MRS Title 32, §13786-F. DISPENSING OF EMERGENCY SUPPLIES OF CHRONIC MAINTENANCE DRUG

§13786-F. Dispensing of emergency supplies of chronic maintenance drug

1. Definition. For the purposes of this section, "chronic maintenance drug" means a medication
prescribed to treat a chronic, long-term condition and that is taken on a regular, recurring basis.

[PL 2021, c. 566, §2 (NEW).]

2. Emergency supply. A pharmacist may dispense an emergency supply of a chronic maintenance
drug without a current, valid prescription from a practitioner, subject to the following requirements:

A. The pharmacy at which the pharmacist is practicing has a record of a prescription for the chronic
maintenance drug in the name of the patient who is requesting the emergency supply, including the
amount of the chronic maintenance drug dispensed as provided in the most recent prescription or
the standard unit of dispensing for the chronic maintenance drug, and the record of that prescription
for the chronic maintenance drug does not include a notation from a practitioner that no emergency
supply is permitted; [PL 2021, c. 566, §2 (NEW).]

B. The pharmacist attempts but is unable to obtain authorization to refill the prescription described
in paragraph A from the practitioner who issued the prescription or another practitioner responsible
for the patient's care; [PL 2021, c. 566, §2 (NEW).]

C. In the pharmacist's professional judgment, the chronic maintenance drug is essential to sustain
the life of the patient or to continue therapy for a chronic condition of the patient and failure to
dispense the chronic maintenance drug could reasonably produce undesirable health consequences
or cause physical or mental discomfort; [PL 2021, c. 566, §2 (NEW).]

D. Except as provided in this subsection, the amount of the chronic maintenance drug dispensed
does not exceed a 30-day supply as provided in the prescription or, if the standard unit of dispensing
for the chronic maintenance drug exceeds a 30-day supply, the amount of the chronic maintenance
drug dispensed does not exceed the smallest standard unit of dispensing; [PL 2021, c. 566, §2
(NEW).]

E. With respect to a chronic maintenance drug that is a controlled substance included in Schedule
IIT or IV of 21 United States Code, Section 812 or 21 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1308,
the amount of the chronic maintenance drug dispensed does not exceed a 7-day supply; [PL 2021,

c. 566, §2 (NEW).]

F. The chronic maintenance drug is not a controlled substance included in Schedule I or II of 21
United States Code, Section 812 or 21 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1308; and [PL 2021,
c. 566, §2 (NEW).]

G. The pharmacist has not dispensed the chronic maintenance drug in an emergency supply under
this subsection to the same patient more than twice in the preceding 12-month period. [PL 2021,
c. 566, §2 (NEW).]

The pharmacist shall exercise professional judgment in determining the amount of the chronic
maintenance drug to be dispensed, up to the maximum amount specified in this subsection. The
pharmacist shall notify the practitioner who issued the prescription or another practitioner responsible
for the patient's care no later than 72 hours after the chronic maintenance drug is dispensed. The
pharmacist shall fulfill all documentation and other requirements established by the board when
dispensing an emergency supply of a chronic maintenance drug.

[PL 2021, c. 566, §2 (NEW).]

3. Rules. The board may adopt rules for determining what constitutes a chronic maintenance drug
and what reporting procedures are necessary in dispensing an emergency supply of a chronic
maintenance drug. Rules adopted by the board pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as
defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

[PL 2021, c. 566, §2 (NEW).]
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The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include
the following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects
changes made through the Second Regular Session of the 131st Maine Legislature and is current through January 1, 2025. The
text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the
Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.
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