for which it was acquired. The amendment proposed to 
authorize the Public Utilities Commission to allow public uses of covered property or, by rule, incidental uses of 
covered property. (Not adopted) 

LD87 

LD 87 proposed to: 

An Act to Ensure That all State Residential and Commercial 
Customers are Able to Purchase Electricity Through the 
Competitive Market 

Sponsor(s) 
GOODWIN 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

I. Require the Public Utilities Commission to establish by rule the same consumer credit protections for 
competitive electricity providers as are provided under standard offer service (credit management and bad 
debt are absorbed in a standard offer premium and transmission and distribution rates); and 

2. Require payments on a consolidated generation/delivery bill to be divided proportionally for each element of 
the service, unless the consumer otherwise specifies in written instructions to a transmission and distribution 
utility. 

LD90 An Act to Create Broadband Internet Access in Rural Areas of the 
State 

Sponsor(s) 
GOODWIN 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 90 proposed to require the Public Utilities Commission to direct telecommunications carriers subject to 
commission jurisdiction to provide broadband Internet access services to rural areas of the State that are 
comparable to those services provided in urban areas. 
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LD163 

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

An Act To Provide Energy Opportunities to Northern Maine 

Sponsor(s) 
KNEELAND 

YOUNG 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
S-290 CATHCART 
S-48 

LD 163 proposed the following. 

PUBLIC 506 
EMERGENCY 

1. Public Law 1999, chapter 513 authorized the Finance Authority of Maine to issue up to $35,000,000 in bonds 
to finance the construction of transmission lines. This authorization was repealed, before it took effect, by 
Public Law 1999, chapter 531. This bill proposed to reinstate that authority and increase the bonding limit to 
$100,000,000. 

2. It proposed to expand the stated purposes of the Northern Maine Transmission Corporation to include 
facilitation of the transmission of natural gas. 

3. It proposed to enact language to allow the Northern Maine Transmission Corporation to conduct studies. 

4. It proposed to repeal language enacted in Public Law 2001, chapter 714 that requires that funds in the 
Northern Maine Transmission Corporation Fund be transferred to the General Fund. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-48) proposed to replace the bill. This amendment proposed: 

1. To authorize the Finance Authority of Maine to issue up to $100,000,000 in moral obligation bonds to fund 
transmission facilities projects, including projects approved by the Northern Maine Transmission Corporation 
or other electric or gas transmission or energy generation facilities, to benefit northern Maine; 

2. To establish certain criteria for the issuance of such bonds, allow the Finance Authority of Maine to charge 
certain fees of applicants and require electric transmission projects of 69 kilovolts or more proposed to be 
financed by the NMTC or FAME to receive a certificate of public convenience and necessity from the Public 
Utilities Commission; 

3. To expand the purposes of the Northern Maine Transmission Corporation to include financing, permitting, 
constructing, owning, operating or otherwise facilitating the construction or operation of facilities for the 
transmission of natural gas and generation or production and transfer of any other energy source in northern 
Maine; 

4. To clarify that the records of the Northern Maine Transmission Corporation are subject to the same 
confidentiality provisions as the records of the Finance Authority of Maine; 

5. To authorize the Northern Maine Transmission Corporation to adopt rules and enter into contracts; 

6. To allow the Public Utilities Commission to deny a certificate of public convenience and necessity for an 
electric transmission line proposed to be financed by the Northern Maine Transmission Corporation or the 
Finance Authority of Maine if the commission finds the line is reasonably likely to adversely affect any 
transmission and distribution utility or its ratepayers; and 
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7. To provide funds for the operation of the Northern Maine Transmission Corporation and for it to conduct 
certain studies. 

Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (S-290) proposed to strike the section of Committee 
Amendment "A" that provided a General Fund appropriation for the operation of the Northern Maine 
Transmission Corporation. 

Ena.ctedLaJ;> Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 506 accomplishes the following: 

I. Authori~es the FinanceAuthorityofJ\'.1!!inetoissue up to $100,000,000inmora] o)Jligationbonds toitUlld '• 
transmission facilities projects, including projects approved by the Northern,MaineTransmission Corporation 
or other electric or gas transmission or energy generation facilities, to benefit northern Maine; 

- -- - - - "' - -

2. Esta)Jlishes certairi criteria for the issua11ceofsuc1Ybm1ds, allows the Finance Authority of Maineto .. charge 
· certain fees of applicants and requires electric tra11smissfo.n projects of 691dlovolts or more to receive a · · 

certificate of public convenience and necessity from the Public Utilities.Commission; 
-- - -_ - -_ ---<-.--- -_ - __ :_ - - - - - -- _----

3 ... Expands the purposes ofthe NorthemMaineTransmission. Corporation to include financing; pennitti1lg, 
constructing, owning, operating.()r.otherwise faciliMing the consl:rµctionoroperation of facilities fo'. the 
transmission of natural gas and genei:ation or production and transfer of any other energy source in northerll . 
--Maine; 

4c Clarifies that the records of theNorthemMaine.TransniissionCorporation are subjectto the same 
·. corifidentialityprovisions as the.records ofthe FinanceAuthorityofMaine; 

5.. Authorizes the N(lrthern Maine Transmission Corporation to adopt rules and enter info contracts; artd 
. . . 

1. Allows the Public Utilities Commissiontode11Ya certificate of public convenience and necessity for an ··• 
e]ectric transmission line proposed to be financed by the Northern Maine Transmi~si<m Corporation or the• · 
F1!lance Alithority of Maine if the commissforifinds the line is reasona)Jly likely to adversely affect any 
transn:llssion and distribution utility or its ratepl!yers. 

Public Law 2003, chapter 506was enacted as al1 emergency measure effective June 26; 2003. 

LD 183 An Act To Ensure Lower Electricity Costs in Maine 

Sponsor(s) 
GLYNN 

Committee Report 
ONTP MAJ 
OTP MIN 

LD 183 proposed to require the Public Utilities Commission to: 

Amendments Adopted 

1. Implement only those electricity conservation programs that actually reduce the cost of electricity to 
consumers in the State; and 

ONTP 
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2. Choose as standard-offer provider the provider or providers that submit the lowest responsible bid or bids 
that meet the criteria set by the commission for standard-offer service providers. 

LD214 An Act to Streamline Utility Consumer Advocacy 

Sponsor(s) 
GLYNN 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 214 proposed to abolish the Office of the Public Advocate. It proposed to direct the Attorney General, in 
consultation with the Public Utilities Commission, to develop and present to the Legislature a report, together 
with any necessary implementing legislation, regarding which functions, if any, of the Office of the Public 
Advocate need to continue to be performed and by whom they should be performed. 

LD222 An Act Providing for Regulation of the Cable Television Industry CARRIED OVER 
by the Public Utilities Commission 

Sponsor(s) 
GERZOFSKY 
EDMONDS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

LD 222 proposes to subject basic tier cable tv service rates and services to regulation by the Public Utilities 
Commission. The bill also proposes to establish hearing and complaint procedures for rate increases or product 
or service changes by a cable system operator and to direct the commission, on petition of 25 or more customers, 
to petition the Federal Communications Commission to address any increases or changes that the commission 
finds to be unreasonable. 

LD231 An Act To Strengthen Delivery of Electricity Conservation 
Programs 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
S-88 

PUBLIC217 

LD 231 proposed to eliminate language that limits the Public Utilities Commission's ability to increase an 
assessment on a transmission and distribution utility for the cost of electricity conservation programs. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-88) proposed to replace the bill and require that proportional equivalency in 
the Public Utilities Commission's conservation assessments on transmission and distribution utilities be based on 
a per-kilowatt-hour calculation rather than total transmission and distribution utility revenues. 

- - - --- ---- -

Enacted LawSummary 

.Public Law 2003, chapter 217 requires that proportionalequivalency:in the Public Utilities Commission's 
conservation assessments on transmission and distribution utilities be based. on a per-kilowatt-hour calculation 
rather than total transmission and distribution utility revenues. 
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LD233 

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

An Act To Promote Energy Conservation 

Sponsor(s) 
STRIMLING 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 
S-145 

PUBLIC497 

LD 233 proposed to establish an assessment on all electricity delivered by Maine's transmission and distribution 
utilities in the amount of $.0015 per kilowatt hour for the purposes of funding energy conservation. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-145), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Utilities and Energy, proposed to replace the bill. This amendment proposed to: 

1. Require the State Board of Education, by July 1, 2004, to adopt rules regarding state-funded school 
construction to require planning and design for such construction to include a life-cycle cost analysis and an 
energy-use target that exceeds by at least 20% the energy efficiency values established in the state building 
energy standards; 

2. Require that approval by the State Board of Education of state-funded school construction be withheld unless 
the local school authority shows that it has duly considered the most energy-efficient and environmentally 
efficient designs suitable; 

3. Require the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of General Services, by July 1, 
2004, to adopt rules regarding state-funded construction to require planning and design for such construction 
to include a life-cycle cost analysis and an energy-use target that exceeds by at least 20% the energy 
efficiency values established in the state building energy standards; 

4. Require any agency responsible for approving state-funded construction to withhold such approval unless the 
agency or other entity proposing the construction can show that it has duly considered the most energy­
efficient and environmentally efficient designs suitable; and 

5. Direct the Public Utilities Commission, in consultation with the Energy Resources Council, to form a 
working group to review current state building energy standards and their enforcement and submit a report to 
the Joint Standing Committee on Energy and Utilities not later than February 1, 2004 and authorize the 
committee to report out legislation on energy policy to the Second Regular Session of the 121 '1 Legislature. 

Enacted Law. Summary 

Public Law2003, chapter 497: 

L Requires the State Board of Education, by July 1,2004, to adoptrnlesregarding state-funded school 
co~struction to require planning and design for such construction to include a lifeccycle cost analysis and .an 
energy-use target that exceeds by at least 20% the energy efficiency values established in the state building . 
energy standards; 

2: Requires that approval by the State Board of Education of state-funded schoolconstructfon be withheld 
unless the local school authority shows that it has duly considered the most energy~efficientand · 
environmentally efficient designs suitable; · 
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3 .. Requires the Department of Administrative and Financial SeITice.s, Bureau of General Services, by July 1, 
2004, to adopt rules regarding state-funded construction to require planning and design for such construction 
to include a life-cycle cost analysis and an energy-use target that exceeds by at least.20% the energy 
efficiency values established in the state building energy standards; 

4. Reqillres any agencyresponsible for approving state-funded construction to withhold such approval unless 
the agency or other entity proposing the construction can show that it has duly considered the most energy­
efficient and environmentally efficient designs suitable; and . · 

5; Directs the Public Utilities Commission, in consultation with the Energy.Resources Council,toform a 
working grouptoreview current state .building energy standards and their enforcement and submit a.report to 
the Joint Standing Committee on Energy and Utilities not later than February 1,2004 and authorizes the 
committee to report out legislation on energy policy to the Second Regular Session of the 121 ''Legislature. 

