Appendix A
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Governor’s Office of Policy and Management
181 State IHouse Station
Augusta, Maine 04333

: : PM:
Paul R. LePage Richard Rosen
Governor Director
PARTF

Sec. F-1. Governmental structure and operations review. The Director of the Governor's
Office of Policy and Management shall use the powers established under the Maine Revised Statutes,
Title 5, section 3104 to analyze the structures and functions of government and identify potential
savings in the fiscal year 2013-14 and fiscal year 2014-15 biennial budget. The savings identified
must provide a minimum of $11,250,000 in General Fund savings in fiscal year 2013-14 that do not
require legislative approval but can be achieved administratively and by financial order upon the
recommendation of the State Budget Officer and the approval of the Governor. The director shall
also make recommendations for an additional $22,500,000 of savings in fiscal year 2014-15 to be
achieved either by administrative actions or program eliminations subject to approval of the
Legislature,

Sec, F-2. Review of positions, The Department of Administrative and Financial Services,
Bureau of the Budget and the Executive Department, Governor's Office of Policy and Management
shall undertake a review of vacant and filled positions within executive branch departments and
agencies regardless of funding source. The review must identify up to 100 positions for possible
elimination.

Sec. F-3. Report. The Director of the Governor's Office of Policy and Management shall
submit a report of the director's findings and recommendations under this Part to the Joint Standing
Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs by September 30, 2013. The report must include
the findings and recommendations pursuant to section !; recommendations for the positions to be
eliminated pursuant to section 2; a list of vacant positions and the number of days each position has
been vacant as of a date to be selected by the Director of the Governor’s Office of Policy and
Management but no earlier than one week prior to the date of the report; and any necessary
implementing legislation. The report must also be delivered to the Joint Standing Committee on
Transportation if the report includes any positions that ave partially or wholly funded by the Highway
Fund or by internal service funds, enterprise funds or Other Special Revenue Funds accounts of the
Department of Transportation, the Department of Public Safety or the Department of the Secretary of
State. The Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs is authorized to submit
legislation related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 126th Legislature.

Sec. F-4. Implementation; achievement of savings. If, after receipt and review of the
recommendations presented by the Director of the Governor’s Office of Policy and Management
pursuant to section 3, the Legislature fails to enact legislation in the Second Regular Session of the
126th Legislature that achieves $22,500,000 in savings, the Commissioner of Administrative and
Financial Services shall make recommendations to the Governor regarding the achievement of the
balance of these savings through the use of the temporary curtailment of allotments power specified
in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 1668, and the Governor is authorized to achieve the
balance of those savings using that power. The State Budget Officer shall determine amounts under
section 5 to be distributed by financial order upon approval of the Governor.



Appendix B

List of Vacant Positions as of September 23, 2013
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Appendix C

Part F Savings Targets




Part F

Targets

2015

Target

_'I'B'._;ard of Education
Educati

E

Unwersuy System

Er'\'virc')'nmental Protection

0;
$741,154.00

$1,304,123.00

$150,803,423.00
)0}
$159,433,00

0
$6,475,471.00

$3,897,833.00
$286,253.00
$775,238,592.00
$24,022,772.00
$51,517,152

$26,751,588.00

$191,771,773.00

$1,566,065.94

$1,231,506.08
$1,301.98
$52,880.64

$31,830.88

$2,337.63

$6,330,831.38

$196,177.18

$402,877.49

$209,204.35

$77,034.52

$779,245,213.00

$1,326,950.00

$160,502.00

$6,577,370.00

$4,033,872.00

$290,984.00

$24,293,705,00

$52,809,216.00
$28,978,786.00

$9,530,439.00
$160,902.00

339,368,250.00}

$192,271,773.00]

$746,928

$8,282,366.7
M 63.13

$258,210.60
54,28
$544,548.92
0,942,62
$299,037.92
51

4

Ee

$101,296,

E]

,805,

41,38

$42 ,87 4-_8 3
A6
$3,092.78
3¢

$1,710.18
06|

$20,072.58
$2,043,599.78

.94
86|

9

22




Appendix D

Exclusions from General Fund Target Baseline



Part F General Fund Exemptions

Department

e

Area Exempted

FY14 GF
Appropriation

FY15 GF
Appropriation

$10,628]

527

$12,202,857

$12,202,857

744

Department of Education

Educ Unorg Territo

Department of Education Teacher Retirement $142,075,042 $147,047,668
Department of Education General Purpose Aid For Local Schools $1,826,035 $1,870,524
Department of Education General Purpose Aid For Local Schools $945,582,142 $0
Dep:{rtment of Education Health Insurance - Retired Teachers' $24,000,000 $26,000,000
Department of Education Retired Teachers Group Life Insurance $3,440,000 $3,660,600
Department of Education Educ Unorg Territory $2,773,876 $2,814,332

$9,225,078 $9,225,078

I gal

Maine State j;dlciary

juchcial

- Debt Setvice

M: b $495
Department of Health and Human Services Disproportionate Share - Riverview $8,162,581 $8,330,087
Department of Health and Human Services Disproportionate Share - Riverview $3,166,053 $3,161,657
Department of Health and Human Services Disproportionate Share - Ddpc $5,488 439 $5,606,191
Department of Health and Human Services Disproportionate Shate - Ddpc $605,212 $604,442

$13 52

1.

$8.865,554]
i

$10,639,349

[T

Maine Retirement System Retirement Allowance Fund $469,080 $516,842

Maine Retirement System Retirement System - Subsidized Military Service §282.404 £0
Credit

Mai reasury 9,839,542|  $76,555,988

Univerysity of Maine Sys $3,267,950 $3,267,950

fowl =~ 1,300,295,706. ~ $358,881,212




Appendix E

Sample Savings Target Letters




Maine Office of Policy and Management
State House Station #181
Augusta, Maine 04333

Director
Richard Rosen

July 23,2013

Commissioner Sawin Millett

Department of Administrative and Financial Services
78 State House Station

Augusta, Maine 04333

RE: FY 14/15 Budget Reduction Targets
Dear Commissioner Millett:

As you know, my office has been tasked to achieve $33.75 million in General Fund savings in
order to balance the biennial budget recently passed by the Maine Legislature. We will report
our progress to the Legislature on September 30, 2013. 1 look forward to working with you to
analyze the structures and functions of your Department to achieve this level of savings in these
difficult economic times. One-third of this amount must be achieved in FY 14 without new
legislation, through administrative means. The remainder of the savings may be achieved in FY
14 or 15 and may require legislative action to implement.

Several Commissioners told me that it would be helpful fo them for me to provide prorated
savings targets as soon as possible. The minimum prorated savings targets for your Department
(including a cushion) are:

o §558,641 in FY 14, achi¢vable without new legisiation.
$746,929 in FY 135, achievable administratively or through legislative action.

Please use the attached form to send your savings ideas to me. In light of our fast-approaching
reporting date, | would appreciate hearing from you no later than August 5, 2013,

As the Governor noted to me in our discussions about this task, it presents us with excellent
opportunities to implement long-overdue policy changes and “good government” measures. 1
am eager to work with you on these initiatives to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of
Maine’s government.

Thank you very much for your help!

TRl

Richard Rosen
OPM Director

Telephone (207) 287-2872 e-mail Richard.Rosen{@Maine.gov Cell (207) 592-35604




Maine Office of Policy and Management
State House Station #1381
Augusta, Maine 04333

Director
Richard Rosen

July 23,2013

Chief Justice Leigh 1. Saufley
171 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333

RE: FY 14/15 Budget Reduction Targets
Dear Chief Justice Saufley:

As you know, my office has been tasked to achieve $33.75 million in General Fund savings in
order to balance the biennial budget recently passed by the Maine Legislature. We will report
our progress to the Legislature on September 30, 2013. I would welcome the participation of the
Judiciary to help achieve this level of savings in these difficult economic times. One-third of this
amount must be achieved in FY 14 without new legislation, through administrative means. The
remainder of the savings may be achieved in FY 14 or 15 and may require legislative action to
implement.

I thought it might be helpful to you for me to provide prorated savings targets as soon as
possible. A prorated savings target for your budget (including a cushion) would be:

s  $403,040 in FY 14, achievable without new legislation,
s  $545,049 in FY 15, achievable administratively or through legislative action.

If you are able to assist in this effort, you may use the attached form to send your savings ideas
to me. In light of our fast-approaching reporting date, [ would appreciate hearing from you no
later than August 5, 2013.

As the Governor noted to me in our discussions about this task, it presents us with excellent
opportunitics to impiement long-overdue policy changes and “good government” measures. I
am eager to work with you on these initiatives to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of
Maine’s government.

Thank you very much for your help!

TRl

Richard Rosen
OPM Director

Telephone (207) 287-2872  e-mail Richard Rosen@Maine.gov  Cell (207) 592-3564




Maine Office of Policy and Management
State House Station #181
Augusta, Maine 04333

Director
Richard Rosen

Tuly 23, 2013

Speaker Mark W. Eves
Maine Legislative Council
2 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333

RE: FY 14/15 Budget Reduction Targets

Dear Speaker Eves:

As you know, my office has been tasked to achieve $33.75 million in General Fund savings in
order to balance the biennial budget recently passed by the Maine Legisiature. We will report
our progress to the Legislature on September 30, 2013. I would welcome the participation of the
Legislature to help achieve this level of savings in these difficult economic times. One-third of
this amount must be achieved in FY 14 without new legislation, through administrative means.
The remainder of the savings may be achieved in FY 14 or 15 and may require legislative action
to implement.

