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§203.  Programs and services of department
The department shall, as appropriate to the individual and family and as permitted by the 

availability of funds, provide programs and services as specified in this section and otherwise by law.  
[PL 2003, c. 689, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]

1.  Programs and services for adults, children and families.  The department shall provide adults, 
children and families with the following programs and services:

A.  Economic assistance and employment support services;  [PL 2003, c. 689, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]
B.  Mental health and behavioral health services;  [PL 2003, c. 689, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]
C.  Developmental disability services;  [PL 2011, c. 542, Pt. A, §50 (AMD).]
D.  Physical health services;  [PL 2003, c. 689, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]
E.  Public health services; and  [PL 2003, c. 689, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]
F.  Substance use disorder prevention, treatment and recovery services.  [PL 2019, c. 524, §17 
(AMD).]

[PL 2019, c. 524, §17 (AMD).]
2.  Additional programs and services for children and families.  The department shall provide 

children and families with additional programs and services to assist them in meeting their needs, 
including, but not limited to:

A.  Child welfare services;  [PL 2003, c. 689, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]
B.  Head Start and child care services;  [PL 2003, c. 689, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]
C.  Maternal and child health services, including home visiting programs;  [PL 2003, c. 689, Pt. 
A, §1 (NEW).]
D.  Paternity establishment and child support enforcement services;  [PL 2023, c. 675, §7 (AMD).]
E.  Residential and long-term care services for children with disabilities; and  [PL 2023, c. 675, 
§7 (AMD).]
F.  Injury and violence prevention programs, including data collection, synthesis and evaluation.  
[PL 2023, c. 675, §7 (NEW).]

[PL 2023, c. 675, §7 (AMD).]
3.  Additional programs and services for adults.  The department shall provide adults, including 

the elderly and persons with disabilities, with additional programs and services to assist them in meeting 
their needs, including, but not limited to:

A.  Adult protective services; and  [PL 2003, c. 689, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]
B.  Long-term care services for the elderly and adults with disabilities.  [PL 2003, c. 689, Pt. A, 
§1 (NEW).]

[PL 2003, c. 689, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]
4.  Delivery of programs and services.  The department shall deliver programs and services 

through a coordinated and efficient administrative structure and an integrated delivery system that 
focuses on meeting the needs of individuals and families. The department shall use a combination of 
public personnel and contracts with private agencies to deliver programs and services.
[PL 2003, c. 689, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]

5.  Pilot projects.  The department shall develop pilot projects and demonstration projects required 
by law, and shall apply for any authorization necessary to undertake such projects.
[PL 2017, c. 184, §1 (NEW).]
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