MRS Title 22, §2949. WHO MAY MAKE ANATOMICAL GIFT OF DECEDENT'S BODY OR PART

§2949. Who may make anatomical gift of decedent's body or part

1. Gift by members of class; priority. Subject to subsections 2 and 3 and unless barred by
subsection 4, an anatomical gift of a decedent's body or part for purposes of transplantation, therapy,
research or education may be made, in the order of priority listed, by any member of the following
classes of persons who is reasonably available:

A. An agent of the decedent at the time of death who could have made an anatomical gift under
section 2944, subsection 2 immediately before the decedent's death; [PL 2007, c. 601, §2
(NEW).]

B. The spouse of the decedent; [PL 2007, c. 601, §2 (NEW).]

C. The domestic partner of the decedent. For purposes of this section, "domestic partner" means a
registered domestic partner or one of 2 unmarried adults who had been domiciled together under
long-term arrangements that evidenced a commitment to remain responsible indefinitely for each
other's welfare, including evidence of an emotional, physical or financial relationship with the
decedent similar to that of a spouse; [PL 2021, c. 567, §24 (AMD).]

D. Adult children of the decedent; [PL 2007, c. 601, §2 (NEW).]

E. Parents of the decedent; [PL 2007, c. 601, §2 (NEW).]

F. Adult siblings of the decedent; [PL 2007, c. 601, §2 (NEW).]

G. Adult grandchildren of the decedent; [PL 2007, c. 601, §2 (NEW).]
H. Grandparents of the decedent; [PL 2007, c. 601, §2 (NEW).]

I. An adult who exhibited special care and concern for the decedent who is familiar with the
decedent's personal values; [PL 2007, c. 601, §2 (NEW).]

J. The person or persons acting as the guardian of the person of the decedent at the time of death;
and [PL 2007, c. 601, §2 (NEW).]

K. Any other person having the authority to dispose of the decedent's body. [PL 2007, c. 601,
§2 (NEW).]
[PL 2021, c. 567, §24 (AMD).]

2. Anatomical gift by member of class unless object. If there is more than one member of a
class listed in subsection 1, paragraph A, D, E, F, G, H or J entitled to make an anatomical gift, an
anatomical gift may be made by a member of the class unless that member or a person to which the gift
can pass under section 2951 knows of an objection by another member of the class. If an objection is
known, the gift may be made only by a majority of the members of the class who are reasonably
available.

[PL 2007, c. 601, §2 (NEW).]

3. Member of prior class reasonably available. No person may make an anatomical gift if, at
the time of the decedent's death, a person in a prior class under subsection 1 is reasonably available to
make or to object to the making of an anatomical gift.

[PL 2007, c. 601, §2 (NEW).]

4. Gift barred. An anatomical gift may not be made if doing so is barred by section 2947 or 2948.
[PL 2007, c. 601, §2 (NEW).]
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The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include
the following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects
changes made through the Second Regular Session of the 131st Maine Legislature and is current through January 1, 2025. The
text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the
Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.
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