Department of Health and Human Services
Commissioner’s Office

221 State Street

# 11 State House Station

Augusta, Maine 04333-0011

Tel: (207) 287-3707

Fax (207) 287-3005; TTY: 1-800-606-0215

Paul £. lePage, Governo

ary C.

January 18, 2012

To; Sehator Richard Rosen, Senate Chair
Representative Patrick Flood, House Chair,
Members of the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Senator Earle McCormick, Chair
Representative Meredith Strang-Burgess, Chair
Members of the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services

From: Mary C. Mayhew, Commissioner, Department of Health and Human Services
Re: DHHS responses deferred from the packet presented on January 3, 2012.

1. With regard to the Fund for a Healthy Maine accounts please provide the following
; information:

A.  Which FHM programs will be eliminated and which will be preserved? Please
address the FHM programs that are under the budget of DHHS and those that are
under the budgets of other agencies.

B. The FHM-Bureau of Health 0953 account, with its 5 subaccounts, totals over $18
million per year. The proposed cut is $10.7 million in FY13. Which portions of the
FHM-Bureau of Health 0953 account will be preserved and what services or activities
will be provided? :

Response for 1A and 1B: Attachment A is a spreadsheet that compares FHM
funding for FY 12 and FY 13, current v. supplemental #1 proposals. A handful of
aliocations for other agencies that receive allocations from the FHM (Attorney

General, FAME, Education, Dirigo Heaith) are not included as they are not impacted
by these proposals.

2.  Please provide a breakdown by MaineCare category of the number of patients with
Cancer, Heart Disease, Stroke, Diabetes and other major life threatening conditions that
will lose coverage as a result of this proposal.

Response: See Attachment B.

3. Podiatric services are already very limited and currently cover about 12,000 people who,
without this care would be at risk of losing a limb or significant function. If this service is

eliminated where would people receive this needed care and what would be the additional
cost? Have you budgeted for that cost?

Response: Physicians can also perform the procedures that a podiatrist does. These
services are within their scope of licensure.We cannot determine if there will be additional
costs due to higher physical utilization for podiatry services. This is a valuable service,
however, due to current budget challenges the Department cannot afford to fund these
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optional services.

4.  Dental coverage for adults is limited already to emergencies like elimination of pain or the
prevention of imminent tooth loss. Last year about 15,000 adult got this emergency dental
service. Have you offset from the savings from this initiative any cost for adults who will
now get this service from the hospital ED? If so, what is that amount? What would the
cost be if 90% of these individuals got this care at the ED?

Response: We cannot determine if there will be additional costs due to higher ED
utilization. This is a valuable service, however, due to current budget challenges the
Department cannot afford to fund these optional services.

5. MaineCare vision services are very limited for adults now and are only provided for
medically necessary care. Only one pair of glasses is provided in a lifetime for those with
very poor vision. This cut does not eliminate reimbursement for physicians for providing
these services as this is federally mandated. Have you calculated the increased cost from
these individuals receiving this service through their physician instead of other eye care
providers?

Response: We cannot determine if there will be additional costs due to higher physician
utilization for vision services. This is a valuable service, however, due to current budget
challenges the Department cannot afford to fund these optional services.

8.  Rep. Webster: What kind of investments does the state have in child abuse prevention,
interventions needed because of domestic violence?

Response: For the past 5+ years we have joined with the Maine Coalition to End
Domestic Violence to implement a Dept. of Justice Rural DV/CPS grant that provides
domestic violence liaisons in each of our District offices. These liaisons consult and
coordinate with our caseworkers and supervisors and actually work together with some
families, while others are referred to the domestic violence projects in the areas where
they live. The state’s investment in this partnership is largely “in kind” and as a full active
participant, although we do use some Title IV-B funds to provide for the Portland and
Bangor office liaisons, after the Dept. of Justice ruled those areas as “not rural”,

OCFS also administers a combination of Federal grant dollars and state funds to support
the general activities of the domestic violence projects and an unknown percentage of
those activities deal directly with child abuse issues in the families they’re working with.

7. Rep Rotundo: |s there data documenting a relationship between dental disease/dental
complication and lost productivity at work?

Response: To research Representative Rotundo’s request, the Department spoke with
officials at the Children’s Oral Health Program, the CDC, the Department of Labor, and the
Maine Dental Association.

° National CDC has the following data available:
1. Expenditures for dental services in the United States in 2003 were $74.3 billion,

4.4 percent of the total spent on health care that year [Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services 2004].
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2. Alarge proportion of dental care is paid out-of-pocket by patients. Nationally in
2003, 44 percent of dental care was paid out-of-pocket, 49 percent was paid by
private dental insurance, and 7 percent was paid by federal or state
government sources. In comparison, 10 percent of physician and clinical
services were paid out-of pocket, 50 percent were covered by private medical
insurance, and 33 percent were paid by government sources [Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2005].

U Representatives from the maine Dental Association found the following information
based on a Surgeon General's report from 2000:

1. Employed adults lose more than 164 million hours of work each year due to
dental disease or dental visits.

- 2. Forevery adult 19 years or older without medical insurance, there are three
without dental insurance.

3. Alittle less than two thirds of adults report having visited a dentist in the past
12 months. Those with incomes at or above the poverty level are twice as likely
to report a dental visit in the past 12 months as those who are below the
poverty level.

Cc: Governor Paul R, LePage
Dan Billings, Chief Counsel, Governor's Office
Kathleen Newman, Deputy Chief of Staff, Governor's Office
Katrin Teel, Senior Health Policy Advisor, Governor's Office
Peter Rogers, Director of Communications, Governor's Office
Sawin Millett, Commissioner, Department of Administrative and Financial Services (DAFS)
Dawna Lopatosky, State Budget Officer, DAFS
Shirrin Blaisdell, Deputy State Budget Officer, DAFS
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