LD238 An Act to Amend the Energy Resources Council Membership 

Sponsor(s) 
MCKEE 

BRYANT 

Committee Report 
OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

PUBLIC9 

LD 23 8 proposed to expand the membership of the Energy Resources Council to include the Commissioner of 
Conservation. 

Enacted Law Sum)nary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 9 . expands the membership of the Energy Resources Council t6 inclu<le the 
Commissioner of Conservation. 

LD255 An Act to Control Internet "Spam" 

Sponsor(s) 
GOODWIN 

TREAT 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 
H-70 

PUBLIC 327 

LD 255 proposed to restrict unsolicited commercial e-mail ("spam"), defined as e-mail that is sent for the purpose 
of advertising or conveying information about real property, goods or services or extending credit or soliciting 
contributions. The bill proposed to require such e-mail to contain a valid return e-mail address to which the 
recipient may respond indicating that the recipient does not wish to receive further unsolicited commercial e-mail 
from the sender. The sender would be prohibited from sending further unsolicited commercial e-mail to a 
recipient that had so indicated. The restriction would not apply to e-mail sent to persons with whom the sender 
has a prior relationship or who have requested the information from the sender. The bill also proposed to require 
unsolicited commercial e-mail to include in the subject line specified labels, so that recipients are made aware of 
the nature of the e-mail. Each unsolicited commercial e-mail sent to a recipient in violation of these provisions 
would be considered an unfair trade practice. 
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This bill was virtually identical to the committee amendment to LD 2041 which ultimately died between the 
bodies in the 2002 session. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-70), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Utilities and Energy, proposed to add a provision to the bill to prohibit a person from sending an unsolicited 
commercial e-mail that uses another person's futernet address or domain name without permission or that 
contains false routing information. 

EnactedLaw Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter327restricts unsoliciteclcommercial e~mail (" sparn''),defined as e-mail tbat is sent f()f . 
1:he purpose of advertising or conveying infollllation about real property,• goods .or seryices or extending c.reditor .. • 
soliciting contributions, by requiring the· e-mail to contain a valid return e-mail address maintained by the sender··· 
to .whichthe recipie11t tnayrespond indicating.thatthe recipient does not wishto receive fur(her.unsolicited 
collllllercialectnail fr()m the sender. The restrictiondoes not ~pplytoe-mail sent to persons with whomthe 
sender has a prior relafo;mship or who have requested the •. information from !he sender; Unsolicited cornmer~ial. • · 
e~mail musti11clude inthe subject line a label, as specified, sq tl;J.at recipients are made aware qftlie nature of the · 
e7maiL The lawprohibits a person from sendingan•unsolicited commercial e"mail that uses anotherperson's ·. 
Internet address or doill,ain name without pernussion: or that: co.ntains false routil1g lnforrnation> Each unsolicited 
commerciale-mail seritto a recipient in violation of this law is considered an unfair trade practice. 

LD265 An Act To Promote Affordable Telephone Service for Business 
and Residential Customers in Rural Maine 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 

GROSE 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
S-21 

PUBLIC 101 
EMERGENCY 

LD 265 proposed to require the Public Utilities Commission to balance the potentially conflicting access rate and 
toll rate policies and to prohibit the PUC from implementing access rate reductions when the effect would 
compel an increase in local rates or the Universal Service Fund of more than 10%. 

Current law requires that intrastate access rates be equal to or less than interstate access rates. The Public 
Utilities Commission has directed the full reduction in access rates for Verizon but has given the independent 
local exchange carriers more time to phase in the rate reductions. The commission has directed that the local 
exchange carriers achieve the reductions by May 31, 2003, which will result in substantial local rate increases for 
these companies. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-21) proposed to provide for a 2-year delay in the reduction of intrastate access 
rates to the interstate level as of January 1, 2003. The amendment also proposed to provide that if further 
reductions occur in interstate access rates, the commission may further reduce intrastate access rates provided 
that in any 2-year period the further reductions do not result in an increase of more than 50% in the price of local 
telephone service or in the collection rate for the state universal service fund. 

Enal:ted.Law Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 101 requires tb.e l'ublic>Utilities Commission to balance the potentially conflicting 
access rate and toll rate policies. The law provides for .a 2-year delay in the reduction of intrastate access rates to 

1044 • Utilities and Energy Office of Policy and Legal Analysis 



Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

the interstate level as of January i, 2003. The amendUlent also providesthat ifforther reductions occur in · 
interstate access rates, the commission may further reduce intrastate access rates provided that.in any 2-year 
period the further reductions do not result in an increase of more than 50% in the price oflocaUelephone service 
or inthe collection rate forthestate universal service fund. 

Public Law 2003, chapter.101 was enacted as an emergency measure.effective May2, 2003. 

LD298 An Act To Define Standard-offer Service as a Service of Last 
Resort 

Sponsor(s) 
BERRY 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 298 proposed to require the Public Utilities Commission to establish a single standard-offer service as a 
service of last resort for all customers that are unable or elect not to purchase their electricity from a competitive 
electricity provider. 

LD302 An Act To Make Adjustments to the Renewable Energy Portfolio 

Sponsor(s) 
BERRY 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 302 proposed to amend the energy portfolio requirements of the electric restructuring law. 

ONTP 

Under current law, renewable resources that qualify under the portfolio requirement include any facility that 
qualifies as a small power production facility under the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission rules and 
generators ofless than 100 megawatts that rely on renewable resources. LD 302 proposed to remove the 100 
megawatt limitation. 

Under current law, 30% of a competitive electricity provider's portfolio of supply sources for retail electricity 
sales in this State must be accounted for by eligible resources, as defined by the law. LD 302 proposed to reduce 
this percentage to 20%. 

LD306 An Act To Ensure Recovery of Extraordinary, Terrorism-related 
Security Costs for Public Utilities 

Sponsor(s) 
BERRY 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 306 proposed to require the Public Utilities Commission to adjust rates to allow public utilities to collect 
security-related expenditures. 
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An Act To Clarify the Ability of Transmission and Distribution 
Utilities To Market Electricity at Retail 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 330 proposed to amend current law regarding electric industry restructuring to clarify that marketing of 
electricity by an entity acquiring a Maine electric utility is prohibited even if the market entity was established 
after the date of merger. This bill proposed to overturn a ruling of the Public Utilities Commission, subsequently 
upheld by the Law Court, with respect to the creation of a marketing affiliate by Emera after Emera's acquisition 
of Bangor-Hydro Electric. 

LD331 An Act Restricting Telemarketers from Blocking Their Telephone 
Numbers When Making Solicitation Calls 

Sponsor(s) 
DOUGLASS 

HUTTON 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 
S-15 

PUBLIC70 

LD 331 proposed to prohibit a telemarketer from blocking the telephone number so that it will not display on the 
receiving party's caller identification device. The bill proposed to provide exceptions for a person making a 
limited number of solicitation calls, a person who has an established business relationship with the receiver of the 
call and charitable organizations. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-15), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Utilities and Energy, proposed to replace the bill. This amendment proposed to require intrastate telemarketers to 
transmit or cause to be transmitted the telephone number and, when made available by the telemarketer's carrier, 
the name of the telemarketer to any caller identification service in use by a recipient of a telemarketing call. The 
amendment proposed to subject telemarketers who failed to comply with this requirement to penalties under the 
Utilities Trade Protection Act. The Federal Trade Commission adopted by rule a similar provision relating to 
interstate telemarketing calls; full compliance with the federal rule provision is not required until January 29, 
2004; the amendment proposed to make the Maine provision effective on the same date. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 70 requires intrastate telemarketersto transmito~ cause to be transmittedthetelephone 
number and, when made availableby the telemarketer's carrier, the name of the telemarketer to any caller 
identification service in use by a recipient of a telemarketing call. .The Federal Trade Commission has receotly 
adopted by rule a similar provisionrelating to interstate telemarketing calls under the FTC's jurisdiction, Full 
compliance with the federalrule provision is not required untilJanuary 29, 2004; this.Maine provision is 
effective on the same date. 
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An Act To Reduce the Electric Bill of Persons Requiring Daily Use 
of Electric Oxygenators 

Sponsor(s) 
FAIRCLOTH 

HALL 

Committee Report 
ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 343 proposed to allow a person who uses an electric oxygen pump for a minimum of 8 hours a day every day 
to apply to the Public Utilities Commission to direct that person's transmission and distribution utility and 
competitive electricity provider to remove from that person's bill the amount attributable to the cost of serving the 
electric oxygen pump. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-86) proposed to narrow the application of the bill by adding an income 
eligibility requirement. The amendment proposed to direct the Public Utilities Commission to establish a 
program to provide assistance to any residential customer who for health reasons must use an electric oxygen 
pump and whose income is at or below 200% of the federal poverty line. Under the program, a customer who 
meets the eligibility requirements would be able to apply to have the cost of serving the electric oxygen pump 
removed from the customer's bill. The program would be funded by allocation from the Fund for a Healthy 
Maine. (Not adopted) 

LD352 An Act To Encourage Energy Efficiency and Security 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 

BERRY 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
S-87 

PUBLIC219 

LD 352 proposed to direct the Public Utilities Commission, in determining transmission and distribution utility 
rates or in establishing any rate-adjustment mechanism or in developing and implementing conservation 
programs, to encourage efficiency in electricity use, provide incentives for the development of new, energy­
efficient business activity in the State and take into account the costs and benefits of energy efficiency and 
conservation to existing business activity in the State. 

LD 352 also proposed to require the Public Utilities Commission to undertake an investigation of how to create 
incentives for transmission and distribution utilities to promote energy efficiency and construct and maintain 
adequate infrastructure. The bill proposed to direct the commission to report its findings to the Joint Standing 
Committee on Utilities and Energy by December 1, 2003. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-87) proposed to replace the bill. This amendment proposed to: 

I. Require the Public Utilities Commission, in adopting conservation programs, to seek to encourage efficiency 
in electricity use, provide incentives for the development of new, energy-efficient business activity in the 
State and take into account the costs and benefits of energy efficiency and conservation to existing business 
activity in the State; and 

2. Require the Public Utilities Commission to undertake an investigation to identify rate designs, mechanisms or 
other means that provide incentives for transmission and distribution utilities to promote energy efficiency 
and that promote the security and robustness of the electric grid. The amendment proposed to direct the 
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Public Utilities Commission to submit a report of the results of its investigation to the Utilities and Energy 
Committee by February 1, 2004. 

- ---- ---

Enacted Law Summary 

PublicLaw2003; chapter 219: 

l. Requires the Public Utilities Commission, in adopting conservation programs, to seek to encourage efficiency 
.·in electricity use, ·provide incentives for- the development of new,_ energycefficient business activity in the 
St~te at1d take into account the costs and benefits of energy efficiency and conservation to existing business 
activity in the State; and 

2. Requires the Pµblic Utilities Commission to undertake an investigation to identify rate designs, _mechanisms 
or othermeans that provide incentive~ for transmissio11 and distribµtion µtilities to promote energy efficiency .. 
and that. promote th,,e security and robustness of the dectric grid; The Commission is requiredto submit its ... 
report to the Utilities and Energy Committee by FebnlatyJ,2004. 