I thought it might be helpful to you for me to provide prorated savings targets as soon as
possible. A prorated savings target for your budget (including a cushion) would be:

o $209,289 in FY 14, achievable without new legislation.
e $299,093 in FY 15, achievable administratively or through legisiative action.

If you are able to assist in this effort, you may use the attached form to send your savings ideas
to me. In light of our fast-approaching reporting date, 1 would appreciate hearing from you no
later than August 5, 2013.

As the Governor noted to me in our discussions about this task, it presents us with excellent
opportunities to implement long-overdue policy changes and “good government” measures. |
am eager to work with you on these initiatives to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of
Maine’s government.

Thank you very much for your help!

TRl

Richard Rosen
OPM Director

Telephone (207) 287-2872  e-mail Richard. Rosen@Maine.gov  Cell (207) 592-3564




Appendix F

Savings — Executive Office of the Governor



FY14 - Executive Office of the Governor (EXE)

The Executive Office of the Governor exists to provide support services for the Governor
to carry out the responsibilities of the Chief Executive. This support includes: communications,
policy development, legislative relations, managing national and regional Governors’
associations, executive appointments, and case work.

The Executive Office of the Governor encompasses the following offices or departments:
the Blaine House, Administration, the Governor’s Energy Office, the Office of Communication,
the Office of Policy and Management, the Ombudsman Program, and the Public Advocate.

In FY14, the Executive budget is $3,897,833. Based on this budget, OPM provided the
Governor with a savings target of $31,830.88 for FY14. The Governor’s Office decided to
combine their FY 14 target with their FY 15 target of $42,874.83 and achieve the savings through
a portion of their unencumbered balance brought forward. This brought their total savings for
FY 14 up to $74,706. Participation in this Part F savings initiative by the Legislature and the
Governor’s Office will be an important demonstration of solidarity with the other agencies of

government that have met their savings targets.

_Department FY14 GF Budget FY14 Target FYI14 Actual Savings New GF FY14 Budget




FY1S - Executive Office of the Governor (EXE)

The Executive Office of the Governor exists to provide support services for the Governor
to carry out the responsibilities of the Chief Executive. This support includes: communications,
policy development, legislative relations, managing national and regional Governors’
associations, executive appointments, and case work.

The Executive Office of the Governor encompasses the following offices or departments:
the Blaine House, Administration, the Governor’s Energy Office, the Office of Communication,
the Office of Policy and Management, the Ombudsman Program, and the Public Advocate.

In FY135, the Executive budget is $4,033,872. Based on this budget, OPM provided the
Governor with a savings target of $42,874.83 for FY15. The Governor’s Office decided to
combine their FY 14 target of $31,830.88 with their FY 15 target and achieve the savings through
a portion of their unencumbered balance brought forward. This brought their total savings for
FY14 up to $74,706.

In addition, the Executive Office of the Governor proposes to transfer an unencumbered
balance in FY15 from the Smart Growth Initiative in the former State Planning Office (SPO).
The SPO no longer exists, and this account was not required by any department that absorbed the
components of SPO when it was disbanded. The last appropriation to this program account was
made in Fiscal Year 2001, and the last fiscal year in which an allotment was requested from this

account was 2006. The transfer to the General Fund will produce a savings of $14,900 in FY'15.



These additional savings, coupled with the FY15 savings the Governor’s Office produced

in FY14, exceeded the Office’s FY15 target.

Department FY15 GF Budget FY15 Target FY1S5 Actual Savings New GF FY15 Budget




Appendix G

Spreadsheet of Part F Savings
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Appendix H

Implementing Legislation for Savings




Department of Education
Language related to Part F Reduction template

The following proposed Ianguage assumes that the reductions are on-going. If the reductions
are one-time, then alternative language would need to be drafted.

Adult Education — unallocated language — Initiative #1

Sec. . PL 2013, c. 368, Pt. CCCCC, §3 is repealed.

General Purpose Aid for Local School — system administration reduction adjustment —
Initiative #2

Sec. . 20-A MRSA §15689, sub-§14, is enacted (o read:

13. System administration reduction adjustment. The system administration reduction
adjustment for each school administrative unit shail be an amount equal the per-pupil amount
establish by the commissioner necessary to achieve the required reduction in system administration
costs multiplied by each school administrative unit’s most recent calendar year average subsidizable
student count,

MEPRI Contract Repealed — Initiative #3

See. . 20-A MRSA §10, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1995, ¢. 395, Pt. ], §1 is amended to
read:

1. Legislature to contract with university. The Legislature, through the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters, shall contract with the
University of Maine System to establish and maintain the institute. Personnel coordinating the work
of the institute must be appointed by the University of Maine System in consultation with the
Iegislature and those personnei shall consult with and act on behalf of the Legislature, performing
such data collection, analysis and research as the Legisiature may require. This subsection is repealed
effective for the 2014-15 funding year and succeeding vears,

Sec. . 20-A MRSA §15689-A, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §61 and
affected by PL 2005, ¢, 12, Pt. W, §18 is amended to read:

6. Education research contract. The commissioner may contract for the compilation and
analysis of education data with a statewide education research institute. This subsection is repealed
effective for the 2014-15 funding year and succeeding years.




EPS Contract Repealed — Initiative #4

Sec. . 20-A MRSA §15686-A, as enacted by PL 2005, ¢. 519, Pt. AAAA, §12, is amended
to read:

1. Components to be reviewed beginning in fiscal year 2006-07. Beginning in fiscal year
2006-07, and at least every 3 years thereafter, the commissioner, using information provided by a
statewide education policy research institute, shall review the essential programs and services
student-to-staff ratios, salary and benefits matrices, transportation, small schools adjustments, labor
markets and gified and talented components under this chapter and shall submit to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters any recommended changes

for legislative action.

2. Components to be reviewed beginning in fiscal year 2007-08. Beginning in fiscal year
2007-08, and at least every 3 years thereafter, the commissioner, using information provided by a
statewide education policy research institute, shall review the essential programs and services career
and technical education, special education, specialized student populations, system administration
and operations and maintenance components under this chapter and shall submit to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters any recommended changes
for legislative action,

3. Components to be reviewed beginning in fiscal year 2008-09. Beginning in fiscal year
2008-09, and at least every 3 years thereafter, the commissioner, using information provided by a
statewide education policy research institute, shall review the essential programs and services
professional development, student assessment, technology, leadership support, cocurricular and
extra-curricular activities and supplies and equipment components under this chapter and shall submit
to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters any
recommended changes for legislative action.

This section is repealed effective for the 2014-15 funding year and succeeding vears.

Sec. . 20-A MRSA §15689-A, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §61 and
affected by PL 2005 c. 12, Pt. W, §18 is amended to read:

3. Essential programs and services components contract. The commissioner may contract
for the updating of the essential programs and services component with a statewide education
research institute. This subsection is repealed effective for the 2014-15 funding year and succeeding

years,




FY15 Executive Office of the Governor

Draft Language

Sec. 2-1. Executive Department; kapsed balances. Notwithstanding any provisions of law, the
State Controller shall lapse $14,990 of unencumbered balance forward from Executive
Department, Planning Office — Smart Growth [nitiative, General Fund account, All Other line
category lapses to the General Fund no later than June 30, 2014.




Proposed Changes to General Assistance

22 §4301. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter, unless the context indicates otherwise, the following terms have the following
meanings.

1. Basic necessities. "Basic necessities” means food, clothing, shelter, fuel, eleciricity, nonelective
medical services as recommended by a physician, nonprescription drugs, telephone where it is necessary for
medical reasons, burial or cremation expenses and any other commodity or service determined essential by
the overseer in accordance with the municipality’s ordinance and this chapter. "Basic-necessities" do-not-

includesecuritedeposits-for-rental property, except-lor emergency-purposes. For the purposes-ofthis-

subsection,emergeney purposesmeans-any-situation-in-vhich-no-other-permanent-lodsing is-available-
wless-a-seenrity-depositis paid:

+-A—Pirect-costss—"Direct-costs' means-the-tolal-value-of general-assistance-benefits-paid-out-by-a-
municipalibthatis-in-compliance with this chapter and the- municipality's-general-assistance ordinance:

2. Dwelling-unit—"Dwellingunit-means-a-building orpart-thereefused-forseparate-living-quarters-for-
one-ormere-persons-lving-as-a-single-housekeepingunit

3. Eligible person. "Eligible person" means a person who is qualified to receive general assistance from
a municipality according to standards of eligibility determined by the municipal officers whether or not that
person has applied for general assistance.

