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§19304.  Levels of licensure and license requirements for use of pharmaceutical agents
1.  Pharmaceutical agents or drug samples.  Only an optometrist licensed under this section may use or dispense pharmaceutical agents or drug samples.
[PL 2023, c. 580, §8 (NEW).]
2.  Levels of licensure.  The following are the levels of licensure.
A.  The board may only issue a therapeutic advanced glaucoma license for a new licensee except that a licensee who meets requirements established by the board by rule may apply for a therapeutic advanced glaucoma license.
(1)  An optometrist who holds a therapeutic advanced glaucoma license may dispense drug samples at no charge and may use and prescribe any therapeutic pharmaceutical, for ocular conditions including for the treatment of glaucoma. An optometrist with a therapeutic advanced glaucoma license may prescribe any drug identified in schedules III, IV and V as described in 21 United States Code, Section 812, for any purpose associated with ocular conditions and diseases except for oral chemotherapeutic agents, oral immunosuppressive agents and oral immunostimulant agents.
(2)  Nothing in this paragraph may be construed to permit the optometric use of pharmaceutical agents that are:
(a)  Controlled substances identified in schedules I and II as described in 21 United States Code, Section 812;
(b)  Administered exclusively by subdermal injection, intramuscular injection, intravenous injection, subcutaneous injection or retrobulbar injection, except injections for the emergency treatment of anaphylactic shock; and
(c)  For the specific treatment of a systemic disease unless the pharmaceutical agent is used specifically for an ocular disease.
(3)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, an optometrist with a therapeutic advanced glaucoma license may provide drug samples at no charge for nonlegend agents, and dispense, prescribe and administer nonlegend agents.
(4)  An optometrist who is licensed and practiced under the laws of another state and is not authorized to independently treat glaucoma in that state must meet the requirements in the rules established by the board.
(5)  A therapeutic advanced glaucoma license includes all the rights and responsibilities of licensees with therapeutic advanced, therapeutic and diagnostic license levels described in paragraphs B to D but allows for the treatment of glaucoma.  [PL 2023, c. 580, §8 (NEW).]
B.  The therapeutic advanced license includes all the rights and responsibilities of licensees with therapeutic and diagnostic license levels described in paragraphs C and D but excludes the right to treat glaucoma.  An optometrist who holds a therapeutic advanced license may provide drug samples at no charge for and may use and prescribe any therapeutic pharmaceutical agent, except for the treatment of glaucoma unless the requirements of paragraph A have been met, including any drug identified in schedules III, IV and V as described in 21 United States Code, Section 812, for any purpose associated with ocular conditions and diseases except for oral chemotherapeutic agents, oral immunosuppressive agents and oral immunostimulant agents, and except that an optometrist who has received a therapeutic advanced license may prescribe one 5-day supply of any analgesic identified in schedules III, IV and V as described in 21 United States Code, Section 812, or any drug that had previously been identified as a schedule III, IV or V drug that has now been reclassified as a schedule I or II drug.
Nothing in this paragraph may be construed to permit the optometric use of pharmaceutical agents that are:
(1)  Identified as controlled substances in schedules I and II as described in 21 United States Code, Section 812;
(2)  Administered exclusively by subdermal injection, intramuscular injection, intravenous injection, subcutaneous injection or retrobulbar injection, except injections for the emergency treatment of anaphylactic shock; and
(3)  Used for the specific treatment of a systemic disease unless the pharmaceutical agent is used specifically for an ocular disease.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, an optometrist with a therapeutic advanced license may provide drug samples at no charge for nonlegend agents and may dispense, prescribe and administer nonlegend agents.
The board may not issue new therapeutic advanced licenses.  [PL 2023, c. 580, §8 (NEW).]
C.  The therapeutic license includes all the rights and responsibilities of licensees with a diagnostic license level described in paragraph D. An optometrist who holds a therapeutic license may provide drug samples at no charge for and may use topical therapeutic pharmaceuticals for any purpose associated with ocular conditions and diseases, except for the treatment of glaucoma.
The board may not issue new therapeutic licenses.  [PL 2023, c. 580, §8 (NEW).]
D.  The diagnostic license level does not permit treatment of eye pathology.  A licensee who holds a diagnostic license may use pharmacologic agents only for diagnosing eye disease.  
The board may not issue new diagnostic licenses.  [PL 2023, c. 580, §8 (NEW).]
[PL 2023, c. 580, §8 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 2023, c. 580, §8 (NEW). 
The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects changes made through the Second Regular Session of the 131st Maine Legislature and is current through January 1, 2025
                    . The text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
                
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve the State's copyright rights.
PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.
	  |
	§19304. Levels of licensure and license requirements for use of pharmaceutical agents
	Generated 01.07.2025


	
                                            Generated 01.07.2025
	§19304. Levels of licensure and license requirements for use of pharmaceutical agents
	|  


image1.png




image.bmp
%M&@W