LD355 An Act To Require That Residential Customers Be Given 
Contracts for Utility Line Extensions 

Sponsor(s) 
BLISS 
HALL 

Committee Report 
ONTP MAJ 
OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 355 proposed to require transmission and distribution utilities and private line extension contractors to 
provide residential customers with contracts for line extensions that include at least the names of the parties, 
location of the work, estimated work dates, contract price, payment method and general description of the work. 

LD371 An Act To Require Review of Utility Rates Prior to Approval of 
Alternative Rate Plans 

Sponsor(s) 
BLISS 
HALL 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-85 

PUBLIC45 

LD 3 71 proposed to require the Public Utilities Commission to conduct a rate case ensuring the justness of rates 
before authorizing or reauthorizing a price cap plan for electric, natural gas or telephone utilities. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-85) proposed to limit application of this bill to natural gas and electric utilities 
and to allow the Public Utilities Commission to conduct rate reviews in a manner that limits costs to ratepayers. 

------ - --

Enact.ed Law Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 45 requires the Public Utilities Commission to conduct a rate review ensuring the 
justness ofrates before authorizing or reauthorizing a.price cap plan for a natural gas or a transmission and 
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distribution utility. The law allows the Public Utilities Conunission to conduct the reviews .in a manner that 
limits the costs to ratepayers. 

LD392 An Act To Prohibit Use of Computerized Calls by Telemarketers 

Sponsor(s) 
DUDLEY 

STRIMLING 

Committee Report 
ONTP MAJ 
OTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 392 proposed to generally to prohibit the use of automated telephone solicitation calls to persons in this State. 
The bill proposed to provide exceptions for calls made on behalf of a charitable organization or on behalf of a 
political party or candidate. It also proposed to preserve those portions of existing law that limit and prohibit 
certain uses of automated telephone solicitation calls and the exceptions to those limits and prohibitions. 

LD397 Resolve, To Create the Study Gronp To Examine an Emergency 
Alert Notification System for Deaf and Hard-of-hearing 
Individuals 

Sponsor(s) 
EDMONDS 
KOFFMAN 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-551 RICHARDSON J 
S-40 

LD 397 was a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

RESOLVE78 
EMERGENCY 

This bill proposed to study the development of an emergency alert notification system for deaf and hard-of­
hearing individuals. The study would be conducted in conjunction with federal and state homeland security 
groups and would contemplate notification for all types of emergencies, including weather emergencies. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-40) proposed to establish the Study Group to Examine an Emergency Alert 
Notification System for Deaf and Hard-of-hearing Individuals. The study group would consist of 17 members 
and would be chaired and staffed by the Maine Emergency Management Agency within the Department of 
Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management. The study group would be directed to invite the participation of 
any interested members of the Joint Standing Conunittee on Utilities and Energy. The study group would be 
authorized to report out legislation related to the study. 

House Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (H-551) proposed to authorize the Study Group to 
Examine an Emergency Alert Notification System for Deaf and Hard-of-hearing Individuals to report out only a 
single bill related to the study. It proposed to remove the provision allowing the study group an extension of time 
to complete its study. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2003, chapter 78 establishes the Study Group to Examine an Emergency Alert Notification System for 
Deaf and Hard-of-hearingindividuals. The study group consists of 17 members and is chaired and staffed by the 
Maine Emergency ManagementAgency Within the Department ofDefense,Veterans and Emergency 
Management.The study group is directed .to invite the participation of any interested 01embersof the Joint 
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Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy. The Study Group is authorized to report out a single bill related.to 
the study. The study group is not allowed to seek an extension of time to complete its study. 

Resolve2003, chapter 78was enacted as an emergency effectiveJune 17, 2003. 

LD437 An Act To Ensure Opportunity for Public Comment at Meetings 
of Sanitary Districts 

Sponsor(s) 
BROMLEY 

DAIGLE 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 43 7 proposed to require that the public be allowed an opportunity to comment on any change to a sanitary 
district's public services, fees, rates or facility plans prior to the board of trustee's final vote on the change. 

LD479 An Act To Revise the Funding Formula for the Public Utilities 
Commission and the Public Advocate 

Sponsor(s) 
DAGGETT 
COWGER 

Committee Report 
ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 479 proposed to increase the cap on the assessment collected by the Public Utilities Commission and to 
change the method of determining the assessment on water utilities for funding of the Public Utilities 
Commission and the Public Advocate's office. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-52), which was the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Utilities and Energy, proposed to remove any changes to the cap on the Public Utilities Commission assessment 
on utilities. The amendment proposed to preserve those portions of the bill that change the method of 
determining the assessment on water utilities. The level of the cap on the total Public Utilities Commission 
assessment was the subject of LD 1042. (Not adopted) 

LD481 An Act To Preserve Competition in the Long-distance Telephone 
Market 

Sponsor(s) 
DAGGETT 

BLISS 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 481 proposed to prohibit employees of telephone utilities that provide both local exchange and interstate 
interexchange service who are involved in the marketing oflocal exchange services from being involved in the 
marketing of interstate interexchange services. 
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An Act To Transfer Regulation of Towers and Transmitters to 
Municipalities 

Sponsor(s) 
GOODWIN 

Committee Report 
ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 508 proposed to authorize municipalities to adopt and enforce ordinances or regulations concerning the 
placement, height, size, width and output of towers and transmitters for wireless communications and require 
such ordinances be submitted to the Public Utilities Commission for its record. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-87), which was the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Utilities and Energy, proposed to remove the requirement in the bill that a copy of the local ordinance be 
submitted to the Public Utilities Commission. (Not adopted) 

LD540 Resolve, To Ensure Optimal Energy Efficiency in State-funded 
Constrnction 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 
BLISS 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 540 proposed to direct the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to adopt rules to ensure 
optimal energy efficiency in state-funded construction. (See LD 233.) 

LD546 An Act To Ensure Consideration of Accurate Long-term 
Customer Power Alternatives 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 546 proposed to require a transmission and distribution utility, in reviewing or renegotiating a special rate 
contract to "assume" that the customer's self-generation or other alternative sources of power was installed or 
obtained as originally proposed and has been operated in a commercially reasonable means and that it would 
continue to be so operated through the period of the proposed contract. 

LD547 An Act To Increase Bill Reductions for Electricity Customers in CARRIED OVER 
Maine 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

Current law provides for the exercise of some discretion by the Public Utilities Commission in setting assessment 
rates for funding electricity conservation programs for Maine's electricity customers. LD 547 proposes to 
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establish a single rate, .25 cent per kilowatt-hour, for all investor-owned utilities in the State but to leave with the 
commission discretion in setting an assessment rate for consumer-owned utilities. 

LD548 An Act To Reqnire Fair Treatment of Ratepayers When Electric 
Utilities Are Sold 

Sponsor(s) 
TREAT 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 548 proposed to prohibit electric utilities that are purchased after January 1, 2003 at a price above their book 
value per share from charging to ratepayers the "acquisition premium" (amount paid above the book value). 

LD569 An Act To Allow the Public Utilities Commission To Exempt 
Certain Telephone Utilities from the Requirement To Obtain 
Approval for Special Contracts 

Sponsor(s) 
BLISS 
HALL 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 569 proposed to authorize the Public Utilities Commission to grant exemptions from the requirement that 
telephone utilities obtain commission approval for special rate contracts with their customers. 

LD577 An Act To Facilitate Access to Dial-up Internet Service for 
Telephone Customers throughout the State 

Sponsor(s) 
BLISS 
HALL 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 577 proposed to require that local service telephone lines be capable of providing dial-up Internet access at 
speeds of 28.8 kilobytes or greater. 

LD639 An Act To Ensure Accurate Electric Rates for the Ski Industry CARRIED OVER 

Sponsor(s) 
MCGLOCKLIN 

HATCH PH 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

LD 639 proposes to require the Public Utilities Commission to establish rates for transmission and distribution 
utility service to ski areas in the State for lift operation and snowmaking that accurately reflect the costs of 
service. 
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An Act To Revise the Charter of the Brnnswick Sewer District 

Sponsor(s) 
GERZOFSKY 
EDMONDS 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-180 

P&S19 

LD 655 proposed to extend the territory of the Brunswick Sewer District to include the growth area defined by 
the growth/rural area boundary on the Town of Brunswick zoning map and to provide that the territory of the f1 
district expands with the growth area as zoned by the town. The bill also proposed to amend the charter to 
include a provision already in state law requiring the trustees to acquire written assurance from the town council 
that any sewer extension is in conformity with the Town of Brunswick Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Ordinance. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-180) proposed to clarify certain language of the bill and remove a provision 
redundant of requirements imposed under state law. It also proposed to add a referendum clause relating to that 
portion of the bill that expands the territory of the Brunswick Sewer District. 

E11actedLaw Sunimary _ 
- . . -

Private and Specia1Law2003, chapter 19.extends the boundmjlimit of th~ ]3runswickSewerDistrict to include 
the groWth area defined by the growth/rural area houndmj on the Town of Brunswick zoning map: It provid~s 
thatthe Town Council may expand the territory further to address threats to public health and safety, Thelaw 
alsoamends th~ charter t~ make. clear the trust~es m~stcofl'.plywith ~urrentlaw that requires the trusteesto -
a_ cquire wr __ i_tten a __ .s __ s __ u __ r_ a ___ n_ce __ fr_ om __ th_e __ ·_t_o __ wn_ c_ o_ u_n_c_il th __ a ___ t_ any_se __ w ___ er_e_ x ___ t_ en ___ sio_n is i_Il_-_c ___ o_n __ fi_orrn __ ity_w ___ it __ h __ th __ eT ___ o_ wn __ o ___ f_ 
BrunswickComprehensivePlan,Zonipg Ordinance .. That portion ofthe-bill that expa~ds the.territory ofthe 
Brunswick Sewer District is subject to local referendum approval within the district. 

LD668 Resolve, Regarding the Reduction of Barriers to the Transmission 
of Electricity 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 

Committee Report 
OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

RESOLVES 

LD 668 proposed to direct the Public Utilities Commission to work with the government of the Province of New 
Brunswick, Canada on ways to reduce or eliminate transaction costs and barriers to the free flow of electricity 
between Maine and Atlantic Canada. 