4Emergenev—Emergeney-means-any-Hfe-threateningsituation-orasituation-bevond the-controlof
the-individualwhich i notalleviated-immediately-could-reasonably be-expected-to-pose a-threat-to-the health

orsatetyof aperson:

5. General assistance program. "General assistance program" means a service administered by a
municipality for the immediate aid of persons who are unable to provide the basic necessities essential to

maintain themselves or their families. A-general-assistance program provides-a specific amountand type-of
aid-for-defined needs-during atimited-period-oftime-and-is notintended-to be-a-continuine "grant-in-aid" or
“eategoricalwelare progranyThis-definitien-shalbnotinamyway-lessen the responsibilite of each-
mrunieipalit-to-provide general-assisianee-to-a-person-each-time that the-persen-has-need-and-is-found-to-be-
otherwise eligible to receive general-assistanee:

according-to-the-maximum-levels-ofassistance-established-in-the-munieipal-ordinanee—The-income-of
household-members-not-legally-lable-forsupperting-the-household-is-consideredavailable-to-the-applicant-
onty-whenthere-is-a-poeling-efinecome:

F-heome—"ncome means-any-form-ofineome-in-cash-or-in-kind-received-by-the-household-Hincluding-
net-remuneration-for services performed; eash-reeeived on-cither secured or unsecured credit, any payiments-
received-as-an-annuibyretirement-or-disabilib-benefits,veterans pensionsworkers  compensation;-
vremployment-benetits; benefits-under-any-state-or-federal- eategorieal-assistanee-programy,-supplemental-
security-income; social security and-any-other-payments-from-governmental-sourees; unless specifically-
prohibited-by any law or regulation, court-ordered-support payiments, inconic trom pension or trust funds and-
househeld-income-from any other souree;-ineluding relatives or unrelated household members.

The-following items-are-not-available-within-the-meaning-ef-this-subsection-and-subsection-10:

A-Real-erpersonal-ineome-producing property, tools of trade, governmental entitlement-specifically-
meated-as-exemptassets-by-state or federal law: -




B-Actual work-related expenses; whether-itersized or by standard-deductions such-astaxesretirernent
fund-contributions; wtion-dues-transportation-coststoand-from-work special-equipment costsand child-

eare-expenses;-or—
G%m%émm%bawllwg&eﬂ%%mm%méeﬂmm

deéammeéby&wém&wemmn%%%ﬁmmmmn%%ﬁ%&weﬁﬁm%%mem
ameounts-for-all-ofthe-household's-basie necessities-or150% ot the-applicable federal poverbrguidelines—That
dividend represents-the-period-of prosation-determined-by-the-administrator-to-commence-onthe-dateof
receipt-of the lump-sum-payment—The prorated suunfor-each-month-must-be-considered-available-to-the-
heusehold-for-12-menths-from-the-date-of appleation-or-during the-peried-of prorationwhicheveris-less:

S—Just-eause.—Justcausemeans-a-valid-verifiable reasonthat hinders an-individuabin-complying with-
ane-or-more-conditions-ef-ehigibility:

8-A Lunp - sum-payviment—bump-stin-payment - means-a-one-time or fypicatly nonrecurring supr-of
money-issued to-an-applicant-orrecipient—bump-sum-payment-includesbutis net- imited -t refroactive-or
settlement portions-of sociaksecurity-benefits, worlkers-compensation pavinentsunemployment benefits
disability income; veterans-benefits-severance pay-benefits-or-meneyreceived from-inheritances lotter-
winnings, personal-dnjury-awardsrproperty-damase-claims-or-divoree-settlements—A-lump-sum-payment-
includes-onb-theameunt-ef- meney-available to-the applicantafterpaymentefrequived-deductions-has-been-
made from-the-grosslump-sum-payment—A-lump-sum-payment-dees-net-include-cenversion-ofa-nenliquid-
resource-to-a-Hauid-resouree-if-the Hauidresource-has-been-used-or-is-intended-fo-be-used-te-replace-the-
converted-resouree-or-for-other hecessary expenses:

8-B. Municipality. “Municipality” has the same meaning as set forth in Title 1, Section 72(13), except
that it also includes those Indian nations, tribes and bands of Indians in the Staie who have the power to enact
ordinances pursuant to Title 30, Chapier 601

9. Municipality-of responsibility—"Muniei
h&blefekth&myge%e}mble—peﬁeﬁ%&%mempphem

JO-Need—Need"means-the conditienwhereby-a porson's income,-moneys-property, credit, assets or-
other resources-available-to-provide basic necessities-for-the-individual-and-the-individual's family-are-less-
than-the-maximun-levels-of assistance-established-by the- munieipality-

H-Netgeneralassistance-costs—"Net general-assistance-costs™means-those-direst-cosis-ineurred-by-a-
municipalib—in-providingassistance-to-eligible persons-aceording-to-standards-established-by-the-municipal-
officers-and does-notinclude-the-administrative-expenses-of-the general-assistance program.

12. Overseer. "Overseer” means an official designated by a municipality to administer a general

2




assistance program. The municipal officers shall serve as a board of overseers if no other persons are
appointed or elected.

R-A-Poslingofincome—"Pooling of-incomemeans-the-finaneial relationship-among heusehold-
members-who-are-not lesally lable-for-mutual-suppest-in-which-there-oceurs-any-cominglngef-funds-or-
sharing-ef-income-or-expenses—Municipalities-may-by-ordinance-establish-as-a-rebuttable-presumption-that-
persons-sharing-the-same-dwelinc unitare poolinetheir-income—Applicants-who-are-requestingthat-the-
determinntion-ofeligibilin becaleulated-as-though-one-or-more-household members-ave not-poeling their-
income-have the burden-of rebutting the-preswmption-of pooling-income:

B Real-estate—Real-estate” meuns-any fand; buildings; homes-mobile-homes-and-any-other things-
affixed-to-that-land:

22 §4301-A LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

The Legislature finds that it is in the best interests of residents of this State that ceneral assistance
be reasonably available to any person who is need of such assistance and that, to that end,
municipalities should endeavor to provide such assistance in a cooperative manner so tha¢ assistance is
provided in 2 cost-effective and efficient manner,

22 §4302. DELEGATION OF DUTIES; OATH; BOND

Overseers may authorize some persen whom they shall designate to perform such of the duties imposed

- upon them by this chapter as they may determine. The overseers may designate more than one person to
perform those duties. Before entering vpon the performance of those duties, the person or persons so
designated shall be sworn and shall give bond to the town for the faithful performance of those duties, in such
sum and with such sureties as the overseers order.

22 §4303. PROSECUTION AND DEFENSE OF TOWNS

For all purposes provided for in this chapter, the overseers or any person appointed by them in writing
may prosecuie and defend a townmunicipality. |

22 §4304. GENERAL ASSISTANCE OFFICES

1. Local office. There must be in each municipality a general assistance office or designated place
where any person may apply for general assistance at regular, reasonable times designated by the municipal
officers. Notice-must-be posted-of these-imes-the-name-ef the-everseer-avalable-to-take-applications-in-an-
emergeney-atall-other times;the fact that-the-municipalib-must-issue-a-written-deeision-en-ali-applications-
within24-hours-and-the department'stol-free-telephone-numberfor reporting-alleged-vielations-in-aceordance
with-seeton432 L

2. District office. In situations where in the judgment of a municipality the number of applicants does
not justify the establishment of a local office or designated place, or where for other reasons a [ocal office or
designated place is not necessary, 2 or more municipalities, by a vote of their respective legislative bodies,
may establish a district office for the administration of general assistance and make agreements as to the
payment of expenses and any other matters relevant to the operation of the office.

Aaw-districtotfice-established-pursuant to this subscction shall be located so-as to be accessibic by a toll-free
telephone-calk-from-any part-of everyrmunicipality it is designated to serve.

’ |



Every district-generat-assistance-officer shall- be-available for-the taking ofapplications-at-east-35-hours-each-
week-and-shallmake provision for designated-personneHo-be-available-to-take applications-in-an-emergeney
24 hours-a-daw

3-Emergencies—In-amy-case-when-an-applicant-is-unabler-due-te-tilnessr-disabilitylackof
wanspertation-laclkof child care-or-ethergood cause,-to-apply-in-persen-for-assistance-orunable-to-appointa-
duly-autherized-representative-the-overseershall-acceptan-applieation-by-telephone-subject-to-verification-by-
mail-and-a-visit to the-applicant's-home-with-the consent-of the-applicant—Munieipalities-may-arrange-with-
emergency-sheltersfor the homeless-to-presume-eligible-for munieipalassistance-personsto-whemr-the-
emergency-shelter providesshelterservices:

22 §4305. MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE REQUIRED

1. Program required; ordinance. A general assistance program shall be operated by each municipality
and shall be administered in accordance with an ordinance enacted, afler notice and hearing, by the municipal
officers of each municipality.

2. Availability of ordinance. The ordinance and a copy of this chapter must be available in the town
office and be easily accessible to any member of the public. Notice to that effect must be posted. A copy of
this chapter must be distributed by the department to each municipality.

