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§152.  Powers of Secretary of State
The Secretary of State may:  [PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 

(AFF).]
1.  Investigation for information.  Make necessary investigations for information required to carry 

out the provisions of this Title, including, but not limited to, review of records and investigations in the 
field;
[PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]

2.  Deputize agents, examiners and detectives.  Appoint and deputize agents, examiners and 
motor vehicle detectives, stationed at convenient places, to receive applications for registration and 
licenses for the operation of vehicles, to conduct examinations and to perform assigned duties.
A motor vehicle detective has the powers and duty to enforce all provisions of this Title and Title 17‑A 
and all the laws of the State with the same powers that a sheriff has in a county.  A motor vehicle 
detective is at all times subject to all other investigatory duties assigned by the Secretary of State.
[PL 2017, c. 229, §8 (AMD).]

3.  Central computer system.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, purchase and maintain 
a central computer system for purposes of administering this Title and conducting departmental 
operations.  All other uses must be approved by the Secretary of State.  The Secretary of State shall 
adopt rules regarding the maintenance and use of data processing information files required to be kept 
confidential and shall distinguish those files from files available to the public;
[PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]

4.  Facsimile signature of Secretary of State.  Use a facsimile signature, which has the same 
validity as the Secretary of State's written signature and is admissible in court;
[PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]

5.  Assign new identification number.  Assign a new identification number to a vehicle if it has 
none, or if the vehicle's identification number is destroyed or obliterated, or if the frame, chassis or, if 
the vehicle is a truck, the cab is changed, or if the vehicle is a reconstructed motorcycle, and shall issue 
a new certificate of title showing the new identification number upon surrender of the old certificate 
and completion of an application for title and payment of the fee;
[PL 2023, c. 257, §1 (AMD).]

6.  Other data.  Require data necessary on forms, applications, certificates, licenses or other 
documents; and
[PL 2023, c. 257, §2 (AMD).]

7.  Waive penalty or fee.  Waive a penalty or fee required under this Title if the Secretary of State 
or the secretary's designee determines that the circumstances justify a waiver. The Secretary of State 
shall adopt rules to administer this subsection that must include but are not limited to rules identifying 
circumstances that may justify a waiver. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical 
rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[PL 2023, c. 257, §3 (NEW).]
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The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include 
the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects 
changes made through the Second Regular Session of the 131st Maine Legislature and is current through January 1, 2025. The 
text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the 
Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our 
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to 
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the 
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.