--- - -- -- ---- - --

EnaetedLaw Summary 

Resolves 2003, chapter 5 directs the Public Utilities Commission to work"IViththegovemment of the Province ()f 
New Brunswick, Canada on ways to reduce_ or eliminate transaction costs and barriers to the free flow of -
.electricity between Maine. and Atlantic Canada. 
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An Act To Strengthen the Energy Resources Council 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 
S-200 
H-567 RICHARDSON J 

PUBLIC487 
EMERGENCY 

LD 669 proposed to require the Energy Resources Council to undertake a comprehensive review of state energy 
and energy-related policy and prepare and submit a report of its findings and recommendations to the Joint 
Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by December 1, 2003. The bill also proposed to provide funding 
from the conservation program fund established pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 
3211-A, subsection 5 to provide staff for the council. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-200), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Utilities and Energy, proposed to replace the bill. The amendment proposed to do the following: 

1. Change the funding support for the Energy Resources Council. Currently funding is provided by member 
agencies. This amendment proposed to direct the council to seek federal funding. To the extent such funding 
is insufficient, member agencies would be directed to enter into an agreement to share the costs of staff. It 
also proposed to authorize the council to seek, and the Public Utilities Commission to provide, up to 
$200,000 from the conservation program fund to support legislatively directed activities of the council and 
projects generally consistent with the purposes of the program fund; 

2. Direct the council to undertake a study of energy-related policy and its implementation, with particular focus 
on energy efficiency and renewable energy. It proposed to provide for 4 members of the Legislature to be 
appointed to participate in the council's study. It proposed to require the council to hold a hearing outside of 
Augusta and to issue its report by January 31, 2004; 

3. Authorize the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy to report out legislation in response to the 
report; and 

4. Add an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill and an allocation section. 

House Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (H-567) proposed to change the reporting date of the 
Energy Resources Council and specify the number of times it can meet for the purpose of energy study ( 4 
meetings). It proposed to remove the requirement that the council hold a public hearing once in Augusta, and it 
proposed to remove language that allows the council to request assistance from the Legislative Council. It also 
proposed to decrease the Other Special Revenue Funds allocation and the amount of funds to be transferred from 
the Public Utilities Commission's conservation program for the purpose of paying the per diem and expenses of 
legislators' involvement in the study. 

Enacted LawSummary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 487 does the following: 

1. Ifohanges the funding support for the Energy Resources CollnciL Currently funding is provided by member 
agencies .. This amendment directs the council to seek federal funding. To the extent such funding is · 
insllfficient,.member agencies are directed to enter into an agreement to share the costs of staff. It also 
authorizes the council to seek, and the Public .Utilities Commission to provide, up to $200,000 from the 
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conservation.programfund to support legislatively directed. activities ofthe council and projects generally 
· consistent with the purposes of the program fund, · 

2. It directs the council to undertake a study of~nergy-related policy andits impleinentation,with particular 
focW> on energyefficiency and renewable (lneigy. It provides for 4 members of the Legislature to be 
appointed to participate m the council's sW:dy. 

Public Law 2003, chapter 487 is an emergency measure· effective June23, 2003. 

LD671 

LD 671 proposes to: 

An Act To Facilitate the Development of Cost-effective 
Distribnted Electricity Generation in the State 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CARRIED OVER 

1. Establish a regulatory structure for distributed generation designed to remove unnecessary barriers to the 
development of distributed generation in this State; 

2. Require the Public Utilities Commission to establish rules governing the retail sale of excess electricity from 
a distributed generator; 

3. Authorize the commission to require a transmission and distribution utility to purchase excess electricity 
from a distributed generator and resell it at wholesale; 

4. Direct the commission to allow certain distributed generators to elect a net energy billing arrangement; and 

5. Direct the commission to examine and address issues related to distributed generation and report back to the 
Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy by January 1, 2004. 

LD678 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Lubec Water and Electric 
District 

Sponsor(s) 
SHOREY 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
S-46 

p & s 15 
EMERGENCY 

LD 678 proposed to amend the Charter of the Lubec Water and Electric District to take into account the sale of 
the district's electric business on August 1, 1990. The bill proposed to make the charter amendment subject to 
approval of the voters at referendum. The bill also proposed to amend the charter to require the trustees to be 
residents of the district and to limit the election of trustees to the ratepayers of the district. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-46) proposed to: 

I. Provide that a municipal officer of the Town of Lubec would not be eligible to be a trustee of the district but 
allow holders of other town offices to be eligible; 
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2. Provide that all voters in the district would be eligible to vote in trustee elections; 

3. Provide that trustee elections are held at the annual town meeting of the Town of Lubec; and 

4. Remove the referendum clause from the bill, and modify the language of the emergency preamble to reflect 
changes to the bill. 

-·---"'--' --" ----- _,, ___ - ------.-- -------- ---

:Enacted Law Summary 
. ~ - .- .. ' ' " '-;. ·: ___ - --

Privateartd SpecialLaw 2003, cbapter15arnends the Charter of the Lubec WatefandE!ectricDistrict to take· .. 
into acc.ountthe sale of the district's electric business on August!, 1990.. Th el aw also providesthat a municipal 
officer of the Town of Lubec is not eligible to he a trustee of the district but removes the current ineligibility for 
hold.,rsof othertown offices; .l>rovidesthat all voters in the district are eligible to vote in trustee elections;. and 
provides that trustee e\ec.tions are held at the annual town meeting of the'f own of Lubec. · 

~ - . ' -

1'riva1:e and Special ]-,~\iv 2003,, chapter 15. was enacted as all emergency measure effective May 13; 2003. 

LD724 An Act To Enhance Homeland Security 

Sponsor(s) 
MCKEE 
TREAT 

Conunittee Report 
OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 
H-131 

PUBLIC 124 

LD 724 proposed to amend the confidentiality provisions of the E-9-1-1 law to permit the use or disclosure of E-
9-1-1 system information to public safety agencies to the extent necessary to allow the use of the system to make 
outgoing emergency calls (known as "reverse 911 "). 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-131 ), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Conunittee on 
Utilities and Energy, proposed to replace the bill. The amendment proposed to clarify that confidential 
information in E-9-1-1 databases that is required to be disclosed to providers of emergency services and providers 
of emergency support services pursuant to 47 United States Code, Section 222(g) remain subject to existing 
confidentiality provisions and that a provider of emergency services and emergency support services that acquires 
such confidential information pursuant to that provision of federal law may use the information solely for the 
purposes of delivering or assisting in the delivery of emergency notification services (e.g., reverse 911). The 
amendment also proposed to provide that the name, address and telephone number of any person to whom any 
outgoing emergency notification call is made using confidential information acquired pursuant to 47 United 
States Code, Section 222(g) are confidential in the same manner as that information in the E-9-1-1 database. 

Enacted Law Su111mary 
. ---

Public Law2003;chapter 124 clarifies tha(confidentialinformation inE-9-1-1 databases that is required to be 
disclosedto pr0viders of emergency services and providers of emergency support services pursuantto 47United 
States Code, Section 222(g) remains subject to existing confidentialitJ proyisions and that aprovider of 
ernergencyservices and emergency support services that acquires such confidential inforrnatitm pursuantto .that 
provision of federal law may use the information solely for the purposes of deliverillg or assisting in the delivery 
ofemergency notification services. The. amendmentalso provides that the name, address and telephone number · 
of any peison to whom any outgoing emergency notification("reverse 911 ")call is made using confidential 
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information acquired pursuant to 47 United States Code, Section 222(g) are confidential in the same manner as 
thatinformation in the E-9-1-1 database. · 

LD771 An Act To Provide Parity in Funding for Enhanced 9-1-1 Services 

Sponsor(s) 
BLISS 
HALL 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-217 

PUBLIC 194 

LD 771 proposed to provide cellular and wireless telecommunications service providers reimbursement for the 
costs of implementing E-9-1-1 service in the State. Currently, cellular and wireless customers contribute to the 
E-9-1-1 fund, but only landline telephone service providers are entitled to reimbursement for implementation 
costs. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-217) proposed to specify that cellular and wireless telecommunications service 
providers may only receive reimbursement for eligible expenses related to the E-9-1-1 system if the provider does 
not separately bill customers for the expenses and the provider is not otherwise reimbursed for the expenses. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Publk Law 2003,. chapter 194 provides thatcellularandwirelesstelecommunications service providers may only. 
receive reimbursement for eligible eJ<,penses related to the E-9c Jc! system if the provider does not separately bill 
customers for the expenses aJ1d the provider is not otherwise reimbursed for the expenses: Curren.tty, cellular all.d. 
wireless customers contribute to the .Ec9-1-l fond,.butonly landline telephone service providers are entitled to 
reimbursement for implementation costs. · 

LD775 An Act To Clarify That All Companies Offering Telephone 
Services for Compensation, Including Switchless Resellers, Are 
Telephone Utilities 

Sponsor(s) 
BLISS 
HALL 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-125 

PUBLIC153 

LD 775 proposed to clarify that all persons offering telephone services for compensation, including so-called 
"switchless resellers," are telephone utilities. The bill proposed to revise the definition of "telephone utility" to 
include a telephone utility that offers "telephone service" and to remove any reference to ownership or control of 
a "telephone line"; to establish a new definition of "telephone service"; and to repeal the definition of "telephone 
line." 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-125) proposed to clarify that the term "telephone utility" does not include 
entities excluded from the definition of "public utility." 
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------ ------- -

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 153 clarifies.thatall persons offering telephone services for compellsation, including 
so"called "switch!ess resellers,'' are.telephone .utilities. The la\¥ revises.thedefinitionof "telephone utility'' by 
specifying.that a telephone utility offers "telephone service", establishes a new definition of"tel~phone service'', .· 
repeals the definition of "telephone line"andclarifies that the term "telephone utility" does not include entities 
excludedfromthe definition of''publicutility." 

LD776 An Act To Eliminate Potential Restrictions to the Establishment PUBLIC 48 
of an Alternative Form of Regnlation for Some Telephone Utilities EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 
BLISS 
HALL 

Committee Report 
OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 776 proposed to repeal a section oflaw that contemplates the Public Utilities Commission concluding any 
proceeding establishing an "alternative form of regulation" for a telephone utility by 1996. Removing the 
provision would allow the commission to adopt an alternative form of regulation for telephone utilities other than 
Verizon. 

Ena.cted.LawSummary 
- - -- " - --

Pu~li;Law 2003, chapter48 repeals .a section ·ofla\\' thafprovidesfor certain procedural requirementsif the · 
PublicUtilitit$Connnission concludes a proceeding ~stablishingam~'alter:t:latiyeJorm ofregulation"for a •. 
telephone utility before certain dates inl995 and 1996. Repealing this clarifies that the connnissionmay .. 
establish an alternative form of regulation for.telephone utilities for which the commission has riotyetestablished 
analternative fonn of regulation. · 

Public Law 2003, chapter48 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 17, 2003. 

LD799 Resolve, To Improve Energy Efficiency in New School Bnildings 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

This resolve proposed to direct the Commissioner of Education to amend the Department of Education's rules on 
construction of new schools or school buildings to require that all new school construction proposals be based on 
the most energy and environmentally efficient designs suitable. The commissioner would be required to submit a 
report to the Second Regular Session of the !21st Legislature. (The concept of this bill was addressed in the 
committee amendment to LD 233.) 
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An Act To Amend the Standard Water District Enabling Act 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 
S-51 

LD 804 proposed to do the following: 

PUBLIC 147 

1. Grant to each water district authority to protect the volume and quality of water within its territory; 

2. Clarify that the registrar of a standard water district must keep a list of all registered voters within the district; 

3. Remove a provision relating to water district trustee compensation that requires that such compensation be 
specified in the bylaws and be for meetings attended and reimbursement for expenses; 

4. Allow a water district to increase its debt limit through a referendum procedure; and 

5. Impose a lien on property services by water districts to secure payment for unpaid rates. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-51), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Utilities and Energy, proposed to remove that portion of the bill that proposed to grant water districts authority to 
regulate the volume and water quality of water within their territories. The amendment also proposed to make a 
technical correction in the bill. 

