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§3916.  Rabies vaccinations
1.  Required for cats.  Except as provided in subsection 4, an owner or keeper of a cat over 3 months of age must have that cat vaccinated against rabies.  Rabies vaccine must be administered by a licensed veterinarian or under the supervision of a licensed veterinarian.  Upon receiving an initial vaccination, a cat is considered protected for one year and an owner or keeper of that cat must get a booster vaccination for that cat one year after the initial vaccination and subsequent booster vaccinations at intervals that do not exceed the intervals recommended by a national association of state public health veterinarians for the type of vaccine administered.
[PL 1997, c. 704, §3 (AMD).]
1-A.  Required for dogs.   Except as provided in subsection 4, an owner or keeper of a dog, within 30 days after the dog attains the age of 3 months, shall have that dog vaccinated against rabies.  The rabies vaccine must be administered by a licensed veterinarian or under the supervision of a licensed veterinarian.  Upon receiving an initial vaccination, a dog is considered protected for one year and an owner or keeper of that dog shall get a booster vaccination for that dog one year after the initial vaccination and subsequent booster vaccinations at intervals that do not exceed the intervals recommended by a national association of state public health veterinarians for the type of vaccine administered.  A wolf hybrid is required to be vaccinated in accordance with this subsection.  The procedure prescribed under Title 22, chapter 251, subchapter 5 for a wolf hybrid suspected of having rabies does not change based on proof that the wolf hybrid has received a rabies vaccination.
[PL 2021, c. 99, §6 (RPR).]
2.  Certificate.  A licensed veterinarian who vaccinates or supervises the vaccination of a cat or dog shall issue to the owner or keeper a certificate of rabies vaccination approved by the State and shall indicate on the certificate the date by which a booster vaccination is required pursuant to subsection 1 or 1‑A.
[PL 2005, c. 422, §4 (AMD).]
2-A.  Notice to department.  A veterinarian who issues a certificate of rabies vaccination for a dog pursuant to subsection 2 shall, within 30 days of issuing the certificate, forward by mail, e-mail or fax a copy of that certificate to the department.  The department shall send a copy of the certificate by mail, e-mail or fax to the clerk of the municipality in which the owner resides.  If the owner resides in the unorganized territory, the department shall send a copy of the certificate to the dog recorder in that unorganized territory or, in the absence of a duly authorized dog recorder, to the dog recorder in the nearest municipality or unorganized territory in the same county in which the owner resides.  The department may retain a copy or electronic record of the rabies certificate.  The department may accumulate certificates received and distribute them periodically to the appropriate municipalities and dog recorders.  Distributions must be made no fewer than 4 times a year.
[PL 2007, c. 119, §1 (NEW).]
3.  Enforcement.  A humane agent, an animal control officer or a law enforcement officer may ask an owner or keeper of a cat or dog to present proof of a certificate of rabies vaccination from the State.
[PL 2005, c. 422, §5 (AMD).]
4.  Exception.  Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter, an animal shelter operated by a nonprofit organization is not required to vaccinate an abandoned or stray cat or dog received by the shelter.
An owner or keeper of a cat or dog is exempt from the requirements of subsection 1 if a medical reason exists that precludes the vaccination of the cat or dog.  To qualify for this exemption, the owner or keeper must have a written statement signed by a licensed veterinarian that includes a description of the cat or dog and the medical reason that precludes the vaccination.
[PL 2021, c. 99, §7 (AMD).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1991, c. 779, §26 (NEW). PL 1993, c. 468, §9 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 490, §7 (AMD). PL 1997, c. 704, §§3-5 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 422, §§3-6 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 119, §1 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 439, §8 (AMD). PL 2021, c. 99, §§6, 7 (AMD). 
The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects changes made through the Second Regular Session of the 131st Maine Legislature and is current through January 1, 2025
                    . The text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
                
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve the State's copyright rights.
PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.
	  |
	§3916. Rabies vaccinations
	Generated 01.07.2025


	
                                            Generated 01.07.2025
	§3916. Rabies vaccinations
	|  


image1.png




image.bmp
%M&@W




