The Maine Judicial Branch
2022

MISSION

To administer justice by providing a safe, accessible,
efficient and impartial system of dispute resolution
that serves the public interest, protects individual
rights, and instills respect for the law.



Federal Courts

Tribal Courts

Probate

State Courts

Courts
3 judges appointed for life Passamaquoddy | 16 part-time 56 trial judges & 7
by the president, confirmed | & elected county appellate justices.

by U.S. Senate

2 magistrates appointed to
8-year terms by the district
judges

2 bankruptcy judges
appointed to 14-year terms
by the 1st Circuit Court of
Appeals

Jury trials

Civil and criminal cases

No family law

Penobscot Courts

Judges chosen
by the tribes

Courts authorized
by federal law

Jurisdiction
similar to Maine
District Court

judges
County courts
No jury trials

Trusts, estates,
adoptions, name
changes, &
guardianships

SJC prescribes
rules for Probate
Courts 4 MRS 88

Appointed to 7-year
terms (nominated by the
Governor, approved by
the Judiciary Committee,
confirmed by the Senate)

8 family law magistrates
appointed

by the Chief Judge of the
District Court with
approval of Chief Justice

Jury trials

Juvenile matters
Family law

Criminal

Civil

Traffic & civil violations
SINEURSETIES



History

1820 Supreme Judicial
Court established

1930 Superior Courts
established statewide

1965 District Court
replaced 50 municipal
courts

1976 unification of state
courts (except Probate

Courts)

Prentiss Mellen
Chief Justice 1820-1834



At a Glance

. Population served - 1,372,247

. Geographic Area - 35,387 sg.mi.

. 34 courthouses (down from 42 in 2002)

_ 56 trial judges
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. FMI: http://www.courts.maine.gov



State Court Structure:

2 Trial Courts & 1. Appellate

_ District Court
. Superior Court
. Supreme Judicial Court
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To I

Court Locations &

Regions

8 judicial regions

Counties grouped together by
color are part of a single region
where resources and
scheduling are coordinated

34 courthousesd 10 are state-
owned; 10 county-owned; 4
county-state joint ownership;10
leased; 90 courtrooms

Number of courthouses has
been reduced through
consolidation and new facilities

District Court
Biddeford @
M Alfred

Superior Court

District and Superior
[ in the same aty/town.

District and Superior Court
occupy the same building.



District Court

Total Civil 1283%s FY
. PFA (Abuse) i 5,452

. PFH (Harassment) i 2,581

~Juvenilei 962

- Small Claims 1 2,405

.~ FEDs (Evictions) 1T 4,090

~ Mental Health Commitments 1 1,040



District Court continued

- Contracti1 2,486

. Money judgments i 778

~ Divorce w/ children i 1,892

. Divorce w/o children 1 2,420

. Paternity/Parental rights 17 1,482
. Family post judgment i 3,775

. Child protective 1 1,075



District Court Criminal &
Juvenile

- 962 juvenile cases

40,535 UCD cases, shared
jurisdiction with Superior Court
for adult criminal



Court Alternative Dispute
Resolution Services FY 22

. All disputed family matters, other than
protection from abuse and protective custody,

referred to mediation i 3,602 mediation
Sessions

- Small claims 1 542 cases mediated
. FEDs (Evictions) T 664 cases mediated
. Foreclosure i 430 cases mediated



Superior Court Filings
FY 2022

A 40,535 UCD i Joint jurisdiction with
District Court

A 2,157 Civil

A 69 Business & Consumer Docket



Superior Court

17 locations T one per county except for
Aroostook which has two: Caribou & Houlton

. The Superior Court hears criminal and civil
cases, except family matters, juvenile, small
claims, and civil violations

_ The Superior Court also hears appeals from
state agencies and local government
decisions

_ Civil jury trials only take place in Superior Ct



Jurors

. Absolutely critical to the functioning of
criminal & civil justice

. Constitutionally mandated for criminal and

civil trials
Drawn from driverso |1 c
nolders, people who have asked to be added

Paid $15/day; $0.45/mile

. Judges are flexible in responding to juror
scheduling challenges




Supreme Judicial Court - 480
appeals filed in FY 2022

The Supreme Judicial Court is the governing
body of the Judicial Branch and, sitting as the
Law Court, is the court of final appeal.