3. Standards of eligibility. Municipalities may establish standards of eligibitity, in addition to need, as
provided in this chapter. Each ordinance shall establish standards which shall:

A. Govern the determination of eligibility of persons applying for relief and the amount of assistance to
be provided to eligible persons;

B. Provide that all individuals wishing to make application for relief shall have the opportunity to do so;-
and—.

_CProvide-thatreliefshatl-be-furnished-or-denied to-all eligible applicants-within 24-hours-of the-dateof-
submission-ofan-applieation—

3-AMaximum-levels-ofassistance Munieipalities may-establish maximum-levels-of-assistance-by-
ordinance—The maximum-levels-ofassistance-must-set-reasonable-and adequate-standardssutfietentte-
maintain-health and-decenev—A-maximum-level of assistance established by-munieipai-erdinanee-is-subjectte-
areview by the department—upeon-complaint-to-ensure-compliance with-this-chapter:

3-B- Temporary maxinimn-levels,—Netwithstanding-subsection 3-A;municipalities-shall-establish-an-
aggregate maximum-level-ofassistance thatis H0%-of the-applicable-existing-housing-fair-marketrentsas-
established by the United-States-Deparunent of Housing and brban Developmentpursuantto-24-Codeof
Eederal-Reculations; Section-888-+H5-applying thezero-bedroom-level for one-person-the-ene-bedroonievel
for2-persons; the 2-bedroomdevel-for 3-persons-the-3-bedroonm-level for-4-persons-and-the--bedroom-level-
for-5-persons-For each-additional-persen-the aggregate- maximum level increases-by-$75-Forthe-purpeses-of-
this-subsection, municipalities-with-pepulations-greater-than10,000-are-deemed Standard-Metropolitan-
Statistical Areas-in-these-countiesfor which-there-are 2 fair-market-rent-valuesand-the-aggregate-maximum-
level-efassistance for-ail-Standard-Metropolitan-Statistieal Areas-is the-average of the-fair-marketrental-
yvalues-for the Standard-Mewopolitan-StatisHeal-Areas-and arcas that are-not-Standard-Metrepolitan-Statistical-
Areas-for-each-connty-in-which-there-are 2 fair market-rentalvalues:

Beginning October 2005-and-annuatly-thereafter-the-aggregate maximum-level of-assistance-must-be-
established at the greater-of-110%-of the-fair-marketrents-as-determined-in-this-subsection-and-the-ameunt-

M%MM%&%M!BS%&%&W!&WMW@HHM&G&WMHW&
inerease-in-the-federal poverty level of the-current-year over-the-federal povery-level of the prioryear:
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Eorthe purposes-of thissubsection federal-poverty-levelmeans-that-measure-defined-by-the federal-
Department-of-Health-and-Human-Services-and-updated-annually-in-the Federal- Registerunderanthorinof 42
United States-CodeSection 99022}

4. Ordinance filed. Each municipality shall present a copy of the ordinance establishing eligibility
standards, maximum levels of assistance, administration and appeal procedures to the Department of Health
and Human Services, The ordinance filed must include all forms and notices, including the application form,
notice of decision and appeal rights. Any amendment or modification of the municipal ordinance must be
submitted to the department.

5. Review of ordinance,

6-Assistanee-by-vouchers-or contract. Exeept-when deternined-impraetical-by-the-administraterfor-
good-cause- shown-assistance-is provided-in-the-form of a-voucher-payable-to-vendor-or-venders-er-through-
direct-municipal-confrast-with a provider of goods-or-serviees:

22 §4306. RECORDS; CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION

The overseer shall keep compiete and accurate records pertaining to general assistance, including the
names of eligible persons assisted and the amounts paid for their assistance. Records, papers, files and
commintications relating to an applicant or recipient made or received by persons charged with responsibility
of administering this chapter are confidential and no information relating to a person who is an applicant or
recipient may be disclosed to the general public, unless expressly permitted by that person.

22 §4307. MUNICIPALITY OF RESPONSIBILITY; RESIDENCY

1. General assistance required. Municipalities shall provide general assistance to all eligible persons at
the expense of that municipality, except as provided in section 431 1-A,

A municipality shall not move or fransport a person inte another municipality to avoid responsibility for
general assistance support for that person. Any municipality which illegally moves or fransports a person, or
illegaliy denies assistance to a person which results in his relocation, in addition to the other penalties
provided in this chapter, shall reimburse twice the amount of assistance to the municipality which provided
the assistance to that person. That reimbursement shall be made in accordance with subsection 3.

2. Municipality of responsibility. Except as provided in subsection 4, a municipality is responsible for
the general assistance support of the following individuals:

A. A resident of the municipality. For the purposes of this section, a "resident” means a person who is
physically present in a municipality with the intention of remaining in that municipality to maintain or
establisii a home and who has no other residence; and

B. Eligible persons who apply to the municipality for assistance and who are not residents of that or any
other municipality. If a person is not a resident of any municipality, the municipality where that person
first applies shall be responsible for support until a new residence is established.

3. Durational residency requirement prohibited. No municipality may establish a durationai
residency requirement for general assistance.

4. Special circumstances, Overseers of a municipality may not move or transport an applicant or
recipient into another municipality to relieve their municipality of responsibility for that applicant's or
recipient's support. The municipality of responsibility for relocations and institutional seftings is as follows.

A. When an applicant or recipient requests relocation to another municipality and the overseers of a
5



municipality assist that person to relocate to another municipality, the municipality from which that
person is moving eentinues-to-be-responsible-for-the suppert-of the recipienitorshall reimburse the other
municipality for any assistance provided to that person during the 30 days after relocation. As used in
this paragraph, "assist” includes:

(1) Granting financial assistance to relocate; and
(2) Making arrangements for a person to relocate.

B. If an applicant is in a group home, shelter, rehabilitation center, nursing home, hospital or other
institution at the time of application and has either been in that institution for 6 months or less, or had a
residence immediately prior to entering the instifution which the applicant had maintained and to which
the applicant intends to return, the municipality of responsibility is the municipality where the applicant
was a resident immediately prior to entering the institution. For the purpose of this paragraph, a hotel,
motel or similar place of temporary lodging is considered an institution when a municipality:

(1) Grants financial assistance for a person to move to or stay in temporary lodging;
(2) Makes arrangements for a person to stay in temporary lodging;
(3) Advises or encourages a person to stay in temporary lodging; or

{4) lliegally denies housing assistance and, as a result of that denial, the person stays in temporary
lodging.

5. Disputes between municipalities. Nothing in this section may permit a municipality to deny
assistance fo an otherwise cligible applicant when there is any dispute regarding residency. In cases of dispute
regarding which municipality is the municipality of responsibility, the municipality where the application has
been filed shall provide support until responsibility has been determined by the department. The department
shall make a written determination within 30 working days of a complaint or notification of a dispute. The
department's decision must include the sources of information relied upon, tindings of fact and conclusions of
taw regarding which municipality is responsibie and the reimbursement due, if any, from the responsible
municipality to the municipality providing assistance. If atter 30 days the reimbursement has not been paid,
the municipality to which reimbursement is due shall notify the department, the department shall credit the
municipality owed the reimbursement and either deduct that amount from the debtor municipality or refer the
bill to the Treasurer of State for payment from any taxes, revenue, fines or fees due from the State to the
municipality.

6. Appeals. Any municipality ex-persen-who is aggrieved by any decision or action made by the
department pursuant to ihis section shall have the right to appeal pursuant to the Maine Administrative
Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375. A request for that appeal shall be in writing and shall be made within 30
days of the written department decision. The appeal shall be held within 30 days of receipt of that request and
shall be conducted by one or more fair hearing officers. In no event may an appeal be held before a person or
body responsible for the decision or action. Review of any decision under this subsection shall be pursuant to
the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 80C.

22 §4308. APPLICATIONS

In order to receive assistance from any municipality, the applicant or a duly authorized representative

must file a written application with the overseer, except as-provided-in-section 4304 subsection-3in an

emergency or as otherwise provided by municipal erdinance,

1. Initial and subsequent applications. Exeeptas-provided-in-section4316-Asubsectioni-AsaA
person who makes an application for assistance;-whe-hasnetapplied-forassistance-in-that-orany-other-
municipality must have that person's eligibility determined selely-on-the basis-et need—Adl-applicationsfor-

ceneral assistance-that-are-notinitial applications-are repeatapplieations—The-eligibilin-ofrepeat-applicants-
must-be-determined on the basis of need and all other conditions of eligibility established by this chapter and
municipal ordinance.




2-Emergencies: A-persorwhe-doesnethave-sufficientresources-to-provide-one-ormere-basic-
necessities-in-an-emergeney-is-elicible foremergency-general assistance,even-when-thatapplieanthas-been-
found-ineligible for nonemergeney-general assistance-exceptas-provided-inthissubsection:

Ar-A-person-whe-is-ewrently disqualified-from-general-assistance-fora-vielation-of section-43-5- 43-16-A
or-43+7-is-ineligibie for emergeney-assistance under this subseetion. {1985, o. 489, 855, 14
BN

B Municipalities-may-by-standards-adopted-inmunicipal ordinancesrestrict-the-disbursement-of-
emergency-assistance to-alleviate-emergency situations to the extent that those situations could not have been-

averted-by the applicant's-use-ofineemo-and resources for basic neeessities. The person requesting assistance-

shall-provide-evidence-otfincome-and resources-for-the-applieable-time-period—

A-municipatibomay-previde-emergency assistanee-when-the-municipalibe-determines-that-an emergeney-is-
imminentand-that failure-to-provide-assistance-may-result-in-undue-hardship-and-unneeessarycosts:

22 §4309. ELIGIBILITY

1. Eligibility of applicant; duration of eligibility. Except as otherwise provided by municipal
Theordinance, the overseer shall determine eligibility each time a person applies or reapplies for general
assistance pursuant to this chapter and the ordinance adopted by the municipality in accordance with section
4305, The period-ofeligibility-must not cxeced-onc-month-At-the-oxpiration-of that-period-the person-may-
reapphy-forassistanee-and-the persen's-eligibilinemay-be-redetermined:

1-A. Determination of eligibility; applicant's responsibilities. Applicants for general assistance are
responsible for providing to the overseer all information necessary to determine eligibility. If further
information or documentation is necessary to demonstrate eligibility, the applicant must have the first
opportunity to provide the specific information or documentation required by the overseer. When information
required by the overseer is unavailable, the overseer must accept alternative available information, which is
subject to verification.