--- ~ -

E11actedLawSummary 

Pllblic Law 2003, chapter 147 doesJhe following: 

l. It clarifies .that .the registrar of a standard waterdistriq( must keep a list ofal1 registered voters Withfu the 
district; 

. . . 

2. I~removes a provision oflaw relating to water districttrustee. compensation that requires that such 
compensation be .specified in the bylaws and beformeetings at(ended;and reimbursementfor expenses; 
un.der the new provision trustee compensation is set bye the trustees as approved by the munfoipal officers of 
the municipalities; · 

. . 
3. It allows a water district to increase its debt limit through a referendum procedure; and 

4. It imposes a lien on property served by.water districts to secure paymentfor unpaid rates. 

LD805 An Act To Protect Conservation Trust Funds 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 

LD 805 proposed to do the following: 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM MAJ 
OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 
S-133 

PUBLIC275 
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1. Establish the Sustainable Energy Trust Fund to provide loans or other financial assistance to support 
sustainable energy projects; 

2. Direct the Finance Authority of Maine, with the advice and guidance of the Energy Resources Council, to 
adopt rules governing eligibility, project feasibility and terms and conditions for the granting of financial 
assistance from the trust fund; 

3. Direct the Public Utilities Commission to assess transmission and distribution utilities to collect funds for 
deposit in the trust fund; 

4. Direct that at least 75% of the trust fund be spent on projects in accordance with priorities established by the 
Energy Resources Council and at least 20% of the funds be used to support demonstration community 
projects approved by the Executive Department, State Planning Office that use sustainable, renewable or 
clean energy technologies; 

5. Permit up to 5% of the trust fund to be used to cover administrative expenses; and 

6. Eliminate the Renewable Resource Fund and transfer all money into the Sustainable Energy Trust Fund. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-133), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Utilities and Energy, proposed to replace the bill and change the title to reflect the changes to the bill. This 
amendment proposed to deem funds collected from electricity consumers pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, 
Title 35-A, section 3211-A to be held "in trust" for the purposes of benefiting electricity consumers. It also 
proposed that, in the event these funds are not expended or contracted for expenditure within 2 years of being 
collected from consumers, the Public Utilities Commission to return the value of those funds to consumers by 
reducing the assessment it collects from transmission and distribution utilities pursuant to Title 35-A, section 
3211-A. 

Committee Amendment "B" (S-134), which was the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Utilities and Energy, proposed to repeal the conservation program at the Public Utilities Commission. (Not 
adopted) 

EnactedLaw Summary 

PublicLaw 2003, chapter_275 .deems.funds collected from electricityc6nsumerspul"suanf to the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3211-Ato be held in trust for the purposes of benefiting electricity consumers. In 
the. event .these funds are not expended or contracted for expenditure within2 years of being collected from 
consumers, the Public .Utilities Commission.is directed to return the value of those funds to .consumers by 
reducing the assessment it collects from transmission and distribution .utilities pursuant to. Title 35-A, section 
3211-A . . 
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An Act To Prevent the Gaming of Special Rate Contracts by 
Utilities 

Sponsor(s) 
BERRY 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 811 proposed to prohibit a transmission and distribution utility, while under an alternative rate plan that 
"provides certain limits on diesel deferral rates" from discontinuing or refusing to renew special rate contracts 
without the customer's consent, regardless of termination provisions in those contracts. 

LD843 An Act To Ensure Eqnal Treatment of Telecommunications 
Customers under Maine's Universal Service Fund 

Sponsor(s) 
RINES 

DAGGETT 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 843 proposed to remove the requirement in Public Utilities Commission rules that customers of mobile 
carriers contribute financially to Maine's universal service fund, also established in commission rules. Under 
those rules, only rural local exchange carriers or competitive local exchange carriers serving rural areas, may be 
eligible to receive USF funds. 

LD947 An Act To Create the Cable Television Franchise Board 

Sponsor(s) 
GLYNN 
BLAIS 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 947 proposed to create the Cable Television Franchise Oversight Board to license cable television companies 
and to oversee and regulate the cable television franchising process between municipalities and cable television 
companies. The board would have 7 members appointed by the Governor. The board would have rulemaking 
and regulatory authority, would be authorized to hire staff and would be authorized to assess cable television 
companies to fund its operations. 

LD967 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Madawaska Water District P&S16 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 
MARTIN 
PARADIS 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
S-45 

LD 967 proposed to authorize the Madawaska Water District to collect rates from properties immediately 
adjacent to its service lines even though owners of such properties may opt not to connect to the wastewater 
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treatment services and to authorize the district to use statutory lien procedures to assist in the collection of 
outstanding rates and services. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-45) proposed to replace the bill. This amendment proposed to authorize a 
referendum within the Madawaska Water District to allow it to charge readiness-to-serve charges against 
properties abutting on or accessible to the water lines of the district that on or after January 1, 2004 are improved 
with new residential or commercial structures requiring systems for the disposal of sewage and wastewater but 
that do not connect to the district's water lines. 

Enacted Law Summary .. 

Private and Special Law 2003, chapter 16 authorizes a.referendum within the Madawaska Water District to allow 
iUo charge readiness-to-serve charges against properties abutting on or accessibleto the water lines of the district 
fi¥tt 0n or afterJ~nuary 1, 2004 are improved with new residential or corrimercialstrµctures requiring systemsfor • 
the disposal of s~wage·and wastewater but that do not connect. to. distric.t's water. lines, · · 

{" . -. - --. . 

Private and Specia!Law 2003, chapter 16 was enacted as an emergency measure effective May 14,2003. 

LD 1030 An Act To Allow Consumer-owned Utilities To Purchase Power at 
Negotiated Wholesale Rates, Terms and Conditions 

Sponsor(s) 
MURPHY 

HATCH PH 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-124 

PUBLIC 141 

LD 1030 proposed to provide explicit permission for consumer-owned transmission and distribution utilities to 
enter into wholesale power purchase agreements for the purpose of providing retail generation service within 
their service territories. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-124) proposed to clarify that a consumer-owned transmission and distribution 
utility that purchases power at wholesale for resale to its customers must comply with the portfolio and 
information disclosure requirements applicable to competitive electricity providers. 

EnactedLaw Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 141 provides explicit permission for consumer-o"\Vlled transmission a11d dfotribution 
utilities to enter into wholesalepciwer purchase agreements for the purpose of providing retail generation service 
within their service territories and clarifies that a consurner-owned .. transmission and di~tribution utility that 
purchases power atwholesalefor resale to its.customers must comply with the portfolio anddnformation 
disclosure requirements applicable to competitive electricity providers. 
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An Act To Ensure Proper Fuudiug of the Public Utilities 
Commission and the Public Advocate 

Sponsor(s) 
BLISS 

Connnittee Report 
OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 
H-319 

PUBLIC 272 
EMERGENCY 

LD I 042 proposed to increase the maximum amount that the connnission may assess utilities to fund the 
commission's operations. LD 1042 also proposed to allow the Public Utilities Connnission to use unexpended 
funds remaining at the end of the prior year. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-319), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Connnittee on 
Utilities and Energy, proposed to replace the bill and amend the title to reflect the content of the amendment. 
This amendment proposed to do the following: 

1. Authorize the Public Utilities Commission to assess public utilities to fund the commission's budget on a 
going forward basis at the same rate as was authorized for the 2004 fiscal year; 

2. Authorize the Public Utilities Connnission and the Public Advocate to carry forward 100% of unspent funds 
at the end of fiscal years 2003 and 2004; 

3. Direct the Public Utilities Connnission to report to the Joint Standing Connnittee on Utilities and Energy by 
January 1, 2004 its activities for the prior fiscal year and its evaluation of the adequacy of the assessment and 
the appropriateness of the current apportionment of the assessment among utilities; and 

4. Authorize the Joint Standing Connnittee on Utilities and Energy to report out legislation relating to the 
Public Utilities Connnission assessment to the Second Regular Session of the 121st Legislature. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter272i 

- ' '- ' ' ' ' - ' -- ,' ', --- ' - - ._ .,· ,- ' ' _:_ -
1. Authorizes the .Pubhc Utilities Commission to assess public utilities to fund the connnission's budget on a 

going.forward basis at the same rate as was authorized for the; 2004 fiscal year; 

2. Authorizes thePublicUtilitiesCommissiol:l ai1dthePubli~ Adyocate to carryforwardl00% ofu1lspent funds 
at the end of fiscalyears 2003 and 2004; 

- "' -

3: Directs the Pµblic Utilities Commission to report to. the· Jo inf SfandingConnnittee cm Utilities and Energy by • 
· Jatluary 1, 2004 its activities for the prior fiscal year and its evaluation of the adequacy pf the. assessment atld 

the appropriateness. of the current apportionment of the assessment among utilities; atld 

4. Authorizes the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities atld Energy to report out legislation relating to Public 
Utilities Commission assessment to the Second Regular Session of the 121st Legislature. 

Public Law 2003, chapter 272 was enacted as an emergency measure effective May23,2003, 
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An Act To Enhance Renewable Power 

Sponsor(s) 
MILLSP 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1053 proposed to impose, beginning January 1, 2004, assessments on the retail sale of electricity generated 
by the use of coal, oil and natural gas and direct the Public Utilities Commission to establish by rule a program to 
use the revenues from this assessment to reduce the cost to consumers of electricity generated by the use of 
renewable resources. This bill also proposed to change the name of the Renewable Resource Fund to the 
Voluntary Eligible Renewable Resource Fund to distinguish it from the Maine Renewable Resource Fund created 
by the bill. 

LD 1148 Resolve, To Establish the Maine Networked Services Task Force 

Sponsor(s) 
MILLSP 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1148 proposed to establish the Maine Networked Services Task Force to study and evaluate the delivery 
system for networked services such as telecommunications, Internet service, cable television services and 
electricity. 

