SP0225, LD 663, item 1, 128th Maine State Legislature
An Act To Allow Attorneys Employed by the State To Perform Volunteer Legal Services

PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

An Act To Allow Attorneys Employed by the
State To Perform Volunteer Legal Services

Beit enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 4MRSA c. 17, sub-c. 1-A isenacted to read:

SUBCHAPTER 1-A
VOLUNTEER LEGAL SERVICES

§ 821. State employees

Except as provided in section 183, subsection 1, paragraph B and Title 5, section 191, subsection
2, an attorney employed by the State may provide volunteer legal services as long as the provision of
the volunteer legal services does not create a conflict of interest with the duties of the attorney as a state

employee.

SUMMARY

Thishbill makesclear that an attorney who isemployed by the Stateto provide volunteer legal services
aslong asthe volunteer legal services do not create a conflict of interest with the attorney's work for the
State. A conflict of interest existsif thereisasubstantial risk that the attorney's representation of the State
as aclient would be materially and adversely affected by the attorney's duties pursuant to the provision
of the volunteer legal services. Current law prohibits the Attorney General and family law magistrates
from engaging in the private practice of law, and this bill retains those prohibitions.
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