1-B. Determination of eligibility; overseer's responsibilities. In order to determine an applicant's
eligibility for general assistance, the overseer first must seek information and documentation from the
applicant, Once the applicant has presented the necessary information, the overseer is responsible for
determining eligibility. The overseer may seek verification necessary to determine eligibility. In order to
determine eligibility, the overseer may contact sources other than the applicant for verification only with the
specific knowledge and consent of the applicant, except that the overseer may examine public records without
the applicant’s knowledge and consent. Assistance may be denied or terminated if the applicant is unwilling to
supply the overseer with necessary information, documentation, or permission to make collateral contacts, or
if the overseer can not determine that eligibility exists based on information supplied by the applicant or
others.

2. Redetermination of eligibility. The overseer may redetermine a person’s eligibility at any time
during the period that person is receiving assistance if the overseer is notified of any change in the recipient's
circumstances that may affect the amount of assistance to which the recipient is entitled or that may make the
recipient ineligible, provided that once a determination of eligibility has been made for a specific time period,
a reduction in assistance for that time period may not be made without prior written notice to the recipient
with the reasons for the action and an opportunity for the recipient to receive a fair hearing upon the proposed
change.




3-Eligibilib-of-members-of-person's-household—Eailure-of an otherwise-eligible persento-comphye
weith-this-chaptershallnot affect the-generalassistance eligibility of any member-of-the-person's-household-
whe-is-notcapable-of workingineluding-at-least:

B—Aar-elderlys-il-or-disabled-persentand—

C-A-person-whose presence-isrequired-in-orderto-provide-earetor-amy-child under the age of 6-yearsor
foramy-it-or-disabledmember-ofthe-househeld—

4—Eligibility-ef-minorsawhe-are pareits—A-person-underthe-age-of-1-8-who-has never married and-whe

has a dependent-child-or-is-pregnant is eligible-only-it-that-person-and-ehild-reside- in a dwelling maintained by
a parent-or-other-udultrelative-as-that purent's or relative’s-own-home-or-it-a-foster home, mwlernity-home-or-

otheradult-supervised-supportive-living-aerangement-unless:
A-The person-has-ne-living parent or the-whereabeuts-of both-parents-are-unknown:—
B-No-parent-will permit the personto-live-in-the parent's-home;—
C-The-department-determines-that-the-physical er emotional health-or safety-of the-person-or-dependent-
child-would-bejeepardized-it- that-person-and dependent child lived-with-a parent;—

B-The-individuat-has-tved-apart-from-both pareats for a period of at lcast one year betore-the-birth-of-
any-dependentchildror—

E-The departnent-detepminesinaceordance-with-riles-adepted-pursuant-to-this sectonwhich must be-
iraceordance-with-federal-resulationsthat there-is-cood-cause-to-waivethis requirement—

Hor the purposes-of thissubsection, “parentinecludeslegal-guardian:
22 84310 EMERGENCY BENEFITS PRIOR-TO-FULL VERIFICATION

When licant-forseneral-assistance states to the administrator that the applicant-is-in-an-
emergency-situation-and-requires-immediate assistanee-to-neet-basie-necessities-the-overseer shall, pending-
verification,-issue-to-the applicant either personally-er-byv-ail-as-seonaspeossible-buk-in-no-event fater than-
24 hours-after application;-sufficient benefits-to-provide-the-basicnecessities-needed-immediately by the-
applicant, provided-that-the following conditions-are-met—

J—-Brobability-of-eligibility-forassistmneeafter fllverifieation—As-aresult-of the-initial-intervien-
with-the-applieant-the-overseershall-have-determined that the apphicantwill probably be-elizible-for-
assistance-atter-tfullveritication-is-completed.

2-Deocumentation.—Where-possible;-the-applicant shall submit-to-the overseerat-the time-of the-initial-
interviewadequate-documentation-to-verify that there is-a need for immediate assistance.

3 Information-ebtained, When-adequate-documentation-isnot available-at-the-Hime-of the-initial-
application; the overseer may contact-at-least-one-other person-for-the-purpese-of-oblaining-information to-
confirm-the applicant's statements-about-his-need for-immediate assistance:

A-May-the-authorization-of benefiis-under-this-seetion-exceed 30-daysrand—
B—May-there-be-furtherautherization-of benefits-to-the-applicant until- there has been full verification-
confirmingthe-applicant's-elisibility—

22-§4311-STATE REIMBURSEMENT-FTO-MUNICIPALIHES-RERORTS



1-Departmental-reimbwnsement—Whena-municipality-inctrs-net-general-assistance-costs-in-any-fiseal-
year-irexcess-of-0003-of that municipaliby's-mest-reeent state-valuation relative to the state fiscal vear for-
which-reimbursement-is-being issued;-as-determined by the State Tax-Assessor-in-the siatement-fHed-as-
provided-in-Fitle 36-section-331the Departiment of Health-and-Human-Servieesshall-relmburse-the-
municipaliby-for-90%-ofthe-amennt-in-excess-of these-expenditures-whenthe-department-finds-that-the-
municipality has-been-in-eompliance-with-aH requirements-of-this-chapter—H-a-munieipality-eleets-to-
determine-need-without-consideration-of funds-distributed-frem-any-municipaliy-controled-trust fund that-
must-otherwise-be-considered-for purposes-of thischapterthe department shali-reimbtuse-the-municipalityfor
66-2/3%-of the-amountin-excess-of such-expenditures-whenthe-department finds-that the-munieipality-has-
otherwise-been-in-complianeewith-atrequirernents-of this-chapters

A Municipalides reimbursed—When-a-munieipalibpays-forexpenses-approved-pursuant-to-section-
4313 for hespital-inpatient-or-outpatient-care-at-any-hespital-on-behal-ofany-person-whe-is-otherwise-eligible-
and-who-would-have-been-entitled-to-receive payments-tor-hospital-care-i-that-care-had-been-rendered-prior-te-
May+1934for services-under-the-Catastrophic-Hiness-Programyseetion3435-the-departnent-shall-

reimburse-the-municipalin-for-100%ef these-payments:

1-B-Reimbursement for administrative-expenses—The-department shallreimburseeach-municipalib
for-the-costs-ofaportion-of the direct-costs-ofpaving-benefitsthrouch-its-ceneral-assistanee program-if the-
departiment-finds-that-the-munieipality-was-in-complhanee-with-alrequirements-of this-chapter-during-the-
fiseal year for which reimbursement-issousht—The-ameunt-ofreimbursement-to-cach-munieipality-must-be-an-
amount cqual to:

A Eifty-percent-of-al-general-assistanee-granted-by-that-munieipality-belew-the-0003%¢-ofal-state-

valuation-ameunt-er— _

B-Ten-pereent-ofall-general-assistance-sranted—
Each-munieipalityshatl-electto-be reimbursed-under paragraph-A-or B-at the beginning of the fiscal year for-
whichreimbursementissousht:

Nobvithstanding any-other-provision-of-lawthis-subsection-takes-effectonJuly1198%

2-Submission-efreportsMunicipalities shall-submit reporis-asfollows:

A-For-purposes of this-section;-these-munieipalities-that-received-reimbursement-at-90%%-during-the-
previous (iscal veur of the-State-and-these-imunicipalities-thal-expeetio-receive reimbursement-al-90%-
during the current fiscal-year-of-the-State-mustsubmit-menthiy-reporis-on-forms-provided-by-the-
department—

B These-municipalities-that-did-not receive reimbursement-at-90%- during the-provious-fiseabvearand-de
not-expect-to-receive-reimbursement at 90% for-thecurrent-fiscal yearmust-submit quarterly-or
semiannual-reports-on-forms-provided by the department—

3-Claims—The-Department of Health and Human Services may retuse to-accept and pay-any-claim-for-
reimbursement-that-is-net-submitted by a municipality to-the department within 90-davs of the payment-on-
which-that-elaim-is-based-or-at-the end-of the reporting period for-which reimbursement-is-sought-unless-just-
cause-exists-for-fatlure-to-file a-timely elaim:

22 8§4311-A. Municipal General Assistance Grant

1. General. Each municipality shall be entitled to receive from the Department, in a fiscal year, a
municipal eeneral assistance grant not to exceed the amount specified in subsection 2. Upon a
municipality’s certification of its general assistance expenditures for a period, the Departiment shall,
to the extent prant funds are available. disburse funds from the grant to the municipality in an
amount equal to fifty percent (50.00%) of the amount of the municipality’s general assistance
expenditures for the perigd  Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, the Departiment shall, to the
exten! grant funds are available, disburse funds from the grant to an elizible Indian nation, tribe or
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band of Indians in an amount equal to the amount of the nation’s, tribe’s or band’s eeneral assisiance
expenditures for the period.

2. Municipai general assistance grant, The amount of a municipal general assistance grant shall be
the amount that bears the same ratio to the amount specified in subsection 3 as the eligible
municipality’s oross general assistance expenditures for the prior three (3) fiscal vears bears to the
total gross general assistance expenditures for all eligible municipalities for the prior three (3) fiscal
years, The amount of a municipal general assistance grant is subject to a pro rata adjustment by the
Department to enable the Departiment to provide a de minimis grant, not to exceed one hundredth of
a percent (0.01 %) of the amount specified in subsection 3, to a eligible municipality whose gross
general assistance expenditures for the prior three (3) fiscal years did not exceed one hundredth of a
percent (0.01%) of the total gross general assistance expenditures for all eligible municipalities for

the prior three (3) fiscal vears.