LD 1157 An Act To Promote Clean and Efficient Energy CARRIED OVER 

Sponsor(s) 
BRENNAN 

Committee Report 

LD 1157 was a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

This bill proposed to support clean and efficient energy in Maine by: 

Amendments Adopted 

1. Increasing funding for energy efficiency by establishing a single, statewide system benefit charge for Maine's 
electricity efficiency program of .15 cents per kilowatt hour in 2003, .25 cents per kilowatt hour in 2006 and 
.30 cents per kilowatt hour starting in 2008; 

2. Establishing new appliance and equipment energy standards for 15 products not currently covered by federal 
standards; 

3. Increasing renewable energy production in Maine by amending the State's renewable energy portfolio 
standard to gradually increase the percentage of electricity products sold in Maine that are composed of 
clean, new renewable energy; and 

4. Increasing energy efficient building construction by requiring that the so-called "LEED Green Building 
Standards" be established as the new residential building code in Maine and requiring the State to use this 
standard for all new state buildings and renovations of state buildings. The bill proposed also to increase 
enforcement of building codes to ensure compliance. (See LD 1261.) 
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Resolve, To Enconrage Use of Alternative Energy Sources 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 
S-132 

RESOLVE SO 

LD 1184 proposed to direct the Energy Resources Council to study the State's policy options to allow 5% of the 
State's vehicle and heating fuel needs to be met from renewable sources by the end of 2010 and to report to the 
Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy and the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation no later 
than January 1, 2004. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-132), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Utilities and Energy, proposed to replace the resolve. This amendment proposed to direct the Energy Resources 
Council, in consultation with the Department of Environmental Protection, to undertake a study of alternative 
transportation and heating fuels, alternatively fueled vehicles and biofuels and to report to the joint standing 
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters with interim findings and 
recommendations by January 31, 2004 and with final recommendations by January 31, 2005. The reports must 
recommend production and usage goals for alternative transportation fuels and biofuels and recommend 
strategies for achieving those goals. 

Enacted Law Summary . . 

Resolve 2003, chapter directs the Energy Resoufce~ Council, in c.onsultationwith the Depa.rtment of 
I:lnvironmental Protection, to undertake• a study of 11Jternative tr11nsportation. ll.nd heating fuels, alternatively 
fueled ve]:ricles .and biofuels and to. report to.thej ointstaading committe~· of the Legislature having jurisdiction 
over utilities and energy matters with interimfindings and recommendations byJanuary3 l, 2004 and with final 
recommendationsby.January.31, 2005 .. The rep.ortsmust recommendproductionand.usage· goals for alte.mative 
transportation fuels and biofuels and recommendstrategiesfor achieving those goals. 

LD 1187 An Act To Establish Minimum Energy Efficiency Standards for 
Products Sold in the State 

Sponsor(s) 
HALL 
O'NEIL 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1187 proposed to set minimum energy efficiency standards for products in Maine, including exit signs, traffic 
signals and ceiling fans. LD 1187 proposed to authorize the Public Utilities Commission to establish higher 
energy efficiency standards and to adopt standards for additional products and to direct the Public Utilities 
Commission to monitor and enforce compliance with the standards. (See LD 1261.) 
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Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

An Act To Control Unsolicited Commercial E-mail 

Sponsor(s) 
SHOREY 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1188 proposed to prohibit certain forms of computer trespass such as using a computer or computer network 
without authority and with the intent to disable or damage computer software, data, or programs; to make an 
unauthorized copy of computer software, data or programs; to falsify e-mail transmission information in 
connection with unsolicited bulk e-mail; or to possess with the intent to distribute software designed to facilitate 
the falsification of e-mail transmission information. The bill proposed to address matters addressed in current 
law (17-A MRSA ch. 18) and by LD 255 (see summary of that bill). 

LD 1201 An Act To Reqnire the Owner or Operator of a Casino To CARRIED OVER 
Improve or Replace Utilities and Infrastructure in the Vicinity of 
the Casino 

Sponsor(s) 
COLLINS 
WESTON 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

LD 1201 proposes to provide that an owner or operator of a facility at which casino-style gambling is conducted 
is responsible for the costs to improve or replace utilities, including, but not limited to, water, sewer and 
electrical service, and infrastructure, including, but not limited to, roads, intersections and highway exits, located 
within a 25-mile radius of the facility at which casino-style gambling is conducted. The decision whether to 
make such improvements or refinements would be made by the municipality in which the utilities or 
infrastructure was located. 

LD 1212 An Act To Create the Bayside Utilities District P&S9 

Sponsor(s) 
ASH 

HATCH PH 

Committee Report 
OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

LD 1212 proposed to create the Bayside Utilities District and allow the Northport Village Corporation to convey 
its water-related and sewer-related assets to the Bayside Utilities District. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

An Act To Anthorize Water and Wastewater Districts To Lease 
Their Assets 

Sponsor(s) 
MCLAUGHLIN 

MAYO 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 
H-316 

PUBLIC 267 

LD 1252 proposed to provide that a consumer-owned water or wastewater district may enter into lease and 
leaseback or sale and leaseback transactions and to provide certain property tax exemptions for property subject Ii' 
to such transactions. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-316), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Utilities and Energy, proposed to replace the bill. It proposed to remove references to property tax exemptions, 
eliminate references to sale and leaseback transactions, limit leaseback transactions to property other than land 
and define leases to include leases of any length, including leases that may be defined as sales for income tax 
purposes. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 267 provides that a consunier-owned wateror wastewater district may enterintoJease 
and leaseba~ktransactions with respect to property other than .land,·. It also defines leases to includ.e leases of any · 
length, including leases that rriay be defined as sales forincome tax purposes; 

LD 1261 An Act To Snpport Clean and Efficient Energy for the Fntnre of CARRIED OVER 
Maine's Economy and Environment 

Sponsor(s) 
TREAT 
BLISS 

LD 1261 proposed to: 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

1. Establish minimum energy efficiency standards for certain products, such as ceiling fans, illuminated exit 
signs, traffic signal lights and digital cable television boxes. The bill proposed that, beginning January 1, 
2005, the sale of a product that does not meet the energy efficiency standards would be prohibited and, 
beginning January 1, 2006, installation of such a product would be prohibited. (This portion of the bill is 
substantively identical to the provisions of LD 1187); 

2. Increase the assessment imposed by the Public Utilities Commission on transmission and distribution utilities 
to 0.2¢ per kilowatt-hour to fund energy conservation programs; 

3. Impose an additional assessment on transmission and distribution utilities of 0.1 ¢ per kilowatt-hour to fund a 
Clean Energy Fund in the Public Utilities Commission to encourage the development, construction and 
operation of new renewable energy resources projects, defined as electrical generation powered by fuel cells 
using renewable fuels; tidal, ocean or wave power; solar arrays and installations; wind power; and 
geothermal power. (See LD 1312); 
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4. Establish progressively higher goals for new renewable energy generation installed in the State ranging from 
50 mwby the end of2006 to 500 mw by the end of2015. (See LD 1312); 

5. Establish the Clean Energy Advisory Committee to review and assess the progress of the State in promoting 
the development of new renewable energy and in meeting the goals set for increasing new renewable energy 
generation; and 

6. Direct the Energy Resources Council, in consultation with the PUC, to develop recommendations for means 
of encouraging renewable energy and, in consultation with the PUC and the DECD, to study the need for 
revisions to building codes used in Maine (See LDs 233 & 1321). 

LD 1312 Resolve, Relating to Renewable Resources 

Sponsor(s) 
COLWELL 
WESTON 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-317 

RESOLVE45 

LD 1312 proposed to amend the laws governing electric industry restructuring as they relate to the 30% 
renewable portfolio standard. The bill proposed to define "eligible renewable resource" to mean an electrical 
generator facility that relies on certain specific fuel sources. The bill proposed to require that, beginning March 
1, 2005, no less than 0.5% of supply sources for retail electricity sales in this State is accounted for by eligible 
renewable resources that are constructed after January 1, 2002. This percentage would increase 0.5% per year 
until it reached 5% in 2014. The bill proposed to direct the Public Utilities Commission to establish the Maine 
Renewable Resource Fund to support eligible renewable resources in this State, renewable resource research and 
development and to fund demonstration community projects using renewable energy technologies. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-317) proposed to replace the bill. This amendment proposed to direct the 
Public Utilities Commission to examine mechanisms designed to ensure a secure, adequate and reliable supply of 
electricity for state residents and to maintain and increase the State's use of renewable and indigenous resources. 
The commission would be directed to submit the results of its examination to the Joint Standing Committee on 
Utilities and Energy by December 31, 2003 and the committee would be authorized to report out legislation in 
response to the commission's examination. 

Endcted Lari> Summary 

Resolve2003, chapter 45 directs the Pub lie Utilities commission to .examine mechan.isll1S designed to ensµrea . 
secure, adeq11ate and reliable .supply of electricity for state resid~nts and to maintain and increase the State's use 
ofrenewable and indigenous resources, The commission is directed to submit.the results of its examination to. 
the fointStanding Comurittee on Utilities and Energy by December 31,2003 andthe committee is authorized to · 
report out legislation in responseto the commission's el(amination. 
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LD 1317 

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

An Act To Strengthen Maine's "Do Not Call" List 

Sponsor(s) 
SULLIVAN 
BROMLEY 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1317 proposed to regulate telephone solicitation by consolidating various laws regarding telemarketers found 
in different sections of the Maine Revised Statutes. The bill also proposed the following: ~ 

I. To change the scope of the application of telemarketing laws to include all telemarketers, regardless of their 
place of business. Calls made by nonprofit charitable organizations and political organizations would be 
exempt; 

2. To prohibit a telemarketer from blocking the display of its phone number from the consumer being called 
(See LD 331); 

3. To continue the current restrictions on the use of automated telephone calling devices to make telemarketing 
calls; 

4. To require telemarketers making solicitations via facsimile to provide the name and address of the person 
making the solicitation, as well as a toll-free telephone number that must be answered by an individual on 
weekdays between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. or that automatically deletes the specified telephone 
number of the caller from the telemarketer's database; 

5. To require the Attorney General to establish, either in-house or through a contract with a private vendor, the 
Maine do-not-call list, a database of names, addresses and telephone numbers of consumers in this State who 
object to receiving unsolicited telemarketing or telephone calls; 

6. To allow telemarketers to purchase the Maine do-not-call list from the Attorney General for a fee not to 
exceed $75 and prohibit telemarketers from calling consumers listed on the Maine do-not-call list; 

7. To allow an action to be brought against a telemarketer by the Attorney General, by a state agency that 
licenses the telemarketer or by the affected consumer. A violation would be punishable by a civil penalty or 
administrative penalty of up to $3,000 for each violation; and 

8. To require the Attorney General to report to the Legislature every 2 years regarding the Maine do-not-call 
list, complaints and enforcement actions and any suggested changes for improving the regulation of 
telemarketing. 

(See LD 1360.) 
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LD 1321 

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

An Act Regarding Energy Efficiency Standards 

Sponsor(s) 
ADAMS 
HALL 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-179 

PUBLIC 151 

LD 1321 proposed to update references to ASHRAE standards in Maine laws pertaining to energy efficiency and 
indoor air quality in new construction or substantial renovation of conditioned space in commercial or industrial 
buildings and residential buildings of more than 2 dwelling units. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-179) proposed to make technical corrections to the bill to make the effective 
date of the ASHRAE standards consistent (January 1, 2004). 

Enatted Law Sumnu1ry 
-~~' . . ~ . . 

PubliC Law 2003, ch~~terl5 l updates Maine lawpertaining to energy efficiency standards and indoor air quality, 
After January 1, 2004 new construction or substantial renovations of conditioned space in residential buildings of 
more than 2 dwelling units must conforll1 to the 2001 ASHRAE standards .. 