3. Appropriation. Upon the request of the Governor, the Legislature shall appropriate an amount of
money for grants under this section.

4, Use of grant. A municipality to which a grant is made under this section may use the grant in any
manner that is reasonably calculated to accomplish the purposes of this chapter.

22 §4312. UNORGANIZED TERRITORY

Residents-of the-unorganized-territoryshail be-eligible for-general assistance-inthe same manner as-
provided-in-this-chapter. The commissioner shall establish standards of eligibility for and provide general
assistance to the residents of the unorganized territory-and-shall-have-thesame-responsibilitieswith-regard-to-
the-unorganized territory as apply to-overseers-in-a-munieipatity. The commissioner may appoint agents to
administer the general assistance program within the unorganized territory. All costs of providing general
assistance in the unorganized territory shall be charged to the Unorganized Territory Education and Services
Fund established under Title 36, chapter 1 15;-exceptthatcosts-which-the State-would reimburse-under section-

43 H-if the-unerganized-territory-were-a-municipalibe-shall be-paid-by-the General Fund.

22-§4313-REIMBURSEMENT TO-INDMBPUALS-RELIEVING ELIGIBLE-
PERSONS;-PRIOR-APPROVAL;-EMERGENGIES

Munieipalities-as-provided-in-section 4307 shall pay-expensesnecessarily ineurred for previding basie-
necessities to eligible persons-anywhere-in-the-State-by-any persennot-Hablefor-theirsuppertprovided-that-

the municipalily of responsibilitv-shall-be-notified-and-approve those-expenses-and-servieespriorto-their
being-made-or delivered;-exeeptas-provided-in-this-section—

%1@%%%%%&%%&#%%%9&%@@&%@%@%
notifi the-overseer-ofthe-liab
W@Wemmtmwmm&%&m%}%%md%mmm
+H6-be-billed-te-the-patient-or-to-a-munieipality-

2 Burial ercremation.—In-the-eveni-of- the-death-ofan-eligible person,the funeral directorshallnetifi-
the-overseer priorto-burial or-cremation-or-by-the-end-of 3-business-daysfollewing the funeral-directors-
recaipt-of the body, whichever is eaclier. Notwithstanding-section4305subseetion3;-paragraph-Ca-deeision-
onameapplication-lor assistance with-burial expenses-need-not-berendered-until-the-overseerhas-verified-that

po-relgive-or other resource is-available o pay-for-the-direet-butial-er-eremation-costsrbut-the-decision-must-
be-rendered within 8 days-afler-receivingan-applieation—The fathermothergrandfatherprandmother-

children-or grandehildren by-consanguinity—living-withinor-ewningreal-or-tangible-property-within-the-
State—are-responsible-for the burial- or-cremation-eosts-of-the-eligible-persen-in-prepertion-te-their-respective-
abilities—When-noJegaly-diabie relative possesses-a-finaneial-capacity-to-pay-either-in-lump-sunr-or-on-an-
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instatiment basis-for-the-direct-costs-of a-burial-or eremation-the-contribution-efa-municipalin-under-this-
subsection-is-iimited-to-a-reasonable-caloulation-of the-funeral director's-direct-costsless-any-and-al-
contributions-from-any-other souree:

22 §4314. COOPERATION IN ADMINISTRATION OF GENERAL ASSISTANCE

1. State departments. Upon the request of any municipal official charged with the responsibility of
administering general assistance, the Department of Health and Human Services and any other department of
the State having information which has a bearing on the eligibility of any person applying for general
assistance shall release that information. The information shall be restricted to those facts necessary for the
official to make a determination of eligibility for generai assistance.

2. Financial institutions, A treasurer of any bank, federaily or state-chartered credit union, trust
company, benefit association, insurance company, safe deposit company or any corporation or association
receiving deposits of money, except national banks, shall, on request in writing signed by the overseer of any
municipality or its agents, or by the Comunissioner of Health and Human Services or the commissioner's
agents or by the Commissioner of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management or the commissioner's
agents, inform that overseer or the Department of Health and Human Services or the Bureau of Maine
Veterans' Services of the amount deposited in the corporation or association to the credit of the person named
in the request, who is a charge upon the municipality or the State, or who has applied for support to the
municipality or the State.

3. Verification of employment, The applicant has responsibility for providing documentary verification
of benefits received during the period for which assistance is requested, or in the month immediately prior to
the application for assistance when those wages and benefits are expected to be the same during the period for
which assistance is requested,

The overseer shall give the applicant written notice that if the applicant does not provide the documentary
verification within one week of the application, the employer will be contacted.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, every employer shall, upon written request of the overseer,
release information regarding any wages or other financiai benefits paid to the applicant or a member of the
applicant's household. No employer may discharge or otherwise adversely affect an employee because of any
request for information pursuant to this section.

4. Confidentiality. Any person who seeks and obtains information under this section is subject to the
same rules of confidentiality as the person who is caretaker of the information which is by law confidential.

5. Refusal. Any person who refuses to provide any information to an overseer who requests it in
accordance with this section shall state in writing the reasons for the refusal within 3 days of receiving the

request.

6. Refusal; penalty. A person who refuses upon request to provide information under this section
without just cause commits a civil violation for which a fine of not less than $23 and not more than $100 may
be adjudged.

7. False information; penalty. A person who intentionally or knowingly renders false information
under this section to an administrator commits a Class E crime.

22 §4315. FALSE REPRESENTATION

Whoever knowingly and willfuily makes any false representation of a material fact to the overseer ol any
municipality or to the department or its agents for the purpose of causing that or any other person to be
granted assistance by the municipality or by the State is-ineligible-for assistance-for-aperiod-o£120-days-and-
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is guilty of a Class E crime.

A-person disqualified-from receiving peneral-assistancefor-malkdng-a-talse representation-nust-be-
provided-netice-and-an-opportunity for an-appeal-as-provided-in-sections-4321-and- 4322

Hthe-fair-hearing-officer-finds-that arecipient-made-a-false-representation-to-the-overseer-invielation of-
this-section;-that recipient-is-requiired to-reimburse-the-munieipalityfor-amy-assistancerendered-for-whichthat-
recipient-was-ineligible-and-is-ineligible from receivingfurtherassistance for-a-period-of-120-days—

Any recipient-whose-assistance-is-terminated or denied-under this section has the right to appeal that
decision-pursuant-to-the-Maine-Rules-of Civil-Procedure; Rule 80-B—

No-recipient-who-has-been granted assistancein-aecordanee-with-this-chapterrmav-have-that-assistance-
terminated-prior-to-the-decision-of the fair hearing-officer—in-the-event-of-any-termination-of-assistance to-any-
recipieni-the-dependents of- that person may-stilbapplyforandifeligible-receiveassistance—

22 §4315-A. - USE-OF-INCOME-FOR BASIC-NECESSITIES REQUIRED

Adl personsrequesting general-assistance must use-their income tor basic necessities. Except for initial
applicants;-recipients-are-not-eligible-to rcecive assistaneeto-replace-income-that was spent within the 30-day-
period-prior-to-the-application-on-gooeds and services-that-are-not-basie-nceoessities. The income not spent on-
goods-and-services-that-are-basie-necessitiesis-considered-available-te-the-apphieant—A-municipalibrmay-
require recipients-to-utilize-ineome-and-resources-accordingto-standards-established by the- munieipality:-
except that a-municipality-may-notreduce-assistanceto-a-recipientwho-has-exhausted-incometopurchase-
basie-neecessities—hhmicipalitiesshall provide-written-notice to-applicants-ot-the-standards-established-by the-
municipalities—

22 §4316. WORK REQUIREMENT

(REPEALED)
22 §4316-A. WORK REQUIREMENT
1. Ineligibility for assistance. Asnapphicantisineligibleforassistance-fori20-days-inallmunicipalities

in-the-State-whenany-A municipality may establishes by ordinance that the-an applicant is ineligible for
assistance if the applicant, without just cause:

A. Refuses to search for employment when that search is reasonable and appropriate;
B. Refuses to register for work;
C. Refuses to accept a suitable job offer under this section;

D. Refuses to participate in a training, educational or rehabilitation program that would assist the
applicant in securing employment;

E.
F. Refuses to perform or willfully fails to perform a job assigned under subsection 2; or

H.

If a municipality finds that an applicant has violated a work-related rule without just cause, under-this-
subsection-or-subsection-As-it is the responsibility of that applicant to establish the presence of just cause.

TA-Periad-ofineligibility—An-appleant-whetheran-initial or repeat applicantwheo-guits work-or-s-
discharged-from-employment-dueto-misconduet-ns-defined-in Title 26;-section-1043-subsection-23-is-
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ineligible to-receive-assistance-for120-days-afier the-appleant's-separationfrom-employment:

2. Municipal work program, A municipality may establish by ordinance require that an otherwise
eligible person who is capable of working be required to perform work for the municipality or work for a
nonprofit organization, if that organization has agreed to participate as an employer in the municipal work
program, as a condition of receiving general assistance. The municipality may also require recipients, as a part
of the municipal work program, to participate in a training, educational or rehabilitative program that would

assist the recipient in securing empioyment. The-municipalwrork program-issubjectto-the folowing

Fegurenents

A—A-persoimay-net-as-a-condition-of general-assistance-oligibility-be required-to-do-any-amount-of-
work-thatexceeds-the-value-of the-net-general-assistance-that-the-person-would-otherwise-receive-under-
municipal-general assistance standards—Any-persen-performing-work-under-this-subseetion-must-be-provided-
with-net-general-assistance-the-vahie-of which is computed at a ratc of at fcast the State's minimum wage.

BA-person-may-notberequiredto-workcunderthissubsection-for-a-nonprofit-erganization-ithatwerk-
werld-vielate-abasie religious-belief of that-person—

C-An-eligible-person portorming work under this subscction may not replace regular municipat-
employees-orregular-employees of a participating nonprofit organization. -

De-An-eligible-person-inneed-of emersency assistance-may-not berequired-to-perform-work-under this-
subsection prior-to-receiving-general-assistance—An-appleant-whe-isnet-in-need-of-emergeney-assistance

may-berequired-io-satistactoribyfultfill-a-werkfare-requirement-prior-te-receiving-the-nonemergeney-
assistence-conditionally-granted-to-that-appheant—

E-Expensesrelated-to-work performed-under-this-subsection-by-an-eligible-persen-must-be-eonsidered-in-
determining the amount-otnet-gencral-assistance-to-be-provided to the person.-

E-General-assistanee-provided by a muntcipality for work performed by an cligible person under this-
subseetion-must-be:

HH-neluded-inthe reimbursable-net-general-assistance-cestsrand
2-ltemized-separately-inreporisto- the Department ot Health-and-Human-Sepviees-under seetion-
43H -

- G Acperson may nol-ba-required-te-work-under-this-subsection-if that persenis physically-ormentally-
ineapable of performing-the-wetk-assigned—

3, Limitations of work requirentent—h-no-ease-mav-any-work-requirement-or-training or-educational-
program under this seclion interfere-withraperson's:

A-Existing-employmenti—

B-Abili-te-pursue-a-bona-fide job-offer

CAbilibto-attend an-inlerview for possible employment: -

D Classroom participation-in-a-ptimaey-or-seeondarv-educational pregram-intended-to-leadto-ahigh-

E-Classroom-oron-site participation-in-a-training-program-that-is-either-approved-or-deternined;or-both;

by the Department ol-Laborto-be-reasonabh-expected-to-assist-the-individual-in-securine-employnent-—

This-paragraph-does-not-include-partieipation-in-a-degreegrantingpregram;-except-when-that-pregram-is-

a-training-program-operated-under-the-control-of-the-Department-eFHealth-and- Human-Servieesor-the-

Department-of-baber—

4 Eligihility-regained—A-persen-who-has been-disqualified by any-municipalib for notcomplyingwith-
any-work-requirement-of this secHon-mayregain-elicibiti during the120-day-period-by-becoming-emploved
or-otherwise comphying-with-the-work requirernents-of this secHon—An-appheant-whe-is-disqualified-dueto-
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fatiure-tocomphwith-the-municipal-worl-program may-be-givern-only-onc-opportunity-to-regain-ciigibility-
during the-120-day-disgualification-periodyrexcept that if an-applicant who regains-eligibility-is again-
disqualified-for-faiting to-comply-with-the-munieipal work program within the initial period of
disqualification,-the-applicant-is-ineligible-for-assistance for 120 days and deocs not have the opportunity to-
requatif-during the 120-dav-period:

5. Just cause defined. Just cause for failure to meet work requirements or the use of potential resources
must be found when there is reasonable and verifiable evidence of:

A. Physical or mental illness or disability;

B. Below-minimum wages;

C. Sexual harassment;

D. Physical or mental inability to perform required job fasks;

E. Inability to work required hours or to meet piece work standards,;

F. Lack of transportation to and from work or training;

G. Inability to arrange for necessary child care or care of an ill or disabled family member;
H. Any reason found to be good cause by the Department of Labor; and

1. Any other evidence that is reasonable and appropriate.

Fhe-overseermay notrequire-edieal- verification-of-medical conditions that-are apparent-or ave-of such-shott-
duration-that areasonable person-would-noterdinarily scck medical attention. In any ease in-which the
overseerrequires medical verification-and-the-applicant has no means of obtaining such verification, the
everseer shall srant assistance for the-pwpese-ofoblaining that verification:

22-84347-USE-OF-POTENTIAL RESOURGES

Aarapphicant-orrecipient-must-make a good-faith-effort-to-secure-any potential resource-that-may-be-
availabler-including, but not-limited to, any state-or-federal assistance progranyemployment benefits
gevermentalor private pension programs-available-trust-funds,support-from-legally- liable relatives;child-
suppert-payments-and jointly held resources~where the applicant-er reeipient share-may-be-available to-the-
individual-Assistance may not-be-withheld-pending receiptof suchvesourceas-long as-applieation-has-been-
made-or geod-faith-effort-is-being-made-te-seeure-the resource—

An-individual-applying-for-erreceiving assistance-due-to-a-disabilinomustmake-a-geod-faith-effort-to-
makeuseofunv-medical-and-rehabilitative resources-that-may-berecommended-by-aphysietanspsvehologist-
er-otherprofessional relraining or rehabilitation specialist that-are-available-witheut-finaneial-burden-and-
would-noteonstitute urther physieal risk to the individual—

An-applicant-whorefuses to-utilize potentialresources without-just eausc; after receiving-a-written-7-daw
noticeisdisqualified from receiving-assistance until the-applieant has-made-a-good faith-effort to sceure the
resouree—

An-applicant-wheforfeits receiptof-oreau
reg}am—beea&se—e#—&aué—mmeplesenmm&emﬁawm%Hﬂteaﬂenal—x%#aﬂeweﬁpmgmnmﬂe—s-ew
refusal-to-compbwith-program-rules-withont-just cause-is-not-eligible-to-reccive-general-assistance-to-replace-
the-forfeited-assistance-for the-duration-et-the-forfeiture—

22 §4318. RECOVERY OF EXPENSES

A municipality or the State, which has incurred general assistance program costs for the support of any
eligible person, may recover the full amount expended for that support either from the person relieved or from
any person liable for the recipient's support, their executors or adininistrators, in a civil action. In no case may
a municipality or the State be authorized to recover through a civil action, the full or part of, the amount
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expended for the support of a previously eligible person, if, as a result of the repayment of that amount, this
person would, in all probability, again become eligible for general assistance.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, municipalities have a len for the value of all general
assistance payments made to a recipient on any lump sum payment made to that recipient under the former
Workers' Compensation Act, the Maine Workers' Compensation Act of 1992 or similar law of any other state.

The department shall enter into an agreement with the Social Security Administration to institute an
interim assistance reimbursement for the purpose of the repayment of state and local funds expended for
providing assistance to Supplemental Security Income applicants or recipients while the Supplemental
Security Income payments are pending or suspended. Written authorization must be given by the recipients.

1. Repayment.
2. Public assistance.

A municipality may not recover from any recipient who has been injured while performing work under
section 43 16-A, subsection 2, any portion of any medical or rehabilitative expenses associated with that injury
or any portion of any other general assistance benefits associated with that injury.

Nothing in this section may be construed as limiting or affecting in any way the right of any individual to
file an action under the Maine Tort Claims Act, Title 14, chapter 741, except that a municipality that provides
general assistance to a minor is absolutely immune from suit on any tort claims seeking recovery or damages
by or on behalf of the minor recipient in connection with the provision of general assistance.

All collections, fees and payments received by the department from the Federal Government as a result
of an interim assistance reimbursement must be dedicated to support the administration of the General
Assistance program,

22 §4319. LIABILITY OF RELATIVES FOR SUPPORT

1. Relatives liable. A parent of a child under 25 years of age and a spouse living in or owning property
in the State shail support their children or husband or wife in proportion to their respective ability. Liability-
for-burial- expenses-is governed-by-section+313:

2. Rental payments to relatives. A municipality or the State may decide not to make payments for
rental assistance on behalf of an otherwise eligible individual when the rental payments would be made to a
parent, grandparent, child, grandchild, sibling, parent's sibling or any of their chiidren, uniess the municipality
finds that the rentai arrangement has existed for 3 months prior to the application for assistance aad is
necessary fo provide the relative with basic necessities.

3. Recovery of assistance provided. A municipality or the State, after providing general assistance to a
dependent of a legally responsible parent or to a person's spouse who is financially capable of providing
support, may then seck reimbursement or relief for that support by initiating a complaint to the Superior Court
or District Court, including by smail claims action, located in the division or county where the legally
responsible parent or spouse resides. The court may cause the legally responsible parent or spouse to be
suminoned and upon hearing or default may assess and apportion a reasonable sum upon those who are found
to be of sufficient ability for the support of the eligible person and shall issue a writ of execution. The
assessment may not be made to pay any expense for relief provided more than 12 months before the
complaint was filed. Any action brought under this section is governed by the Maine Rules of Civil
Procedure. The court may, from time to time, make any further order on complaint of an interested party and,
after notice is given, alter the assessment or apportionment.
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22 §4320. LIENS ON REAL ESTATE

A municipality or the State may claim a lien against the owner of real estate for the amount of money
spent by it to provide mortgage payments on behalf of an eligible person under this chapter on any real estate
that is the subject of a mortgage, whether land or buildings or a combination thereof. In addition, a
municipality may claim a lien against the owner of real estate for the amount of money spent by it to make
capital improvements to the real estate, whether land or buildings or a combination of land and buildings, on
behalf of an eligible person under this chapter.