LD 1359 An Act To Establish the Locally Governed Water District Act 

Sponsor(s) 
DAGGETT 
SUS LO VIC 

Committee Report 
ONTP MAJ 

OTP-AM MIN 

Amendments Adopted 

INDEFPP 

LD 1359 proposed to create a 4-year pilot program under which the Public Utilities Commission would designate 
up to 10% of the state's consumer-owned water utilities, including at least one large district, one medium-sized 
district, and one small district, to opt out of regulation by the Public Utilities Commission with respect to their 
rates, terms of service and most other affairs. The pilot program would expire on June 1, 2007. The bill 
proposed to require the Public Utilities Commission to submit a report on the success of the pilot program by 
October 31, 2006 to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over public utilities 
matters. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-131) proposed to make the following changes to the bill. It proposed to: 

1. Clarify that municipal water departments may participate in the local governance pilot project; 

2. Require participants in the pilot project to continue to pay Public Utilities Commission and Public Advocate 
assessments; 

3. Provide that sale of land by a pilot project participant remains subject to Public Utilities Commission 
oversight; 

4. Remove the provision of the bill authorizing a pilot project participant to adopt a local appeal process and 
replace it with a directive that the Public Utilities Commission establish procedures to review customer 
complaints concerning denial or termination of service, terms and conditions of service, billing, metering or 
collection for service and any other matters the commission determines appropriate; and 
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5. Provide that a pilot project participant may take advantage of any authorization under existing law for a 
consumer-owned water utility to enter a lease and leaseback transaction, subject to Public Utilities 
Commission approval. (See LD 1252.) (Not adopted) 

House Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (H-536) proposed to prohibit a consumer-owned 
water utility from participating in the pilot project unless participation in the pilot project has been approved by 
the consumers of the utility's service territory at a local referendum. (Not adopted) 

House Amendment "B" to Committee Amendment "A" (H-541) proposed to require a water utility district 
that wishes to participate in the local governance pilot project to first undergo an independent management audit. Ii 
(Not adopted) 

Senate Amendment "A" to Committee Amendment "A" (S-248) proposed to change the service size 
requirement under the provision requiring inclusion of a large water district in the pilot project from a service 
size of more than 100,000 people to a service size of more than 25,000 people. It proposed to reduce the number 
of participants in the pilot project from 10% of the consumer-owned water utilities operating in the State to 8 
utilities. The amendment proposed, in the case of a locally governed water district's selling water to an adjacent 
water utility at wholesale, to maintain the Public Utilities Commission jurisdiction to establish fair rates for the 
sale of water by the locally governed water districts. (Not adopted) 

LD 1360 An Act To Create a No-contact List and Prohibit Unsolicited E­
mail 

Sponsor(s) 
DOUGLASS 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

CARRIED OVER 

LD 1360 proposes to regulate telephone solicitation by consolidating various laws regarding telemarketers found 
in different sections of the Maine Revised Statutes and do the following: 

1. Change the scope of the application to include all telemarketers, regardless of their place of business. Calls 
made by nonprofit charitable organizations and political organizations would be exempt; 

2. Prohibit a telemarketer from blocking the display of its phone number from the consumer being called. (see 
LD 331); 

3. Continue the current restrictions on the use of automated telephone calling devices to make telemarketing 
calls. (see LD 392); 

4. Require telemarketers making solicitations via facsimile to provide the name and address of the person 
making the solicitation, as well as a toll-free telephone number that must be answered by an individual on 
weekdays between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. or that automatically deletes the specified telephone number 
of the caller from the telemarketer's database. (current law prohibits unsolicited fares); 

5. Require the Attorney General to establish, either in-house or through a contract with a private vendor, the 
Maine no-contact list, a database of names, addresses, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses of consumers 
in this State who object to receiving unsolicited telemarketing or telephone calls or commercial e-mail. The 
Attorney General would be required to provide information about the list and forms for enrolling on the list. 
The Attorney General would be permitted to charge a fee of no more than $3 for inclusion on the list; a 
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consumer would remain on the list for 3 years or until the consumer is assigned a new number or e-mail 
address; 

6. Allow telemarketers and commercial e-mail senders to purchase the Maine no-contact list from the Attorney 
General for a fee not to exceed $75 and prohibit telemarketers from calling consumers listed on the Maine no­
contact list; 

7. Allow an action to be brought against a telemarketer by the Attorney General, by a state agency that licenses 
the telemarketer, or by the affected consumer. A violation would be punishable by a civil penalty or 
administrative penalty of up to $3,000 for each violation; 

8. Require the Attorney General to report to the Legislature every 2 years regarding the Maine no-contact list, 
complaints and enforcement actions and any suggested changes for improving the regulation of 
telemarketing; and 

9. Restrict unsolicited commercial e-mail, defined as e-mail that is sent for the purpose of advertising or 
conveying information about real property, goods or services or extending credit or soliciting contributions, 
by requiring the e-mail to contain a valid toll-free telephone number, physical postal address and a return e­
mail address maintained by the sender to which the recipient may respond indicating that the recipient does 
not wish to receive further unsolicited commercial e-mail from the sender. The restriction would not apply to 
e-mail sent to persons with whom the sender has a prior relationship or who have requested the information 
from the sender. Unsolicited commercial e-mail would need to include in the subject line a label, as 
specified, so that recipients are made aware of the nature of the e-mail. Each unsolicited commercial e-mail 
sent to a recipient in violation would be considered an unfair trade practice. (see LDs 255 and 1317.) 

LD 1373 Resolve, To Establish the Commission on Comprehensive Energy 
Planning 

Sponsor(s) 
ADAMS 

Committee Report 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

ONTP 

LD 1373 proposed to establish the Commission on Comprehensive Energy Planning. (See LDs 669, 352, 233, 
1312 and 1184.) 

LD 1423 An Act To Facilitate the Implementation, Maintenance and 
Operation of the E-9-1-1 Emergency System 

Sponsor(s) 
BLISS 

STRIMLING 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-451 

PUBLIC 359 

LD 1423 proposed to remove a "sunset" provision that would reduce the surcharge for Enhanced 9-1-1 service 
from 50¢ to 32¢, and proposed to increase the surcharge to 66¢. It also proposed to amend a provision oflaw 
relating to the Emergency Service Communication Bureau's responsibilities in cases in which a local government 
chooses not to participate in the E 9-1-1 system. 
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Committee Amendment "A" (11-451) proposed to: 

1. Move the Emergency Services Communication Bureau from the Department of Public Safety to the Public 
Utilities Commission; 

2. Keep the current surcharge at 50¢ per month per line or number by removing the "sunset" provision in current 
law that reduces the surcharge to 32¢ 90 days after the adjournment of the First Regular Session of the 121st 
Legislature; and 

3. Direct the Emergency Services Communication Bureau to seek to reduce the total number of public service 
answering points to between 16 and 24. 

eiiactedLiiw summii,:Y 

Public Law 2Q03, chapter 359: 
-.. ',' ,,"_ - - -

1 ;. Moves t:h~cEmergency Services· Co.mmunicatiori Bµreau ~omtheDepartrri~nt ~f Publk Safety to the Public 
Utilities Ciiimriission; · 

-- <->- _- ·- - < ~- ' 
. . 

2. Keeps the cµrrent surcharge at50¢ per month per line or riumberby removingthe "s\ll'.lset" provision in· 
current law that reduces the surchargeto 32¢ 90 days after the adjournment of the First Regular Session of 
the 12lstLegislature; and · · 

3. Directs the Emergency Services CommullicationBfueaifto seek to reduce th.e total number of public.service 
answering points( currently 48) to between 16. and 24, 

LD 1444 An Act To Facilitate E-9-1-1 for Multiline Telephone Systems PUBLIC 478 

Sponsor(s) 
BLISS 
HALL 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-425 

LD 1444 proposed to require privately owned or leased multiline telephone systems to provide to end users the 
same level of E-9-1-1 service that nonmultiline end users receive, which include: automatic number 
identification signaling, station identification data and updates to E-9-1-1 databases. This bill proposed to require 
multiline telephone systems that are newly installed or replaced to be compliant with routine technical rules 
adopted by the Department of Public Safety, Emergency Services Communication Bureau. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-425) proposed to replace the bill. This amendment proposed to permit the 
Emergency Services Communications Bureau to adopt rules to establish requirements for locating emergency 
calls, and initiating emergency responses to such calls, made from within multiline telephone systems, including 
network-based or premises-based systems, whether owned or leased by a public or private entity, such as private 
branch exchanges or Centrex systems. The amendment proposed to establish parameters for any such rules, to 
make them major substantive rules subject to legislative approval and require them to be approved by the Public 
Utilities Commission prior to their submission to the Legislature. 
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Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2003, chapter 478 permits the Emergency Services Communications Bureau to adoptrulesto 
estabHsh reqµirements for focating emergency calls, and initiating emergi;,ncy resp01:1ses to such calls, made from 
within multiline telephone systems, including network-based or premisescbased sys fems, whether owned or 
leased by a pub.lie or private entity, such as private branch exchanges or Centrex systems. The .amendment 
establishes parameters for any suchrules, makes them major substantive rulessubjectto legislativeapprcivaland 
requires them to be approved by the Public Utilities ConunisSion prior to their submission to the l,egislature. 

LD 1483 An Act To Improve the Ability of the Pnblic Utilities Commission 
To Enforce State Laws, Rules and Requirements 

Sponsor(s) 
BLISS 
HALL 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 
H-342 

PUBLIC SOS 

LD 1483 proposed to change most of the penalty provisions that apply to violations of laws administered by the 
Public Utilities Commission. It proposed: 

1. To repeal a variety of specific penalties related to violations of certain laws administered by the PUC 
(ranging from a $500/day civil forfeiture for a utility that fails to pay the PUC assessment to a Class B crime 
for a utility officer that knowingly makes a false statement regarding the issuance of stocks and bonds) and to 
make such violations subject to a new set of general penalties (see below); 

2. To leave in place current administrative penalties for certain violations (violations ofT &D codes of conduct 
and marketing restrictions, violations of the "slamming" law, violations of the "cramming" law, violations of 
the "dig safe" law, and violations of the E-911 law); 

3. To increase penalties that apply to violations by gas utilities and gas pipelines of safety laws, make them 
administrative rather than civil, and add more specificity to the factors to be weighed in determining amount 
of the penalty; 

4. To amend the "slamming" law to allow the PUC to order a telephone utility acting as billing agent to 
withhold payments to a suspected slammer pending administrative penalty proceedings; 

5. To amend the "cramming" law to expand and change provisions relating to revocation of registration of a 
company that violates that law; 

6. To allow the PUC to issue cease and desist orders under the "dig safe" law to prevent damage to underground 
facilities (currently the PUC can seek a temporary restraining order in court); 

7. To repeal the current general penalty provision (civil forfeiture of up to $1,000/offense) that applies in cases 
in which a specific penalty for a violation is not otherwise specified; 