The municipat officers, their designee or the State shall file a notice of the lien with the register of deeds
of the county wherein the property is located within 30 days of making a mortgage payment or, if applicable,
payment for capital improvements. That filing secures the municipality or State's lien interest for an amount
equal to the sum of that morigage or capital improvement payment and all subsequent mortgage or capital
improvement paymenis made on behalf of the same eligible person. Not less than 10 days prior to the filing,
the municipal officers, their designee or the State shall send notification of the proposed action by certified
mail, return receipt requested, to the owner of the real estate and any record holder of the mortgage. The lien
notification must clearly inform the recipient of the limitations upon enforcement contained in this section; it
shall also contain the title, address and telephone number of the municipal official who granted the assistance.
A new written notice including these provisions must be given to the recipient each time the amount secured
by the lien is increased. The lien is effective uatil enforced by an action for equitable relief or until
discharged.

Interest on the amount of money secured by the lien may be charged by the State or a municipality, but
in no event may the rate exceed the maximum rate of interest allowed by the Treasurer of State, pursuant to
Title 36, section 186. For the State, the rate of interest shall be established by the department. For a
municipality, the rate of interest shall be established by the municipal officers. Interest shall accrue from and
including the date the lien is filed.

The costs of securing and enforcing the lien may be recoverable upon enforcement.

No lien may be enforced under this section while the person named in the lien is either currently
receiving any form of public assistance or, as a result of enforcement, would become eligible for general
assistance.

In no event may the lien be enforced prior to the death of the recipient of general assistance or the
transfer of the property.

22 §4321. GRANT, DENIAL, REDUCTION OR TERMINATION TO BE
COMMUNICATED IN WRITING; RIGHT TO A HEARING

Any action relative to the grant, denial, reduction, suspension or ternination of relief provided under this
chapter must be communicated to the applicant in writing, The decision shall include the specific reason or
reasons for that action and shall inform the person affected of his right to a hearing; and the procedure for
requesting such a hearing;+he-right-te-netif-the-departiment-and-the-available-meansfornotibring-the-
department-he-believes-that-the-municipalibhas-acted-invielaton-of this-chapter. All proceedings relating

to the grant, denial, reduction, suspension or termination of relief provided under this chapter are not public
proceedings under Title 1, chapter 13, unless otherwise requested by the applicant or recipient.

22 §4322. RIGHT TO A FAIR HEARING

A person aggrieved by a decision, act, failure to act or delay in action concerning that person's
application for general assistance under this chapter has the right to an appeal. H-a-person's-application-has-

been-approved, general assistance-may-not-be-reveked-duringthe-period-afentitlement-untilthat person-has
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been-provided notice-and-an-opportunityfor hearing-as-provided-in this section—Within-S-werking days of-
receiving a-writfen-deeision-or-notice-of denialreduction-or-termination-ofassistance-in-accordance with-the-
provisions-of section-4324-orwithin10-working-days-afler any other-act-orfailure-to-act-by-the-municipality-
withregard-to-an-applicationfor assistance - the-person-may request-an-appeal—A-hearing-must be held-by-the-
fair hearing-autherib-withinS-working days-following the receipt-ofa-waittenrequest-by-the applicant-for-an-
appealk-The hearing may be conducted by the municipal officers, a board of appeals created under Titte 30-A,
section 2691, or one or more persons appointed by the municipal officers to act as a fait hearing authority. An
appeal may not be held before a person or body responsible for the decision, act, failure to act or delay in
action relating to the applicant.

The person requesting the appeal and the municipal administrator responsible for the decision being
appealed must be afforded the right to confront and cross-examine any witnesses presented at the hearing,
present witnesses in their behalf and be represented by counsel or other spokesperson. A claimant must be
advised of these rights in writing. The decision of such an appeal must be based solely on evidence adduced at
the hearing, The Maine Rules of Evidence do not apply to information presented to the fair hearing authority.
The standard of evidence is the standard set in Title 5, section 9057, subsection 2. Fhe-person requestingthe-
appealmust-within-5-working-days-after-the-appeal; be-furnished-with-a-written-decision detailing-the reasens-
for-that-deeisien—When-any-deeision-by-a-fair hearing autheritv-orcourtanthorizing assistance-is-made that-
assistance-must-be-provided-within24-hewrs—Review of any action or failure to act under this chapter must be
conducted pursuant to the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Ruie 80-B. The municipality shall make a record
of the fair hearing. The municipality's obligation is limited to keeping a taped record of the proceedings. The
applicant shall pay costs for preparing any transcripts required to pursue an appeal of a fair hearing authority's
decision.

22 §4323. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES;
RESPONSIBILITIES

The Departinent of Health-and Human-Services-shall-inaceordance with-thissection share-
_ il " icinalitios for o dministeati - ceneral-assi _

1. Review. The depariment shall review the administration of general assistance in each municipality for
compliance with this chapter. This review shall be made on a regular basis and may be made in response to a
complaint from any person as necessary.

The department shall inspect the municipality's records and discuss the administration of the program with the
overseer, The overseer or his designee shall be available during the department's review and shall cooperate in
providing all necessary information.

The department shall report the results of its review in writing to the municipality and, when applicable, to the
complainant. The written notice shall set forth the department's findings of whether the municipality is in
compliance with this chapter.

2. Violation; penalty. If the department finds any violation of this chapter after review, it shall notify
the municipality that it has 30 days in which to correct that violation and specify what action shall be taken in
order to achieve compliance. The municipality shall file a plan with the department setting forth how it will
attain compliance. The department shail notify the municipality if the plan is acceptable and that it will review
the municipality for compliance within 60 days of accepting the plan. Any municipality which fails to file an
acceptable plan with the department or which is in violation of this chapter at the expiration of the 60-day
period shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $500. The Department of Health and Human Services
shall enforce this section in any court of competent jurisdiction. Every 30-day period that a municipality is in
violation of this chapter after review and notification shall constitute a separate offense. In addition to the
civil penalty, the department shall withhold reimbursement to any municipality which is in violation of this
chapter until it reaches compliance.

3-Departmental-assistanee~Whenever-the department-finds-that-a-persen-in-immediate-need-of general
assistance-has-not-received-that-assistance-as-a result o fa-munieipality'sfailure-to-comply-with-the-
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requirements-ef thischapter—the-department shallwithin 24-hewrs-ef receivinga-request to-intervene-and-
afternotifving the-municipatiby-srant-this-assistancein-accordance-with-regulations-adopted -by-it—The-
expense-of that assistance-granted-includingareasonable proportion-of the-State's administrative-cost-that-can
be-attributedHo-that-assistanee-shall-be-billed-by-the-department-to-the-municipality-Should-that bill-remain-
anpaid 30-daysaflerpresentation-to-the-munieipaiitysthe-departinent-shall-refer the bill tothe Treasurerof
State-for-payment-from-any-taxes, revenue;fines-or-fees-due-from-the State to-the-municipatity:
A-municipalinemay-net-be-held-responsible-forreimbussing-the-department for assistance-granted-underthis-

subsecton-Hthe-departiment-failed to-intervene-within24-heurs-ef receiving the requestto-intervene or-if the-
departmentfailed-to-make a-good faith-effort; prior-to-the-intervention, to-notify-the-munieipality-ef the-

department's-intention-to-intervene:

4. Appeal. Any municipality or person who is aggrieved by any decision or action made by the
department pursuant to this section shall have the right to appeal pursuant to the Maine Administrative
Procedure Act, Title 3, chapter 375, subchapter IV. A request for that appeal shall be in writing and shall be
made within 30 days of receiving notification. The appeal shall be held within 30 days of receipt of that
request and shall be conducted by one or more fair hearing officers. In no event may an appeal be held before
a person or body responsible for the decision or action. Review of any decision under this section shall be
pursuant to the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 80 C.

S-Emergeney-contact-iformation—Thedepartiment-shall-collect from-each-municipalibremergeney
eontactHnformationdoruse-by municipal residents-in-appheing-for assistunce under-this-section—The-
departmentshal-forward-the- municipal emergeney-contactinformation periodically-to-the-stateywdde 241
telephene-number-designated pursuantto Title-35-As-seetion-7H08:

22 §4324. REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE

(REPEALED)

22 §4325. MUNICIPAL GUARANTEE OF SAFE, DECENT RENTAL HOUSING
AND RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS

(REPEALED)

22 §4326. NONLAPSING FUNDS

Any balance remaining in the General Assistance - Reimbursement to Cities and Towns program in the
Department of Human Services at the end of any fiscal year must be carried forward for the next fiscal year.

22 §4327. RULEMAKING

The Department is authorized to promulgate rules to implement this chapter and may adopt emergency

rules without the necessity of demonstrating that immediate adoption is necessary {0 avoid a threat to public
health, safety or general welfare.

Sumimary

This bill does the following:

It substantially eliminates the existing State-prescribed General Assistance program. replacing it with a block
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orant approach, Municipalities will be aflowed substantial latitude to design and operate a General Assistance
proeram within the broad parameters of the revised statute.

it allows municipalities to annually receive a block grant, based on the tunds aliocated by the Legislature.
The funds are allocated on the basis of the past 3 years of total municipal GA expenditures (with special
provisions for the Unoreanized Territories and de minimis allocations to municipalities that had no such
expenditures). Municipalities are required to match their allocation dollar-for-dollar. Municipalities wiil be
subject to Departinent audit to confirm their use of funds in compliance with the statute,

Municipalities are encouraged to develop regional or other cooperative approaches.
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