8. To create a class C crime for knowingly making a false or misleading statement in PUC proceeding; 
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9. To enact new general penalty provisions that: create administrative penalties (imposed and collected by the 
PUC) for violations of Title 35-A, PUC rules or PUC orders, in cases in which a specific penalty for a 
violation is not otherwise specified, of up to $25,000/violation/day to a maximum of $500,000 for violations 
by a public utility or competitive electricity provider and up to $1,000/violation/day to a maximum of 
$25,000 for violations by any person; and require the PUC to "take into account" various factors in 
determining the amount of a penalty (severity of violation, intent, history of prior violations, good faith 
attempts to comply after notification, other matters as justice requires); 

10. To authorize the PUC to suspend or revoke the authority of a public utility to provide service on a finding that 
the utility is unfit to provide adequate service and authorize the PUC to order a person to cease and desist 
from providing service if the person hasn't obtained necessary PUC approvals; and 

11. To require that all administrative penalties collected by the PUC be deposited in a reimbursement fund to pay 
the PUC's costs of enforcement; excess funds to go to the general fund. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-342) was the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and 
Energy. The amendment proposed to change the section of the bill that authorizes the Public Utilities 
Commission to impose administrative penalties, in cases in which no other penalty is provided, for violations of 
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A or commission rules or orders. It proposed to provide that in the case of a 
violation by a public utility or a competitive electricity provider, the violation must be willful, and to lower the 
maximum per violation amount to the lesser of $5,000 or .25% of the annual gross in-state revenue of the 
violator. It proposed to clarify that the provision allowing the commission to impose administrative penalties of a 
lower amount ($1,000/violation/day) applies to persons that are not public utilities or competitive electricity 
providers. It proposed to add an additional standard to those to be considered by the commission in setting the 
amount of administrative penalties: the reasonableness of the violator's belief that the act was not a violation. It 
proposed to add a provision providing that in addition to the administrative penalties, the commission may require 
disgorgement of profits or revenues realized as a result of the violation. 

The amendment also proposed to limit the portion of the bill that creates a Class C crime for making false or 
misleading statements in a PUC proceeding to only false statements and to remove reference to misleading 
statements. 

The amendment also proposed to add a provision authorizing the commission to condition its approval of a public 
utility to provide service on the submission of a bond to ensure the utility has the financial ability to meet its 
obligations. 

Enacted Law Summary 
. . 

Public Law2003, chapter 505 changes most ofthe penalty provisions tbatapplyto viol~tioris oflaws· 
administered by the Pub.lie Utilities Commission. 

Itrepeals a variety ofsp~cific pen~lties related toviolations of certainlawsadministeredbJthePUC; such 
violations, under theJaw, fall under new general penalties (see below). The law leaves in place current 
administrative penalties for certain violations. The law increases penalties that apply to violations by gas utilities 
and gas pipelines of safety laws, lilllk:es them administrative rather than civil, and adds more specificity to the 
factors. to be weighed in determining the amount of a penalty. The law amends the "slamming" law to allow the 
PUC .to order a telephone utility acting as billing agent to withhold payments to a suspected slammer pending 
administrative penalty proceedings .. It also amends the "cramming" law to expand and change.provisions relating 
to revocation of registration of a company that violates that law. The law allows the PUG to issue cease and · 
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desist orders under the dig safe law to prevent damage to underground facilities (currently the PUC can seek a . 
temporary restraining order in court). 

Thelawrepeals the current general penalty provision (civil forfeiture of up to $1,000/offense) that applies in 
cases in which a specific penalty for.a violation is not otherwise specified. The law creates new general penalty 
provisions. ItesUiblishes a new Class C crime for knowingly making a false statement in a PUC proceeding. It 
establishes new ;md much more substantial administrative penalties (imposed and collected by the PUC) for 
violations ofTitle35-A, PUC rules or PUC orders in .cases where no other specific penalty is provided. The PUC 
is also authorized to order disgorgement of any profit orrevenue resulting from any such violations. The law 
dir¢cts the PUC to take into account various factors in determining the amount of a penalty (e.g., severityof 
violation, intent, history of prior violations, etc.) . 

The.law authorizes the PUC to suspend orrevoke. the authority of a public utility to provide service on a finding 
that. the utility is unfit to provide adequate service, authorizes the PUC to order a person to cease and desist from 
providing servicedf person hasn't obtained necessary PUC approvals, and allows the PUC to require an applicant 
to submit a bond as a eondition for PUC approval of the applicant to provide public utility service 

- - ' . - - - ', - -

The la VI' requires thatalladministrative penalties collected by the; PU Care. deposited ina reimbursement fund to 
pay the PO C's costs of enforcement; excess funds go to the general fond. 

LD 1494 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 306: 
Information Disclosure Rule Amendment, a Major Substantive 
Rule of the Public Utilities Commission 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-294 

RESOLVE46 
EMERGENCY 

LD 1494 proposed to provide for legislative review of Chapter 306: Information Disclosure Rule Amendment, a 
major substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commission. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-294) proposed to authorize the adoption of Chapter 306: Information 
Disclosure Rule Amendment, a provisionally adopted major substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commission, 
if a provision is removed that provides that fuel cells and geothermal, solar, tidal and wind power are separately 
identified on the label only if contained in the competitive electricity provider's actual fuel mix. With this 
amendment, the rule would require separate identification of these fuel sources on the label, even if no such fuel 
sources are in the provider's actual fuel mix. 

Enaaed Law slltllmary 

Resolve 2003; chapter 46 authorizes the adoption of Chapter 306: InformationDisclosw-e Rule Amendment, a 
provisionally adopted major substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commission, if a provision isremoved that 
pr()vid\'s that .fuel cells and geothermal, solar, tidal and wind power are separately identified on the label only if 
containedin the competitive electricity provider's actual fuel mix. With this amendment, the rule will require 
separate identification of these fuel sources on the label, even if no such fuel sources are in the provider's actual 
fuel mix. · 

Resolve 2003, chapter 46 was enacted as an emergency measure effective May 23, 2003. 
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LD 1495 

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 311: Eligible 
Resonrce Portfolio Reqnirements Rule Amendment, a Major 
Substantive Rule of the Public Utilities Commission 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 
OTP 

Amendments Adopted 

RESOLVE22 
EMERGENCY 

LD 1495 proposed to approve Chapter 311: Eligible Resource Portfolio Requirements Rule Amendment, a major ~ 

substantive rule of the Public Utilities Commission. 

Enacted Lawsumm~iy 

Resolve 2003,chapter22.approves Chapter3 l l: Eligib~e ResourcePortfolioRequirementsRule Amendment,·a· .. · 
rnajorsubstan!ive rule pf the public Utilities Cornnrission. · . 

Resolve 2003, chapter 22 was enacted as !ln emergency p:leasure effectiye}.'lay 15, 2003, 

LD 1594 An Act Repealing the Charter of the Brewer Water District 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 
OTP-AM MAJ 
ONTP MIN 

Amendments Adopted 
S-176 

P&S26 

LD 1594, required by Private and Special Law 2001, chapter 66, proposed to dissolve the Brewer Water District. 
All powers, property and obligations of the Brewer Water District have been transferred to the City of Brewer 
pursuant to Private and Special Law 2001, chapter 66. Section 3 of the bill proposed to establish 3 sources of 
supply for use by the City of Brewer that were mentioned in a 1909 Brewer Water District charter that failed to 
be approved in a referendum (Private and Special Law 1909, chapter 265). 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-176), which was the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Utilities and Energy, proposed to make the following changes to the bill. 

1. It proposed to make a technical change to clarify the extent of the repeal of the law creating the Brewer Water 
District. 

2. It proposed to remove section 3 of the bill, which would have authorized the City of Brewer to take water 
from several ponds from which the former Brewer Water District did not have authority to take water. 

3. It proposed to preserve a provision from the charter of the former Brewer Water District relating to the water 
quality of Hatcase Pond. 

-

Ena~ted Law Summary 

Private and Special 2003, chapter 26, as requiredby Private and Special Law 2001, chapter 66,. dissolves the 
.Brewer Water District. All powers, property and obligations of the Brewer Water District have been transferred 
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to the City of Brewer pursuant to Private and Special Law 2001, chapter 66. The Jaw preserves a provision from 
the charterofthe former Brewer Water District relating to the water quality ofHatcase Pond: 

LD 1595 An Act To Enhance Electric Utility Consnmer Protections 

Sponsor(s) 
COLWELL 

HALL 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-426 

PUBLIC412 

LD 1595 proposed to require a transmission and distribution utility providing electricity to its customers to read 
and record on a monthly basis the reasonably accessible meters furnished to that utility's customers. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-426) proposed to replace the bill. This amendment proposed to require an 
investor-owned transmission and distribution utility to adopt and ordinarily follow as a general operating policy a 
schedule of reading customer meters on a monthly basis. Any investor-owned transmission and distribution 
utility that proposed to adopt a different policy, such as bimonthly meter reading, would be required to receive 
prior approval of the commission. 

Enacted Law Summary 
. . 

PllblicLaw 2003, chapter 412 .requires an investor-owned transmission and distribution .utiHtyto .adopt and 
ordinarily follow a.s a general operatingpolicy a schedule of reading customeor meters ona monthly basis. • /mY 
igvestor-owned transmission and distributfon utility that plans to adopt a differentpolicy, such as bimonthly 
fl1eter·reading, must receive prior approval of the.corrnni!lsion .. 

LD 1608 An Act To Amend the Charter of the Baileyville Utilities District P&S25 
EMERGENCY 

Sponsor(s) 
PERRY A 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-424 

The Baileyville Utilities District is currently empowered to operate only water and electric utilities within the 
Town of Baileyville. This bill proposed to empower the district to manage the town's sewer department, 
currently managed by an outside independent contractor. LD 1608 also proposed to allow the district to acquire 
the sewer system if the town and district determine that this arrangement would better serve the 2 entities and the 
residents. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-424) proposed to remove portions of the bill, but proposed to preserve the 
portion that would permit the Baileyville Utilities District to contract with the Town of Baileyville for the 
management, oversight and billing related to the town's sewer department. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Private and Special Law 2003, chapter 28 permits the Baileyville Utilities Districtfo coritractwith the Towri of 
Baileyville for the management, oversight an.d billirigre1ated to the town's sewer department. 

Privateand Special Law 2003, chapter 28 was enacted as an emergency measure effective June 3, 2003. 
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LD 1620 

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

An Act to Amend the Charter of the New Portland Water District 

Sponsor(s) 
MCGLOCKLIN 

HATCH PH 

Committee Report 
OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 
H-530 

LD 1620 proposed to amend the territorial limits of the New Portland Water District. 

P&S28 
EMERGENCY 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-530) proposed to make clarifying changes to the description of the expanded 
territory of the New Portland Water district and add a referendum clause to the bill. 

Enacte:dLawSummaiy . . 
-- ~--

l'riv:ate andSpecialLaw 2003; chapter 28 expands theterritoria!Jirnits of the New Portla11d Water District,.• 
subjectto local referendum approval: 

·. ... . . . . . 

Pri~ate and Specfa1Law2003,chapter28was enacted as an e1llerge11c.Y1lleasure effective June 5, 2003. 
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